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RIGHT HONOVRABLE. 
| (F< T was an ancicnt conftitution in lira], 
c as A that aBroeher dying. without ifſue, the 
t , © next brother ſhould doe the office of a 
Ds 30% 


Kinſman, and raiſe yp feedeto his bro. 


nize his bloſſed memoriall in Gods Church , by bringing 


ued wrote it, and had perfeted it before his death : I haue 
but onely raiſed 12 out- of his priuate ſtudie tothe publike 
vie of Gods Church,The children, (aid Hezekiali, are come 
to the birth, and there 1 no firength to bring forth, Thus it 


this worke, and brought it cucn tothe birch, but there was 
notimeto.bring it forth. God preventing him, and by his 


co light this preſeae Treatiſe, Hee himſelfe whileſt heeli- | 


fared with this: Aurhox. Hee: had finiſhed and perfected | 


Az} death 
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death, bringeth him rotheend of his faith, (hiseranſlati- 
on intoche Heavens) before hecameto bring this worke ro 
che endofhis deſire, { chepublication thereof to the bene. 
fit of Gods Church): I _ it great pitty ,thatſo hope. 
full a iffue ſhould periſh for want of a lictle helpe in the 
birth. And I thought withall, in caſeofmy negligence, or 
refuſall of this brotherly office, how iuſtly I might haue de- 
ſerued the ignominious ceremony ofthe ſpirtle in my face. 


Hereupoa I willingly performed this caske,of peruſing and 


ſetting fouh of this Treatiſc, Zachary when hee could nor 
ſpeake, he wrote:So 1 defire tharhis pen might make ſome 
fopply of the want of histongue;that as Abe! by h:5 faith fo 
he by his workes, being dead might yet ſpeake. 


| 


| 


| heerein to bee ſparing. Onely this; I will but asthe wid- 


Thus in briefe hath your Ladiſhip, the reafon ofmy pre. 
ſent endeuours, 

For me to ſay any rhing in commendation of this worke 
is not happily ſo fitting : It being both hard for onebrother 
tocommend another without boaſting, and the younger | 
and inferior his commendation adding little creditorgrace | 
tothe worke of his elder and ſuperiour. For, as the leſſe 1; 
bleſſed, fo alſo praiſed of the greater : I meane therefore 


| 


dowes,which ſhewed Peter the coates and garments which 
Dorcas made, while ſhee was with them; loonely will I 
ſhew, and ſer forth ſome part of his labours which hee per. 
formed whileſt hee was with vs t: eArd let his owne workes 
praiſe himin the gate, Andſurely thisworke will doe it, 
ifeither Matter or Manner, Argument or Art will doe it. 

The matterand argument of it, is ſuch as yet handled at 
large by none before him that I know of, 

And beſides it is excellent by reaſon of the daily vſe which 
occurres in practiſe. So that of chetitle and argument of 
this Booke may I ſay, as Geliizs ſpeakes of a goodtitle 
which Aeliſſus had giuentoa booke of his owne which 
it ſeemed ſcarce delerued it: That rbevery Title had a great 
alluring and entifing. force to draw men to the reading o 
it, Such is the Argumentof this worke, of ſuch ſpeciall | 
vle 


— 


DD ——— 


DEDICATORIE. 


ſein our practiſe, that it may eafily perſwade any, bothto 


knowing a mans ſelfe; ic diſcouersvmto vs the infinitely in- 
tricate windings, and turnings ofthe darke Labryuths of 
mans heart, Indeedoftentimesthediſcoueries ofcouſenages 
and deceics in the world, make many beforehoneſtly ig- 
norant, toturne couſeners and deceiuers : But heere needs 
no ſuch feare, for here weeare taught no new deceit.or con- 
ſening trickes , which yet wee praRtiſenor, but rather are 
conuinced of that couſenage, with which wee deceiuc our 
owneoules, and yet willnot be bornedowne to be guilty 
of impoſture. This point is worthy our beſt wits, and know- 
| ledge. That Heathen Philoſopher neuer thought himlelfe 
to begin to know Philoſophy, till hee began to know him- 
ſelfe: Butſurely we neuer beginto know Dininitic or Re- 
{igion, till we come to know our ſelues : our ſelues wee can. 
not know, till we know our hearts, I but our hearts arede- 
ceirtull abouc all things; who can know them? They who 
with diligence ſhall peruſe chis preſent Treatiſe, ſhall wich 
Gods bleſſing bec ablein ſome good meaſurero know them, 
Here ſhallthey findchat davgerous Art of Se/fe-Sophiſtry 
diſplayed, by which, millions of foules are inwrapped in the 
ſnares of Sathan : And fo by ſecing their ſelfe-deceit ſhall 
| cometo their lelfe knowledge, A knowledgeneuer more 
|negleted. Ye nemo inſeſetentat deſcendere, nemo, Men 
'carenot for knowing themſelues, who are oftentimestoo 
too curiouſly greedy of knowing all things elſe; Being 
| heercinliketo fooliſh traucllers, that loue to trauell into 
' andtalkeof other range countrics, (trangers in the meaue 
fume, inthe rarities, ſecrets and wonders oftheir owne, As 
' for the Art, and mannerof handling this argument in this 
| Treatiſe, Lleaueirtothe Readers iuclgement, aduenturing 
notwithlianding my ſelfe to ſay thus much, thathad this 


read, and like it, It containes therightſp3% o4au]ev, the art of 
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Treatiſe but age and antiquitie anſwerablz tothe ſufficien- | 


| cie, it- would: cafilyfird avſwerable acceptance, Nothing ; 


| preiudices Writers, more thea-cither mens knowlegde ot 
their perſons, or.gheir wane of antiquity. Maynota man 
| x A 4” ſpeake 


Lad 


Perf. 
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ſpeake of many of our new writers, as Gels ſpake once of 
a good ſpeech that Fanorinus made? Nonne, Fl 
eAntifthenes ant Diogenes dixiſſet, dignum memoria Vi- 
ſum efſet? If Diogenes or eAnthifthenes had but ſpoken that 
which Faszorinus did, the ſpeech had gone for halfe an 
Oracle; now-haply, the more reſpeleſſe becauſe from 
Faurrinus that was inferiour it may bein nothing to Ds- 
ogenes,but in tanding. How many worthy moderne Wri- 
ters amongſt ys are hegleRed, onely becauſe moderne? 
N ome fibac Auguſtinus, aut Chryſoftomm, cc. Had bur 
Auguſtine or (hryſoſtome, -or ſomeancient Father wrote 
them, how had they beeneadmired, now negleed -onely 
becauſe as B:i/dad ſpeakes, they are but of yeſterday? MoſR 
mens —_—_— of Writers is the ſamethatof wine, Lake 
Ge 39-Theoldu better: And yetoftentimes the old is hard 
and cart, and nearer Vinegar then Wine, when the new is 
| [weet and pleaſant. How many workes of ſome of the Fa- 
thers, which haue little worth elſe inthem befides antiqui- 
ty, «nd thecredit of an ancient Fathers name? how would) 
we vilifiechoſe ſame things in new, which we ſo magnifrein 
old Writers? I ſpeake it not to derogare ought from the 
worth of thoſe ancient Worthies and reuerend Sages(T give! 
chem all due reverence and reſpeR) but-onely to meet with: 
chat fond humour, which meaſures worth onely by age, 


a meaneconceit of writers perſons knowne, arereadyto 
preiudge their workes ynread andynknowne. 

But asfor your Ladiſhip; I perſwademy ſelfe, that your 
knowledge ofthe Authors perſon, parts,and-endowments, 
wherewithall God had graced hjm, wiil bee thegreater 
meaneto winyour Henourable acceptance of this worke. 
And ſamuchthe rather doe I preſume ypon your Re 
fauour herein, becauſe whilſt this Author lived ( our of a 
 loue to his graces, and honourable diſpoſition) he entended 
this Worke to haue beene honoured by the patronage of 


your _—_— and right honoursble Brother, who now alfo 
rogerher with this Author, is at reſt, ſinging heauenly Ha/- 


ith he, // 5d | 


ct ——__ nt 


asifnothing could be good, butthat which'ls 01d;and from! 


lelmiahs in the preſenceofthe Lambe. Par-, 
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| with yours. It makesour ioy the greater, tohane others re. 


Pardon me good Mada m:ifI renew _e with the 
mention & remembrance of ſo great a loſſe, Giue vs leaueto 
reſtifie our fellowfeclingof yourſorrowes. Publik loffes m 
not pafſe without publikeheavines, Ir is a loſſethar yeelds 


ys argument both of great =—_ and _ fcare. Gan it 
be a {mallgriefeco ſee our felues depriuedofthe vic & bene. 
fic of ſo many rare vertues & honourable inclinations, offo 
great learning inſo fey yeers,of fo great grace,hotines,and 
religion in ſo yong yeers, as were ſweet! y met and:com. 
bin'd in him>His rareendowments,his noblediſpofition,his 
religious conuerſation, his hopefull ſeruice to-Gogs Church 
and this kingdome,conhd — fay ofthe Church and 
commen-wealth,as once Valerin {pakeof Cornetia, inthe 
lofſeofher louing Husband: Cornelram neſtio an feliciorem 
dixerim quod talem virum habgerit, an miſeriorem quod a- 
miſerss:It is hardto ſay whether we werehappierin cheen- 
ioyment,or ynhappier intheloſſe of ſuch a perſonage. And 
as in his loſſethere is great caufeofgrief,fo noleſle of feare, 
'We may grieue,that'lo great good 15raken from vs, we may 
feare, becauſe ſomegrear exillis comming vpon vs; The righ- 
teom periſheth, aud no man conſidereth that he 14 taken away 
fromthe euk that ts t0 come. Surely, when good men, eſpe. 
cially being greatmen,and yong men too, aretaken away,it 
is afearefull prefage of much anger,and cuil|ro come. The 
Lord make ys all wiſe to confrder the deaths of ſuch men, / 
thatthefeares of euill tocome, may make vs ſecke to auoid 
euill preſent, and make vs prudentin che fore-fight ofthe 
p_s hide our ſelues.But yet in the midſt of this griefe' 
&fcar, your Ladiſhipis not left altogether comfortles, As 
ic is a comfort thatGod honoured your family with ſuch an 
oneglois this alſonene of theleaftcomforts to yourthat you 
mournnot alone, but haue the hcartsof all men heauy 


ioyce with ys when we reioyce,but t makes our ſorrow thre 
leiſe, when-we have otherseo weep with vs when we weep. 
Did Abner ſaid Dauid ay a3 afvolilo of him it may beſaid; 


Pſal,s7.1, 


1 S2m+3-33+ 


Did hedie asan immeriting,as an ignoble perſon? without | 


<ul. 


rears? 


Val.lib.4.c.6. 


aaa 


LE ER =D 


-1the whole moncths _ This did hee dayly, 
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" rears? without lamentation? I think I may bodly ſpeakeit, 
that never any of his place,aud of his yeercs, left morcheau 
hearts behinde him then he hath done, Theſe are miſerable 
gricfcs indeed, when others finde matter of ioy in che mat- 
tcr of ourgriete, and laugh atour teares; but then may wee 
grieuecomfortably, when weeſce others ioyne with vs,and 
take to heart our loſſes, as well as our (clues, 

I would willingly both inlarge his commendation ,and 
our griefe, bus require rather a yolumethen an Epi- 


quidem anima in ſocictate fidelium C caftarum recepta, 
landes nec curat nec querit umanas,imitationen tantnn 
quxe'it : Hee deſires more the imitation then commendati- 
on of his yertues; andche imitation rather of his life,then 
a lamentation for his death, 

Yet may I notalkogether paſſe oucr in filence his holy 
and religious ccurle; which was, to keepe a Catalogue or 
diary of his finsagainſt God:and cuery night, or thenext 
morning,, to reujew. the faults of the day paſt : Euery 
Sabbath morning, or niglit before, to reuicw the faults of 
the whole weeke: and at the end ofcuery monethto ſuruey 


weekly,and monthly, thereby the better to humble himſelfe 
for his finnes,and renew his praiſe of repertance. And the 


le. And1 may {peake of him, as Auguſtine of agother, [a | 


day beforethereceiving of che holy Sacramentdid alwaies 


victo hiible him(ſelfebetorethe Lord with py 

confelſig,,therby the better to prepare himlelfe tor the more | 

worthy & comfortable receiuing of the holy Communion. 
I tay nothing of his religious ob{gruationof the Sabbath | 


prayer, and repetitions, His careful-expence of time, bis Kee. 


which his holy, and con&ang courſe in ſeekingthe Lord, in 
few ycers, hee —— wiſer then. his ancicnts and eeachers, 


by biorſeltea lone,and with his people abour him,both be- | 
fareand afterthe publike Exerciſes, in medication;rcading, 


ping of ſet houres of tudy, Thus did hee with good Tofiah, | 
while hee was yet. 4 chalde, ſeekg, the Lord.z By . meanes of | 


tation 


— 
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nd prelerued his young yeeres in great honour and: repu- | 
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withRanding the manifold occaſions to the contrary in re. 
gard of his place and condition. Thetruthis,the world was | 
not worthic of him :His yertues and his graces were fitrer | 
for heauen, thenthis impure carth, '- 

Let ys now that are behind, turne our griefe into care; 
let our care beto follow thoſe helyReps he had trod before 
vs. Trucitis youcan neuer recouer his perſon, his graces 
you may : The griefe will bee the lefle for the lofle of his | 
perſon, if you make a recouery of his graces. Whileſt his 
uu is doubled ypon your Honour, and his graces ſhall 
uruiue in your religiousimitation, folong wee ſhall count | 
him liuing in your ſelfe, 

Andnow, right Honorable, Iintreate you by theloue 
that he bareco this Author, and by the loue that you bare 
to his honorable Patrons, your deceaſed Father and Bro-: 
ther(both now. glorified Saints) toteſtifie your loueto this | 
Author. by your honourable and fauorable acceptance of. 
| this worke, | 
- Mayyour Ladiſhip bur pleafe to youchſafe the reading, | 
and diligent peruſall thereof, and I dare preſume vpon as, 
much, Thus as I haue +45/ed this ro light, ſo Icommend it | 
to your Honours patronage and proteRion: and your Ho- | 
nour to the patronage and proteRion of the Lord 7e/ws, | 
Mays. EppinginEfſex. ; 


| 


Your Honours 


in all ſeruice, 


IER. DYKE. 


tion free from all the blemiſhes and Raines of youth, not-)_ 
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lheheare is deceitful aboue all things, and euill, who can 
know it?I che Lord ſearch the heart and try the reynes, 
chat 1 may g:ue ro euery one —_— to his ways, 
according co the workes, 


ood 
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CHAP. I. 


TheText opened; A Preparatioa to the Treati/- following, 
ſhewing the Original of the Hearts deceitfulneſſe, the 
difficuity,and yet the meanes of knowing it. 


6 2 <TeFIP HE Prophet having grieuouſly 

Sx | 1299 V menaced the Jewes in the be- 
ginning of this chapter,becauſe 
hee ſaw how much they bore 
themielnes out againſt rheſe 


"Pp d) theatnings, vpon hope of the 


al Ca d Femptian bi is helpe; therefore 
in the fifth Verſe hee curlerh all ſuch as relyevpon 
man. and make fleſh their arme: contratily , bleſfing 
ſuch as in their dangers ſhrond and ſhelter rhem- 


ſclues vnder the wing of the Almighty. 
B Bur 
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Bur heere the ewes hauing made 4 conenant with 


hell 2d death,would bee ready ro obiet againſt the | 
Propher ; Whar then is all this threatning to vs ?} 
Wee are none of thoſe that with-draw their hearts| 
from God. Vſe of meanes doth nor preiudice truſt} 
in God: Truſtin God, as it cannor ſtand with #73 
iz meanes; ſo neither withour vſe ofmeans when 
chey may bee had, Wee repoſe our ſelues on God 
as much as thy ſelfe or any elle: and wee repaire to 
the ſecond cauſes, onely as feruiceable,and ſubordi- 
nateto the firſt. Therfore as the ſparrow by waudring 
and the ſwallow by flying eſcape , {o this thy cauſieſſe 
curſe ſhall not come + rieither are wee (uch children 
ro be skarred with bugſ{-words. | 

The Propher therefore in this verſe preuenteth 
this obieftion, 2nd keepeth them from this ſtarting 


| hole,ſaying,The heart is deceitfull;as it he ſhould ſay 
| Flatter not your ſelues in a vaine conceir, that you | 
wich-draw not your heart from God-, and ſo God 
will not with-draw his from you : Nothing more 
cealie than for aman rodeceiue himſelfe; for rhe 
heart by reaſon of the great wickednefle thereof ,js 
a botromeleſſe and vnſearchable gulfe of guile; in 
ſomuchas none can know,not onely anorhers, bur 
not his owne heart: The Lord onely hath reſerued 
this as a prerogative royall ro himſelfe , exactly ro 
know the depth of our hearts; thar ſo , rhough 
men conceiuing well of them(ſelues, may conceiuc 


 — 
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amiſſe of God, as one that by his doings will nor 
iaſtige the Prophers ſayings; yet hee iudging of 
men according to the ſecret diſpoſition and conſtt- 


cution of their hearts , may deale with them accor- 
dingly, | 


—_— I 
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dingly,bleſſing thoſe rhar in cruth doe truſt in him, 
bur curſing ſuch as with-draw from him , though 
not their tongues, yer their hears. This is the 
order and generall purpoſe of rhe words. 

They conraine in them a propoſition concerning 
the hearrs deceitfulneſſe, Heere tworhings are to 
bee conſidered ; whar is meant by heart ; what by 
deceitful. 

By heart , mansheart is meant , as appeareth by 
the context. And now becauſe mans heart is one of 
che principall ſears of the ſoule of man.therefore by 
a Metonymy of the ſubie@ , it is viually in the Scrip- 
rure pur ſomerimes for the whole (oule,ſomerimes 
(and that more frequently ) for ſuch ſpeciall facul- 
ties in the ſoule , as more ſpecially belong to the 
heart, as the Will and Aﬀections. Bur heere it is to 
be raken for the whole ſoule,& all the pares there- 
of, the Vnderſtanding,the Will,che Aﬀections : for 
all are deceirfull. 


The word deceitfirll is ſignificant in the Hebrew, 
comming of a Verbe which figniftteth to ſupplant, 
4s runners in therace vſe to doe; & from this word 
had Tzcob bis name , becauſe he caught Eſa by the 
heele when he was comming forth of che wombe: 


heele when wee are to runne the race which is ſer 
before vs. Though heere alſo that reaſon of the 


agree to our hearrs; well may they ie called Jacobs, 
becauſe they cozen many , & doe their endeauour 
rocozen all of Gods bleſſing , and the heavenly in- 


herirance.. But ir may bee asked, Is this deceitful- 
B 2 _ _neſle 


Reſolution 
and ſcnlic. 


Gnacob. 


Gen. 37+36. 


So doe our hearrs cunningly , as1t were, trip our | 


name which Bſas falſely gaue to Tacob , may truely; 


La _ Auth. Ma. at”) VO TT 


pr CEE 
— — 


IO BOO do ECON Se Fe EIS. 


_—_—. , 
_— — 


Pſa]. g2, a. 


The deceit fulneſſe ofmans heart. 


—— ————— 


lyin ſome particular aGions. As it ſaid of Danza, hee 


neſſe giuen to all men indifferently , or onely to 
ſome? Anſw,To all, ſauce Criſt, i# whoſe month(and 
ſo heart )was found no guile.By nature,all our hearts 
are alike. Andthe change thar grace makes in this 
life isnot ſuch bur thar in ſome lort,the heart of the | 
beſt may ſtill be ſaid to be deceirfull.Chriſt indeede 
gaue Nathanael this praiſe , that there wasno guile 
in his heart, and Davidfayes the like of every wfti- 
fed man : burthisis true onely of the ſpirze, of the 
zew, Or young man that is created by God in the re- 
generare,and not of the fleſh,that o/de mar; an olde- 
foxe indeede, that by reaſon of his age is often roo 
hard forthe yong man: for youth is but ſimplein 
regard of old age : Howbeir as young men grow 
{ti1] ro further perfe&ion,and are onthe encreafing 
hand, whereas olde men decreaſe, rill at length ge 
brings 4otage; fo heere the craft of this o/Jde man is 
daily weakened, the ratherfor thoſe many wounds 
| which the ſtronger young mans arme glues him 
inthe braine, whereas the ſpiritzall wiſedome of the 
| 10g mr increaſcth dayly. T hus then we interprer 
theſe words of the Prophet, The heart of warn is 
deceitfull , enen the whole heart of the wicked; be- 
cauſe it is wholly fleſh : and parr of the heart of the 
godly, namely , the vnregenerate and fleſhly part. 
he hearr of the wicked is deceitful] with a full, 
| ſtrong , and raigning deceirfulreſſe ; rhe deceitful- 
nefſe thats inthe heart of the godly 1s weaker , as 
being diſcerned of them , and ftrouen againſt by 
them. The hearr of the wicked ſhewes it deceirtul- 
neſſe in the wholeconrſe of their lines. The godly on- 
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was vpright i11 all things , ſane 'onely inthe matter of 
Vriah. The generall current of his life was free from 
deceitfulneſſe , though nor the particular aftion; 
Contrarily,the heart of the wicked may be vprighr 
in ſome particular ations, as Abim:-lechs in the ta- 


| king of Sarahy T know ((laith God)thow haſt Jone thi i: 


the vprightneſſe of thy heart : yer not in the maine ot 
cheir liues., Thisis proper onely to the godly, that 
they are prieht in their way , that is the conſtant te- 
nor of their conuerſation. Now this deceitfulneſſe 
here given to the heart, is ſer forth; Firſt, by the 
greatnes of it: aboue all tbings.Secondly,by the cauſe 
of it: and enill. Thirdly, by the onſearc hableneſſe of ir. 
ſuch rhat none can knowir,fhgured with an interro- 
gation, who car know it? thatis,none of himſelfe , by 
his owne morher wit , without an higher and clea- 
rer light. 

To begin firſt with the deceitfulpeſſe of the heart, 
and then ro come to rhe illuſtrations of ir after» 
ward ; Ir.-may be asked , for the berter vnderſtan- 
ding thereof: How comes rhis'deceirfulneſle intro 
[the heart? Is not the heart Gods creature ? and did 
| hee not makeir ſimple, plaine, and rrue? Whence 
then this fraud.? Lord, thou ſowedſt in this field 
ef mans heart the good corne of faith, trurh,fince- 
ritie': whence thentheſe Tares? Salomon tells vs, 
' Fecleſ« 7. 31. God made man righteous : but they haue 
ſought ont many innentions:For howſoener thele in- 
nentions and deceits( as Moſes ſhewerth,Gen.z.)were 
fritforgedin the Diuels braine , and came our of his 
ſhop ,/yet becauſe they were (o readily apprehen- 
ded, and as.it were brought vpſo faſt by our firſt. pa- 

5 2 rents, 


Gen.n0.6., 


Pſal.11 92+ 


The originall 
of the hearrs 
deceitfulnefle 


— 
——_—— EE 
h————_— _— —— A : — 


; 
z 
: 
9 
I 
3 
i 
? 
4 
» 
| 


and CN dal ABR G0 


»/ 5 RGA 


A OO OTE SY EEO PO TAN 


—— —_ 
me ———————_. 


The deceit fulneſſe of Mans heart. 


lob 15-16, 


The difficuhy 
| of inding ow 
| this deci: - 
2m 


FY 


 ——————— 


renrs , therefore Salomor aſcribes them to man. So 
that howſoeuer here alſo the queſtion concerning 
theſe Tares , yea Thiſtles of treachery , and perfidi- 
 ouſneſſe in ourhearts, may be truely anſwered with 
thatin the Goſpel:The ennious man hath ſowne then, | 
yer withall it may iuſtly be ſaid, becauſe the ground | 
did ſo open her mouth for them, that the field it 
ſelfe did bring them forrh. If at the firſt ; when as 
this field was as the pleaſant Edez of God; how 
much more now, when hauing the ſa/# as it were of 
Gods curſe ſowne vpon it, it is become as a barren 
wilderneflſe 2 If Adam and Exe might be charged as 
che firſt fathers and founders of thoſe deceitfull in- 
venrions ſuggeſted by Sathan , becauſe of their reg- 
dz. how much more wee , becauſe of our greedy ap- 
henfion of them , whereby we drinke them in as 
the fiſh doth water 2 If they for willing conſenting to, 
how much more wee, for wilfull conſpiring with the 
dinell 2 So that whatſocuer the Scriprures ſhall rel! 
vs concerning the Temprers wiles, we 'may fafely 
draw it hither, andapply it to onrfelnes ; partners 
andpraQtizers with Sathan in his ſtratagems againft 
our owne fſoules. | 
Wee ſee then the rocke, whereour this deceit 
fulnefſe'was hewen: A pigge it is cf our owne Sowes| 
a flower ( weed rather ) of our owne Garden. It re- 
' maineth , that more particularly, wee: ſhould ſee 
what ir is, wherein ir conſiſts and ſhewes ir ſelfe. 
A labour ſurely full of difficultie. For as the woman 
of $4maria ſaid of her Well roChrift, The Well « 
leepe., and thou haſt nopitcher , the (ame may we ſay 
| ro our ſelues of this pit, this puddle, this den, this 


dun-| 


——————— 


| HT PIES 
" — ww Gy” 
—— 


| "The aeceitfullneſſe.of Mans beort 7 | ” j 


dungeon; Iris very borh darke and deepe : Who 
can ſeeir? whocan ſound it? Andalas, where arc | 
] our buckees ro empty ir? Who hath nor. cauſe ro Confeſlib.ro. 
complaine wirh Saint Anſter , Tuſt cauſe hane Tto be-| 5A com wa 
wile that darkeneſſe,in which that power that is with-| teacbregju qui. 
in me , is hid from me, ſo that my ſoule asking it ſelfe me latet fa. 
conrerning it ownſtrength.caunot ſafely beleene it ſclfe, OE Jn ny 
becauſe enen that which indeed is in vs, is kept ſecret nimus mew 
from vs till experience manifeſt it, Othe many blind. - ious ſus ipſe 
corners, the ſecret rurvings and windings , the per- von fail th; 
plexe Jabyrinths , the cloſe lurking-holes that are | *7<dexdum ex- 
here ! who would thinke that wichin the compaſſe | ilmer, quis 
: « | © quodin(f 
, of ſo {mall a piece of fleſh,there ſhould be roome e- | plerungue oe 
nough- to harbour ſuch ſwarmes of vaine and vile | caltum cA,nifi 
thoughts, deſires, and affections; and thar farre more | vr 79-0 _ : 
ſecretly from being efpied by vs, than the largeſt | y 
and vaſteſt Cities can doe any ſcouting naughty- | Co#fe\ lib.4. 
pO is a great deepe.whoſe very haires are num- Pom dugg | 
red before thee,0 Lord: .:nd jet eaſier it 3s to know the | homo, mr 
number of his haires, than of the motions and affe 7i- | <4pifor tu | 
ons of his heart, as excellently Saint Axſtez.b or,as in —— 
Hercules Monſter , (till freſh heads, one ſpringing vp | !amencapilli i 
after the cutting off of the other : and as in Fzkiels | 7 11428 7 
| T*yple, after the. ſight of ſome abhominarions, ftill naw efidin 
moe : fo heete tn this ſo infinite a receptacle of de- |  & motw ſe 
ceirfall thoughts, one deceir ſucceeding and pre(ſ- P19, _ 
ſinghardat the heeles of another. Muny inventions, " 
ſaid $4/ower. {peaking of thoſe at thefirftin che hearr | j 
onely of Adam and Eve. How then is the number | \ 
(thinke weJincreaſcd fince,there heing none, whoſe | | © 
braine or breaſt h:th not caſt in his #iddowes Mite, | | 
| at leaſt, into the common Treaſury ? It this ſtnk- 
B 4. king 
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ingrmuer were ſo great whexe it firſt roſe, how then) 
| ( rhinke wee) hath it inlarged ir ſelfe, being runne | 
thus farre ? No marnell then if the Propher , as it 
were amazed to ſee ſuch /ztters, yeal:gions of deceit- 
fall dinels,couching cloſe in this their ſtincking ſtie, 
cry ont, as here we heare him, the heart is deceitfull 
| aboueall things , who can knowit ? So myſtical are} 
theſe hearts of ours;ſo deepe & abſ{truſe are her my- 
ſteries of deceir. Why then will ſome ſay , doe 
you trouble your ſelfe in vaine? for if none can 
know this -yſterie of inignitie , how then can you 
know it 2 how can you make vs know it ? 
| Theweanes lanſwer, though no man know ir as of himſelfe, 
joknow rhe, | yer, Ithe Lord kpow:andif we plow with his heifer,we 
tudg.14.3e. |ſhall know the darkeſt Riddles. There is a myſterie 
of finnes (fayes one) lying inthe folds of our hearts, 
which we ſhall neuer ſee, vnlefle the Spirit of God 
enter mm, and giue vs light: For this ſpirit ſearcherh 
[ the deepe things of God. 1. Cor. 2+ much morecan it 
fearch the deepeneſſe of Sathan,and of mans deceit- 
full leearr. If then we conſult with the Lords Spirit, 
E wee may learne of him what theſe deccits bee, ſo 
| |faree forth, as he hath reuealed them in his Word, 
which is a light whereby wee may: (ee in this , euen 
more than Zgyptiaz darkeneſſe. Thexefore our $4- 
#iour counſelleth vs rotake the benefit of this light, 
and not to {er it ſtand vader the bed:; and that vpon 
| —_—_— this ground , for there & nothing hid namely, in our 
* | hearts,though never ſocloſely] but it ſhall be opened, 
| namely, by the power of the Word, moſt plaine 
1-Corgi4. |1y, Andrhis Paul exemplifies in his 14307, comming 
into the Church-afſemblies, and in hearing the word 
opened, 
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opened,ſccing himſelfe and his owne heart opened, 
and the ſecrets thereof diſcouered:Connſel | vnder.- 
ftand it of craftie counſell ] « in the heart of man; 

but 4 247 of 0nderſtanding | vaderſtand it ſpecially 

of ſpirituall vnderſtanding our of the Word ] will 
fetch it out, ſaith Salomon. Here the Holy Ghoſt ma- 

keth the wiſdome ofthe Word to be a bucker, able 

to bring vp the filthy mire our of the deepeſt pits 

of deceirfull hearts, Andif the wiſe- man have skill 

to let downe this bucket into other mens hearts,and 
draw irvp full againe , much more then into his 

owne. Though then naturally- wee are all blinde, 

walking in the darke Cloyſters of our hearts, yer, if 
the Lord goe before vs with his torch : if he take vs, 

as once Ezechjel, into this corrupt temple (ſtable ra- 

cher) and lead vs along by his Word and Spirit, we 

ſhall chen clearely ſee the ſenerall ranks and orders 

of the abominable deceits therein : for in-theword 
of God there are many wondersto be ſcene, as Da- 
id confeſſerh in that his prayer , Oper mime eyes , O | Plal,ng.. 
Lord, that 1may ſee wonders out of thy Law. Among 
the which , this of our owne hearrs awbowel/ed and | 
anatomized , is not the leaſt; Indeede, when our | 
dead bodies are whole, we cannot ſee what is wita- 
in: They will caſt forth an evill (avour, and we may 
{ce ſome filthinefle and deformitie in rhem , the | 
which yer is bur ſweetneſle and beauryto that wee 
ſce, when the bodie is cut , opened, and intrals | 
taken-our. Surely , the noſes and eyes euen of ſome 
naturall men , haue diſcerned in mans heart vnope- 
ned, vnſauoury naftinefle , odious vglinefſe 3 But | 
alas,all that was not enough ro humble them , nei- | | 
| ther 


4 
_—___R—__ 
i. 


AVANT OI ES BUR> Wt 4; HD ® 


TODOS MOB AH BB Woh 23% 2A 9 TY LR 230, LABOY1MD 4% WS. WE FO RR 


1 Poon OG as nas PR—_ 
P nd i ns 


OO WINE EE YE OP WE er 


LC ALS 


"I 
I mm 


—O— 


The deceityulne oof Mans beart.. 


Heb. 4.1 I, 
interpreted. 


2.Per.!. rg. 
{ interpreted, 


Pſal.107-23. 


ther was it. any thing to that chey might haue ſeene 
inthe heart broke vp by Gad.the onely skilfull ana- 
romizer thexeof z who as he (eeth all chings rhercin, 
lying nakedas in an A#4fomy, as the Apoſtle (pea- 
keth, Hebri4+ 13. foallo he hath layd ir open in his 
word vnto vs; asintheverle before the ſame Apo- 
tle ſheweth,The word of God & linely,fhatper than the 
two-edgedſmrord.; 4 djſcerner of the thoughts and ſecret 
intents of the heart either is there any creature which 
is not manifeſt ip it ſight;namely., of the word before 
(poken of: for{o I rhioke , without any violence of- 
feredto the words, may the Text bee interpreted:, 
And the word | ereetv»re | I take for the creature of 
che heart, namely, the thoughts and intenrsrthereof 
before mentioned. That the fenle ſhould be this; 
The word diſcerneth the thoughts of our heart ;not 
ſome, bur-all ; Nothing is there , that the heart for- 
gerh,framerth,and,as it were, createth wirhin ir (elfe, 
which this word takerh not notice of. But of this ler 
the learned indge. 

Well then, ſince the word is that /ight which ſbi- 
neth in this darke , having it with vs, venter we to 


deſcend downe into this deepe dungeon , and to 
launch our into this vaſt Ocean, hauing this plum- 
met to ſound the botrome thereof. They that goe 
downe into the aeeps ( (aith the Prophet) they ſee the 
workes and wonders of th: Lord : But they that goc 
{downe into this deepe are not now like to ſee any 


'ching., bur the deepereſſe of Sathar , the workes and 


Plat. 104-26. | wonders of the Diuell, the Leniathan that ſporteth, 


 himſelfe in theſe waters , or rather a Neptrne crium- 


| phing here as in his kiogdome, Which fight though 


bl happits 
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happily nor fo pleaſing, yet projitableir will bee, for 
ro ſhame and humble vs: forhere , in the word are 
thoſe cleare waters, which if we trouble them nor 
wich the mudde of our owne affections , like the E- 
lephanrt ; clearely we may ſee our owne deformitie. 
Here isa g/a/ſe, wherein we may behold rhe faces 


of our hearts, and eſpie cuen the ſmalleſt wrink/e 
of deceit. whatſocuer, And that not fo, as qur nas | 


turall faces in common glafſes; where we forget, as 
ſoone as oureye is out of the glafſe , what was the 


faſhion of our face ; bur ſo , that ſtill rhe ſight ſeene 


| ſhall ſticke by vs preſenong it ſelfe to the eye of our 


vnderſtanding, When - ſome cunning , deceirfull 
thiefe hath ſtollen onghr from thee, thou runneſt 


{preſently to the cunning wizard , a worſe thiete, a 


worſe deceiver, to ſee..in his deceiuable Glaſſe, 1 
know.not,whar phanſie, the theife it ſhould be, that 
hath robbed thee. Loe thy heart, the moſt. crafry 


land cozening rhiefe that can be , hath robbed rhee, 


and doth daily filch-from theee thy richeſt treaſure. 
And canſt thou in thy little lofſe run to.the Diuels 
lying glaſſe, ro finde our a litle thiefe, and wilt 
thou notin they greater loſſe come to Gods true 
olaſſe , ro finde our the great Thiete? If chou thin; 
keſt rhere is no ſuch thiefe that ſteales ought from 
thee, doe but come hither ro rhir Glafſe., and thou 
ſhalr ſee him , and all rhe trickes and mylite- 
ries of his cony-catching trade. 
Come Tſay, and ſee him 
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Dec:ir of 
hearr,rwo» 


fold. 


z.Deceiwins 
others onely. 


; 


Crap. II. 


Of the deceit fialneſſe of the heart in 
regard of others. 


IT a Aking then the anatomizing knife of rhe 
(|, 


Ss Word, and ripping vp the belly of this 
| Monfter, I Fade fuck an infinire number of 
the veines of deceitfulneſſe,andthoſe ſo knotry,and 
intricately infolded together, that hard ir is diſtin&- 
ty and clearely roſhew rhem all. Nevertheles, God 
aſſiſting , we ſhall doe our beſt erideauour.lI thinke 
therefore thar all rhe deceirfulnes of the heart diſ- 
coueredto vs in the word may bee reduced totheſc 
two heads: Firſt, rhe deceirfnlnes whereby wee de- 
ceinevthers onely; Secondly, that whereby alſo we 
deceiue our ſelxes. ; 


The former is nor that which here the Propher 


'] And itis two« 
fold. 
1.,Diſſimula- 


tion, 


1.To be done. 


fo much aymethat : And therefore wee will nor ſc 
|much' infift ypon it. It ſheweth ir ſelfe ſpecially in 
' ewo things: in Diſſimulation and Simulation, in dil- 
fembling and concealing that which indeede is, an 
infayning and counterfeiting rhatwhich indeede i 
not. Diſſamulation is either of eill or good. The dit 
ſembling of exz{ is threefold; Of euill fo be done , o, 
in doing”; Secondly, from betng done: Thirdly, atrea- 
| dy done. | 
The hearts deceirfirines in hiding that ei! 
which ſhe purpoſeth ro doe, or is in doing, is. 
| make faire cuen of the quite contrary. And there- 
fore inher witty wickedneſſe, ſhee inuenteth ſome 
4A HO colourable 


. g m_— _—— . —_ —_ 
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colourable pretence to ſhadow her malice andmiſ- 
chiefe. When Herod intended worſhip to worry 
Chriſt, he prerended yer re/igiouſyy ro worſhip him. 
Simeon and Lexi cloked their purpoſed maſſacre of | 
the Sichemites, with the conſcience of circumciſt- 
on : Abſolom his Treaſon, with the Religion of 
his vow: Toh his perfidiouſnefle to 4bwer and Ama- 
ſa with friendly words, and Syren-like falarations: 
Iſmael his murtherours minde toward thoſe eightie 
men , with his Cr0-04i/e teares : Tndas his conetoul- 
neſſe , whith a ſhew ofa liberall and mercifull affe- 
Gon towards the poore : andthe ewes their exnie | 
againft Chriſt, with their dutie to Ceſar. Thinke ye 
thar the Tewes cared for Ceſar? No, noneſo impa- 
tient of his yoke as they : but they had murtherous 
hearrs, thirfting for our Lords bloud; that was the | 
rrue cauſe ; and the cauſe of rheirmalicious heart 
their exil/ eze rhat could not indure the glorious 
brighrneſſe of his grace z burif they ſhould haue 
alledgedrhar.allthe world would hane cryed ſhame 
on them : therefore to hide the odioulneſſe of 
their fa&t, they ſer on it the faire maske of loyal- | 
ty tO m_ Thus alwayes in the perſecutions of 
Toſeph , his coate ſhall bee broughr Ach , As It was | 1oſephs coare. 
onceby his enuious Brethren , that ſold him; by 0c 
this whoriſh Miſtreſſe, that ſlandered him. Some | ©3%* 
'one {pecions and plauſtble pretence or other ſhall 
be deviſed by the wicked, tolaue their credit mthe 
World.Sc like rowers in the boate, whilcſt in'their 
| pretencerhey looke one way,in their i#tezt they go 
the cleane contrary. This tricke of deceitfulnefſe 
har heart hath learned of that arch-matter of de- | 
ceits, 


ler, 3© 6, 


———— — — 


| 1.S2m, 18.21. | faith he,that ſhe may be a ſnare #nto him,and that the 
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ceits, the Diuell : Who ſometimes will needs be- 
come a Preacher ofthe rruth, as whe he ſaid, Theſe 
| arethe ſeryuants of the moſt high God,&cleſus of Na- 
zaret , "T know mho thow art. euen the holy one ofGot; 
but yet he then plotteth miſchiefe thinkingby one 
truth,to conuey and wind into our mindes an hun- 
deed lies. T hus truth is made to yſher falſhood : for 
euen in ehoſe his {ugred glozing words, whe! cin he 
preachethChriſt rheSaujour of the world.it is caſte | 
roſpic out warre in his heart; for it is to be marked, 
how he calleth him Ieſus of Nazaret , thereby ro 
nouriſh the error of the mulricude, that thought he 
was borne there, & ſo not the Meſſzeh, whote birth 
they all knew oughtto bee at Bethl/em. Tejws then, 
and the holy one of God, are butter & oyle , as was af- 
terward , Good meſter thou regardeſt no mans perſon, 
| bur Jeſus of Nazeret , that is a ſword, as was after- 
wards, 1s it lawful/to gine tribute? And (o that which 
$alomonipeaketh ofthe flatterer,thathee ſpreadeth a 
net before his brothers feete.is true in thoſe flatrering 
ſpeeches. Thepiuellſomerimes giueth rhe truth: in- 
deede hee doth bur ſer aſnare to catch the truth in. 
As Saul.,a good Schollerin his Schoole,did for Da- 
 1id,in giuing him Michol to wife: Twill give him her. 


hand of the Philiſtims may bs vpon him. Heere is a) 
| xoodly ſhow of ſpeciall fauour and good-will,cuen 
luch as /mple Darid was in a manner rauiſhed with 
it.co thinke that his meanneſſe ſhould be honoured 
withſo great a marriage: Butit is bur a batte, coue- 
ring the hooke , hony-poyſon. Theſe of all other | 


are the moſt ſecrer deceits, which are thus mantled 
and 


un 
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mr” 


emma | 


and masked with the diſguiſed prerences of ſpecial! 


 loue and kindneſſe. And therefore Salomon not ig- | 


norant hereof, when he commends boxrtie and mu- 
nificence in a Prince, hee affociates #7#ththerero, 
Bounty and truth doe guard the King,that is to lay, a 
true ( nor a treacherous) bounty:for thereis a falfe 
and lying bounty , deceiving thoſe on whom it is 
beſtowed. And as inthe prouerbe, there are g/f?- 
leſſe gifts : ſuch as was that of $4#/to Datid;Bread 
in one hand.a ſtone in the other. Infmite were it ro 
ſpeake all that might be ſpoken here : It is ſo com- 
mona pra&tiſe in the world , yea, and ir is counted 
wiſdome for men thus to waile their intents with pre- 
tences.their meaning with their words, that the truth 
may be thought falſe , and falſhood true. When they 
meane to ſtrike the head: with one hand , they will 
firſt yoke ir with the orher; or, as he ſayes,mith one 
hand they will claw on the head, with the other [mite on 


brothers good name arſale,how cunningly, how ar- 
tificially will hee traduce? meaning to-bite his brb- 
cher,he will ficſt 4;//e him.bur well did'S$7Jomon pre- 
fera ſriends wounds before ſuch kiſſes:for theſe kiſſes 
are In4xs kiſſes: They wound mortally;che other ave- 
dicinally, Therefore excellently doth Sa/omon chara- 
ter him , The words of the whiſperer ('as Tremelins 
reads it ) are like to the words of thoſe that are often 
knocked: hut they go: d orne into the bowels of the belly. 
So deepely doe they pierce : When he begins firſt 
ro open his packe.hee will ferchadeepe ſigh, pro- 
telling that becauſe of his grear loue to the party, 


he is very ſorry for him; and fo at length with aſad 
countenance 
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Luke 18, 

Sed ne hot Quie 
dem prefettd 
ſuſſeeit ei, non 
nm oratia- 


rum attiveſt | 


altsexprebrar: 
delifto . ſuper 
(08 51.4 Pecr ance 
runt tattanier 
"inſargere. 


Feelefia nomi- 
ne armamani & 
contra Eccleſs- 
amanmuicalls. 


AQs and Mo. 
nument, Vol.z 
inthe bcgin- 
ning of 1 1,* 
this ſtory, 


counrenarce,with eyes caſt downe,with a ſlow and | 
[lament vcyce , as though the offence of his bro- 
ther were to him as a blow with a cudgell , our 
comesthe flandes; Loe, a cunning cranke of deepe | 
and diuelliſh deceirfulnes,fo ro diſguiſe warthering 
malice.chatir ſhall be taken euen for motherly mercy. 
ro lamenr & cry, asif himſelfe were beaten, whileſt 
bee with the {courge of his viperous tongue vamer- 
citully laſherh orhers, 

-$b alſo vader rhe colour of zealeand hatred a- 
zainſt fin,doe ſome coner their hatred againſt mens 
perſons, in their birter cevſuringot them: And o- 
chers vnder the colour of gixizg thankes vato God, 
hide their vaine oftenration oftheir owne vertues, 
as thiat Phariſ-e, tha: ſaid ; Lord, 1 thanke thee, I am 
wot 4s this Publicas. But as Chryſoſtome layes , this 
would mot ſerne his turne:for it is no thanks gining to 
vpbraid others faults , and boaſtingly to inſult auer 


thoſe that hane done amiſſe, 


But heere wee ſhould doe the Church of Rome 
iviuric toleaue her out,who indcede carricth away 
the bell from all others iv this kind of deceirfu)l 
painting and colouring: vnder the name of Chriſts 
Spouſe playing the filthy Harlor;vnder the title of 
the Chusch,, fighring againſt rhe Church ; vnder 
the colour of Religion , raking away the 2igor of 
it, and in a word, making rhe (/ ew of godlinefſe to be 
onely a cloake ofrwickedneſje. I would rather ſet our | 
this in Maſter Foxes words, than in mine owne,he 
bath (olinely and in the right colours deſcribed.or 


rather deformed this monſter; thus writing of her 
* As in doctrine, (o in order of life,and deepe hy- 
pocriſie 


tn. A. 


—— 


"n 


* their (ecrers,they diſpenſed as they were _—_— 
O 


| and clofe carriage, ſmother. and preſſe in many of 


| plot, already afſented ro by the King, might hane 
Ln hindred 5 when as by this meancs, the grofle 
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« pocrific was ſhe corrupted, doing all things vader 
< prerences & difſembled titles. Vnder the pretence 
© of Peters Chaire, they exercifed a Maieſtte aboue 
< Emperors & Kings:vnder the viſor of their vowed 
< chaltity raigned adultery:vnder the cloak of pro- 
< feſſed pouerty,theypoſlefled the goods of the tem=; 
< poralry:vnder the title of being dead ro theworld, 

< rhey not only raigned in the world,but allo ruled 
«the world:vnder the colour of the keies ofHeauen 
< to hang vader rheir girdle, they brought all the e- 
< ſtates of the world vnder their girdle,& crept,nort 
© onlyinto the purſes of men,butalſo into their con- 
& ſciences:they heard their confeſhons, they knew 


& 2nd looſed whar them liſted. And fo much for the 
firſt deceirfull diffimulation of euill ro be-done, 
The lecond is, when the euill which we are rea- 
dy.to doe. is yet,by a ſubrile kinde of violence, kept 
in ſo that jc comes notforth into the outward att, 
Thus many there are, that poliriquely, by a ſmooth, 


their vices which if they ſhould breake torth,might | 
hinder them in their deſignes or defires: An exam- 
ple wee haue in Haman; who though inwardly he 
ſwelled with malice againſt Mordecaz, becauſe of 
his ſtiffe knee and ftour heart z yet as the Scripture 
ſaycs,be refrazned himſelfe ; he brake nor forth into 
any dittemper of words but craftily concealed and 
confined his anger within the bounds of his owne 
bolome, leaſt otherwiſe the ſuccefle of his bloudy 
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[ thought, leſt he be proud. Why. was he not proude 
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abuſe of the King in his falſe ſuggeſtions againſt rhe 
lewes, and faigned pretences of the publike good, 
would ſoone haue come to light, and that the true 
cauſe was bur a matrer of priuate ſpleene againſt 
Mordecai. Thus many, whileſt they are in petition 
of ſome office, or in expeRation of ſome profit or 
preferment, how witty,how wily are they in the 
diſſembling of their greedy, griping, cruel}, ambi- 
tious, auaritious, and other vitious diſpoſitions, 
which might make any rub in their way 2 There 
are not {o many, nor ſocunning deuices for the hi- 
ding of vat#rall infirmities of the body( as the croo- 
kednefle of the legges,or backe. want of a tooth, or | 
an eye, or ſuch like ) as in ſuch caſes rhe deceirfoll | 
heart will finde our for the hiding of the »xwaturat | 
deformitiesof the ſoule.Bur let once their deſires be 
granted, then they ſhew rhemſelues z then the wa- 
rers,before ſtopt and dammed vp, runne ouer. and 
rage furiouſly. Hence it was that the Prophet well | 
acquainted with the craft of theſe foxes,prayes ; Tex 


at the wicked hawe his defire,;O Lord;performe not his | 


before £ Yes, in his very wiſhes he was proud; bur 
then pride was locked vp, and impriſoned ; now 
his defire being fatisfied, it would walke abroad 
and play reakes : The meaning then of the Pro- 
phert is, that the wicked, that before the obraine- 
ment of his purpoſe was proud inwardly, bur yet 
in policie repreſſed it, would now bee proud our- | 
wardly, and open the flood: gates, that the current | 
mightrunne amaine. And ſurely ſo it is oftentimes, | 


that as Sav/ hid himſelfe in the ſtufte, when he was | 


to | 
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ro be choſen King z forhe wicked in the like caſes, 
when theylooke,cither by election,or other means, 
co ger this or that, very cloſely hide,though norwirh 
San, themſelues, yer their filthy {tuffe and baggage 
wirhin? And that with no leſſe ſubſtill fleights, than 
once Rachel hid the Idolls, Rahab the Spies : They 
will make euen thoſe that do more narrowly marke 
them, belecue, rhat they haue diſcharded, and ſenr 
away packing thoſe corruptions, which yer lye ſe- 
cretly harboured in the cloſers of their hearts. As 
Rahab bore the Terichuntines in hand, the Ifraclites 
were gone away, when as they lay hid vnder the 
ftalkes of Flaxe, vpon the roote of the houſe : Such 
ftalkes of Flaxe, ſuch cloakes of ſhame, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeakerh, as it were the torne ragges, and worne 
ſhooes of thoſe guileful Gibeorites.haue al ſuch rhat 
walke craftily,to hide their filthineſſe from the eyes 
of the world. In which regard the Scripture very 
fltly hath called chem generation of Vipers;for as the 
Viper hath his reeth buried'in his gummes, ſo thar 
one would thinke ir were a harmeleſſe beaſt, and 
could not bire z fo alſo haue theſe deceirfull hypo- 
crites their ſecrer corners and conueyances, wherin 
rhey ſo cunningly couch their wickednefſe,that one 
would take them. of all others.to be the moſt inno- 
cent. To this appertaineth rhar fimilirude of our 
Sauiour. Lake 11.44. Woe be to you Scribes and Phart- 
ſes Sypocrites.for yee are as graues which appeare not., 
andthe men that walke oner them perceine not. As the 
deepe grane hides the ſtinking carkaſe, and keepes 
in the ſtench from offending any mans ſmell, that 
men walke ouer them, and yet neuer perceiue the 
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euill Cauour that is within: ſo the deepe and difſem- 
bling hare of man is a cunning digger of ſuchgraues, 
nay,it ſelfe, as it were,is a graue, wherein their rot- 


cenneſſe and eorruprion lies fo cloſely conered,thar 
hardly the ſharpeſt noſes of ſuch as conuerſe with |. 


them ſhall bee able to ſmell them our'So powerful] 
is po/icie in the wicked to reftraine their corruption 
from ſcandalous eruption; more by farr,ſomerimes, 
than is grace in ſome that are truely religious, For, 
looke how Iſaack, made ſhew of ſtrangeneſſe with 
Rebeccahis wife, when the knowledge of that neere- 
nefle might haue hazarded his life : ſo doe euill men 
counterfeir a kind of ſtrangeneſſe, euen with their 
beſt beloued ſinnes, where open familiaritie might 
be dangerous : Bur as Tſaack was at lengrh diſcoue- 
red, when Abimelech ſaw him ſporting with her : ſo 
theſe cloſe companions, let them be heeded conti- 
nually.but with ſomething more attentiue an eye,8& 
it will be hard but ſometime or other we ſhall take 
them napping. and ( as beggars fayning lameneſſe 
without their crutches, without their veiles, ) euen 
very familiarly | themſelues with thoſe fans, 
by the crafty forbearance whereof they formgrly 
deceined vs. 

The third deceit in diſ{;mulation is.to difſemble and 
conceale euill already done. The ſtrumper, when 
ſhe hath eaten ſfolſer bread, yet ſhe hath ſuch a Jex- 
teritie in the wiping of her lippes,that not the leaft 
crumme ſhall hang on to bewray her,nor the leaſt 
ſigne of her wantonnefle ſhall appeare : And there- 
fore boldly ſhe ſaics,7 have done no wickedneſſe. And 


| this ſhe carries ſo cloſely from the eye of rhe world 
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chat $4/om0n ſhewesitto 'be as hardto findir Qut, 
as thoſe things which are hardeſt; namely , as #he 


MC lt. 


| way of an Eagle in the. ayre.,norta beofeencafter once | 
| Howne away; the way of 4 Serpent on afione,gliding | 


away without leaving any impreſſion of her body 


the earth; the way ofa Ship in the Sea, (wiftly carried 
away with the windeszand laftly: } a« the may ofia mar 
with a maide, thatis a clofe & a chafte virgiri, that is 
kept cloſe from the -accefle of ſtrangers. Looke how 
hard iris for a man iudged vaworthy', to)getanho- 
neſt modeſt virgin ,: kepr cloſe:in herparcoes.twule 
(which is made no lefle difficulethentogera flying 
| Eagle4 ſo hardir is to diſcouer a whore ji to cone 
uince her of ber wickedneſie. Thar # thearay of an 
| ednlrrefs ," that's, as lard ro finde Qurariy of the 
Ffoure fore-menrioned things: Hen deceitfull kcarvis 
' fo fruitfall a harcher of ſhifrs and evaſions. And this 
1is naturall to all the Sonnes of Adam, after the ex- 
)ample oftheirFarher;'\when.chey have dane cuill, 
[preſentlyeo-niinne inco thethickersro ſeekeburicor 
terlets to hide rheir nakednefle . Sometimes. by 
grofſe and palpable lying , otherwhiles by thenea- 
rerant finet kinde of lyingy I meane.that ſpphifiitall 

| Teſit32 48 equinoration:a trickerhe Digettghceirmay 
fter hath tanzht them by his owne example 3 butſo 
;much the'worſe in them than'iindum,- torthathee 
| equiuocated to hide his igzoreece of, chati which he 
equtaooare ac hide. cheir 


— 


{could not reneale': theſe © 
| nowledee of that theycan-and ought. to reutale:: 
{ for being fometimes poſed with ſome quelitions cons 
| cerfiing, farure enents ,; andnor knowing: well what 
nad 
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to anſwere , and yer not willing to loſe his credir 


| with his blinde worthippers , cither by filence or 
' plaine (pecch;hee ſhaped his anſweres in ſuch anam- 
| bipno0ns hovering manner ;. thar;-which way ſocuer | 
 theeeuent ſhould fall-onr, ir could nor fall out amiſle | 
; co his anfwere -; becauſe being vpheld with this 
prop of Equinocartion , -ir-would ſtandtrue cuen in 

' conraryeaents:» Thus when in-his Prophets he was 
demanded by A4heb concerning his going to warre 
againſt Ramoth Gilead,and the luccefſe thereof, hee 
anſwered Goethe Lord will delinerjt intothe hands of 
the King : Yea, burof what King:, thou lying equi- 
uocating Spirir ? whethesinro the hands of the ad- 
werſary King to be ſubdued , or of it owe King ro be 
reſcuedand deliuered 2 This hee determines nor, 
bur fpeakerh fufpenſely and vncertainely, to gull 4- 
hab, and make him runnchead-long vpon his own 
deſtruction. And yer here once againe, marke trow 
the Diuels equiuocating is not all our ſo bad as the 
Ieſuires: for hee confeflerh his equiuocating to bee | 
| plaine lying ; 7w#/ goe ſaith he, and be-a tying ſpirit | 
in. the monthes of the Prophets, Hee was onely an 
equiuocacing ſpirir in their mourhes : for the words| 
in ſome {enſc /,- and as the Diuell might interpret 
chem, might bee true, and yet hee grants that his 
wordes, though neuer ſo qualified with bo 
ting quirkes,were no better then lyes. Burthe Ieſu- 
ires , not hauing ſo:much asthe Diuels ingenuitie in 


= Kickenortojuftific their equiuocarions as iuſt 


and jawfull. + The wicked deceirfulnefle whereof 
the Diuels pradtiſe, cuen ofit ſclfeglone , wichour 
his confelhion., is ſufficient to diſcouer : for (befides 
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| our Saniour a murrherous lyer. 
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The dereitfulneſſe of Mans heart: 


the example already mentioned , and his daily pra- 
ftiſe in his crooked Oracles among theheathen : ) 
Thus dealr hee at the firt wich our hrft Parents,tel- 
ling chem, that by cating rheforbidden fruit , their 
eyes ſhould bee opened, and they ſhould bee as Gods, 
knowing good and enill. Now the knowledge of euill 

is two-fold : 1. A pure and imple knowledge of it, 
is it ſelf. 2. A feeling and experimental knowledge 
of it in our ſelues. T he Divell indeed meant onely 
chis latter , "poſſeſſing yer the minde of Adam and 
Exe with an apprehenſion, and expettarion , of the 

former. Now if the Diuel ſhould have been challen- 
ged for deceiuing, had not his defence beene ready 
with this ſhield of equiuocation z mighr he nor haue 

ſaid eventhat which Mojes, hauing, reference to this 
his ſpeach (peakerhgwerſ7.why ? are not my words 
rrue ? are not your eyes now opened to fee your er» 
rour, which before you ſaw nor? doe not you know 

your ſclues ro bee naked'.- and ſo haue nor you thar | 
knowledgeof euill,which 1 promiſed,cuen aknow- 
ledge ariſing our of your owne experience ? and yer 


Geneſis "'” "oi 


iluſtcated, 


for all this, Pa#/for this fad cals hint a cofener, and | z Cor. 1.3. 


hee kept with Chriſt himfſelfe ; when ſhewing him | 
onely the ſhadowes and imaginary repreſentations 
of things, hee ſaide, AU theſe will I gine thee. A 
great catch ſure ; even juſt nothing. Thus alſo play- 
ed he wirh Sax. taking vpon him to fore-tc)] furure 
events in the hands of God, To morrow thou and thy 


the dinell ro be of Gods counſell,thar he can ſo cer- ), 
rainly determine che endof any mans dayes, which | 
4 are | 
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| atelyfollumine; but alſo, the time to come indefinitely,! 
|and at Jarge;as:in that of our Saujour, Care zot for to 


The deceit fulweſſe of Mane heort. | 


are numbred with God? no , hee doth nor define it] 
certainely, bur {peakes darkely and deceirfully : for! 
[ £0 morrow) doth.notopely ſignihe the, day immedi- | 


morrow:;and inthat of God, Mhes thy fonxe ſhall acket 
thee to morrow, What & this? thats, hercafter, in rhe 
time to'come; and in that of the Poet, Seeke not what 
ſhell be to morrow , and I care onely for to day: who 
kzowes to morrow £ Now indeed Sant did nor dye 
che nextday after this conference , as will appeare| 
to the more diligent peruſer of the whole context 
of thar Hiſtory:yer Sathen (ceing (ome likelyhoods 
of ir. ventured ſo to ſpeak, as if the next day he ſhold 
haue dyed;burt wirhall, becauſe he was not ſure of 
ir, he fo rempered his ſpeech wich the ambiguitic of 
he word;#o morrow, that his credit might be ſaued, 
chongh $S2y/ hadnort dyedtilla yeere after, Thus we 
[ſce how the Dinel,as he is the Father of lzes in gene. 
{ra!l,ſo alſo'of this more handſome and cleanly man- 
| ner of lying, wherewich the deceirfall heart of man 
| 
| 


vſeth ro diffemble,and hide irs ſhame. Not but that 
ir abounderth with varictie of diuers other, ſuch 
like knacks and devices. For we ſee howDanid could 
g0e abour to cloke his adukery : firſt, by ſending 
[for 77iah home, and then commanding bim 46 goe 
ro his wife: ſecondly , when thisrooke not , by ma- 
| king him drunk, thinking wine would perlwadehim 
better then words:thirdly, when neicker this would 
fadge , by murthering ofhim , and marrying of his 
wife.Bur of all other ferches, none to this of the ar- 
tificiall le, diſguiſed by equinacetion: alt other _ 
| are | 
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borne; and this is moſt in requeft with his Schol- 
lers at this day, and therefore we haue the longer 
infiſted ypon ir. And ſo much for difimulation of 
euill, 

Diſſembling of goods, when wee conceale and 
{moother that grace and conſcience which is in vs, 
being in ſuch places and companies , where ſuch | 
things may bee preiudiciall vnro vs . Thus many | 
Proreſtants, being in places of Jdolatrie, honour the 
Mafſe with their preſence. Thus: many of the con- 
uerted Corinthians, ouer-taken with the humane 
temptation , as Paul termeth ir, that is,a temptation 
ariſing from humane frailty; too much fearing men, 
gratified their Idolatrous acquaintance with their 
preſence at the Idols feaſts. And fo by an outward 
ſhew of Idolarrie, they didhide that inward' hatred 
of Idolatry that the Lord had wrought in them. 
Thus alſo did Peter himſelfe , OgGer-come with the 
ſame remptation, ' 1#44ize in the preſence of the 
tewes, conforming himſelfe to their Ceremonies, 
contrary to his owne;borth knowledpe, As, 10.15. 
28. and former practice. Ge/.2.12. And thus ſome 
profeſſors being in the company of the prophane, 
will not ſticke ro game, roguſſe, andſweare with 
them: eucry way ſo carrying themſelues, that they 
ſeeme to care ſor nothing more in ſuch compantes, 
rhen rhat their language may not bewray them to 
be Galilzens , or their countenance to be fuck - as 
thoſe which are going vp to Rruſalem. O my bro- 
ther, whara ſhame is his for thee, to be aſhamed of 
that which is thy Crowne, thy glory ? How vnwor- | 
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| medof him in regard of his meannefſe , what then 
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thy art thou of the grace of God, who offereſt ir, 
andſo God himſelfe fo vile an indignitie ? If it be a 
ſhame among men for a childe , rhough nener fo 
much aduanced aboue his poore farher,to be aſha- 


for vs to be aſhamed of our heauenlyFarher, ſo full 
of glory and maicſtie 2 If it were a ſhame for David 
to play the naturall foole , much more for a Chri- 
{tian ro play the prophane foole , ro make ſhew of 
wickedneſſe, Surely yer of the rwo deceits, this is 
farre the worſe, to make men belceue wee are nor 
religious when wee: are , than contrarily, True jn- 
deede; The lip ofexcellency doth not become a foole : it 
is naught when wicked men will bee vſing gracious 
ſpeech, to ſeeme religious : but much Heſſe doth lying 
beſeeme a worthy man : It is farre worle when good 
men will vſe the faſhion of the wicked, For in the 
difſemblingof vice, and fayning of godlines,though 
we doe hurt roour ſelues, yet we may doe good to | 
others by our example; cauſing them ro doethar in| 
rruth, which our ſelues doe onely in hypocriſie, As 
oftentimes ſtage-plaiers, by fained mourning,wring 
forth rrue teares our of the ſpectators eyes. Bur in 
rhe diſſembling of our grace,and making ſemblance 


' Nullus poteſi fo 
mulare ſemalk 


of wickednes,as we hurt our owne.ſo alſo the (oules 
of many others, fleſhing and hardning themſeclues 
in ſinne,by our example. 

But: heere, haply, (ome will ſay. that ir is impoſ- 
ible for any to faine himſelfe to bee wicked ; foral- 


mala factat me 


much as none can counterfeit wickednefle by doing 


that which is good : and hee that doth that which 
_ eu1ll, 1s no counterfeit, but a wicked man indeed. 


Anſwer 
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The deceit fulneſſe of Mens heart. 
Anſw. 1. There are many indifferent ations in 
themſelues , which yer haue an appearance of enill, 
by the doing whereof a man may faine wickedneſle. 

2.In many cuillactions there is a two-fold euill. 
Firſt, the euill itſelfe that is done : Secondly , the 
euill that is ſignified by that which is done. As in 
Toſephs (wearing by the life of Pharaoh, in Peters Tu- 
daizing , in Jehoſhaphats ioyning with Ahbeb in affini- 
tie, and ſociety of warre : beſides the euill of the 
actions themſclues , there is a further cull ſignified, 
namely,thart Toſephis as prophane as the Zgyptians, 
Tehoſhaphet as idolatrous as Ahab, Peter as ſuperſtiti- 
ous as any of the-Iewes. Now,how ſoecuer they thar 
doe euill are indeed euill in regard of the firſt kinde 


- 


feſlor weares long haire, bee dorh euill, bur yer hee 
1s not euill in that kinde of wickedneſſe, which this 
aſtion ſeemes ro import. For to weare long haire 
is commonly a badge of a royſter, or ruffian, yer 
the profeſſor is notfuch a one indeede. And there- 
fore he makes ſhew of that euil} ro be in him, which 
indeed is not. For, as a man may be-lye himſelfe in 
words, as hee that told David hee had flaine Sawl, 
when indeed hee had nor ; fo alſo in his deedes, 
which alſo hane their language, And this is , when 


which yet weare innocent. If Toſeph with his mouth 


raohs 
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of euill, yer not. inregard of the ſecond, When a pro-| 


wee doe ſome leffer euill, that carries with ir a foule | 
note, and ſhrewd ſuſpition of a greater euill , of the | 


thould haue ſaid, I care for rhe true God as lirtle as | 
the Fgyptians, who ſeeth not bur that hee ſhonld | 
haue fained that wickedneſſe ro bee in himſelfe, | 
which in truth was not ? Now, by ſwearing by Pba-| 
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The decentfulneſſe of Mans heart. | 


 raohs life, ifi effe& he ſaid as much. | 

Theſe be the deceits of Diſſmmulation: The deceit 
of Simwlation is ſpecially thar , whereby men make |. 
(hew of thar grace and godlinefſe which either they 
have not at all,” or ee nor inthat meaſure they | 
make thew of, being ſpecially ſwayed with the ſini- 
| ſter reſpeCts. of gaine andglory. To make ſhew. of 
more gracethen indeedeis , may:be incident ro the 
godly: but romake ſhew of grace when there is ner 
any at all ,-no not ſo much as the leaſt liking of ir, 
this is peculiar to the wicked. With whom thar 
| miſchievous Machier7lian precept formuch preuai-| 
leth; That vertwe it ſelfe ſhould not be fought after, but 
' only the appear ance:becauſe the credit is a helpe.the ve 
a cumber, Wherefore as Izcob ro ger Tſacks bleſſing 
put on Eſaxs cloathes ; ſo doe theſe 'þypocrits *, 'to 
get the bleſſing and praiſe of men , in ourwar# 
habire apparel! themſclues like Chriſtians. And 45, 
Tacob thereby deceiued Tſack , ſo doe theſe oftert® 
times the moſt judicious Chriſtians ;' like as: the 
figge-tree with her leaues decciued'Chrift, and as 
| the empry boxes in Apotkecaries ſhops, with their 
| faire ritles written vpon them , deceive rhe igno- 
rant comersin. Though theirhearrs be bafe ; and 
| vile earthen pots, yetthey muſt be oner-laide with 
| 


the ſiluex drofſe of glozinp', and glorious wordes. 
Thus hypocrites ſpeake not o#t of, but contrary to 
| the abyndance of rhefr hearts. , When rheir lips, 


| k&good mens, ſcatter ktiowledge;their hearts ar | 
|the ſame time , navehrinefſe. They know them-! 
i{elnes to haue Lyors #2eth, & yet womens haires mult | 
a hb: robe Woluet , and yer the ſheepes cloathing muſt 
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on.to be dragons,and yer the Jambes hornes muſt on, 
and that as. once among rhe Iews many rude vn- 
lettered and vonurtured ruftickes wore the rough 
garment of rhe Prophets, namely to deceixe. Some 
Painters haue had ſuch a gifr in the linely expreſ- 
fing of the formes of Birds and other Beaſts, that 
true Birds and lining Beaſts haue beene deceiued in 
raking them for their mares.Bur the hypocrite purs 
downe the Painter : for by his glozing and gliſte- 
ring ſhewes, in all outward workes he doth fo per- 
fe&tly reſemble the true Chriſtian, that he deceiuerh 
not.as the Painter, filly Birds,but reaſonable men z 
yea, learned and experienced Chriſtians. Whence 


ir commeth to paſſe, rhar as the Horſe neighed at 


the picture of a Horſe, as if it had bin a true horſe, 
and as the Calte in the Epigram, went to ſucke the 
teates of a painted Cowe ; ſo euen ſometime the 
wiſeſt Chriſtians , alike deceiued with the countex- 
feits,embrace and entertaine them as their fellowes. 
thinking to ſucke ſome fweerneſſe of grace our of 
them: for as the Agyprian Tuglers outwardly repre- 
ſented Moſes miracles, and ſo deceined Pharaoh : fo 
doe hypoccires the pietie and zeale of Chriſtians, 
and thereby bleare the eyes of the godly. Nay. of- 
rentimes, as falſe gold in gliftering goes beyond 
rrue,and once their hyred mourners in lamentation 
beyond the deceaſed parties owne friends; and 
fawning flatterers in ourward complements of 
fricadſhip, beyond true friends themſclues ; fo 
may hypocrites in outward workes ſceme to carry 
ir away from the ſoundeſt Chriſtians. Hypo- 
crifte, though it be bur the Ape of Chriſtianirie, 
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and propoundeth it onely for outward imitation # | 


yet here for al rhar,the 7mitationexceedeth in ſome 
poines,the ſimple;the piFure,the patterne.ls the true 
Chriſtian hot in prayerFhe wil ſweat:Is he ſomething 
more ſorrowfull? he will weepe and 51ubber, In prea- 
ching crzes heehe wilroare. In hearing doth he bur 
life vp his hand? he will lift vp his 2ozce. Doth hee 
bur ſgh ſoftly2he will cry ont amaine. Doth he run? 


with his eyes on the ground ? the hypocritical 
Tewes will hang d owne their heads like Bultraſhes, 
when yer their hearts ſtand vpright enough. Dorh 
Timothie weaken his conſtitution by abſtinence 2 


on bee wholly withered and wanzed. Doth Pax} 
corre his body with milder correction, as it were 
42 blow on the cheeke & the Teſuite will martyr his 
ſides with his feuerer diſcipline of Scorpions : Whi. 
ther. will not pride and vain-glory ſpur onthe hypo- 
ccire 2 Gods glory carryes the ſincere Chriſtian no 
further than ro Martyrdom ; there is the higheſt 

icch of outward workes, performable by a Chri- 
{tian z and yer vaine glory drives the hypocrite thi- 
theralſo. As Saint A«ſtez notably ſhewes, writing 
vpon thoſe words of the Pſa/miſt, thow knoweſt the 


ſecrets of the heart : that for thy ſake we are ſiaine cow-\ 


< tiually. W har mcanes this(faith the learned Fa- | 
<rher ) he knowes the tecrets of our hearts £ whar | 
&« he theſe ſecrets 2 Surely theſe, that for thy ſake | 
«wee are ſlaineall the day long. Thou and I may | 
«ſeea man to beſlaine, but why hee is ſlaine rhou | 
« canſtnottell : This God knowes, it is hidden | 
from 
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| 
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«from vs, euenin the very Catholique Church : 
& Thinke yee there neuer were any Catholiques,or 
« that now there may not bee ſome, that would 


| < ſuffer onely for the praiſe of men f If there were 


< not fuch kinde of men, the Apoſtle would not 
<« haue ſaid, T hough I gue my body to be burned, 
© and haue not charity, Iam nothing. There may 
be ſome therefore that may doe this, rather in the 
vanity of boaſting, than in the ſincerity of love. So 
farre Auſten, Whereby it may eafily appeare how 
ſtrange are the feates and famings of mans. deceitful 
hearr. Iugglers delufions are more eaſily efpiable 


| than theſe of a falſe and fayning heart Hence it is 


thar in ſcripture hypacrifie is compared to /eaver, 
which our eyes cannor diſtinguiſh from dowe by 
the celoxur; but onely our pelate by the Faſt. Our 
hands are more comperent hudyes for theſe decei- 
uers,than our cares; which will ſoone be bewitched 


with their goodly, aad glorious words.. Bur let vs | 


begin to handle them bur a little, and preſently wee 
{hall feele ſuch. roughneſle, ſuch a rhorninefſe, that 
we may truely ſay, The woyce of Tacob z but the hands 
of E (ay. . 

And thus much briefly for the firſt branch of this 
dodtrine of the hearts decentulnefle. The vie wher- 
of is two fold. 

Firſt,to teach vs wiſedome and warineſſe in gi- 


ing entertainement in our hearts to others z that 


wee doe nor preſently fer open the doores to letin 


all. No, though they be fuch as come commended 


vnto vs, with all the grace that. outward ſhewes can 
lend rhem. Otherwile, if we be negligent herein 
| as 
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as once the Partriarkes by their readinefle to ho- 
ſpiralicie,n ſtead of men, receiued holy Angels ; fo 
we contrarily,by our readineſle to beleeae, makin 

our hearts commonInnes for every one to lodge in, 


in ſteade of holy Angels, may quickly receiue rhe 
| foule and filthie Fiends:tor falſe prophets them- 


ſelues,as Chriſt tels vs, come in ſheepes cloathing, and 


light. How humbly did thoſe captainespreſent them- 
(clues before Ierexpy,defiring his praycr,his counſel, 
and promiſing obedience 2? and yet they had reſol- 
aed before hand whar to doe, and did bur diſſemble 
in their heats, in their {o religious a ſhew of com- 
ming to the Prophet. How eaſily may good Teremie 
bee deceiued with ſuch faire ſhewes*In the A- 
poſtles times did nor the falſe Seducers,which fer- 
ued nor the Lord zeſzs, bur their owne bellies, yet 
wirh faire and flattering ſpeech deceiue the hearts 
of the ſimple,& make marchandiſe of their {oules ? 
| Did they not make great ſhewes of more than ordi- 
nary humility and mortification.F or what auſterity 
is there among the Papiſts, or what zeale in wooing 
and winning of Proſclites, with which that of the 
Phariſees may not compare f Try wee then the 
Spirits before wee truſt them: for though men may 
| compoſe their faces and faſhions to neuer ſo great 
ſhewes of pietie, yer for all that ſexen abominations 
| may lye couched in their deceirtull hearts : And 
therefore, when our Sauiour tells vs, that by their 
fruits we ſhall kpow falſe Prophets,hee meaneth nor 
ſo much the fruits of their lives, which in outward 


| appearance,and in the indgement of men,may be as 
of g00d 


ſo the Diuel ?ranyfrexreth himiclfe into an Ancell of 


| 


| 
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good, as the rrue Prophets ; (for they come in 
ſheepes cloathing ) as of their dodrine. That wee 
muſt heede ſpecially, rrying ir by the word, and nor 
bee carried away with the pompous oftentation, ci- 
ther of rhcir words or workes. 

So alſo among our ſelues, wee muſt not preſently 
reach forth che right hand of fellowſhip ro euery 
one that beginneth to cry, Lord, Lord ; but firſt we 
muſt weigh them in the ballance of the Sanctuary, 
ro ſee whether they be currane merall or no. /ehx's 
queſtion is fit forall good Chriſtians , to propound 
ro-ſuch as /ehx was , before they admit rhem into 
their ſocietie, /s thy heart 2pright 2 As Chriſt would 
not truſt ſome thar ſeemed ro truſt him,becaule hee 
knew them well enough, ſo neither ſhould we, be- 
cauſe wee doe not know them. See how (crupulous 
che Chriſtians were ar firſt to receine S. Pax/ into 
their company, which was not ſo much Jaintie nice- 
reſſe, as inſt cautelouſneſſe, whereto the deceitfulnes 
-of mans heart doth neceſſarily vrge vs. It is not good 
indeedto wrong any man with grownd/eſſe ſuſpitions, 
ſo neither is it good to wrong our ſelues with over- 
eaſre credulitie. The (ame (pitt thar ſaith , Charitie 
belceneth all things. (aith alſo that a foole beleeneth all | 
things ; And charitie isno foole. As it is not caſily 
ſuſpitions, (o neither lightly credulous. 

Secondly, wee muſtall rake norice of this corrup- 
tion of our hearts, whereby we are ready to deceiue 
our brethren , what by faigning .. what by diſſem- 
bling. As Saint 70h» ſpeaketh of ſinne in general], ſo 
I ofthis particular, If wee ſay wee hane no decirful- 

neſle of heart, wee deceine our ſelues, &c. Wee are 
| D ready 
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ready totake notice ofthis in others, and wee ma 
heare foule-mourhed perſons caſting the aſperſion 
of hypocriſie vpon ſuch as deſerue ir farre leſle chen | 
chemſclues. For theſe carnal! and looſe Goſpellers, 

they, of all others, are the grofleſt hypocrites , thar 

in their outward profeſſion they make in the pub- 

lique worſhip of God, haue # forme of godlineſſe, but! 
indeed haue denied the power thereof, being reprobate' 
to every good worke , that by making couenant with 
God in ſacrifice, ſeemeto be Saints, yet by breaking 
couenantin their ſlaunders, thefts, adulteries ſhew 
themſelues ro be Diuels ; and therefore as the Di- 
uell inthe Goſpell was commanded filence, when 
be began to take the name of Teſus into his mourh, 
ſo alſo theſe, What haſt thou to doe to take my name inr 
to thy month, ec. And yerttheſe hypocrites that can 
not ſee the huge beame of hypocriſie in their owne 
eye, muſt needs bee tampering with the little more 
in their brethrens, O thar once wee could tearne to 
leaue this prying into others, and turne our eyes vp- 
on ourſclues z for the Prophet here ſaith, The heart 
Not of this kind of men, or that, bur in generall-chal- 
lengingvs all, the heart is deceitfull. Either then de- 
nie thy ſelfe to be a man, or confeſſe thy deceirful- 
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nefſe. And indeede whole heart is there that can 
plead guiltleſſe? who can with good conſcience be- 
fore Gods tribunall ſay , I am nor ſowred with this 
leauen? pay, how true is Sa/omors complaint, Every 


| temp. ſereg. 


j 


man boafieth of his owae goodnsſſe, but who (fall finde 
4 faithfull man? as in that one particular of /iberality, 
ſo in the generall of Chriſtjanitie ; that-performerh 
full out as much in workes, as he maketh ſhew of in 

words | 
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words. Such a oneisa blacke Swan, an odde man, 


| ſcarſe one of a thouſand, to be wondred at with-ou1 
| Sauiours; Ecce,Behold a true Iſraelite gc. How ma- 
[ny couers and curtaines hath euery ones heart 
| drawne before itto hide it ſelfe 2 Theeyes,the fore- 
'head,. the countenance lye often, the rongue how 
often? who caa ſay of all that ever he hath written, 
that S. Paw/ of his Epiſtles ro the Corinths : we write 
0 other things then thoſe you read? that is,that which 
you read written is indeed written as well in- our 
kearts as in this paper ; and ſo of his ſpeeches, and 
countenance, I fpeake no other things then rhoſe 
you heare, I hane no other face then that you ſee, 
which as the painted ſtrumper.cannor ſay, ſo neither 
can the guilefull diſſembler rhar painreth ouer his 
malicious and dogged countenance with laughter, 
and ſweet ſmilings.and ſuch like ſemblance of faire 
and lonely lookes;Ranſanke we therefore our owne 
hearts , and finding any of the vizors of deceitful- 
neſſe,ler vs rake them off by repentance. This is the 
beſt vncafing of the hypociite, namely , when hee 
ſhall vacaſe himſelfe : not when God ſhall vacaſe 
him by iudging him ; but when he ſhall vacaſe him- 
ſelfe by indging, and humbling himſelfe : nor when 

 Ged (ſhall doeit by condemnition, but himſelfe by re- 


| formation : not when God ſhall waſh our thy pain- 
\tings with the daſhing tempeſts of his iudgement, 
bur when thy ſelfe ſhalt waſh them our with the 
'{weere dew of thy repeating, and weeping eyes, 


being angry with thy ſelfe for former deceir, -and 
now rurning ſhowes intoſubſtance , ſhadowes into 
truth,a double heart & a clouen tongue, into a hearr 
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l:aque cum agi 
fabula wviderc- 
tur, dolor atlli- 
tat efl, 


He td 


of ſimplicitic,and lips of fncerirtie. Polzs an ator on 
theſtage.inthe repreſencation of griefe,remembring 
the dearh of his owne ſonne,fell from his perſonate 
fained-mourning to weeping in good earneſt, and to 
cry our amaine in the birternefle of his ſpirit : fo 
ſhouldeſtthou , who hitherto, as an ator on the 
Stage, onely to pleaſe men, haſt made ſemblance of 
repentance; fall from rhy fictions to repent ſeri- 
ouſly ,and in good ſadnefſe. Buralas, how many of 
vs doe quite contrary to that of Po/zs 2 for he per- 
formed the truth of that whereof onelythe imvit at#- 
ow and reſemblance was expected; we onely the ſemr- 
blance of that , whereof the very trath ir (elfe is ex- 
pected. He wept indeed, when he was thought onely 
to counterfeit: we counterfeit griefe when we doe, 


at leaſt would bee thought to grieue indeede. Bur ir | 


ſhall be beſt for vs to imitate him,and in the middeſt 
of our hiſtriovicall and hypocriticall, repentance, to 
turnetothe true practiſe of repentance,plucking off 
our vizors , and making our owne faces as faire as 
our vizors.. 1 is tearcf21], which ſometimes is repor- 


ww 


red to haue fallen out, when aniong-a company of ) 
counterfeic Diuels on the Stage,the true Diuel ſhal | 


come in and chaſe away theſe fained : but it is com- 
fortable , when among the company of many pain- 
ted and gilded graces , the truth of grace ir ſelfe at 
length commeth, cauſing all thoſe ſhewes to goe a- 
way, as the body the ſhadow. 

Thus, if thine owne hand ſhall vn-maske thee, 
it ſhall bee for thy credite , and comfort , if 
not, bur thou wik rather ſtay , till Gods hand 
come to vnmaske thee , ( for certainly euery hypo- 
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masked cirher by God or hjmſelfe ; O happy hee 
char by doing it himſelfe , can ſaue both God a la- 
bour,and himſelte you Thouſhalr find how feare- 
full a thing it is to fall into the hands of God, which 
ſhall plucke thy maske from thy face , and thy head 


vncolour thee thou coloured hypocrite, hee will 
ftrinke thee choupainted wall tothy ſhame and con- 
fuſion : it may bee in rhis life, by giuing thee o- 


his temptations, that chqu ſhouldeſt fall into Apo- 
ſtaſie , and with Demas , imbrace the preſent world. 
For ſuch as profefſe onely in hypocrifie , and to-| 
gether with their outward profeſſion of the truth, 


to ſuch the Lord ſhall ſend zhe —_ of errour, 
that they ſhowld beleene ler, Bur it in this life, God 
thus dere& not thine Aſſes cores vnder thy Lyons 
skinne, afſuredly hee will doe it throughly in the 
life. co come. art.the laſt day , when hee ſhall ſtrip 
thee ſtarke naked of all thy cloakes of craftineſe, 
wherewith thou veiledſt rhy ſhame here,andpre- 
ſcar thee before thar generall aſſembly, 
as it were on the Stage,a laugh- 
ing ſtocke ro Men and 
Angels. 
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affetions ſeparately,and by themſelnes. 


CEeaAP. III. 
Of the deceit whereby we indge our ſelues not to bee ſo) 
enill, as indeed we are. | 


E haue briefly runne over the former part 
of the hearts deceitfulneſſe, whereby ir de- 
ceiueth ofhers, nor ir ſe/fe, with rhe ſeue- 
rall parcels thereof : now vee come to the fecond 
part of deceirfulneſſe , and that farre more deepe 
and dangerous then the former ; namely , that 
which wee may call ſe/fe-deceit , whereby wee de- 
ccive euen oxy ſe/ues, ſometime together with, lome- 
times againe withour.deceiving others beſides, 

This deceirfulneſſe may be confideredeither in | 
the minde or affeftions Zoyntly together , or in the 
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The former deceitfulneſſe ſhe wes it ſelfe fpecial- 
ly in foure things: 1.,1”indeing:2.inperſmading:; 3.in 
promiſing : 4-in pre Tiſing, For.the firſt, which is in| 
indging,though it may ſeeme that indgementbelongs, 
properly tothe mind;yer becauſe here the affections 
interpoſe themſclues, and the erroneous mdgement 
of the minde commonly recciueth its tinfture from 
the affections, I doe therefore equally intereſt both | 
the minde and affeoms in this firſt deceit. Now the 
deceit of the heart judging , is either in judging of 
our per. ſpns,or of our 4Fions. 

In iudging of our perſbws there are ſpeciall three | 
deceits;whereof the firſt is, when we thinke,through| 
pride 2nd ignorance, that wee are not ſo bad, as -n | 
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truth we are, Andrthis deceit is not onely inregard 
of that wee iudge of our ſelues for the time preſert, 
; burallo paſt, and to rome. | 
| For che time preſent, how many are there , groſe- | '-Preſear. 
ly raintedwith many horrible Sinnes, which yet in 
no caſe they will be brought to ſec or acknowledge? | 
nay, ſofarre are they blinded through ſeffe-/one,and | | 
ſelfe-deceit , that they will bee at daggers-drawing | 
wich any thar ſhall offer ro lay ſuch marters co their 
charge, The Phariſee cackles and crackes in the 
Goſpell, that he is nor 2#i#ſt.nox an extortioner, he | Luke 18.11. 
choughrt himſelfe free enough from thole ſins , and 
| ycrour Saujour, who could not be deceiued , faſte- 
nerh this impurarion vpon that whole Tribe, that 
howſoecuer rhe out-fide of the cup andplarter were 
very exquiſitely mundified, yer rhe in-ſide was ful/ 
of ravenings.and wichedneſſe. Whereupon he exhor- 
reth them by Almes ro make cleane thoſe Diſhes 
which enen ſwimmed with bloud , in regard the 
meates in them were gorten by euil] meanes, as by 
deuouring of Widdowes houſes rhrough colour of 
long prayers; by teaching children euen to ſtarve 
their owne parentstooffer tothe Alrar, that is in- 
deede , ro their paunches and purſes, Was nor this 
vniuſtice and extortion ; and yer becauſe't was 
ſomething more cleanely carried, andnor ſo grofle, 
and apparant as thar of the Prub/icanes, or common 
'theenes.therefore he blefſerh himſelfe in a ſuppoſed 
'freedome ſrom that fin, and triumpherh , ſaying, 7 
a1 no extortioner.no ninſt p:rſon: Nay; our of thine 
/owne mourh ſhalt thou be iudged , rhou deceirfal] 
Phariſee; That ſhall caſt thee: For, when after thou | | 
D 4 ſayeſt 
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 ſayeſt,vor 45 this Publicene;is not this ſhamefull iniv- | 
{tice fortbee ts indge another mans ſernant that ſtan- 


| and paying of rythes , as though by theſe things 
thou hadſt deſeruedro be kepr by Godfrom break- 


| is it then for thee to talke of paying mat» his dues, 
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&erh or falleth to his owne Maſter ? And when after- 
ward thou gloricſt in thine owne vertues, of faſting 


;ing our into the ſcandals of adultery and extortion, 
art not thou an extertioner in the higheſt degree, 
that gocft about ro extore and wring from God 
 himſelfe bis moſt precious treaſure,his glory, which 
' hee will oor giue to another ? Thus many,with the 
'Phariſee , thinke themſelues innocent euough of 
theft,and ſuch like crimes, and will wiſh they could 
'no more bee rouched with other finnes, when in» 
| deede they have their hands very deepe in theſe 
tranſgreſſions ; viſually robbing cheis brethren, of 
| their good name, which being aboue filuer and gold, 
the theft thercof muſt needs, proportionably, be as 
boue the theft of filuer and gold, which is puniſhed 
with the gallowes ; nay , robbing God himſelfe of! 
bis worſhip ; of bis Sabbaths the time , and of his 
tithes , the props of his worſhip. What a mockery 


when thou denieft God his £ Or is ir theft to rob 
thy fellow ſubie&t, and not to rob thy King, and 


themfelues ot couetouſneſſe , as though they were 
'not ar all giuen that way , onely vpon this ground, 
becauſe they are no miching and craping nig- 
| gards, bur rather waſtfull and riotous prodigals. 


I 


Soueraigne ? So againe,wee may heare others purge 


' Nor conſidering that their / as. 0 cannot bee 
 vpheld, but by couctouſneſle, in ſeeking for more, 


| than 
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'rbhan God hath allotred, and that ;hy vagodly and ; 
vniuſt practiſes. So others free themſelues of pride, | 
onely becauſe they exceednor in rheir apparell, as 
others , when yer inwardlythey are fwollen with 2 
ſelfe-concett , and no men thinke berrer of them- 
'ſelues, than they Joe. Our ruffling and ſwafhing 
| cutrers , with whom a word and a blowe, a ljeanda| 
ſtabbe, thinke themſclues of an beroirall (ſpirit; and in | 
[no hand wonld indure the impuration'of PuGillani- | 
| mitie., of baſeneſſe of minde and cowardile.: Yet | 
'the truth is, they are moſt baſe ,, and vile cowards, 
{ſlauiſhly yeelding to their awne vile affetions, | 
; which ro ouercome.and by repentance to be reuen-| | 
ged of, is a farre greater argumenr of .a noble and | 
generous ſpirir,thanto purſuefo eagerly rhe renenge | 
of every petty iniurie , which the Apalſtle dilgra- | | 
ceeth by a word that ſignifieth iafiravitie, and loſſe.off| 1:Cor.6-7. | 
vidory, If it were true valour , why ſhould nor h 
they bee as hazardous of their eſtatesand liues , for 
Chrifts ſake and the Gofpell, when occaſion re- | 
quires ? Bur then none ſo faint-hearred and daſtard- 
ly as they. Infinite were it: ro follow all the parti-' 
cularities , whereby this deceir might bee exempli- 
hed. Of all others this is the moſt general! branch 
thereof, when men thinke they hane not ſuch anc!] 
uch corruptions , becauſe they feele- nor the| 
;powertu}] operation of them, by reaſon of Gods re- 
{ftraining hand, Many naturall men there :are 
| whom Gad nener renewed by his gyace , in .whom 
(Ferhee {o: moderarerh and bridleth' many.corrmipsi 
[tions , as pride, luſt, crueleie, &c, that they. breake | 


not forth, Hence ſuch men deceutully imagine | 
that] 
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| that they are framed ot {ſome pure mold, and are | 


|prefſmzg i, from wanrof aminde diſpoſed;or ofan oc- 
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of a berrer nature and diſpolition, free altogether 
from ſuch corraprions,becaule tree from the annoy- 
anceof-them.- As though a' Lyon were no Lyon 

| when:ferrered that he cannor rampe; or a Theife| 
no theefe , when manacled that hee cannor ſteale :; 

or the ſtone noſtone ,, when ſo bedded inthe blad- 
;derrhatir.canpor greatly vexe. Leſt therefore wee 
,deccioe ourſetoes in this poinr.ic ſtadeth v« in hand, 
diligently to examine whether the reft and fence of 
our corruption be from the reſtraining.or the renew 
ingtpiric;trom the grace of God ſuppreſſzng it, or op- 


cafonto bee propoſed forthe drawing forth of the 
corruption ? | " 
; :Asthus wee are deceined in iudging of our ſelues 
forthe rimepreſert lo alſo pa(?, and to rome: for the 
time paſt,wee haue an example in the Phariſees, thitt | 
ſaid , if they had lined in rhe daies of their Fathers, 
they would nothaue murdered the Prophets, when 
yer, their bloudy perfecution of Chriſt, that raught 
no other dodrine then rthar which the Prophers of 
' od had done, might ſufficiently diſcouer the deceit- 
fulnefle oftheir hearts ia this kinde. Thus wha: wic-! 
ked miſcreant ts there, that will not be rcadic to crie 
-cut vpon the high Pricfts , the Iewes & trecherous 
Tudas , with the reſt, thar had their hands in Chriſts 
bloud; andasforthem, ifrhey had then lived , they. 
wouldhaue taken Chriſtspart,agaiottthe Jeers , and 
fo Hooprrand Bradfords part , 'agaitit Bower and 
Cardiner 2 A likely matter, they now make fo much 
| of rhole in whom the pierie and zeale of thoſe holy 
martyrs 


, 
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||-bimſelfe; hee ſhall never deceine mee (o farre, asto 
make me thinke otherwile, then that if he had lined / 


very pitof hell, and made many goodly proteſtarti- 
ons, that if they had then lined, they would hane 
donnefarre otherwiſe-Burinfomuch as they did the 
fame thing to a new Elias, the Baptiff, that came in 
the ſpirit and power of Elias: it was thereby evident 
what they would haue done to the Elias. 


fo come , when wee will not rakerharnorice of our 
corruption, as'to rhinke we are in'dabger of falling 
hereafrer into thoſe groſſe and ſcandalovs ſins which 
Thraſonically to boaſt, thar if Popery,andperlecurion 


is that of Pefer , who had ſo opened his cares to the 
voyce of bis owne deceirfull and lying heart, that 
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martyrs reuined. Afuredly , hee thar now vnder' 
the Goſpel,ſheweth a ſpirefull and malicious minde' 
toa good and holy Chriſtian, well may he deceiue 


in holy Hoepers dayes,hee would hane beene ready, 
witch the forwardeſt , to haue carrieda faggot to his 
ſtake ; yea, if he had lined in Chrifts dayes,he would 
have beene ready to have driven in the firſt nayle 
into his body. Certainely an Herod/and Herodias to 
'Tohx Baptiſt, would hane beenean Ahab and Tezebel/ 
ro Elias. And yet I make no -=——_ burif one had 
asked eirher Herod or Herodias what they thought 
of ;habs and Tezebels dealing roward Flzes ,: and 
whar they would haue done in like caſe,I doubt:nor 
Fay, but rhey would have condemned them to the 


Laſtly, we deceiuc ourſelues in regard ofthe time 


hitherto we haucauoyded:thus many will nor ſticke 


ofthe truth ſhould againe re-enter; yet theywould 
neuer ſhrink. Butanotable example tor this purpoſe 
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'Luke 21:34, 


| 


| ble. For origz#al ſis.,in which we are all bred & born, 
| containerh in ic ſelfe the jeeas of all fins, that feare-| 


| drunkenneſſe. For they hadin themthe common poi- 


hee could not belicue Chrif himfelfe , the God of 
erath.fore-warning him of-his three-fold deniall;he' 
could norbe periwaded there was ſo much wickee- 
nes in his heart, So: Hozerd, when the Propherrold: 
him he ſhould crueHy rip vpthe women with child, 
and daſh their children againit the ſtones ,\asthink-, 
ing berter of bimfelfe,thanthateuer he ſhould break | 
forth inco ſugh'vatrage.ayfwered vor without ſome | 
indignation, #hat em T8 dog f Yea,that thou art Ha- | 
zaet;& (o.naturally are all che ſons of Adarn,in their: 
vicious qualities worſe than dogs,bearcs.,tigers, And 
thus.if or;own-hearrs:decejue vs not,ſhall weiugdge 
of our felnes,” thar there is no {inneſo odious vat 
which of our (clues wee are not ſufficiently inclina-| 


fullfinagainſ>cbe holy Ghoſt it ſelfe noc excepred, 
And therefore by reaſon of this ſo corrupt & rotten 
anature,wehaue a diſpoſition,cuen the beſt of vs,to 
the vileſrand moſt lothſome fs. One wonld haue 


tion and nurture, both vnder their Parezts,in honeſt 
and frugall trades, & vnder our $4#70#r, in holy and 
ſpiritoall learning, ſhould hane bin far enough from 
forfetting and drywkernes,the ſins of ſwaggerers, and 
nor of ſober, civill men,much lefle godly & zealous 
miniſters. And yetvnto them our. Savzovr addret- 
(cth this admonirion,T uke beede onto your ſelues that 
your hearts bee: not” made heany with ſurfetting 4nd 


ſon of nature,& ſo were obnoxious euen to the moſt 


| ſhamefull and reproachfall euils, And yer for al 


choughr rhatthe Diſciples inregard of their educa- | 


thi: 
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this , whoſe heart is there freefrom this deceir , of 
thinking himlſelfe free enongh,and far enough from 
{many, ſpecially hatefull, and ignominious fines, as 
marcher,thefr, adultery, periury, apoſtacy, and ſuch 
like £ Would not Daxi4(thinke we)as well as Peter 
[admoniſhed of his future deniall,haue made ſtrange 
of ir,if ir had beene rold him before-hand,thou ſhalt 
defile Bathſheba, murder Yr;ah 2 Would he not haue 
anſwered with Hazeel, What.am IT a dogge? This de- 
ceit is exceeding dangerous, and therefore take wee 
heede of it. For whence ir is that men ofrentimes, as 
ix ſeemeth of milde and gentle natures, breake forth 
into great Tage,cuen vnto murther ; andagaine men 
of chaſte behauiour into filthy and brutifh vaclean- 
neſſe > Whence 1s this I ſay,bur from this deceirful- 
nefſe of our hearts, whereby we perſwade our ſelues, 
that our nature is not ſo far venomed, that it ſhould 
be likely to bring forth ſuch peſtilent euils?& there- 
fore growing ſecure, and remirting of our watchful- 
nefſe,we arethe more eaſily ouerthrowne. Indeede 
ſome ſinnes there are to which wee are not ſo much 
tempted, as others (as Lzther ſaid of himſelfe, that 
he neuer felt himſelfe rempred to couerouſnes:)yet 


through tempration fall into, if Gods vaderprop- 
/ping hand withdraw it ſelfe. Asthe Apoſte notably 
\reacherh,exhorting to moderation towards our bre- 
chren fallen cuen into fouler fins,vpon this ground, 
,Conſrdering thy ſelfe that thou mayeſt be tempted,cuen 
with a powerfull and preuailing temptation, to fall 

| into thy brothers ſinnes.The viſe then of this point is 
to take heede of this.deceir, and knowing our _— 
whar 


there isno ſin but we may both be tempred ro , and | 


te 
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what wee are, to tremble and to feare enen thoſe 
ſinnes, which wee leaſtſuſpe&, and whereto wee 
finde not ourſclues ſo pronely carried. as to others. 
Wee would be lorh to truſt a Beare or Wolfe, or a- 
ny ſuch like Beaſt though by culture and manu- 
rance in their youth their in-borne ftercenefle bee 
ſomething mitigared. Still their naturall diſpofition 
ſticks ro them , and that willteach them to doe mil- 
chiefe. Why then ſhould we repoſe any ſuch con- 
fidence in'our felues, that wee ſhallnener laſh our 
intro ſuch and ſuch euils 2 Wee hane a Schoole- 
maſter within, thar narurall corruption that cleaues 
fo faſt vato vs, that will be ready to teach vs.yea to 
vrge and force vs'to the very heighr of iniquirie. 
Few will fo traſt their bodies , though neuer ſo 
ſound and healthy , but thatthey will feare cuen 
the moſt dangerous diſcaſes, as the poxe,the plague, 
and ſuch like infe&tions ; for that they know that 
even the bodies of the beſt conſticurion haue-matrer 
within , cuen for the vileſt diſeaſe to worke vpon. 


Afſuredly thy Soxle is a farre more fruitfull ſemz- 
nary of Sinnes,than thy Bodje of Diſeaſes. Wity then 


ſhonideſt thou ſuffer thy ſelfe to bee decejued more 
in the one thanin the other? The Heathen Philoſo- 
'pher commended this meditation to his Schollers 
in the hearing of others faults, have I done any ſuch 
like thing ? A good meditation ; bur yer in cale this 
queſtion greatly rrouble vs not. let vs add this other, 
may I uot doe the like,or worſe ? This is the holy feare 
Gods children ſhould hane of themſelues continu- 
ally. Such as was that in the cleuen Diſciples , who 


hearing Chriſt fore-telling, Oxe of you ſhall betray me, 
euery 
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| every one ina godly zralouſie & ſuſpition of his own 


naughty heart,cryed our,Maſter,zs it I? Maſters it 12 
heere euen-Perer himſelfe, thata little before could 
not thinke his heart ſo-vaſound, asto be fir to bring 
forth the miſhapen bret of fearefull deniall,now (hap- 
ly ſomething ſchooled and cooled by rhe. former {o 


reth rhe »gly and terrible monſter of feareleſſe and 
faithleſſe betraying. In this latter feare, imitate we 
Peter, and not inhis former preſumption : for when 
once we ſhall entertaine this deceirythat there are a- 
ay ſinnes which wee neede nor greatly feare , then 
are wee neareſt falling into them, And ſo often ir 
commerhto paſſe, that whileſt wee carefully watch 
againſt thoſe ſfinnes , wee ſee our ſelues by ſtrong 
remprations daily drawne vnto , and wholly neg- 
lect others, we thinke nor our ſelues ſo ſubic& vn- 
co; eſcaping by watchfulneſle the greater, through 
this deceitfulneſſe-of our hearts and the frujr there» 
of, our ſecuritie, wee fall in the leſſer dangers.Sure- 
ly Lot was in-greater danger of vncleannefle, lining 
among the impure Sodomites , than folitarily in the 
Mount, and Noah was, in greater danger of drun» 
kenneſſe, liuing among the drunken ſors of rhe 014 
world, that did nothing elſe bur 5r#tz/hly eate and 

drinke, then when there is none aliue to converſe 
with bur bis owne family. Burt yet they were in 

danger alſo in their ſolitarineſſe, as hauing that 

within them , withour which rhe evil} example of 
the wicked could not haue corrupted them. A- 

mong the wicked, exiÞ example indangered them : 

when from them ſtill cheir owze corruption threat- 


vehement and confident prediction of Chriſt ) fea- 
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ned danger. Bur loe (examples for euer to bee re- 
| membred) becauſe in their ſolicarineſſe , this deceir 
of heart tooke place , rhat of themſclues they were 
not ſo frameable roſuch ſinnes, and ſo ſtood nor, as 
in times paſt vpon their guard, hence ir came ro 
paſſe , that they who got the victory in the greater, 
were ſhamefully foyled in the lefſer conflict ; they 
that ouercame two aduerlaries together , the fleſh 
and the worl/4, were miſerably ouercome by one of 
them alone , the fleſh, withour the ayde of the. 
world. O then deliver wee our ſouies from this de- 
ceit , and poſlefle wee them continually with this 
meditation. There is no baggage ſo filthy bur my 


| full, bur it is a fit ſop/eto bring forth. Hardly ſhall he 


heart is a fir ſizke to recezxe , no monſter (o hideous, | 
bur iris a fit worbeto roncerne, no weede ſo poylon-! 


be caught thar thus feareth the ſnare. Indeed in e- 
uill of pyni/owent that of Tobis often true: That which 
T feared is come vpor me. But in theeuill of fin, that 
of Salomon, Bleſſed is hee that fearcth alwayes , how 
bleſſed, bur in eſcaping the ſinne feared; as the 
oppoſition there ſhewes ; #»t hee that 
[ not fearing] hardens his heart, 
ſhall fall into 


enill. 
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CruAP. X X1. 


Of the Zeceits of three ſexerall ſorts of men, the rich 
worldling, the cinill Tuſticiary, the looſe Libertines. 


566 O much of the firſt derezt, tn indging of our 


IRIyF perſons. The ſecond followeth. And that is, 
SGD when we thinke ourſeluesin good & happy 
eſtate before God, being indeede miſerable; when 
with the Church of L29adicea wee tudge our (clues 
| rich & wanting nothing, when indeed we are poore, 
naked, blinde, and beggerly wretches, If any mar 
(aith Part) thinke hinſelfe ſomewhat, when hee is no- 
thing, he deceincth himſelfe in his imagination. Now 
what greater ſomerhet than for a man to bee happy? 
what greater #otbjng than to be miſerable? and ſo 


ble, to iudye himſelfe happy; being in Gods deepe 
difpleaſure, ro account himſelfe ro bee highly in his 
fanour ? A deceit indeede very common, bur alſo 
very dangerous : for tn this caſe mans deceirfull and 
dreaming heart makes him like thatdreamerof the 


what greater 4ece## than this, for a man being milera- | 


Prophet, who though hangry and thieſty, yer in 
his ſleepe thinkes he hath-meare and drinke; bur as | 
heawakened ſees hiserror,and feeles hishunger, ſo | 
ſhall rhe heart aronled.by God, ar leaſt at the day | 
' ofiudgemenr, ſee her deceit, and feele her miſcry, 
Surely, as in the natural! dreames it is better when | 


they bee falſe, they ſhould bee of fearefull things, 
ithan of ioytull, as better for a King to dreame him | 
: ſelfe robe a Beeger, then contrarily fora Beggar to | 
| E 
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dreame that heis a Kivg: for the King,when he wa- 
kens, his griefe is gone, and his ioy redoubled, ſee- 
ing the vanity of his dreame; but the beggar, when 
he awakes, his former griefe thar ſlept wich him, a» 


wakes,& returnesſo much the fiercer, in regard of 
the falſe ioy of his dreame : (o is it in theſe dreames | 
and deceirfall dotages of the heart. Farre better. is 
that deceir, whereby the ſonne of Godthinkes him- 
ſelfe a ſlaue of Sathan, than the contrary, when the 
limbe of S«thax deemes and dreames himſelfe a 
member of Chriſt. Better it is for Neb#chadnezzar 
(being a man) through his braine diſtempered with 
melancholy, ro thinke himſelfe abeaft, rhan for a 
beaſt ro thinke it ſelfe a man : for this deceit. is no- 
thing ſo wall, nor ſo' perilous. A-mans falſe.con- 
ceir of miſery,when indeed heeis happy,:may leſſen 
his happineſſe, it cannot make him miſerable --but 
a mans falſe apprehenſion of happineſſe being miſe- 
rable, is ſo farrefrom making him happy. that it 
makes him twice, yea,remeditefle-miſerable:it being 
rhe firſt ſteppe to inefſe, ro know our miſery, 
Lamentable therefore is it, that this deceit being ſo 
pernicious, ſhould be ſo vniuerfall.Our Sonjiour tels 
ve,thar there are burfew that ſhall be ſaued: And yet 
if a'l they ſhonld bee ſaned,” that .thinke they ſhall 


be ſaued, ſure then there are burvery few that ſhall 
be damned, and thenthe ſtrait and warrow way is 
chat which leadeth to hell;rhe braad way is Heauen- 
way : for who is there, almoſt, that per{wadeth nor 
bimſelfe he ſhall be ſaued? 
Andheere I obſerue more ſpecially the deceit of 
anos ſcnerall ſorts of men; the rich Worldling, BY 
cinil 
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cinill Tuſticiarg,the looſe Libertine,or carna 1 Goſpeller. | 


and che fermporary Beleener;all theſe vpon their ſeue- 
rall; burall of chem decceiueable grounds, perſwa- 
| ding themſclues they are in the fauour of God. 
Firſt, the men of thisworld, whoſe bellies God 
flles with the hid treaſure ofthe earth, vpon occaſi- 
[on.oftheir outward proſperity are quickly brought 
into this fooles paradiſe of thinking them(elues- to 
bee the fpeciall darlings of God : for if the godly 
themſelues haue oftenrames their eyes ſo dazeled 
with the outward glictering & flouriſhingieſtate of 
the wicked, as thereupon they are ready to ſay of 
them, The generation of Gods children, which was 
once Daxids exrour for a time : how much more 
then, thinke we, will the wicked thinke fo of them- 
ſelues? Hee that maketh gaine, ſaith Danid, bleſſeth 
himſelfe , namely. in this falſe opinion of his owne 
felicirtie. And elſewhere he ſhewerh, that when God 
holdeth his pexce, and doth not by his iudgements 
diſturbe them in their pleaſures and profits, then 
preſently their decitfull heart thereon inferrerh, 
| that God 3s like to them; hee alloweth of them and 
their doings. That we may free theſe men from this 


{ 


 deceit,and diſcouer the groſneſle of ir, divers things | 


muſt be conſidered. . 

Firſt, if riches bee that, that makes men happy, 
(according to the fooliſh phraſe men vſe when ſuch 
things befall one,0 he is made ! ) how then comes it 
to paſſe, that Heauen,the chiefe and royall ſeate of 
bleſſedneſſe, is ſo emptie of theſe Treaſures ? for 
there grow no-minerals, the veine of ſiluer and gold 
is not to bee found there. And yet God, who there 
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ſheweth the brighteſt luftre of his glory,the holy 
Sgeints and Angels, that dwell there wich him, want 
nothing that may ſerue to make them compleathy 
bleſſed. Surely, belike happineſſe muſt bee digged 
out of the bowels of the carth,it growes below, not 
aboue, The carth can no longer ſay, when it isde- 
manded of our happineſſe, as it is in Tob, #t is wot in 
ze: If filuer and gold be our happineſſe,then ir is in 
the earth, and ſo, which is ſtrange, it is nearer Hel 
(which. the Seripture ſeemes toplace below in the 
deepes) than Heexen., which all know to be aloft, 
and (o —_ = —_— go God :let mee haue hea- 
| e235 Miſerietake thou hells happineſſe. 

2 If this deceit be true, hoopla ſhould rather 
be found inthe wi/zerneſſe of Indie, Turkey,and fuch 
like barbarous and brutiſh places, than in the- faire 
Edew of the Church. Is it likely, tharif riches were 
(uch Pearles, the Lord would caſtthem vato ſach | 
Swine? it ſuch happy things,he wouldthrow them 
ro ſuch Dogs? if the childrens bread, ke would feed | 
whelps with them? - 

3 Riches indeede,inkhemſelues,are the good ble(- 
ſings of God, and the norable inſtruments of ve r= 
rue, as weeſec in Salomon, Abraham, Lot,and other 
holy rich. men-inthe Scriptures, inall whom rhat 
laying was true, Wiſedome # good with aninheritance. 
Wiledome is good without an inheritance to the 
owner , Hut itis not ſo good to others, it cannot ſo 
clearely ſhew and manifeſt ir ſelfe torhem, without 
che _ of this inftrument. As how could 4- 
braham have ſhewed his hoſpirall and bounrifull 
minde, in entertaining ſtrangers, if poore? —_ 

| cou 
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could Tob hane-'declared his metcy andliberality co 


cence; yea, his zeale, and piety in buildingrhe:rtm- 


ſay, becauſe riches are the 'inftruments whereby 
Vertue declareth it ſelfe, therefore rhey make men 
vertuous ? that; becauſe a-good penne 5 rhe inftru- 
ment of writing, therefore it will make onea-good. 
writcr? nay, rather a good writer makes the penne 
g00d, andto be a fitinſtrumenr of writing well, For 


{furniſh an vnskilfull wrirer with never fo good a 


penne, yet his fiſt rTemaines Kill as vnskilfall : So a 
good man knowes how to make vſe and aduanrage 
of riches for the praftiſe of Vertae ,-as Selomon 
ſayes, The crowne of the wiſe i their riches: bur yet 
gine them a foole; and you patatwordinto's mad 
mans hand.ftill hes as wicked, nay; worfe: ther be- 
fore.as Salomon addeth inthe ſame place, zhe folly of 
fooles, namely, rich ones,'is fool;/hnefſe': Why , was, 
1: notfooliſhnefſe before rheywererich? yes, bur | 
not in compatifon of that's: now; tince-they be-iſ 
came rich. : Thar iswiſedome is good, rthatis, betrer, 
ſhines brighter, ſo folly is vavehtchat is, farre worle, 
more palpably diſconererh ir ſelfe, with an inherie 


| foole, 'may as truely bee ſaid of poerty ſomerimes. 
| . + . . . 

{ A foole is accounted wiſe while poore, but lethim 

| once bee rich, then hisfolly is footiſhneſſe indeed. 
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the poore withont his riches? 'How'!coulil Selim} 
haue witneſſed his munificence, and royal|magniti-| 


ple, together with his wifdome and kill in narucall | 
Philoſophie, had-not the Lord foabundanrly:fur-| 
niſhed him with theſe helpes? What then? ſhall we | 


fu7ce. That which Salomon ſpeakes of ſilence in a 


Riches then deelare whether wee be good,-or no, 
E 3 as 
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$4 EE The dece#tfolweſſt of Mans heart. a 
as a ſword in a mans hand, whether hee be ſober or | 
drnnke : Bur they make vs not good;becauſe, as I: 
ſayd, they are onely inſtruments of goodneſſe. And! 
the inſtrument alwayes receiueth ir force frem thar 
| which vſeth ir, giueth none vatoir, Were it not ab- 
furd for a man to thinke himſclfe a good Scholler, 
| becauſe hee hath many Bookes ſtanding in his Clo- 
| ſer? or a good Muſitian, becauſehee hath many 
Mauſficall inſtruments hanging vpon his walls, when 
hee knowes not how to v(e either Bookes or Inſtru- 
ments? And yetrichesare no ſuch neceſſary inftru- 
_— "_ ments of grace,asbookes are of Jarzing : For a man 
—_— may ſhew as much ; nay, (as Chryſoſtome hath well 
notedin the example of 70h) more of ſome obedi- 
 ence,namely, that which we call paſſxe,in pouertie, 
,thanin riches. | 
4- Riches, though they be the gifts of God, yer 
we muſt confider with what hand he reacheth them 
forth ynto vs, whether: with the right, or the left; 
with what mind he giueth them, wherher in loue or 
in anger. For God often gitieth men riches as hee 
pruſin'a dag. | gaue The Tſrgeljtes Quailes, cuen to bee Fhornes to 
choakethem. Heerein: being like that King Entra- 
peles, rat heaped vp moſt riches. vypon ſuch as hee 
moſt hated; ſaying, that together with their riches 
hee ſhould - cruſh rhem with an heauy-burrhen of 
| Cares. Pharavh bimſelfe was not ſmitten with many 
af thoſe iudgements, wheeein others periſhed, bur 
| it was not from any ſpeciall reſpe&t God had of him 
| aboue them, but God himſelfe, leſt hee ſhould mi(- 
mn 4 interpret ir, tels him the reafon, for this cauſe I have 
| Piide an, \reſerned thee , namely., from being ſtrucken with 
Hp he 
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— 


— 
the former indgements, nor for any lone Ibeare to 


'rhee,bur.that I may ſhew my power in thee. The Pſal- 
miſt therefore excellently couplesthete things toge- 
\ther, The Lordgineth ſight to the blinde, hee rayſeth 
| op the crooked, he loneth the righteaxs. To teach that 
'the Lord may diſpenſe theſe outward bleflings to 


|the wicked, but not in lone, ſaue onely rothe righ-] 
| reous. Wherfore our rich worldling hath lirtle cauſe | 


| of rejoycing in his riches, vnleſſe hee knewthar the 
| Lord /ooked vp0z him. as Elizabeth.ſpeakethrof the 
[bleſſing of her fruitfull wombe, in the giniog of 


'them, euen with a ſweet and amiable counte- 


|nance, ready together with his riches to drale his 
| ow#e ſoule vnto him. But it is otherwiſe : The Lord 
[turnetch his backe vpon him, even then when his 
(hand reacheth forth theſe outward things vnto 
him, In his e»ger hee giueth theſe ſuppoſed felici- 
ties to the wicked, which in his--ercy he denieth to 
the godly. He putteth them into the fatter paſtures, 
becauſe hee meanerh ro kill them, and cauferth theſe 
to feed on the bare commons, becauſe he will have 
chem live ſtil]. If the ſtalled Oxe had reaſon, would 
he be ſo ſenſeleſſe, as to thinke his maſter loned him 
[berrer then his fellowes, becauſe of his more liberal! 
'foode? knowit then thou rich worldling, God on- 
| ly fatteth thee for the ſlaughter. He thus ladeth 
'thee with theſe bleſſings, rhat by this meanes ag- 
grauating thy ingratirude , and impenitencie, hee 
might lade thee wirh a heauier weighr of condem- 
[nation : Yea, by this means in his iuſt iadgement, 
\as by an outward occaſion, he pronokerh and ſtir- 
reth vp the corruption of pride, couetouſneſle, 
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The deceit fulne(ſe of Mans heart. 
cruelty,opprefiion,and (auch like, which before were 
in thee,bnr for wattofoccaſian could nor fo plainly 
ſhew them(elues; Ther therefore this hid corruprion 
may bediſconered,he offererh fic mater for ir to feed 
vpon,to worke vpon. Indas was conetous before he 
'came to. Chriſt :rhercfote- Chriſt gaue bim the bag 
'roifeed that his humour,ro nynitter fugl ro ir,thar fo 
his Totten heare might be detected: Should not now 
 Indas have deceiued bimiclfe much if hee hadap- 
-prehended the office which Chriſt afhgned him as 
an axputnent of his- greater reſpect, as:though he had 
repoſed more confidence in him for fidelity, whom 
indeed heknew to be moſt vnfaithful?1ndas bag was 
.a net to catch his ſoule, The wickeds T.zb/e, though 
fwimming never ſo much with daintices, is his ſnare, 
and b7s proſperity his rvine, God giueth them theſe 
things no otherwiſe then Zze/ gaue Siſers milke and 
lodging, that by this meanes caſting them into the 
dead ſleepof {(ecuriry; he might ftrike them thorow 
with the naile ofhis iudgements:or as Ehxd gaue.the 
preſent to Fgfor,only that he might hane an ocegit- 
on to ſheath his daggerin his bowels, wherfore look | 
bow Haman deceined himſelte in conftruing, the | 
Quecnes inuitation of him to the banquer, as a mar- | 
rer of ſpeciall grace; for indeed thee did it onely ro 
| accuſe him ; alike doe theſe fat world)ings deceiue 
| aemlelues, impuring their outward proſperity ro. 
[rhe tauour of God, whoindeed onely gincth them 
|rheſe things to furniſh, their indicemenr our of them, | 
; like asonce Joſeph cauſed his cup to be pur into one 
of his brethrens ſacks, that he might picke a quarrel! 
"_ them, and lay theft to their charge : for _ | 
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The deceit fulneſſe of Mens heart. | 


kowſocuer hee hath giuen the wicked thele earthly 
bleſſings yet will he challenge them of theft and vn- 
iuft vſurping of his creatures, to the which being 
out of Chriſt,they hane no right & title. Se then yee 
miſerable muck-wormes of tne earth, how grofſely 
yee decejue your ſelues, that are lo fearefull of be- 
| iog degeiued by others, and know that as in other 
regards,ſo in this hath our $2#7onr befooled you,thar 
| you thus lull your (elues afleepe in a falle conceir of 
your oWne happineſſe, and ſing a 7aguiem to your 
owne ſoules; Soxle, take thine eaſe; and yet,(mme lies 
before the doores;3his night,0 foole.ſhall they take away 
' thy ſowle : And then, though with Dizes ye haue bin 
' rich in this world yet with him alſo ye ſhall be poore 
cnough in the world to come : ſo poore, that yee 
| ſhall bee driuen to begge a drop of water of ſome 
 LaSarus , to whomhere you denied crums of bread. 
O extreame, & more then beggerly pouerty, when 
thou canſt not commanda little drop of water : $0. 
fly did the Apoſtle ſay, Charge them that are rich 


lpoucrty of this world, and of the world co come 
'another, as LaZarrs, poore in this world , became 
rich in the other world;& Dizes, rich in this world, 
' became exceeding penurious in the other : withall 
teaching that tliele riches when they laſt longeſt, 
laltno longer then this life, they follow not after vs 
when weeare dead, to make-vs rich in that other 
world; Goe now and blefle ray ſclte in thy riches 
and proſperous. eſtate, as badges of blefledneſſe, 
| from which holy Agr defired ro bee bleſſed. 


' 
\ 
[0 


| fearing leaſt his ſhooe being ouer-wide tor his foor, it 


is 13s world, intimativg that there is one riches and | 


would 
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|_ The deceitfulneſſe of Mans heart. 


would but hinder him in his journey, and his ouer- 
ample eſtate would bee as cumberſome to his ſoule, 
as Saxls armour would haue beene to Daxids body. 
The Apoſtle tels thee,God chaſteweth exery childe he 
; hath, and none but baſtards goe vncorreRed : what 
' an idle conceit then is this for thee to rake rhar for a 
| zote of thy ſonſhip, namely, thy oyled and buttered 
paths, thy long eafe and freedome from croſſes, for 
which the holy Ghoſt hath reproached thee with 
the brand of baftardiſme? Our Sanionr cries out, Woe 
be to you ye rich men, for gee ſhall weepe. What a mad- 
nefle for thee to blefſe where Chriſt curſes? He tels 
chee that thy riches are as great burtkens, hindring 
, thy entrance inatthe ſtraight gate;and as the bunch 
on the Camels backe, hindring his paſſage through 
the needles eye,and therefore cries out, How hardly 
ſhall a rich man enter into the kingdome of heanen? 
what a dotage is this to account the barre of heauen 
dore fhurting ir vp againſt vs, to bethe key opening 
it to vs; to take weights preſſing vs downe to hel, ro 
be wings lifting vs to heauer? 

A ſecond fortof men deceiving themſelues in this 
| kinde,are our ci#ill Twſticiaries,who therefore iudge 
'themſelues to be in good ſtate ro God-ward, becauſe 
they live wichour ſcandall, honeſtly, quietly,paying 
, euery man his owne,&c. If they had hence conclu- 
| ded, they had beene in good ſtate to man-ward, the 
deceit had beene more tolerable:for men cannot ſo 

wel challenge thoſe that can with Samuel ay, Whoſe 

| Oxe or Aſſe have Tftelen?whow haxe Twronged? but 

[the deceir is fond.to thinke therefore God can haue 

| no Aion aganft thee, Alike asif thou ſhouldeft 
thinke 
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thinke the King cantouch thee in nothing, becauſ e.| 


tothy fellow ſubiecs, with whom thou1iueſt, and 
yer happily haſt many-wayesfaulted againſt the kirg | 
himſelfe: Thou talkeſt of paying men their dues;wel | 
letirbe ſo; whar can follow hence, but thatamong 
menthou ſhalt goe for an honeſt man? what with 
God roo?yes, if thou canſt truely (ay,thou payſt him 
bis dues, the due of prayer,hearing, reading, & me- 
dictating in the word, {anGifying of. the Sabborhs, 
the which ous ciuill man neuer payeth,and therfore 
as thou wouldeſt account him vahoneſt, that payes 
thee not thy dues, ſo will God account thee for not 
paying him his. This i true Religion, ſaith Termes to 
the looſe profeſſor, ſeuering ſome ourward- duties 
of Religion in the firſt, from righreouſnefſe in the 
ſecond Table,to viſit the fatherlefſe andwiddow. ec. 
which are duties. not of Re/ig/oz properly,but of Iu- 
| ſtice and Righteonſaeſſe : and this .hee doth, becauſe 
this is the tryall of the rrurh of our Religion.By like 
reaſon and:-proportion may I ſay to the cinill man.as 
vnreaſonably diuiding the workes of righteouſnes in 
the ſecond Table,from thoſe of religion in the firlt: 
This is true righteouſneſle, thisis rrue honeſty, ro 
ſanfifie the Sabborhs, to call vpon the name of the 
Lord, ro conferre,ro meditate on the word: For 
looke what kinde of Religionthar is, which-is nor 
attended with honeſty ro men, alike is that hoxeſtze 
which is not ioyned with Keligzom ro God. Now the 
former Religion none ſo ready to. condemne for 
naught as the ciuill man himſelfe « for zeale and de- 


— 


Owne | 


thou haſt nor fayled ia any point, the Law tiesthee | 


uotion in no caſe can hee away with : therefore his| - 
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owne mouth being judge, his owne honeſtie which 


= 


| he ſo magnifies, and makes the only prop of his hap- 
pineſſe, muſt needs be rotten and vnſound. Yahowef? | 

| relieios is as goodas #rreligious honeſty: Andifin thy | | 
| iudgement the former bee naught, ſurely rhe latrer 
cannor be good. Religion, or the feare of God, S2- 
| lomon calls the headofall goodnefſe : Honeſty then 
withour religion, is as a body without a head, euen 

| a rotting and ſtinking carrion, and wilt thou yet bee 
ſo fondas to thinkeir is a ſweete (ſmelling ſacrifice in 
| Gods noſtrils? Heare Chriſt telling the Phariſees, | | 
ſuch as thou art, that the harlots and Publicaws, as if | 
I ſhould now ſay to thee, ext-throats and crt-purſes 
| ſhould goe before them into the kingdome of Hea- 
uen.And ageitie, Except your righteouſmeaexceede the 
; righteouſueſſe of the Scribes and Phariſees, yee cannot 
| | enter into the kingdom: of Heauen: And ifthis cannot 
ſtop thy month,yer let Eſazes foule cloth,all owr.righ- 

| Ui bi teonſneſſe, enen our righteontneſle, the Prophet in- | ; 
| | cludes himſelfe, holy Eſaies owne righteouſnes,the | | 
& righteouſneſſe of grace,is a wenſtruows cloth,that wil : 
rather fonle our faces rhen wipe away the filth of 
chem : Whar thenis the righteouſneſſc of Natrre? 

Surely, Chriſt muſt both 1aſh and wipehis Diſciples 

feere : His blond muſt be both water and fowe//too. 
 Renouncethen thine owne righteouſnes,cuen ſþir3- ! 

'?uall, much more Cirill,andtruft onely to his. | 

"44- 296 Thethird fort of theſe ſelfe- deceiners ave.0Ur com-. 
"i | monand earnall Goſpellers,Gofpel-ſpillers rather, being. 
indeed looſe Iibertimes,thar doe turne the grace of Goa: 

' 7#to wartennes:Theſeallo indge them(ſelues to be in | 

| £20d caſe before God; and why?becauſe they haue | 


| been | 
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 beene borne in, the Church, and Rill enioy the pri- 
| uiledges thereok; they haue beene waſhed with ho- 
ly water, and are daily fed with theſpirituall Mongo 

ofthe Word and Sacraments. This was the vſuall 
| deceit of the Tewes,who cried, The temple of the Lord; 
the temple of the Lord : and had nothing elſe to blefle 
 themſelues withall, but the cognizance of Circumh- 
cifion. And our Saviour ſheweth, haw many ar the 
| laſt day ſhall looke for eternal life, only becauſe they 
| hane ear. and drunke in his preſence, wich I vnder. 
| ſtand of the __ cating & drinkingiin the hea- 

ring of the Word, & receiuing of the Sacraments: 
but for all this, with the man-thar wanted the wed- 
ding garmenr,they may be taken from the very fea- 
ſting table, to the gallows with Hamer Andrhough 
they flye neuer ſo much with Texhto the hornes of 
Gods Altar,yer it ſhall not defend-them from Gods 
{word;for the very truth is this, the- man thar-wants 
the wedding, garmenr.isno otherwiſe bidden ro- the 
feaſt by the King,then Hames wasto Queene Efters 
feaſt, hee ſhall there-finde God no leffe angry with 
him, then Hamer found 4heſbrereſh, and heare that 
| fearefull ſentence, Take him, binde bim;edr. Ofrhis 
deceit S. Temes ſpeaketh, when he ſaith, Be yee Joers 
ofthe word and nat hearers ouly,deceiving your ſelues. 
 Shewing thereby,that many, as the miſerable expe- 
| rience euen of theſe rimes alſo ſheweth,did there- 
| fore repute themſeluesin the number of Godspeo- 
| ple,onely becauſe rhey came ro the Church, heard 


' the word.,and preſented him with the outward (acri- |. 


fees of their prayers, and praiſes, howſocuer their 
lives otherwiſe, were moſt vile and vicious. But S. 
| Tames 
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Iames afterward telieth theſe deceiuers,” If any man 
ſeeme religiows, and _ not his nn 
bisowne heart, hu religion & in v4ine.. And fo dot 

S. Part tell the Tewes that reſted inthe Law, & the 
outward letter thereof,that their Circumciſion was 
nobetrer then vncircumciſion; as a man may ſay to 
abaſePlayer,apparelled like a Kings ſonne, thar his 
Princes coar is-no better then a beggars.It ſhall doe 
him no-more good. procure him no more honour or 
refpet. For Circumciſion, Bapriſme,heaving, recei- 
uing.and altſuch like badges of outward profeflion, 
they are but as the-outward garments of Chriſtians, 
which may eaſily bee put on by thoſe that are none. 
And therforehowſocuertheſe by many are thought 
ſuficientto make. them good Chriſtians, yet $/0- 
708 ſticks not'ro make them the. markes of fooles, 
when there are no betrerthan they, as when he cal- 
terhGodsowne facrifices,the ſacrifices'of fooles : he 


cauſe of this fooliſh conceit, which many ground 
vpon them. But notably doth God fhake theſe Jecez- 
vers inthe fiftierh Pſalm, who forall their lying, 
flandering,whooring.chicuing, would yet needs goe 


for Saints,becauſe rhey were diligent inthe outward 
ſeruice of the temple. They thought they werevery 
| careful] members of God when they plyed him fo 
| faſt with the Sacrifices of the Law, both morning 
| and euening; and yet Godrellerh them, that none 
were ſovnmindfull of him asthey,and therefore ve- 
\ry fearefully thundreth againſt them: 0 conſider th3s 
zee that forget God leſt I teare you in peeces:For when 
| che truth of obedience, and power of godlines 1s 


ore ready to heare then offer the ſacrifice of fooles;be- | 


wanting. 
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{thou bringeſt roGod the Sermons thou haſt heard, | 


bs hci — — — 


wanting,furdly there is ſmall difference betwixt an 
!ſraelite and an: 1ſmaelite.a.circumciſed Hebrew and: 
an vacircumciſed Philiſtire, a baptiſed Ewglifh mew\|' 
and -an vn-waſhen T#rke. Neither is the barren; Fig- | | 
'#ree in Gods Orchard in any better caſe than: is the | 
Bramble inthe wildernefſe, In which regard :David| 

is not afraid ro 'call rheEliphims Straxgersand|'prar,g,.;, 
Sauls Courtiers, Heathen, and Saul himfelfe Cyfh3, | Plal.59.5. and 
or an #thiopian.although all of them lining inthe | 73: Pence 
viſible Church, as members, thereat:: ro ſhew that 
God will lappethem vpin che ſame bundle \of con- 
demnarion, together with the Heathen: and -vhcar- 
cumciſed ſtrangers from: the Conenant and common- 
weale of Ifraeh 'Thisrherefore will be bura-ſitly plea | 
before God; We hane goneto Church. frequented 
the Prayers, heard the Sermons; Nay, the plea:of 
preaching Sermons will nor bee admired. When 


: 


cthoubringeft Yrimhs tetters.the matterbfthine own 
death-and damnation.' For therefore:fhali God ad- | 
iudge thee'.to ſo much ſorerand ſeuerer condem- 
nation, by how. much thy meanesof repentance 
baue beene greater-Lherfore ſhall che earth becur- 
(cd, becauſehauingbeene watered with the deaw of 
Heauen,itbringerh forrh norhing bur Brambles and 
Bryars.Ruc here our Lzberiiye , beſides his outward | geyr. s, 
ſormall Church-ſeruice vrgerh his f#7#6: in. the me- 
rits of Chri(f. . = Herr ? 

' Aznf. His faith ismeerefancy : for firſt Faith com- 


meth by hearing, and ſo alſo itis nouriſhed by hea- | $9919 


ring the Word, Prayer, and the Sacraments. Bur 
theſe mencannor tell how they came by their Faith 


” 
————— 


And| | 
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And it is ſuſpicious 
notrelihow they came by rhem:aſſuredly they can- 
not ſay they came to their faith by any ſuch meanes: 
for they deſpiſe the powerfull miniſtry, and topray 
aright chiey know not, whereas true faith, the daugh- 
ter of the word. cannor bur with all humilitie and 


| chankefulnefſe acknowledge her Father. 


2- True faith is cop»lative,it ioyneth together the 


| whole word of God : it belecueth one promiſe as 


well as another, rhe promiſes-of this life as well as 
thoſe of the life to:come. Bur our Liberties faith, 
that ſeemeth very ſtrongin belecuing (alnarion by 
Chrift, in temporal dangers that concerne che out- 
_ man onely, cannor vpholditſelfe: the reaſon 


henderh etermall ſaluation asa fancy; and ſothey 
can behold enough; but temprrel/ ſalnation bei 
apprehended as amatter of truth, :rheir icall 
faich-cannotlay hold of the promiſes thereof: theſe 


4 men that ſo confidently profeſle that they beleeue 


God harh provided fuperabundanr-riches of glory 
hereafter for them, cannot yer belecue that he will 


this preſent life,” whence they fo tremblein: rheir 
dangers. Againe,Faith belecueth rhe threars of rhe 


Word,together with rhe promiſes, Now, rhou whe 
pretendett beliefe-ofthe:.promiles,'ſhew me thy be- 
fiefe of the threatnings: diddeſt thou. beleene the 
ruth of thofe menaces which'God hath denoutniced 
againſt vacleane, couerous, ambirious, proude., en- 
vious, malicious perſons, and ſuch like ſinners, 
| how durft thouthen fo wallowin theſe finnes, thar 


when men have goods,and can- | 


[isfor thar,as their fairhis a fanoyit felfe, ſo ivappre-. 


provide competent necefſaries of maintenance for | 


if 
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if God inftead of Hell had promiſed Heauen, as a. 
reward vntothem,thou couldefſt not doe more than 
thou doeft 2 Why ſhouldeft thou decciue rhy felfe 
withan opinion of faith, when indeed thou belee- 
ueſt not to much es the Diuell? for hee : belrexces 


[ namely the threarnings of the word] * meg 


for horrour; but thou goeſt on in finne, making a 
mocke of the menaces; andin the infidelity of thy 
heart, giuveſt them the lye, ſaying, no ſuch thing 
ſhall befall thee. Andſo much for the three former 
ſelfe-deceiners, ; | 


by like proportion to vnderſtand all the reſt, euen 


V. 


CHAP. | | 
Of the deceits of the temporary Beleeners Faith, and. 


feelings. | 


come now to thefourth ſort of theſe de-" 


1 Nv the Temporary Beleener, deſcribed 
by our Sexiovr in the Parable of the Stonie | ing. 


and Thorny ground, & by the Apeſtle Heb. 6. They 
heare rhe word, and are inlightnediin their vader-' 
ſtandings, yea rauiſhed one would thinke in cheir 
affeQion : for they heare it, ſaith-our Saujour, with 
703: where, by one of the chiefeſt affections, we are 


the affection of priefe it ſelfe; thar as they reioyce 
1n hearing ofthe comforts , and other ſuch like do- 
arine which requireecth ioy, ſo when the nature of 
the doctrine requireth griefe, they are alſo affected 
with ſorrow : and therefore as the hearing of the 


= |} 
lamoes. 
J 
| 
nv 


Tomporaries | 
deceir, rouchr 


_—_ 


Marthx3, 
Math,x3-20. 


explayned, 


word, with thoſe 1ſreelztes, doe often euen draw 
F buckets 


—— 


| dd dd Mr 44 a Kit. lied —_— ——_—— 


—_ 


alſois rabee vnderftobd by their heatingche Word 
"| Cort: thodk portalert of the halyGhoft, they tafte of rhe 


| ſoyles,'And yerfor all this, theſe allo being rotten ar 


. [isiacheftare otgrace., ; - >; 
.... } But Jbaucthele three faith the Tempororgzthere- 
{fore Lamin the ſtate of grace. TW 
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buckets of water,and ed rivers: ofceares:enen this 


with ioy,becauſe they reioyce cuen'in this griefe,ta- 
ſting of the ſweetnes of the word,& finding a com- 
fortabte reliſh therein. Theſe; men wee fee goe very 

| 3+ rhe Apoſtteſpeakes;they are mn ſome 


powers of the world to come, & expreſſe their inward 
grace by outward: abedience, bringing forth: fruit 
vexy.ſpcedily;farreſooner than others, as the' ftony 
ground is more quicke and forward tlian -other 


the heart; ate to.bee._ranked.in the number of ſc/je- 
| deceiners, as falſely judging themſelues ro be in the 
ſtate of grace. The deceirfull argument whereby 
chey thus judge; is this: RD 
"Whoſoeuer hath true faith, repent ance, obedience, 
CIS wy 


we Þ 


This deceir is far more deepe and dangerons than | 


ground whereon'their argument was built,notinthe 


gay of the former three, for their errour was in the 


; application thereof, as in the argument ofthe rich 
\ Worlaling , Whoſoener hath outward proſperity, is in 
| Gods fauonr: But Thane outward proſperitz. Here the 
deceit isin the propsſitzon, not inthe «//umptior : for 
he truly a/xmesto him(elfe outward proſperity;bur 
his propoſition is falle,that outwardproſperity is an ar- 
gument of Gods fauonr. Sothe ciuillman erres nor in 
bis application of ciuill and outward righreouſneſlc 
" himſclfe; but.in bis gro#2d that this ciuill righ-| 

F teouſnefle | 


PC 


rao ro: 
teouſheſſe is enough-to get faluarion. Andi ſorhe 
looſe Proteſtamt Tigh ay applies to himſelf& -ouwartt 
profeſſion. hearingofthe word; &eibur his-prioung 


is deceitfull , that this-is ſafficienttos make 'one'A | 
| good ChriſtiaÞ.But here ir is otherwiſe. The ground 
of theſe Temporarie beleeners argument is-moſt 


dience, is in the ſtare of grace; all thedeceiris1n the - 
application : for the Teewporery, when hee #ſ/ames 
thoſe things to him(ſelfe; proſames. His «//#mpr iow; 
Bat Thane trne faich, &e. is nothing bur-meerepre«: 
ſneption. Andtherfore heis harder tobe deliuered 
from this his deceit then the other : for with them | 


heſſe oftheir gronnds; whith might eafilybedone; 
bat heere the falſeneſſe of the application of their | 
groxnds muſt be diſconered, which is very hard; be-/ 
cauſe of theneereaffinirynnddikeneſie: berwixrrhe | 
Fath, Repentance, Obedidndeof thevres and Frm.” 
porarybeleenet: which isfo prear,chdtenen the moſt 
iudicious, &aiſcerning Chriſtians, cannor*perfet» 
ly ditmguiſhberwixtehem.Henze /udasamong the 
Diftiples; ant 4ruvigs and $4phire;and Nichvies the 
;Dea+en, among them-in thePrimirine Chimrch,” rifl: 
God derefted rhem, 'went' for trac beleeners : for 
this difference ofrheſe two Faiths, howſoeuer in ge- | 
nerdl we know it,as itis revealed inthe word;yetin 


certzine and agreeable rothe Word; namety; that |' 
whoſoeuer hath true Faith, Repemance, or'Obe«/! 


_ e_ - 


there riceded no more ado, then to ſhew the fatfy» | 


- maerw - 


[ſpe #ill we know itnot as itisin'men,thatwe can ay 
before the gent declare it, This 7148 #5 4 Temporary 
\ 0xely. This 1s diſcernable only re him that is greater 
than vor hearts, and therefore knoweth our -hearts 


how | F 2 _ berrer | 
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better thenour ſelues. Neuertheleſſe the Temporary: 


1oha-0304- 


' ohn 6:64, 


if hee would deale vnpartially inthe trying of his 
owne heart by the rule of the Word; hee ſhould ea- 
ſily come topic our the deceit thereof. 

And firſt as touching his Faith, irisenident it is 
not ſound : for Chriſt dare nor truſt it; as wee ſee in 
them that ace ſaidin the Goſpel to belecue in Chrif, 
and yet could not be beleened by him. Many( ſaith 
Tohn) bekened in his name when they ſaw his miracles, 
but Ieſws did not commit himſelfe unto them,becauſe he 
know. then all. But of the truc belecuer, Chriſt fayes, 
that hee reiefts none that come vnto him, 7uds 
wasan arch-termporary,and yet, that hee never true- 
ly. beleeued, appeareth by the ſame Exangel;ſ? thus 
commenting vpon theſe words of Chriſ?, (But there 
ere ſome of you that beleewe not) for _= kwew who- 
t hey were thet beleened not, and who ſhould betray him, 
Marke how the Exazgg/if? ranks the ?raitor among 


Chriſt faid,all of chem belecued nor, hee faich Chriſt 


doth: this appeare afterward in Chrifts anſwere to 
Petey, profefling in the name of the whole twelue, 


you is 4 Dixell? As it he ſhould ſay,no, Peter,al of you 
doe not belecue, though thou ſpeakeſt generally of 
all : One of you is a Divel/. Lec vs ſee then how this 
temporery deceiueth himſelfe, inthinking hee hath 
chat faith which hee wants. The deceirfull argu- 
ment, whereby he would conclude faith to himſelfe, 


8 08 


is drawne, firſt from the per?s of faith : Secondly 
he ſignes, The parts of Faith aretwo,firkt knowledge 


_ 


We beleewe,ehc. hane not I choſen you twelue,aud one af | 


i 


the nox-beleeners:% how, being togiuea reaſon why] | 
knew: who: ſhould. betray him. And more plaincly} 


of 


JI 
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of the word in gexerel/ with affent: ſecondly; appiis 
cation of the promiſes in;ſpeciaff ro onesſclfe; Borh 
theſe the ?emporery thinkes he hath, and therefore 
alſo fairh. Firſt, for kwgowledge, ir cannor bee denyed 
bor he may haue an excellenrmeaſure thereof; ins | 
fornach as he niay nor onely apprehend a] the points, 
of Religion ham(elfe, and be able ro ralke ofthem, 

bur alſ@$geach'them varo others, as Fedas did, and 
many others, whoſe plea ſhall bee ar rhe laſt day, 
Lord howe we #0} taught in thy name? And inthe Pa« 
rable,the Lampsof the fooliſh virgizs blaze as much: 


| 


asthe wiſc-ones. Yer for all this there are deceirs in | 
this knowledge, whereby ir is differenced from the | 
knowledge of true Faith. | 
Firſt, the knowledge of the Temporary ls not fo 
well grounded either vponthe teſt;mony of the Scrip- 
tares,or vpon experience,asis the knowledge of the | 
rrue beleceuer. To which may thatfeeme to apper- 
raine which is ſaid in rhe Goſpel, thar they have no 
roote, their knowledgeis not a roored and well ſerled 
knowledge: for neirher haue they that care which 
{1che true beleeuers haue, to build themſelues on the 
ſure authorities ofthe Scriptnres, neicker yer at all 
do they nouriſh their knowledge with an holy pra- 
| iſe, that ſo they might have a praGical, a feeling, 
and experimental] knowledge; wherein indeed the 
knowledge of Faith, excelleth the knowledge euen 
of the Diuelt himſelfe:: for though he -excell'vs, as 
mall other knowledge, fo alſo in divine, yer hee 
knowes nor 'the chiefe points thereof, fuch as are 
, | Faith, repentance Jowe the preſence of the Spirit, what 


they'bee, by his owne expertence.as doth the mea- 
F 3 


neſt 
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| neftandipooreſt:Ghriſtian Herein the pooreſt idiot, 


cing aſbund Cheoilttan;goerh beyond-the, profoun- 
deft Clearks thatare'nor ſandtified,that hee hath his 


 [owne heart inſtead of a Corpmentary to helpe him to 


vnderftand cuen..the- moſt needfull points of the 


wo 8cripture, The ktrowiedge therefore, of the Temps- 


ary is bur ſhallow to thatof the true -Chriftianz 
whoſe priuiledge it is, not, onely to know thethiangs 
themſeluesvetered, bur alſo the inteat apdThe mea- 


..- |ninpgofGodtherein.The ſecret vftbe Lordfaich Dowid 


2-Notheating 
þ 


3-Nor hum- 
bling. 
lob.qz.5. 


2.Speciallap. 
plication, 


which is, _ 


i rexealedto them that feere bir, T his ſerret is hid 
from the wicked. | 
Secondly, the knowledge of Faith is a thorough 
heating knowledge,which warmesa man at the-very 
 heart,working Joue of the trurh knowne-: for 11th 
and googrefſe differ no morethen the 'Seale and the 
Princ.. Truth,tracly knowne, ſtampes goodneſle in 
theheart. Bucthe [Temporarics heart receiues- no 


(ſuch impreſGon; {til it'xemaaines an eyill and wnſound 


hearr, 4 nonrceryof many fecrer' corruptions, in 
which is no:gaodnefle, thereſoze his knowledge is 
onely a flame that giues' /ight by blazing , bur- no 
ſound and durdble heat by burning. | ! 


therefore I abhorre my ſelfe ip duſt and afbes. Bur the 
 Temporaries, krowledge' is-a ſwelling knowledge, 
pufhog him-yp in the conceit ofhimſelte;., -; 


[ry pih and marrow of ſauing Faith; nodoubt bur 
;the Temporary doth in his owne.conceit app! 
for Chriſt bringeth-lim in,#hreatning kindneſſenpon 


Thirdly, the-knowledge of Faith is an- Jumjng | 
knowledge. Now mive eze bath ſcene thee, ſaith Tob, 


Secondly, for application,which is indeed the ve-| 


him,] - 
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him, and fo challenging entrance into hiskingJome, 
even at the day of iadgement, which ſhewerh thar' 


he wasthe member of Chriſt, andſo in the applica- 
tion ofthe promiſes. Bur this conceit ofhisis meere- 
deceit: for intrath he applies nought bur an 7,0/, 
a fancieza ſhadow : for as the Diſcipkes when they 
ſaw Chriſt on the Sea, were deceiued; taking him | 
for awalking Spirit :ſo contrerily, thefe temporary 


an Angell of light) yer they thinke t eandheare' 
Chriſt him{elfe. This application of Chriſt is like ro' 


the dreamer therefore cate bread, -or drinke beere? 


he thinkes ſ0? No more doſtthiu eate Chrifts fleſh, 
or drinke Chriſtsbloud, becanfe thy doating braine 
ſo dreamerh. 43ex in-his renzierooke ſimple TH 
for his crafty enemies, 'And'-when hee had flaine 
the Cartell , thoughtverily hee had ſlaine his ene- 
mics. His deceit wasPFreart, to take ſheepe formen, 
thine greater, totake a ſhadow fora ſubſtancez nay, 
Sathas for Chriſt: for,that chondoſt not-apprehend 
true Chriſt,may appeare by this, thar true Faiths ap- 
rehenfion of Chriſt, is w#zx2/. -It doth not fo lay 
bold on Chriſt, as weetake hold'ofa tree , or ſome 
ſuch like ſenſeleſſe thing, buras wewſe to doe in our 
ſalutations, when we'imbrace one another , there 
is a mutrall hold on both ſides. Whence the att of 
the Petriarkes Faith in apprehending the promiles, | 


he might both line and dic in this perſwafion,” that} 


belecuers, when they ſee and heare nothing indeed} 
bar the Diuell;/( haply* ge nrſebfeinto| 
hey 


the application of bread and drink in a dream. Doth| 
| Doth heeruly apply theſ&thingsto himſelf, becauſe | 


4774014101, 
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is elegantly {er outby the Apoſtle, by the mretaphore 
| F 


| 
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inightned, | 
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kiſſed, or imbraced the pro- 
wiſes. Sq that arae Faith, kiſſing Chr3f, is kiſſed of 
him, embracing Chriſt isre-mbraced: ofbim, and jr 
ſo apprehends Chrif,thar atthe ſametime the belee- 
-ucr isapyrehended of Chxift, as Pant ſhewerh in his 
owne example. Now thoſe whom Chrif hath once 
gripd with his hand, predeſtinating them to eternal} 
ſaluatioo:.fuch- no power can cuer wing out of his 
hands, No. wan cou take my ſheepe out of my hands. 
Whencethar,He. that beleexeth,hath eternal life, and 
ſhall nexer came into candernation, And againe,: Hee | 
that-commeth'to me. caſt not away For Irame down, 
not to Joe mine owne will, but my Fathers:andthis is his | 
wither of all he hath giuen me, Tfſhould loſe nothing, 
but ſhots raiſe it 2p 4t.theJaſt day Itany fiy,though | 
Chrife, caft! chem DOT away that belecue,- yet they | 
may caft away themſelues: I anſwer, neither can 
that bee : for in the, nine and thirticth verſe hg ſaith, 
( a{ball-loſc ;nazhiog.rhat is giuen him,” But if, 
the; belacues. might caſt himſelfe away, Cbx3/# then || 
ſhould; lofe ſomething given him.As the prodigall | 
childe, though of himſelfe heBleft his Father, yer 


is called.the /oft Cilge. Chriſt then cannor fo loſe 1 
; any, true belecuer, but that hee-ſhall raiſe himvp. ar; 
the laſt day to eterpall life. Bur temporary belee- : 
| uets, as wee ſee in Iwdas, may finally fall away from 

| Chriſe, and go to their owve p/ace:ergo, they were no | 
true belcencrs,they apprehended onely an 14ollthar | 
{could not hold them, and nor Chriſt, whoſe: hand! 
(is a ſure holdfoſt never letting goe thatwhich once | 
[it hath ſeized on. The true beleeuer is rooted in faith | 
(bur ofthe temporary Chriſt ſaith;He bath #oreoting | 
| and | 
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| and therefore his Faith is naught. 

0bieZ, Why then isir ſaid, L»ke's. 3. thefe men 
doe belceue, ifthey doe not? 

Azſw, 1. The Scripture, in many things, ſpeaketh 
according to the probable and common indgement 
of men. Thus the: Moone is called one of the two 

greet lights, when indeed ir is the leaſt of all. Thus 
the Diuell called $29wel,becauſe.im his likenes, and 
ſothought of 8ax/.And thus the fancy of the Zexpo- 
rary called Faith,becauſe, hauing ſome reſemblance 
| of erue Faith it goes for trace Faith both with him | 


09 RY 


| chat hath ir, and with others. 2. They haue indeed | 


' true Faith-in their 47nd, namely, a joyfull affent to 
| the truth ofthe Gofpell but norrthe 3uſtifying fuith 
| ofthe Elkedt,whicheheprhinke rhey hane. | 
Butyou willſay, ſhew vs then the deceits of rhis 
Faith,thatborh. rhe true beleener may be delivered 
from falſe feare, and the temporary from falſe roy. 
| -: anfwer '». [The true'bejeener beleenes wh 
mach confliaing, asinhia irrhic GoſpeFtharcried, 
Ford, 1beleene, helpe my vnbeliefe. The conibat was 
' not ſo great betwixt Michael, and Sathar, concer- 
ning Moſes deadtbody, avsirisbetwixt 8athoawand e- 
| uery true belecuer, concerning Chriſts lining bode. 
' When Faith/goes abourto lay hold ofir,the Divell 
 ſtriketh ar her hands; and would phacke them away 
from ir. Hence Fairhisfaine rotugge, and wraſtle, 
euentill it fweat againe. And therefore the Apoſtle 


' Pexb callsir,the difficult works of Faith; becauſe the | 


belecuer hath ſuch adoe ro beleeueznot onely in re- 
; gard of the oppoſition made by the fleſh (full of 
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| infidelity}. which asin all good things, ſoſpecially 
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The deceit fwlneſſe of Myanrheort.: 
in beleeuing, wee muſt beate downe with Pan, bar 
alſo.in regard of rhe violenr affaulrs of Sathan, im- 
pleading our Faith, as nanghr,and fo often purting 
vs to our ſhifts, making vs eoſearch, andtric our 
Faith,to pray-carneſtly for our Faiths confirmation, 
and ſowith much feare and trembling to work out our 
ow#? ſaluetion. Iris nothing fowith the Temporary 
belecucrin his Faith. Hee finds it very cafic ro be- 
leeue. :Sathan troubles nor him; for then he ſhould 
bee divided againſt himfelfe, who. begat that pre- 
ſumptuous faith in him: Nay rather Sathan 'con- 
firmes him in this his deceit.And therefore our #2#7-" 
poxaxy doth not fo ſuſpe. himſclfe, doth nor ſo try 
and examine himſelfe, doth nortſo worke our the 
worke of his fairh with ithoſe ftrong cryes of fer-/ 
uent prayer, with that feare and:icalouſic, and with 


thoſe birter bickerings with ipfidelity, that the vrue! 


belecuerdoth, | - | |» | 

2- Faiths application of Chrif#-tothe beleener, 15 
with application of the belecuer to Chr3f. For faith 
hath,as it were, two hands. One receiuing Chriſt 
from God : the other giving che beleeuer to God. 
And both theſe hands it exerciſerh-at once. At the 
ſame timethe belecuer applyerh Chriſt ro bis owne 
heart, hee applies his -heart to CHRIST, and 
cleaues to him with fullpurpoſe of ſoule. This was 
notably ſhadowed out vnder the ceremoniall law, 
in the coniunGion of the f>-offering, which noted 
Chriſt,and the byrat-offeriag,which as Paw hath in- 
rerpreted it, more ſpecially ſignified the ſacrificing 
:of che fleſh, the crucifying of o/4 Adam. True faith 
offers. both thele at once. (Bur the fermpor aries; faith | 


s 


— 
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ame onthar hand, which ſhould offer the burwe. | 
offeringhe onely takes Chriſt, hee giues not himſelfe | 
toCbrift : hee offers the ſinne-offering withour the 


burnt-offering. And therefore: applying Chriſt to | 
bimſelfh arid not himſelfe to Chriſt, ke miſ-applieth. ; 
Indeedheemay make fome ſhew of giving himſelſe | ; 
to Chriſt, butin truth hee reſerues himſelfe to him- ; 
ſelfe : beanauriſhes ſome ſpeciall ſinne or other in *| 
bimſclfe,and ſo-giues himſelfe ro Sathap, to fin; not ; 
to Chriſt, As/Herod:gaue himſelfe,not ro Chritt; but” ; 


to Herodiasco his Infty and 1nd gane himſelfe, not! | 
to Chrif?, but ro-the bagge, and ro the baggage of Þ 
kis couctauſneſſe. Tarettity: | 

 3- Athird property of true Faichsapptetienſion; 


F - « ?, | 3.Þelceu! 
is ſct our in Abrehezs example,” who is-ſaid F6 hope Tala ſents 


againſt bope : when the beleeueris in heauy agonies, Rom. 4. | 
and feeleth a very hellin his conſcience;yerthencan 
he apprehendbeaxen &withy ones in the whales bel- | 

ly call ypon God (in faighifopfoirb'# the ſubſtance x4 F reac. | 
things that arezot.cmuch morethen of rhiniggwhic © 
iadeedare, thoughnort in:appearance. Ifit cangiue | : 
fabliſtence ro things thac-are nor ſubſiftent;, much 1 
more thet, appearanceand viſtrilicy to rhings that'| | 
are not viſibleand apparant:ſo thar faith can fee one | 
contrary in anorher, in the very depth ofhel}, hea- | 
uen; inthe very. exrremiry of miſery, happineſfe; in 
the very.mitldeft of anger, mercy ::and the Woman | 

of Canaan, Myt: x5. can pickecomforrt our of the''re- fol] 
proachfull name of Dogge, and when nothing but 
war is to beſeene in Godsface,yer then can it pierce | 
through all the thick clouds; andbebold rhe ſweer | | of [ 
ſun-ſhive of Gods fauour & grace in Chriſt:chrough | | 

| | the 
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The deceltfulweſſe of Mens heart. | 
the bent browes ofthe ircfull Tadge ir can (ce the 


Father: the eye of true Faith can looke vpon God, 
not onely ſai/ing, and inviting vs to himſelfe by a 
ſweet and graciogs, but 2lio /owring, and driving vs | 
away with a darke & cloudy countenancs:. bur then | 
is our #e-wporaries Faith cleane daſhed onr of counte- | 
nance ill the hypocrite pra alwayer? ſaich Tob, and 
ſo,will he þglecue alway?. No, a lietle wind blowes | 
downe the Spiders webbe of his hope. Whey Gods 
hands are fall of gifts ro beftow, rhen his faith is rea- 
dy tolay hold on them. Heeis like to children that 
come running to their farher when there is an apple 
in his hatd gorolle them, but norwhen the rod is in | 
his hand e6 corre them-:.or cakes, ike ro s, 
which, if they ſee a cruſt in your hand, come faw- | 
ning and ghuering; bur if they ſeea cudgell, and' 
| that you come toward them to theicke, either the y 
fearefully run away, ardeſperatly flic in your face. | 
Bur the true beleeger goes further;and whenthere | 
is a naked drawne ſword in Gods hand, yer he dares 
venture andpreſle rowards God : though the Loxd 
ſer neuerſo ſterne a countenance againft bhim,he will 
not be out-faced, but inan holy kind of impudencte 
hee will out-looke him,and ſay;Lord, though rhou | 
| looke vpon mee, as though thou wouldeſt ſhy me, 
yer fil} will I looke vponthee for helpe;' Though 
thou kill mee, jet will I traft in thee: Burin ſuch a 
cale the #exporeries former olly confidence vaniſh-! 
eth: here is the eryall of Faith, | | 
Thus rhe zezxporery deceiucs himfelfe in the parts! 
of Faith. The /iznes of Faith are thoſe fee/Ipgs, thoſe 
| ; delights 


The deceitfulneſſe of Mons heart. 

detighrs & joyes which are felrin — word, 
in prayer,in meditating of the promiſes: foras in fee- 
ding vpon ſweet and pleaſant: meate there is a #4t«. 
rah(o alſo inFaiths feeding vpon the promiſes there 
is a ſpiritual gladnes : and in this{pirituall food alſo 
thar coniundtion of filling the heart with. food an 
gladnesris true. Therfore Peter ioynes both theſe to- 
gether, Wee belcene and reiozce : now theſe comforts 
and joyes the temporary in ſome ſortfeels, Chriſ# 
ſayes.they receine the wordwith iop. Paul ſayes, They 
tfte of the good word of God,&r of the powers of the life 
to come. The Iewes are ſaid to reioyce in the light of 
Tohns miniftery. Herod is ſaid to heare Tohn willingly 
or cheerefnlly : & hencehe concludes faith ro him- 
ſelfe. Bur the truth is, there is exceeding much de- 
ceitin thisioy and feeling : ir isnot ſolid, but onely 
ſuperficiary, onely a taſte as the Apoſtletearmeth ir, | 
no eating to any purpoſe; a ſipping, no ſoaking, no 
thorough diſgeſtion; a floating aloft in the Riuer of 
Chrifts blou&no dining Jowne to the bottome, and 
as it were byrying as the Apoſtle ſpeakerh. And this 
may appeare by foure properties of the ioy of true 
faith which doe notall agree to-the ?erporaries ioy. 

1. Property is ſi#cerity,whereby the belecuer re- 
ioyceth in rhe word, becauſe ofthe word it ſelfe, & 
the goodnefſe and holineſle thereof, but the delighe 
which the temporary beleeuertaketh in the word, is 
cather forthe nouelty.of the dodtrine delinered, or 
|for ſome affection they carry tothe Preacher, for 
ſome common and: outward: gifts, either of life, or 
learning, or for his elocution,aftion, words, phraſes 
in deliuexy,or any ſuch like reſpeR. This was Saint 
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78 The deceitfulneſſe of Mans heart. | 
Anguſtines delight which before his converſion hee | 
 rooke in Saint Ambroſe Sermons, more for the elo- 
quence of the words, than the ſubſtance ofthe mat- 
ter :and this alſo was the delight which Ezechzels 
auditors rooke in preaching. Hee was vnro them as 
the pleaſant voyce ofa Muſitian, and they commen- 
| ded him munch, bur yet their hearts ra»ne after their | 
courtonſneſſe, as did Herods after his inceſt,for all he | 
delighted ſo much in Tobzs miniftery.If his ioy in the | 
| word had beene fincere,he wonld hane reioyced as 
| | wellin'the doftrine of theſementh commandement ! 
as in any other: but this galled him, Thos i it with! 
| | our Texporaty, hee can delight in the wordas long 
| as irtroubles him not in his beloned ſins : bur Jer ir 
| | oncetonch him chefe, hee-ſpurnes prefencly; -and | 
fromnas,, | flings away - Thetefore hee'Gelighterh Hor in«che 
* | wordfincerely, becatiſe it is the word'of 'God; for 
then one part thereof would be 'as welcome to him 
| as another, Now the trite beleeuey; when the | 
word-crofſeth his corraption, can yerthen ſay with 
Parl, I delight in the Law, concerning the inner man. 
2. True toy is2 falioy, as our Sarionr ſpeaketh 
ro his Diſciples, that your ioye may bee full. T he true 
; beleener ſo retoyceth in things fpiriceall,;rhat hee 
' wholly deſpiſerh the toy of things retmporall, and in 
| chem retoyceth ſ/zghtly and owerly as though he reioy- 
r. Ccrin.7. | ced #ot. His ioy is a ſhowting oy, fuch as is the #oy of) 
Iootnl's, | barue(t:Thow haſt ginen me mortoy;laith David.they 
| | when their Corne and Ole” abWhded. Bur" the joy. 
| which our Temporary findeth in things ſpirieuall, is 
: nothing comparable to rhar in temporall. das joy 
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| in the b2gge,vras abohe that hee tooke iti Chyiſh,-arid 
| | his | 
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[is Doarine, Herod ook gener delight andcoy-| 


teatment in, Herodigs chan in Joby, and in the pro- 
phane damſcls dancing, than in the holy Prophets 
preaching. For among thoſe many powerfull Ser- 
| mons which he heardhim preach; when was he euer 
| ſo affected, as to lay, John arke what thox wilt ,and it 
| ſhall bee giuen thee, exen tohalfe of the Kingdome? If 
; rhe ſpirituall toy of the Temporary were full, what 
| need he thento fit 2p with this caroall and ſinful] 
| ioy2 Hethat u full,faith Selomonyoatheth the honey- 
| corzbe. So hee thar isfull of this ſweet ſpirituallioy, 
loatherh the ſweeteſt and moſt delicious honey- 
combgs of the fleſh or the. world. Butthe Temporarzes 
tecth water after-them, Heis like thoſe fowle. that 
| as they flyealoft , ſp allo they ſwim inthe waters: 
which as they were vncleane vnder the Law. ſoalſo 
is h&,igr that [ceming to mount vpin ſpiritualioyes, 
{hee yetwithall YER Fea,barketiLbimſelte in 
| the watersof carnal deli _ itisthat the ioy 
of the Temporary: is but an obſcure. and: muddy 
ioy: for carnall ipyes mixed with ſpirituall,are; as a 
denipeto put quy their light, and.asmpd to trouble 
and diftemper their cleare ruer% whereas the joy 
of the true beleeuer,being freefrom ſuch diſtempe- 
;rature. isfarre more cleare and: ligh:{ome. 

; - 3, True ioyisa ſiroxgioy , .according to that in 
Nehemiah, The 103,of the Lord is your ſtrepgth. And 

this trength irſbewerh ſpecially in three cafes. | | 
7. In our paſſeve obedience, in induring afflictions. 

| Saint Paxl giveth this reaſon, why the fairhfull 
are ſo vacenquerable. in their afflicizqns,, ſtill by 


. meanes of their patience poſleiling tacir {oules, be | 
canſt | 
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| rby Low hed beeme my delight, (faith the Propher) 1 


canſe the lowe of Ged is ſpread «broad in our hearts by 
the HolyGhoft, Loe the power of the true and lively 
feeling of Gods ſweetnefle in Chrift : it can make vs: 


hold vp the head in the greateſt deietions ; Except 


ſhould now have periſhed in mine affiiion,being ouer- 
come by the extremity of my tribulation, T ſhould 
haue done that which in effe&t $exls perſecutions 
bad mee'doe,namely renounce the true God,and goe 
and ſerue other Gods. Where then there is a ſound 
delight in the word,it keepes a man from ſuch kinde 
of periſhing : for, as the Apoſtle excellently faith, 
Thepeace of God gardeth our hearts inChriſt Teſws chat 
chough our troubles and crofles, would plucke ys 
| from Chriſt, yet where there is true peace, true ioy 
in the holy Ghoſt, it is ſoſweete and comfortable, 
that it holds vs faſt to Cbriff,"andfor all our trou- 
bles,makes vs toſay with Peter, 1t & goodbeing heere: 
we know not where to mendour felnes:butthe zem-! 
porary Beleewer is not alwayes thus kept from periſh- 
ing in affliction:for our Saxjoxr of onc kindofthem 
ſaith, that Whew perſecution of the Word commeth, 
then be is gyrus andinthe time of tent ation d:par- 
teth away. Now true ioy, as wee ſay, is afountaine 
of water, to refreſh and relicue vs in the greateſt 
drought, and in rhe moſt ſcorching hear of perſecu- 
tion : but the femporaries i0y is a ſtanding poole,] 
whichis dryed vpin the heate of Summer, in perſe- 
cution he fhrinkes, and rherefore his ioy is not rhe 
toy of trnefaith, 

2. The oy of the Lordi our firengthin our alline 


obedience, which is dayly to bee performed in rhe 
| whole 
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| whole courle of our lives.hen 1588 baſt inlarged my 


heari(ſaith Danid) 1 ſhall runne the wayes of thy Com- 
maniements. Now itis {pirituallioy thatinlargeth 


| a Chriſtians hearr, even as griefe contradts it. And 
when che Chriſtians heart is thus inlarged, be hatch 
ſuch freſh lite and fpirir purinto him, thatit makes 


| in the Chriſtians race. It is as oyle, wherewiththe 
body being ſuppled, is themore agile, and nimbic 


for ation :as1n 7aceb, after that he had beene ſoa- | 


ked in this oyle,and bathed in this bath of heauenly 
| comfortsin Bethel, as it were agenerous and manly 

horſe refreſhed with a baite in his tourney : the text 
ſayes,that he lift vp his feer,thatis, went chearcfully, 
and with good heart & courage, forward in his tra- 
vell,Butour remporarteafter his beſt refreſhing with 
che ſpiritual delicates riſeth vp with thoſe 1/7 aelizes, 
to play , he isas weake and impotentas before, ei- 
ther for reſiſting tempration , or performing any 
good duty. So far is he from /ifting vp his feet with 
lacob, 19 run the wayes of Gods Commanaements with 
Dawsid. The trauelicr that by the way drinks a good 
draughtof wine, is refreſhed, and thereby inabled 


mouth,ſtill he will remaine faint,and weary, vnabl: 
to hold onintravell. Soisit with the temporary be- 
leeucr,thatonely ſippes of this ſpiricuall wine, hec 
cannot poſhbly haue D aids ſtrength , to raxne che 
| way of Gods Commandements, Heerethen is the dil- 
couery ofthe deceit of his heartin this kind: he fee- 
| lethoften many comforts, and is ſometimes in pray- 


him runne , even with the feet of the Hind:, ſwiftly, 


for his trauell : if hee onely (i0ps of it with his. 
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excrciſes eucn rauilhed againe ; bur yerfor all this, 
the fruit ofa well ordered heart and life follows not. 
| And therefore in truth hee cannot baue any ſound 
| comtort in them, as any euidences ofiuſtifyingFaith 
for excellently hath Zach.coupled theſe two things 
Luke 1.79- together , To gize light ro them that fit in darknes and 
| interpreted» | 5m rhe ſhadow of death,(which I interpret aſwel of the 
light of ivy and comfort in the affettions, as of know- 
leder in the wnderſfanding,) and 10 guide our feerinto 
the water of peace. So that ifonce beingrefreſhed with 
| the warmth of this light, ofthis fire, we rife not vp 
| to walke in the wayes of peace, bur ſir ſtillin the 
chaire of (loth, holding the hand in the boſome: it is 
|* an argument it was no truchght, but only a ſodainc 
and deceitfull laſhing that ſhone vnto vs. 
3.15not rifing 2. Theioy of the Lord ſhewethir ſtrengeh, in re- 
| - falis | ceintwe Vs after our falles, temptations, deiettions, As 
Pra-4.7,h- | we may ſee in David,in temptation and diftreſſe fee- 
ling the abſence of the fpirir,and Gods eſtrangiag of 
himſelfe from him, hee prayes, Lord /ift chow wp rhe 
lig ht of thy countenance, ſiriving to recouer bis loſle. 
Burhow,and by whatargument?by the experience 
| ofthe ioy which formerly hee had felrin-theappre- 
| henſion of Gods fauour; Thou haft giuen me more i0y 
| than they haue had in abundance of corne andoyle. Lo, 
| the ioy that Devid had felrin Gods fauour in time 
, paſt, ſerhis teeth on edge after it apaine-: a notable 
property of true ſpirituall ijoyzirmakes vs cleaue faſt 
roGod,who isthe matter ofour ioy,cuen then when 
| cither he is departing from vs, by with-drawing bis 
| face from our :cyec , or wee are departing from him, 
by with-drawing our neckefrom his yoke : we haue | 
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the Lord, for thatic was better with her before,then 
fiace her reuolt. And ſo the Prodigaliſonne,when he 
was pinched with faminc., calling to minde the for- 


| Chriſt, goingabout te recouer the Church of Ephe- 
fs, ſomething falne, he puts herin mind of her for- 


| now ſhce wanted : Remember from whence thaw art 
falne,and repent,ce. Thatis , conſider what kind of 
eſtare thou walt in,in the rime of thy firft loue, how 
full of peacrioy inthe holy Ghoſt, liberty of ſpirit, 
&c. and then, repentance and doing the firſt works 
wil follow, For he that hath once taſted of the ſweet 
cf this ioy,is ſo affected therewith, that with Pasl he + 
would rather dic then lolc it; And therefore , fee- 
ling ir to be ſomething eclipſed by his falls, hee can 
neuer be at reſt, till by renuing of his repentance, he 
be againe repoſleſied of ir, But now it is farre other: 
wiſc with the baſc counterfeit ioy of the Temporary . 
| belieuer, The true belceuers ioy ariſcth from a 
through apprehenſion of Gods mercy by faith,from 
a through fecling of the warmth of the Enangelical 
| wize,cheering him cucn atthe very heart, and there- 
{ fore this ioy obtained the chicftic and ſoucraigntic 
| in his ſoulc;for the ioy in outward things was but as 
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| a ſhadow,and in them, as before was ſaid, he retoy- || 


ced, 4s though hee reioyced nor. Hence it then com- 
mcth to paſlc, that ſin bauing prophancd and ſome- 
| ehing obſcured hisioy,notwithſtandingall outward 


an cxamplein the 1poſtaticel Church of the Iſrae- 
lites , conceiuing a purpole of returning againe to | 


mer good fare at his Fathers houſe, reſolueth there-. 
vpon to returne hameagaine. Hence it was that | 


mer cſtate,and the happy priuiledgesthereof which + 
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The deceitfulneſſe of mans beart. : 


comforts in great aboundance preſentthemſclues , 
and their ſervice, yet they are in his account bur 
miſcrable comforters, no, forall them he droopes, 
and hangs downe the head, & hangs vp hu harps, re- 


of the night,wherewithGod was once wont to fil his 
| mouth, he begins to think with himſelfe:O in what 
: happy caſe was I , whcn I walked faithfully and 
' vprightly with my God ! O the ſweet ſongs of the 
'nighr,& beauenly inſpirations of the Almighty ! O 
| the gracious vilitations of the Spirit, and teachings 
ofthe reines in the night ſeaſon! How was I then fed 
with the bread of Angels, and feaſted with the dain- 
| ticſt of thoſe heauenly delicates? Why then dol de- 

priae my felfe ofall theſe comforts by mine owne 
negligence ? Why returne I notagaine to my good 
| God, to enioy his heretofore taſted ſweetnefſe? Bur 
now the Temporaries ioy ariſcth onely froma very 
{light and ſuperficiall apprehenſion of the promiſes, 
onely from a ſipping of this wine in the mouth, and 
not from any operation therof at the heart: & there. 
fore his ioy , as we [hewed, was greater in outward 
things than in ſpiritusll-and hence itcomes to paſſe, 
that when for the retaining of theſe temporall com- 
forts, he beginsto fal, his ſpiritual ioy,by this means 
| once interrupted,quite dieth : for-it was not of that 
force, to leaue ſo deepe an impreſſion in his heart, 
| as that afterward he ſhould be affected with the re- 


| membrance thereof, in ſo powerfull a manner as 


| thereby to bee raiſed vpagaine, to ſecke the Lord 
afreſh by a renued a of faith and repentance, Bur 
| the ioy and comfort of the true belecuer had ſuch a 
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quickning and reuining vertne jnir, that hee cannor 
bat remember jt,cuen in his more gricuous fals, and 
with rhe Prophet, in remembrance thereof, (ay 
Twill newer forget thyprecepts : fer by them than haſt 

| BD&C a: 27 5 « YR VOOR Ws 143 Ned 

IV. Theioy ofcrac Faith,sa more orderly, and | 
leiſurely ioy, ir comes not all on the ſodaine,bur'y- 
ſually by certaine ſteppes and degrees.in rhisman- 
ner. Firſt, the belecuer (ces his owne finfol{wrer- 
 chedaes,clearely reprefented ro hiseicviw lafſe 
of che Law, andrtherenpon agaſt wich fo fearefi!1 a 
fight, he is in great diſtrefſe, feeling how bitterand 
burdenſome his fins are: for which being throoghly 
pricked and perplexed-io conſcience; and knowing 
thereis no remedy bur Fairh in Chrift,he beginnerh 
to hunger for Chriſts righteouſheſfle, and for Faith 
co apprehend it, yawning in his deſires, euen like 
che drie and thirſty ground: 'T his Faith: whey @t 
lengrh he hath got by many ftrong and loud eryes, 
ſeat vp to the throne of Grace,he feeleth his minde 
calmed, and beginneth to reioyce in the ſaluation 
of the Lord. An example ofioy thus wrought, wee 
haue in thoſe Connerts of Peter, who were firft pric- 
ked and wounded in Spirit, crying our ro the Apo- 
ſtles, for ſome releefe; and rhen afterward, hearing 
] the promiſes, and receiving the Sacraments, they 
wererepleniſhed with the ioy ofthe holyGhoſt.Bur 
|the Temporeries ioy comes not ſo ſlowly, bit it 
{(prouterhforth like Toner Gourd ſ{odainely in one 
nicht, And therefore in the Parable.it-isſaid.thatthe 
ſeed inthe ſtony gronnd incontinentlyſprung forth 
| And in rhe expoltion of the Parable, Chriſt fayes. 
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ſis | The deceitfulmeſſeof Mano heart 


, that immediately vpon the firſt heating, without 2ny | 
{I  |rouchofconſcience, without any through humilia- 
tion going before, they receine the word with ioy. Bur 
| the good ground brings forth, as erher of her fruits; 
irvnouer3. ſo this of ioy, with patience, as Luke bath ittoras the 
Luke8-15- ,, (Grecke word may bearc,in expe@otion,optarriavce; 
exponnie®* | [ namely, forthe fic ſeaſon. Ir is ſpoken (Lrake ir) in| 
ion. to.the tony ground, which was ſaid to 
briag forth preſently vpon the receipt of the ſeed. 
Bur'the good ground doth rather reſtraine,or keepe 
in it-ſelfe, doth not ſuddenly pur forth ir ſelfe, as 
the ſtony ground, bur retainesthe ſeede within, till 
the iaſ{trime of bringing forth be come. Wherefore 
chis-ouct violont haftinefley that is ip-ous Tempore- 
ries oy, and fo allo other” of his graces, giueth vs 
| ioſt cauſe ro ſuſpet them as deceirtull, and. to feare 
iathem che truch ofthe common Prouerbe., Sooner 
| | ripe-ſoope rotten. As id traccllers, be that at the firſt 
is {© free and irolike, and fpurres it, and: galldps it | 
| {o laſtily, hee ouer-takes indeede many in the way, 
and -teaues them behinde; bur ar lengrh his horſe is 
| 
|; 


EE—_ 


ryred, and then he is Quer-taken, to-his ſhame,of the 
more {aber,% moderate Rider, whom ere-while he 
paſſed by, as an-ouer-flew compavion:-ſo in this ſpi- 
ritua]l journy our Sauiour noterh-it, that wexy of the 
firſt char 99" res” ag ſal be laſt, when the 
laſt ſhall be firſt. How farre was Iv#4gs ar firſt, before 
Nicodemws2 Nicodemwws came cloſely, and by ſtealth 
to Chriſt, and was onely a night profeſſor; T#das fol- 
| lowed him openly io the day, in the ſighr ofall men 
; when Nicodenns was but a flow ſcholer, ſcarſe capa- 
ble of the fixſt elements of Chriſtianity, as Damely, 
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ofthe dodfrine of Regeneration, Indes was a forward 
and zealous Preacher: And yet ar. laſt, -Nirogemur | 

that was Zaf#, became firft : and Inda that wanſys.;| 

became loft : whetr Iva —— 

Chrift in the night, he did faithfully-profeſle himin | | 
the day: and when T»des his great faith was tuyned/| 
inco:helliſh difpaire, when he Wentand\bung big 
ſelfe; thendid Nicedezzwe bis licfle: Faith; become, 
| ſtrang andbo{d.thar he durfi openly begge,and hoy 
nourably bury the body-of leſus. He that rupnes &- 
|uer eagerly at the furſt: beginnitg of his race, quitk-: 
ly runnes himſelfe out of breath, and:cannot poſi», 
[bly hold our. Varimely:. fruits, children that come: 
before their time, are voſhapen, and deformed chil- 
dren, and doe not line. Soare theſe . Temporaries,| 
whoſe graces come ot of. the wombe, before. they[ 
have their juſt conception, miſ-ſhapen,' and defor-| 
med Chriſtians, and 1uch kinde of graces quickely' 
vaniſh: Ic fareth withrtbem-as with children that are! 
cootimely-witty a&d wiſeaboue their age;zofwhom 
wee ſay, andexperience ſhewesas mach, they are 
not long lived : when we (ee a Chriftian.,at the very 
firſt daſh breake forth into zeale,aboue the age of 
his Chriſtianity, it is butanill ſigne, a preſage of no 
durable ſoundneſſe, The flattering of the Sunne 
rayes often drawes forth the blofſomes very early: | 
bur afterward come colde nips, and then all is mar-| 
red, and it had beene better they had not beene ſo, 
forward. It is good then for Chriſtians, rharwould || 
not deceiue themſelues, to take heede of the ſtony |' 
grounds ouerforwardnes; in their firſt beginning to 


beiwiſcly moderate : when they arc bur children in 
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The dervitfulwefſe of Mair heart. | 
(Chriſt, to ſpeake, anddoe as children, and as David: 
ſpeaketh i another cauſe, notro.vnder take,or ven- 
'rageon things 00 bighr fortheen; rather to imitare 
P?yihogorie Schollers'of whont the beſt and moſt ro- 
rafdly were to hold _ peace for the two firſt 

es; andnot-before thusclironghty ripened, to 
Hows thwvin(olues. hed may they fine hoy as of 
orher of heir! gifts, ſo of thele ioyes| and feelings 
whichnow we'(prake of.Bur the aries reioy- 
cingisnotgood, Though God gue him ſome rafts 
land feelings',”i yet'they are notas any carneft of a. 
{greater ene rs follow, foas they.are tothe E- 
le&,cuen the firſt fruits, promiſing an ample harneſt, 
;but onely a ſay of precious wares, which oftentimes 
is given to cha thar'neuer buy, 8 purchaſe the 
whole : forithis ivy” wanteth both fiacerztie., being. 
defiled : fulver being ſight and defeftiue : ffremgrs 
beingfaiar and feeble 2: wod:2ar ion-being vuſeAona- 
ble,forwardand hay. Ard rhereforexhouyſia kind | 
of Spiritual toy; yer for this deceit; deſerncrh} ' 

+ "the ſameEthecke wherewirth 82/omon” * 
xcbuketh clic carnall;Thow art: | 
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Cnay. K XL. 
of the deceit of m_—_ beleevers 


ſorrowes end defires. 


E deceics that are in-the Temporaries 

| Faith thus opened, wee come in the next 

place, to ſpeake of his deceits in the matter 

of Repentance.Wherc it cannot bee denied,butthar 

he may goevery farre in the probable reſemblance 

of Repcneance; ivſomuch ashee himſelfe,as well as 

others, may thinke hee hath in truth repented. To 

examine this more particulatly,in the particulars of 

Repentance, and firſt of that whichisinward, and 
'then in that whichis ontward therein. 

r. For the #2werd prettife of Repent ance there are 
pwn ag 0. Jru_ he deccigeth himſclfe, 
Sorrow & cr yeſpetiing time- paſt: 
CE CE come. o __ 

1. Forhis ſorrow. he's wondrous wide, hee fee- 
leth,nodonbt,oftentimes ſore remorſe, the prickes 


herevpon concludes hee hath his parr in godly for- 
row. . But exceeding falſly, and deceitfully : For, 
;who foadle greater: gripes, and pangs of vpbray- 
| ding,' and -yexing conſciences, than doc the Di- 
vells theraſclues, 'and the moſt deſperate. repro- 
bates? So that if this reaſon were good, they alſo 
ſhowld hane godlyſorrow. Indeed theſe compun- 
Gions of heart, theſe horrors and terrours in the 


eee 


and ftingsof an accufing.confeitnce, :asi were the | 
arrowes of the Almighty ftickingambis ribbes : and | 


| __ EHeaY} 


2 His: epen- 
Tancce 


r Inward, in 
his 


f Sorrow. 
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Ele& are a notable preparative to godly ſorrow,and 
they.are asthepricks of rhe needle,,making way for 
the rhred : as wee may ee. inthe example ofthar 
troupe of Saint Peters Conuerts: neuerthelefſe rhey 
are tobe diſhinguiſhed from repemtence ir ſelfe,as be» 
ing common to the reprobare, with the Ele&.Ther- 
fore, as the ſicke parient ſhould deceive himfelfe in 
thinking hee had taken a ſufficient purge , becauſe 
hee hath taken a preparatiue; or as hee ſhould de- 
ceiue himſelfe, chat ſhould thinke heewere entred 
farre enough into-the houſe, thatſtands.onely inthe 
Eetry orthe Porch: fo doth heere our temporary 'de> 
lude his ſoule; miſtaking ſome preperatory, and in- 
troduFory workes vnto repentance, for repentance 
it ſelfe. For notwithſtanding thoſe Pevitentiaries in 
the Ads were miſerably wracked, and tormented 
in conſcience, and felt the rwo edged-ſword of the 
Spirit piercing through their ſoules, yer when they 
demanded of Petey, what they ſhould doe, namely, 
to bee ealedof their preſent diftrefſe, recciued this 
apſwer;Repent:belike then they had nor repented as 
yet, for all the ſmart ofrheir rubbing & galling con- 
ſciences.Nay ,mark how Peter preſcribes repentesce 
as the-onely ſoueraigne remedy toreleeuethem in 

tbat rheir agonie. Loe then yer a fouler and grofſer 
deceit, to take the diſeaſe for the remedy, to' thinke 
that becauſe they haue the wonnd curable onely by 

the Balwe of Gilead, therefore they-haue the balme | 
it ſelfe. Soalſo our S2x5oar calleth ſach asarc in 

this caſe, men hegyy laden and wearied with the bure | 
then of ſinnes guilt, and bids them.come-wnts him. 
A man therefore may bee burthened with cthe-femie 


of 


PTR 


LH 


T be deceit fu lneſſe of Mans heart. 


offinne, andyer (as yer) not come to Chriſt. Yea; 
there as greardiffercnce betwixt being thus hea- 
vie loaden, and comming to Chriſt, as betwixt ha- 
ving aburthen en ones backe, and the hauing of it 
raken off: forrherefore doth. CHRIST call ſach ro 
come ynro him, that by this meanes they mighrbee 
caſed. And yet moreplainly doth our Saujour cleere 
this, when he ſaith, that he came to call ſarners (vn- 
derſtand it of ſinners laden with the burthen of their 
ſines, ſeeing and bewailing their miſery) 70 zepes- 
tance. Therefore, to feele ones [elfec a finner,and to 
bee touched withrhe ſenſe of our miſery. isnor al- 
wayes repentance. Andinrhe place fore-alledged, 
Matth.11. 2$-tiee bids ſuch as are laden with finne; 
that is, ſuch as feele the ſmart of ſins gailr preffing 
the conſctence,cuen them he bids ro'learne humili- 
tie:which ſhewerh that a man may be affe&ted with 
fome ſenſe of finhe, andyet nor truely humbledin 
godly ſorrow.” Bur that his deceit, in thinking hee 
hath godly ſorrow, may the bett@ appeare , let 
vs *bricfely examine it by. the Properties of godly 
ſorrow, © 

Fit; Godly ſorrow reſpects the fiaremore than 
the puniſhment, and makerh the repenting ſinner ro 
bee ofthis minde., that hee caresnort what outward 
puniſhmenrhee indures, (othat he might feele the 
guilr of his Gnne-waſhedour of his confcience, and 
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Martth.g. 

And diſcouc- 
red by the | 
marks of goC- 
ly forrow, 


Which are 
1 To reſpect | 
the finnc m.oft»! 


behold rhe loning countenance of Godin Chritt. 
The voice of godly ſorrow isthat of Dauzd, Take 2-, 
way the treſþaſſe of thy ſerwant. kisthe treſpaſſe hee 
would haue taken away : for as for the Puniſbazent, 
how hee ſtood affected; let his. owne words c—_— 
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ward witnefſe when he ſpeaks thusto God, Jet #hine 
| hawd be por» me and my Fathers houſe, But itis onely 
che puniſhment either felr, or feared, that cauſerh 
chat howling and crying, which ſometimes is in rhe 
wicked Tempererie,as Eſav, Ahab, Indes, &c, The 
voyceof this baſe ſorrow, isthat of Pherdoh, T ake 4- 
1) this plague,namely,ofthe outward ſcourge, nor, 
T ake away this hard heert, a greater plague than any: 
yea, than all the ten plagues. Marke the difference 
betwixt Phoreoh and Dexid, the ſaves griefe, which 
is for the whip; and the ſonnes, which is for offend- 
ing his kind and louing father. The one is the gricte 
of /ove,the other of fegre and hatred. 
Secondly, Godly ſorrow is laſting anddurable, My 
ſfeane faith Denid,zs exer before wee. Their bumiliari- 
on is a continuall aft, renewed daily; inſomnch, 
chatifthey ſometime through weakeneſſe omir it, 
they recompence it with an extraordinary meaſure 
| cherof aterward. The Prophet efe-where complai- 
nerh,that his #@res were as his ordiwery food, which 
if men omit one day, they cate themore for ic the 
next.But the ſorrows of thele 7emporavies are aguiſh 
and come onely by fits and farts. Yetherein nor 
aguifh, thag Agues are conſtant in their firs, and 
ſome of them hold long,theſe ſorrowes are very vn- 


| certaine and momentany. They may beſometimes, 


| 


| 


as a graue Dinine ſpeaketh, Serwen-ſiche, but no o- 
therwiſe than men are Sea-/icke, who are preſently 
| wellagaine, when they come to ſhoare. Here then 
'is rhe deceir of the Temporarre, that thinkes be harh 


'ſorrowed enough, if that at any time hee feele any | 
|penge of theſe paſſions, any que/mes of griete, ay 
{mal 
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| {mall workings of ſorrow to diſquier him bur a little, 


ns aq 


Alike, as if one, feeling the flelh to ſmart after the 


plaiſter :ewly appliedro the ſoare, ſhould preſently 
rake off che playſter, and thinkeir had wrought e- | 


nough ; whereas the playſter muſt lie on (till, till ir | 


haue caten out the corruption wholly. And ſo muſt | 
this corroſiue of godly ſorrow, applied onceto the | 


feſtered ſoares of our fins fill remaine with vs, till | 


they bethroughly healed,that is, to our dying day; | 


and then all zeares, euenthe teares of godly ſorrow | 


ic ſelfe./hallbe wiped away, but not before. 


rours that are in theconſciences of the Ele, they 
ſtill driue them ro God,and fie them for the hand of 
God, to bee wrought and framed thereby. As wee 
may ſce in them whom Peters Sermon pricked. 
Their wound made them ſecke for Phyficke, and 
draue them to the Phyſitian, to the men and Mi- 


niſters of God, Now 1#da alſo had his terrours of 
conſcience : ſo alſo had Sas/ his. But whither did 
they driuethem ? The former notto Chriſt , bur to 
the cnemies of Chriſt, the high Prieſts, and the De- 
uill, ro whom he went, when he wentto the halter. 
Thelatteralſo, not to prayer, not to God, not to 
the men of God, but to Muſicke,zo the Harpe, and 
atthelaſt,tothe Wirch of Exder, tothe Deuill. So 
they drauc Canto the building of Cities, thinking 
to deceiue thoſe -terrours by that imploymenet of 
his minde. Thus alwayes doth the Temporarie, 


| 


when God ſhootes his arrow into the fide of his 


conſcience , flic from him, as a Dog from him that 
| ſtrikerh 


ul 
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Thirdly, godly ſorrow, yeathe very firſt ſeedes | ;,Drivingto 
and preparations thereof, thoſe terrours and hor- | I 
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| for thatin godly ſorrow the heart is molten, and 
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| would haue thought of Repenrance ) they returne 
; preſently to their wallowing in the mire of their 
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ftriketh him with a cudgell, and feekes any where 
rather for relicfethan at his hands : for ſuch is bis 
deſpaire,whercof he is ſwallowed vp,and ſuch is his 
deſperate malice and hatred againſt God in this 
caſe, that he cannot ſy much as whiſper the leaſt ſy1- 
lable to him : It is otherwiſe with the EleRof God. 
Paw! being fecarcfully wounded and confounded in 
his mindc, could yet then ſay to that God that did 
all that vato him, Lord, what wonld:(! thou have mee 
to dee? | 

Fourthly , godly ſorrow worketh:Rep:ntance , a 
change and alteration of heart, cauſing vs to hate 
ſinne , and loue rightcouſneſſe. And the reaſon is, 


wholly liquified and diflolued, and-ſo being made 
ſoft and tender , recciueth the ftampe & impreſle of 
Gods Spirit. But in theſe our Tewporaries no ſuch 
matter. They may other-while hed a few wbooriſh 
teares & hang downe the head like a bul-ruſh for « day, 
withthoſe Jewes - bur filthy ſwine that they are, af- 
cer they have waſhed themſelues (in the waters, onc 


former filthineſſe. 4hab faſts and pincheth his car- 
kaſſe with ſack-cloth, and goes creeping andcrou- 
cbing z but had hceeuer truly repented for opprel- 
{ing of poore Naborh, would he fo ſoone after haue 
fallen into the ſame ſinneof oppreſhon, in the vn- 
iuſt impriſonment of the holy Prophet Aicbaieh; | 
| where the circumſtance of the perſon opprelled,ac 
deth weight to the ſinne? If ic had beene true rc | 


pentance , his hand would not Rilthaye remayned | 


—— 
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blondie, norhis eare vncircumciſed, to diſtalte the 


cucn inthe middelt of his yelling, falſly accufeth 1s: | 
cob his brother for coſenage, ſccketh ro hauca blel- | 
ſing ſegcred from his brothers, and carrieth a vin» 
ditiue minde againſt him, purpoſing to murther 
him. Yea Fe/ix, whenfirucken with the maieſty of | aac, 6,17, 
the word inPas/s mouth, ſo that. hetrembled againe 
for feare, yet euen then he remained the ſame couc- | 
tous Felix that before:at that very inſtant he trem- | 
bled, hce couctcd, and expetted a bribe of Paw), 
when hegaue Pa»! ſome occaſion , toexpe repen» 
tance of him. Thus alſo when Gods threatnings in | | 
the miniſteric of Moſes wrung teares out of the 1ſrae- | N9,14-35-40 
lites eyes , yet they could not wring rebelion out of | 
their heaxts - for being threatned todic in the Wik 
dernefle, for their thoughts of returning into Egypr, | neur.y.40;ar, 
and rherefore commanded not togoe the next way 
to Canaan, but to goe backe againe intothe Deſarr 
| that ſo the denounced ſentence might be executed 1 
they ſcemed much to be moued herewith, &hem- 
bled them(ſclues in weeping and confection of their | 
ſinnes : but yet for all this,they would by no means 
bee perſwaded to obey the commandement of not 
going on ſtraight forward roward Canaan, The like | 
is-tobe thought of ud his griefe:for all thar,ftill he | 
remayn-d the. ſame olde 1udas; that before. There | 
was notaay true hatred. of his ſinne wrought in bis | | 
heart ; for then hec could not haue added murrher 


beene ready to have played ſome new pranke. Thus 


| wholeſome Prophecies of faithfull Michaiab, Eſau, | Genzy.34,36. | 
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to murther. Nay, ifhee bad liued, he would haue | | 


itis with all Temporaries. Though they ſhed rivers | 
of 
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' depth, therefore his ſinnes arc not choaked, bur ra- 
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of teares , though thcy water their couches , and even 
bathe and ſoake themſelucs inthis (alr. brine, yer for 
all this thcy remaine vnſeafoned and vnmortified, 
Their Legpards ſþors (till remayne vnwaſhen; their 
Blackamores hide vnchanged. Bur godly forrow is 
of that nature, that the foule once d:ienched, and 
baptized with the teares thereof, receiueth ſuch a 
tinFure and die of grace , that will neuer aiter our. 
There is no diſtillation of herbs (o precious for the 
curing of bodily , as this of godly ſorrows, reares 
forthe healing our ſoules infirmities. T he airc is 
not ſoclcared, when thecloud is diflolued by raine, 
as the minde, when the clouds of our iniquities are 
diffolucd by the raine of repeating rcares. Theſe 
waters are the Red Sea, wherein the whole armic of 
our ſinnesis drowned. But for that theſe waters in 
the Texporarie are but ſhallow ,and wanttheiriuſt 


ther deliciouſly bathed herein. And ſo much for the 
temporary ſorrow. 

His deſires are no lefſedeceirfull. Deſrreis recko- 
ned by Pau/among the fruits or parts of repentance, 
Andin temporarics there ſeem oft-times to be.good 
motions,diſpoſitions,and deſires after good things. | 
They inthe Gofpell, hearing the excel'!ent diſcourſe 
of our Sauiowr , concerning the heauenly Mauna, 
cryed out, as affeRed therewith , Lord, exermore 
gine vs of thu bread, And Agrippa was lo far wroghe 
vpon by Pal, that hee ſaid, Thou almoſt perſwade5t 
me to become a Chriſtian. But thele deſires ofthetem- 
porary are not ſound, For, | | 


1, True deſires arc no fam deſires , but ſuch as 
| make * 


- — _ - 
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ſoute, Therefore our Santour blefſed indeed! 


| 


wah The dectItfulneſſe of Mans heavy =Y 
make vsfaint,they are fo cager and earneſt; like the | 
bee} 
rie}] 


deſires of couerons \men; who wich 4528; witt 
ſicke for their neighbours vineyare, rhey-long 
ſo deſironſly:And cherefore the Apoſtle faith;Coner 


after ſpiritual! things; yea, like the defire of Rabel af- | 


ter children, which made her ſay, Gine we - children, 

03 Tk. See it in Dawic:Eihe as the ors buiotli bfter 
the rivers of ny doth my ſoule afte# vhie, "0 God. 
And againe.,my ſont deſireth after thee like the thir(ty 
ground. Bur our Temporaries defires are nothing ſo 
ſtrong : hee'Yoth not;a#God commands, opimn- his: 
mouth wide; and cannot fay'-with Dari," My beary: 
breaketh for deſire to thy 3ndgements; nor with the 
Church, 1 am ſicke of lowe;nor as Sijers in hisnaturall 

thirſt, 7 Jie for thirft.gine me #I8ke:worthisis the na- 

cure of ſtrong and fernenr deſires, ro\heobnpaicnt? 
of delay, that they commonly verifie $e/omvss Pro- 


uerbe. The hope that is deferred, is the fainting of 


the 
tharhunger and thirſt for his riglteoufnes; but yes! 
ſuch as Ranger and thirſt in þ's cmtiger > ths 
that he required before vnto bleſſednes. The bleſſay \ 
deſires then-are-only thoſe whichareſo effeFipnate 
tharthey" make; the defirer*t6 motirne, feeling hs: 
deſire not to bee fulfilled : burrow out Toppordrye | 
though hee deſire grace, yet hee feelerh nor hearty 
griefe in rhe want of grace, this neuertroubles him, 


ic nener breakes his fleepe: Therefore his deſires are | 


not right. | / | 35149 T1 Þ itt J26t 
2, True deſfires'of good things are exceeding 
painfull and laborions, in anoyding all hiadrances, 
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fore our Saviour com 
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i. 1;ght, wherby ic defireth asit were the higheſt place, 
: .-.\| hath alſo heete, to conſume all obſtacles that with- 


py 
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es them tothe naturall de-! 
ſires of hunger and thirſt; Now hunger (as wee ſay) 


Will ragke 'thorough 2 ſtove wall : it. will make a man 
eatehis owne fleſh, rather then-to bee ſtarued; And 
Dauids thirſt made him venture che lives of his three 
worthiies. In naturethe coneupiſeiblefaculty is ſecon-! 
ded with. the,irs;7ible, our defireigbacked with our: 
anger; ſo that. being croſſed in our deſires, our an- 
gerpreſently is vpin armes, and laboureth the re- 
mouall of that which croſleth : So fire beſides its 


ſtand his aſſeat.But now our #2#2poraries deſires are 
nothing elſe but idle,lazie, and lusking wiſhes, ſucks 


_ | asthe; fluggards, , whetcof Salomon thus ſpeaketh. 
The deſire df the ſmggard /iazeth him: for bis bands re- 


fuſe to worke. And againe, The ſiuggard luſteth, but 
beth nowght.Why? Becauſe theLion in the way terri- 
a-himgbetoile-of working skares him: herwonld | 
ainc hate meats bue' will not worke : and ſo thoſe 
iathe Gofpel would faine haue the heauenly;bread, 
Lord euermore giue vs ofthis bread,but they will nor 
as Ghriſt rcls them): rake rhe painesro,come vato 
lm by#aith forit ; for God was zinted, that as 
nthe naturall;ſogl(oin the ſpiritual life, In the. ſweat 
of thy browes than ſhalt. lize.But our ſluggiſh Tempo- 
rary will none of that;he deſires and deſires, bur (tj! 
lieg leeng.in hisbed, gaping and ſtretching him-| * 
{elfe, like the dore that runnes vpon the hinges, but 
yer hangs ſtill vpon them,it comes nor off for allthe 


|rurnings; .ſo hee, for all che turning of his hearr in} 
faint and. weake deſires, fill hangerh faſt ſpon the 
| inges | 


— - ® wm Md 


"_ 


—_— 


-— "SO DOAANR” 0 ot 


— 


Th dicettfoloe oof Mont heart. | 


hinges of his ſinnes, and cannot poſhbly come our 
of the power of iniquitie-: ſeeing many rabs-in the 
way of his deſires, he hath no ſpirit or courage ro go: 
[about ro remouc chem,to breake through the hoſte | 
ofthe ſpiricuall Philiftines,for the getting ofthe ſpi- 

rituall waters: He can wiſh with Belaam, O'thet my' 
ſoule might die the deathof the righteows! But he doth. 
not alike deſire the life of the righteous, If he defire 
vercue, yet not the meanes thar ſhould bring him 
to ir; and thus deſiring vertue, he pines aud periſhes 
in the want of it : Hell woxth it ſelfe, as one fayes, 
full of fuch fleight and flot full wiſhes: Suckvas were 
his inthe Goſpel, that hearing Chrifts heauenty dil- 
courſe, cryed our,affeted therewith, Blaſſed are they 
that eate bread in the kingdome of God; But, as our 
Sauiour there ſhewes in his anſwer,they ſuffer euery 
light occaſion of Farmes, Oxen, Wiues,to deraine 
them, And ſo as the Temporaries deſires an '#dle, fo 
alſo it is' a diſobedient deſire, that will notſubrnir ir 
ſelfe ro Go D's commandement in the'vſeof the 
meanes: but the true belecuers defire is /aboriows,& 
ſo durifull.ſubictting it ſelfe to the vie of the meanes 
commanded, and as earneſtly deſiring thoſe meawes, 
as the end itſelfe, as David, when raulthed with rhe | 
meditation of the good mans bleſſednefle, preſently 


Num,2z.10, 


Virttem ext» 


tant,contabeſ- 


cuntqurelifia, * 


Petſ, 


Luke.r4-15, 


Pſaltis.s. 


conceiued this defire;znor, O that I had this happi- 
nefle ! but, O that I could vſe the mieanesro bring 


Ged, that I might keepe thy ſtatutes : And againe, My 
heart breaketh for defire of thy iudgement<s. | 


me to this happineſſe / 0 that my waizs were ſo dire-f'Plal.trg.za, 


3. True deſires are content, as in Danid, in the 3-Fickleeſle, | 


words 1aft-mentioned, My heart breaketh for deſire 
| H 2 
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Aelgre os ol Ch thian thopgh 

frpmneney's Es -. ſtill feels his wants; 

bot rhe mers bath, the more bee deſireth , 
uhenche br bs males jb ro: Da- 
PI) hec ſets his beart 

iis Blon't his fouls imitateth the 


| =_ UP ” voyce,that king apr but the de- 
ſixes = Temporary, "a ener the 
e may leeme vialent, yer at len Ey va® 

[6 apo .2S Fave jel g deaw; as God himſelfe 

coffee thoſe Sh Cd afotions which ſeemed to be 
inthe Iſraclites. he motions and affections, which 
he.hathin goodthipgs,are notmuch vnlike to thoſe 
which the true kelecuer hath ſometimes in euil:For 

as he in temptation ſometimes may bee tickled, and 
EE ſome pricking in bis deſiresto the way of wic- 
kednefſe, as once Dayid, when he began to enter- 
taine choſe thoughts, 7 hane waſhed my bangs in inno- 
cexcie iq waine : yer.in concluſion he quenches thoſe 
choughts, andſo,mockes Sathan, tro whom he made 
faire of f commingto bim,as David did, when for all | 
his begin inning to yeeld, yet, in the. end hee came in 
di at byz, or yet © for. off this T faid ere-mhile, 
God is good,ehc. So this our. Texporgrie, thoug Wm 
cher-while he may haue,as we lay,a CE minde 
rogodlinefle, and with Agrippe bee halfe perſwaded 
to bee a Chriſtian, yerthe concluſion is , I will.nor 
leaue my former courſe, and ſo hee mockes God, 
whom he bore in hand, that hee would become his 
Diſciple. . 
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 ſelfe Gods ſervant.he adderh, for 1 hawe done fooliſh- 
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Crae. VIL 
of the deceit s of the temporary in the outward 


praGice of Repentance. 


there are two ſpecials, wherein the zemporary de- 
celueth himſelfezConfeſſion and Prayer. 

r. For Confeſſzon.jit cannot bee denyed butthar ir 
is a worthy ſcruice ofa repenring ſinner, or elſe God 
would neuer haue promiſed ſo great a reward to it: 
If wee confeſſe our ſinnes hee is faithfull to forgine, 
Iob in the large Catalogue of his good works, wher- 
with he cheared himſelfe in that heauic agonie, a- 
monegſt the reſt reckonerh the confeſſion of his fins 
for one, 1f I hae hid my ſine, 48 did Adame&c.And 
Daxid having ſaid, Take away the treſpaſſe of thy ſer- 
ants to make good that ſpeech,and to proue him- 


ty; as ſome godly learned thinke, hereby intimaring, 
that if hedeſerned not to be called Gods feruant, in: 
regard of his {ate finne, yer ar leaſt, in regard ofhis | 
latter ſervice of confeſſion: yea elſewhere when on» 
ly a purpoſe of confeſſion conceined by him, Gods 
care was in his heart,before his confeſſion was in his 
rongue; 7 thought Twonld confeſſe my ſme, andthou 
forgaueſt me:for as only the man wakenedour of his 


wards. 
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dreame can tell his dreame, ſo only the man awake- 
ned6mof his finnes by repentance, can truly con- 
lautis:6e pecca- |fefſe them. Wherefore,howloeuer 7exyporaries, and 


| 
' 


| 
! 
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vnregenerate Men may make an outward confeſſion 
a5 S$arl, Inxs, Pharaohand others did, yer the truth 
is, there is much 'gnile-in their confefhons, 

1. Irueconteſlion muit come, as wee (ce inthe 
Publicane,from a touched and troubled ſoule, from 
chat broken. and bleeding heart of Darid,from that 
melting and relenting heart of Joſiah; This is the 


porary knowes itnct, the paine of the weacke only 
wrings the confeſſion from him, nor the mercic of 
that fweer God, whom he hath offended: And ther- 
forezas we (ee in Pharaoh, when he is off the wrack, 
he begins to ſing another note, and to valay and call 
iv, in a manner, his confeſſion. | 


ing hold vpon mercy.: As Day. 9.9. Yet compaſſion 
and forgiuents is with the Lord albeit we hane rebelled 
againſt hin. And Ez#4.10.2. We hae treſpaſſed, &v. 
jet row there t hope.iht Iſrael concerning thenamely, 
for rhe foxgiuenes of this ſirine. 'This the temporary 


in his diſtrefſe. cannor'doe. Tu could tay, 1 haxe 
ined, but forhis life he could nor adde thoſe words 
of David,” Take away the (inns of thy ſernuant. Nay he 
-ould not (ay that confeſſion, I have ſine to God, 

ut only tothe high Prieſts:for he was wholly ſwals 
lowed vp of deſpaire. His repentance was adeſpe- 


rate Fepentance,not wp with faith, foas is the 
true TEpegtance.. And therefore our Sauiour prea- 
ching repentance ſaith, Repert aud beleene, 
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Sacrifite which the Lord will zot deſpiſe. But our #em-| 


..2. It muſt come alſofrom a belecuing hearsy lays | 
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3. Confetſion muſt come from an honeſt heart, 
| purpoſing not to finne, thar ſo with the confetſion 
| we may ioyne allo the confuſion and ouerthrow of 
 ſinne : Hee that confeſſeth and forſuketh (that is, hee 
that in the very act of confeſling torlakerh ) bis ſemre, 
| ſhall find mercy. This was the conteſſion of that good 
| Shecaniah, Ezra. 10.2.3, We hanetreſpaſſed,@&c. Now 
| therefore let vs make a cotenant with the Lord, to put 
away all the wines. But how farre are the Tempora- 
ries from this, who when by confeſſion they haue 
ſeemed ro diſgorge their ſtomacks, haue filthily 
with the dogge earen vp their owne vomit againe? 
And fo farre are they from this purpoſe of nor fin 
ning,thar they are fully ſer vpon fin;in confeſling; as 
[in thoſe 7ſraclites.that ſaid, we hawe ſraned.vve will goe 
| 2p; which was as much asif they ſhould haue ſaid, 
| we hane ſinned;we will ſin:tor God in the former verſe 
| had forbidden them ro goe vp: yea many of them 

preſume to ſinne, becauſe of confeflion; thinking by 
| it to be. caſed. as the drunkard by his vomiting : And 
though ſome of them, in their good moodes, andin 
ſome of their firs, may ſeeme, when they humble 
'themſelues in confeffion, verily to purpole amend- 


! Nor an ho- 
nefthcarr. 


Prou,z?-3,13« 


Dcut.t,41» 


Verſe 40, 


ment, yetthefe are no ſound, noſerled, nolincere 
& honeſt purpoſes, bur ſudden flaſhings, conceiued 
by their deceirfull hearts, rather ro auoid the iudge- 
; ments either felr, or feared, then truely to pleaſe 

God; and thus, becauſe the heart is not rent, toge- 
ther with the garments, therefore neither is the fin 
| rent,but rather ſown faſter rogerher by that rending 
' of rhe garment; and becauſe with rthir penitent Pyb- 
licanethey itoyne notthe imrard ſmiting of the heart 
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with the outward knocking of the breft,therefore this 
knocking doth nor batrer in pieces bur rather co»ſo- 
lidate and more firmly compad finne together. 
2. Poynt, which the mouth performes, is Preyey: 
neither can itbe denied, bur that rhe Temporary may 
pray, and that as one would thinke, very zealonſly, 
as no doubt but Irdas did,together with his fellowes, 
all ofrhem deſiring Chriſt ro inſtru&t rhem how to 
pray :neither only may he doe this with others, bur 
alſo ſolitarily apart by himſelfe, as it 1s ſaid,the Pha- 
riſie went vpto the Temple to pray, as well as the 
Publicane,borh of them to their priuate prayers, the 
Temple then in regard of ceremoniall holineſſe,be. 
inc the place,as well of priuate,as of publike prayer. 
It may ſeeme then our Temporary is well : Fort is 
onely the ſanifying Spirit which teacherh to pray, 
who therefore is ſtyled the Spirzt of prayer, and the 
children of God are vſually in ſcripture deſcribed 
by rhis,that they call vpon the name of the Lord: Bur: 
alas, his prayers are not true prayers, they are tur- 
ned into (inne : For, 

Firſt, though he may pray,to orr thinking ( and 
his own too ſomerime)very feruently, yer ob ſaies, | 


*| il] be pray alway? No, in more grieuous tryals his 


heart and hopes faile him; his mouth is ſtopr, hee is 
ftrook ſpeechleſſe, with the gueſt in the Parable,and} 
hath nor ſo much as one word to blefſe himſelfe 
withall, who yer lauiſhed moſt luxuriouſly in abun- 
dance of words in the time of peace. 

2. In prayer he ſeeks himſelfe,and nor Gods glo- 
rie: they care not fo much for Gods fauour as for 


cheir owne profit. Whereas the property of tre 


prayer 
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mwong whom my name is called pon, ſhall bumble them- 
ſelues,and pray,and ſeeke my face. In prayer, Gods face 
and fauor is to be ſought above all other things: and 
therefore our Sauiour teacheth vs both to begin our 
praiers with deſire of his glory, Hel/owed be thy name; 
andto end them with giuing glory to him, Thire #s 
the kingdome,&c. But the remporery is notthus holt- 
ly carried in his prayers with the reſpect of Gods 
go Moſes and Paul, preferring it to his owne 

uation, bur with PIER ole very baſe, 
as may eaſily appeare by theſe two things: firſt, his 
prayers are more zealous and feruent with others, 
then alone by himſelfe: wheras the vehemencie ofa 
true Chriſtian is then greateſt, when he is ſhut vpin 
| hiscloſer, and hath God only to be witnes of it. This 
ſhews, that pride and vaine-glory ſway him, not any 
true zeale to Gods glory : Secondly,after prayer he 
hath no care to returne thanks;as in thenine Lepers, 
which cried as loud as the tenth, Teſws heve mercy, 
-but returned not with him to giue thankes for their 
healch;which ſhewed they (ought themſeclues onely 


Chriſt - thirdly, he makes prayer the end of prayer, 
he prayes topray,he reſts in his prayer.an1 doth not 
in good fadnes vie hispraier asa meane to preuaile 
againſt his ſins; he prayes idlely and lazily,and doth 
nor, together with his lippes in praying, moue his 
| hands in indeauouring for that he prayes; according 
; as Selomon direterh, coupling together prayer to 
| God & our owne indeuour,TIf thou call for } avg 


[ 


| and cry for underſtanding;if thou ſeeke her as ſilner,and 


Gy 


| prayer is ſet downe by Salomon, If my people, 4 


in their prayers, and nothing eſteemed the loue of | - 
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ſearch for her as for treaſure.Lo,together with right 
crying and calling in prayer, there muſt be ſeeking 
& ſearching in the vſe of the meanes: elfe we do bur 
mocke God. and our ſelues much more.if we pleaſe 
, our ſelues in ſuch prayers. And that which Salomon 
 ſpeakes of other idle talke, will be true of the vaine 
 prattle of ſuch ſlorhfull prayers; In all labor there is 
i =bnndance,but the talke of the lips only bringeth want. 
| Wee ſhall ſtill remaine poore and beggarly in ſpiri- 
| tuall things, vnlefſe our hands beſtirre them,and la- 
| bour, together with our mouthes; vnleſſe weriſe vp 
from ourprayers, with a ferled purpoſe to buckle 
. our felues toour buſines, As Dax7d.after that he had 
prayed the Lord, that his wayes might bee directed 
| to keepe Gods ſtatutes, and had inforced this prayer 
by certaine arguments, he thus ended it, / wil/ keepe 
thy ſtatntes;whereas the temporary beleeuer feels no 
ſuch fruit of prayer, but rather ſayesſecretly, I will 
lie in my finnes till, againft which Thaue prayed, 
I will breake thy ſtatutes, which I prayed I might 
 keepe. Much like to S, Axſter.that before his con- 
 uer{1on prayed to God for chaſtity and continencie, 
bur yet was afraid, as hee writes of himiclfe, leaſt 

God ſhould heare his prayer too ſoene,defirous ra- 
[cher ro hane his luſt ſatisfied then extinguiſhed, 
| Such kinde of minds haue the vnregenerate in their 
 przyer, ſtillthey loue their finnes, and would nor 
for all their ralk,leaue them by their good wils. And 
therefore doe they fo neer reſemble him in the Fa- 
b!e,that when his Carr ſtucke in the mire, called vp- 
on his god for helpe, but yet lay (till, and would nor 
ſtir the leatt of his fingers ro helpe himſelfe;yea.and 
thoſe 


_ 
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rouſly banquet againſt healthz for while they pray 
againſt, they play and ſport themſclues in their | 
ſinnes. 

Now, for that whicl is 7:44. in the outward pra- 
&iſe of repentance, namely, the reformation of life, | 
the 7emporary alſo maF ſeeme to attaine hereunto: | 
for in the Goſpel the 2nc/eane ſpirit is faid to be caſt | 
out of him, which is to be vaderſtood, in regard of 
outward reformation of his life, ia that hee leaueth 
his former ſcandalous courſes of-drunkenneſle, 
vncleanneſſe, ſwearing, lying, open contempt of 
holy things, &c. and conformerh himſelfe to ſome 
more ſober and ciuill carriage.Bur yet this reforma- 
tion is deceitful, or elſe the vacleanelſpirit could not 
locaſily re-enter with ſenen worſe ſpirits than himfelfe 
into the partic thus reformed, {o that hzs latter end 
ſhould become morſe then his beginning. Now the de- 
ceir here is this,that our remporarytaketh his- out- 


thoſe alſo that in their Sacrifices for health did rio- | 
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2. In d:eds, 


| Reformation 


of life, 
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ward abſtinence. from ſinne for true reformation; 
which vnleſſe ir proceed from the inward forſaking 
is ought worth. There muſt be abhorrizg of ſinne, 
as wel as abſt aining;ſvathing as well asl:aning, in true 
reformation, A-theefe when he is m2nacled, can- 
not ſteale, hee abſtaines outwardly : and yet hap- 
ly hath a theeuiſh minde ftill : And a chained Lyon 
though hee. abſtaige from deuouring, yet hee hath 
his Honiſh nature ſtil}; hee hath nor lefr rhar, Many 
leaue their ſinncs in like manner, being reſtrained 
by fcare,ſhame,and ſuch like reſpects : Their hearts 
fill deliphe, and tickle them(elues in the thoughts 
of thoſe finnes. But true reformation of fine muſt 


proceed 
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roccede from the hatred of ſinne, and from the 
= of Gods Law forbidding finne, as Danids did; 
I hawe refrained ( (aith hee) from exery euill way, bur 
why did he ſo?vpon what ground?ro what-end?Tþ at 
I eight keepe thy word. It was that loue ofthe Law 
which hee had ſo patherically a little before profe(- 
ſed, 0h how lowe I thy Law ! this wasitthat made him 
to refraine from ſinne, his affetion toward the 
Word : and this was that hee propounded to him- 
ſelfe, in abſtaining from ſinne, in diſpleaſing his 


owne of Fork ro pleaſe the Law,to obey the law. 
fa 


The Wolfe ( faith Auſtew ) comes to the ſheep-fold, 
* with a purpoſe to kill and cate : But the ſheep- 


* heards they watch, the dogges they barke, he can 
* doe nothing, he takes away nothing, hee kils no- 
© thing : Yer as he comes.,ſo he goes away,a Wolfe. 
* Whar, becauſe hee worried and tooke away no 
< ſheepe,therefore was he a wolfe onely in his com- 
< ming, andaſheepe in his returning ? No, the | 
* Wolfe comes furious, returnes fearefull, and yer 
< a Wolfe as well in his feare, as in his fury. And ſo 
are many as wicked in their fearefull abſtainiag 
from ſane, as in their bold and furious commitcing 
of finne: Some alſoare diſabled by age, and yertir 
doth them good to remember their former wic- 


| tion of prodigality? Others againe are intercup- 


kedneſſe, and to inconrage orhers to the ſame. If 
bare leauing ofthe outward a&t were enough, then 
theſe alſo were reformed. Others alſo ſurceaſe from 
ſome ſinne, becauſe a contrary vice hath got the 
rule and pofſeſſhon of them; as when the prodigall 
man becomes couetous: Is there any true reforma- 


red 


——_— 


| The deceit fulneſſe of Mens heart. 
ted in che pradtiſe of one ſinne, by reaſon ſome o- 
ther ſinne diverts them another way, as thoſe meſ- 
ſengers did S8ax! from purſuing David. As thus, a 
man is couctous, but yet ambition and vaine-glory, 
being ſtronger, make him leaye his baſe couerous 
niggardize, A. man is giuen to incontinecie ; bur 
his pride and feare of diſhonaur, carrying a greater 
ſway with him, bridle his laſts. A man is wickedly 
| angry with his brother, but yet couetouſneſſe hath 
| agreater hand ouer him than anger; therefore there 
| 1s 3 gift in ſecret giuen him , heeis pacified, Heere 
' Couetouſnes coatroules, and checks, and reforms 
anger : Will you call this a reformation} No,this is 
nothing, when one #yrazt ouercommeth another, 
but when the — ouercomes him;not when 
one corruption preyailerbragainſbanother, but when 
grace prevaitertagainft it; when though there were 
no other reſtraint, yes ones owne. ſandtified heart 
would reſtraine and cauſe one to fay. with Joſeph 
How caw 1 doe1his, aud ſine 224 ? otherwiſe 
to deſiſt the outward at, can yeeld bur poore com» 
forr to aſſure vs that wee hane repented. Daxidhad 
{left the ſmnes of Munther and Adbltery forall that 
ſpace of rime that was betwixrthe murther of #niab 
and Nathanscomming to Hit, which was a yeare 
almoſt; hee'did nor ſtill 'adde one murther to ang» 
| ther; or one adultery ro another; he did pot all that 
| while fall roir a freſh; but yet for all thathe regen- 
ted'nor vnrill NetÞax came and toured him. Excel: 
| lently Salomon, By the feare of the Lord men depart 
| from exill : ſhewing, that whereſocuer the true feare 
| of Godis wanting, where isno true departing:from 
Fekas | ; euill, 
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evill, chough the outward att of euill be forborne. 
Therefore when the godly are deſcribed by abſtain- 
ing from-euill, withall the rrue gronndof their ab- 
ſtaining is ſer downe : as Eccleſ.g.2, When the wic- 
ked man isſcr our to bee a fwearer, the godly man 
(by way of oppoſition ) is ſaid, not ſimply not to 
(weare, but nes oath : to ſhew that wicked 
men may refraineſwearing, but not out of any feare 
of Gods Commandement. This is proper onely 
cothe godly :So Prow.15. 27. the godly are ſet our; 
not ſimply by their nor receiuing gifts, but by ha- 
ring of gifts; roſhew, thar here they recciue 
not with the hand, becauſe they hate them with 
cheir hearr. 


CHaP. VLIIL. 


Of the deceitfirlneſſe of the Temporaries obedience. 


\ ZE baue examined the two former grounds, 
V WS whereupon the Temporarybuildeth his o- 
{v7 pinion of himſclfe te bee the child of God. 
and diſcouered the deceigfulnes of chem both name- 
ly, his Faith and Repentence : Tt remaineth that we 
ſhould doe the like to his third ground; namely, his 
obedience, and diſinifle him, 
Obedience is twofold; 4Zive, in doingthat which 
=_ vets: Ri, in ſuffering that which 
od inflicterh, e temporary may. ſeeme to 
haue both theſe. es ep | 
1. For Attiue, the Temporariebelecuer may goe, 
farre, \ 
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true beleeuer can doe, but the Temporary ma 

doe it alſo, and that in outward appearance with 
as great ſpirit and zeale as the true belecuer;as in 
Tehu, who did not onely execute G o Ds iudge- 
ments vpon Ahab, and his houſe, and deſtroyed 
Baal, and bis Priefts, but did this (as others and 
himſelfe thought) with great zeale, and in the heate 
of godly indignation; ſo that to-the outward eye, 
little difference betweene the ſpirit of 7ehvin his re- 
formation, and of Toſfah in his. So Heredreueren- 
ced Tohr, and did many things in obedience to his 
dodarine.So likewiſe did Saul reverence Samwnel,ſhe- 
winggreat bumility in hiding himſelfe, when to bee 
King; andafter hee was King great zeale and cou- 
rage in reuenging the cauſe of thoſe of Tabeſh againſt 
Nahaſh, in fighting the battels ofthe Lord againſt 
che Philiftims, and in deftroying of Witches; 
mercy allo, and moderation, in ſparing and- 


Yetforallthis, his end was fearefull, God Zooke 4- 
way his mercy from him. And therefore the. obedi- 
encethar ſeemeth to bee inthis kinde of men, is de- 
ceirfull :elſe God would nor, as heetbreaeneth by 
the Prophet, b/of it out, who according to Nehemi- 
hs prayer, wipes not out any of the good ſeruices 
of his children. 

Thar this deceirfulnefle may the better appeare, 
let vs examine our Tewporaries obedience by the 
notes of true obedience, which are ſpecially three 
Siscerity, Vninerſality, and a ſethedConſtancie. 

I. Siacerity, when all baſe and by reſpe@s __ - 
FN . 1de 


farre. There is no outward good worke. which 2 
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ſide, only the conſcience of Gods commandement, 


are they that keepe his teſtimonies({airh theProphet;) 
bur becauſe there may be much guile in keeping,he 
addes, «ud ſeeke him wit h their whole heart. The true 
RS of the Teſtimonies is when we ſecke God, 
and not our ſelues,in keeping; when as eremy fayes, 
we be cireumeiſed to the Lord, that is, in refpect of 
Gods commandement, and not the Magiſtrates , as 
it is with too:too0 many. Hence that phrafe which is 

ſo frequent with che Propher, of ſeeking Gods c om- 
maudements, 1 am thine; ſauc mee : for Tſecke thypre- 
cepts, Which impliech thus much, that all rhar wee 


dience it ſelfe rothe preceprs: Bur Gods precepts 
may ſay to the Temporaries, yee ſeeke not vs, but 

your (clues: As Chriſt ſaid to ſome ofrhem, ze ſeeke 
| 27e becauſe of the lvanes. Some Prov.r. 28. are ſaid to 
ſeeke God, and yer of the ſame men it is ſaid in the 
next verſe, that they hated the knowledge of God: 
how can they be ſaid to ſeeke that which they hate? 
but that they ſought not God ſincerely, bur onely 


rrouble; and ſo indeed they ſought not God, 'but 
\themſelues : For all their obedience is either aniſh 


and the deſire of his glory that ſwaies with vs.Bl:fed" 


are toſeck in our obedience,and the preceptsthem- 
| ſelues, the thing ſpecially we are to ayme ar, is obe- | 


for their owne eaſe fake,ro be delinered out-of their | 


or mercenary; ſometimesit is the obedience of the | 


| 


L 


l 
#»” 


1 
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| corrupted with ſome wrie and wrong confideratt- | 
| 


; on or other. Somerimes the fegreof mas workes it, 

;as in Eſax's marrying no longer with the Canoanites,, 
| bur with the poſteritic of Tſewel. Moſes noteth the | 
| ground ) 


| bondſiane, Cometimes of the hireling, alwayes baſe, 


. 
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ground of it to haue beene the conſideration of his 


againe the feare of Gods indgement, as of the racke 
| of an accuſing conſcience,of rhe torments of hel]- 
fire,%c. this holderh vs ro ir. Bur heere that which 


| \the Apoſtle ſpeaketh concerning Magiſtrates lawes 
; chat wee ought ro bee ſubief, not onely for wrath 
] [namely of rhe Magiſtrate , and the puniſkment 
, | which that wrath may inflict,bur for conſcience ſake. 


{js true much more in Gods law, that wee ought, ro 
|performe obedience,nort ſo much for wrath, no not 
tor Gods owne wrath, and the puniſhment i will 
inflict, but though there were no hell, yea, though 
'there were no heauen, of very conſcience, be- 


Fathers diſtaſte of his Cavaa»#itifh wines.Somerimes | Senel.28 8 


cauſe 'the Lord God hath commanded vs. Other- 
| while againe the Temporarie obeyeth vpon /ope of! 
ſome good that hereby may accrue vato him , as 
profit, praiſe, and ſuch like. And here thar depra- 
uation of 'Sathan hath his rruth; Doth Tob ſerue God 
for-noughte Doth Saul loue God for nought> No. 
| {it is for a Kingdome. ' Doth 7ehr roote our Ahebs 
race for nought?no, it is to confirme himſelfe in the 
[Kingdome: Doth he deſtroy Baal for nought? no, 
itis for glory in the world, that he-may cracke, and 
call vp good Pradab to applaud him and his zeale; 
Come and ſee what zeale Thane for the Lord. Thou 


 deceiueſt thy (elfe Tehr,it is for thy ſelfe : Therefore "IR 


| God ſayes afterward by the Propherz I will niſit the 
bloudof Tezree! pon the houſe of thn. Though it were 
ſhed by Gods owne appointment, yet becauſe Jehy 
obeyed not Gods commandement, ſo muck as his 
owne ambition and pride in the ſhedding there- | 

of | 
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mult heare the word, and by faith apply vnto , and 


ofztherefore God will nor punith it as diſobedience 
nor reward it as obedience, So likewiſe, though 
Gop commanded rhe burnt offerings, the new 
Moones, &c. yer he asketh the Iewes, Who required 
theſe” things? becauſe it was not the conſcience of | 
Gods commandement that mooued them to per- 
forme theſe ſeruices. And againe, Hare zee faſted to 

mee? to Mee, (aith the Lord, becauſe it was nor any 
true regard of Gods word that cauſed them to faſt. 
Obedience inthe Word is compared to fruir, and 
che doing of good workes is called the bringing 
forth of frait., Now fruit comes of ſeed : Seed 
muſt firſt bee received of the ground, before it can 

yeeld vs any corne. This ſeed is the word, the com- 
mandement of God : Firſt wee mult receiue this 

ſeed before wee can bring forth any frair : firſt wee 


vrge vpon our ſelues the commandement, and then 
obey. Obedience without reſpec to Gods word, is 
but wild 0ates;it growes of it {elfe,there was no ſeed 
ſowne to bring forth this fruir,and therfore it is not 
good. And ſuch is the obedience ofthe temporarie; | 
nee heares notthe Word though it ſpeake to him; 
neither doth he do what he does asto the word:the 
word indeed requires of him that te does, bur he 
does it not as hearing himſelfe requeſted by the 
word, but rather by his owne corruption. If God 
had asked Tex concerning his deſtroying of Ahabs 
poſterity, Beals Prieſts and worſhip, who required | 
this at his hands, hee might truely haue anſwered, 
vaine-glory.ambirion,pride,policy. And here is the 
firſt dereGion of the Temporarzes obedience. 


2. Note | 
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| 4 2. Note oftrue obedience is »niverſalitie. And [2-Vniuerſolily 
_ . this neceſſarily ſpringeth from the former : forif o- | 


bedience be ſiacere, that is, it it be performed onely | 
zecauſe of Gods commandemenr, it muſt needs hee | 


cher: for there is the ſame diuine authority binding 
| the conſcience in one as in another. And therefore | 
truly it is (aid #het ſoewe? is done for Gods cauſe is dome D4icquid prop 
equally, becauſe the ſame God that commands one | te Dewm free. 
precept, commands alſo the other. Hence is thar CIS 4 
of Tames, he that breaketh one commandement is guil- | imperſe&i in 
tie of all;for the law is wholly copulatire: So that, ag | Math: bom.4.5. 
where many friends are linked together ina ſure 
bond of friendſhip, if you offend one of them, you 
offend all al the reſt will intereſt themſelues in their 
friends quarrell; ſois it with the commandements, | 
they are ſo knit and chained rogether, that when 


| 


one is violated, all the reſt are ready as it were to | 
take it's part, & toenter into Gods Court their acti- | 
on of treſpaſſe againſt vs. Hence it was, thar when | 
| ſome of the Iſraclites had broken the fourth Coms | 
{ mandement in going out to ſeeke Manna on the : 
' Sabboth, God challenged them for breaking of all | 


| commandements? And Ezechiel reckOning vp many | | 


them on him thatthad actually oftended in one only. 
It is a remarkeableplace , and therefore I will ſet | xzech.13.19, 
| downe the words at large. If he beget aSornethat & &@ | 11412413, 
Th: ife.or a ſhedder of blond . if he doe | any oxe of theſe | 
things]\though he do not all theſe things but either hath 


| his commandements, How /owg refuſe yee to keepe my | pyga.r6us. | 


abbominarions, faſtenerhthe impuration of all of | 


| eaten vpon the mountaines,or defiled his neighbors wife 
2 or 


—_ 
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ofztherefore God will not punit it as diſobedience 


| nor reward it as obedience, So likewiſe, though 


Gop commanded rhe burnt offerings, the new 
Moones, &c. yer he asketh the Iewes, Who required 
theſe” things? becauſe it was not the conſcience of 
Gods commandement that mooued them to per- 
forme theſe ſeruices. And againe, Hare zee faſted to 
mee? to Mee, (aith the Lord, becauſe it was nor any 
true regard of Gods word that cauſed them to faſt. 
Obedience in the Word is compared to fruir, and 
rhe doing of good workes is called the bringing 
forth of fruit. Now fruit comes of ſeed : Seed 
muſt firſt bee received of the ground, before it can 
yeeld vs any corne. This ſeed is the word, the com- 
mandement of God : Firſt wee muſt receiue this 
ſeed before wee can briog forth any frair : firſt wee 
mult heare the word, and by faith apply varo , and 
vrge vpon our ſelues the commandement, and then 
obey. Obedience withour reſpe&t to Gods word, is 
but wild Oates;it growes of it {e]fe,there was no {ced 
ſowne to bring forth this fruir,and-therfore it is nor 
good. And ſuch is the obedience ofthe Femporarie; 
nee heares notthe Word though it ſpeaketo him; 
neith er doth he do what he does as ro the word:rhe 
word indeed requires of him that te does, bur he 
does it not as hearing himlelfe requeſted by the 
word, but rather by his owne corruption. If God 
had asked Teh concerning his deſtroying of Ahbabs 
poſterity, Beals Prieſts and worſhip, who required | 
this at his hands, hee might truely haue anſwered, 
vaine-glory,ambirion,pride,policy. And here is the 


_ derteGion of the Temporarzes obedience. 


_ 


———— —_——— 
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2. Note oftrue obedience is »niverſalitie, And [2:Vniuerſalily 


| xixerſall, to one commandement as well asro ano- 


this neceſſarily ſpringeth from the former : forif o- 
bedience —_—_ chat is, if it be performed onely 
becauſe of Gods commandemenr, it muſt needs Hee 


ther: for there is the ſame diuine authority binding 


A ———— 


the conſcience in one as in another. And therefore 


equally, becauſe the ſame God that commands one 
precept, commands alſo the other. Hence is thar 
of Tames, he that breaketh one commandement is guil- 


truly it is ſaid, iVhet ſoew?? is done for Gods cauſe is done | ©1jcquid prop 


ter Deam fit &«| 
qualiter fit, 
Authry eperu 
imperſcftt in 


tie of all;for thelaw is wholly copulatire: So that, as 
where many friends are linked together ina ſure 
bond of friendſhip, if you offend one of them, you 


Math: bom.4.5- 


offend all al the reſt will intereſt themſelues in their 

friends quarrell; ſois it with the commandementrs, | 
they are ſo knit and chained rogether, that when ' 
one is violated, all the reſt are ready as it were to | 
take it's part, & toenter into Gods Courrtheir acti- | 
on of treſpaſſe againſt vs. Hence it was, that when | 
ſome of the Iſraclites had broken the fourth Come | 
| mandement in going our to ſeeke Manna on the | 
' Sabboth,, God challenged them for breaking of all | 


| commandements? And Ezechiel reckoning vp many | 
abbominarions, faſteneththe impuration of all of 
chem on him thathad aftually offended in one only. 

Itisa remarkeableplace , and therefore I will ſet 
| downe the words at large. If he beget aSorne that & a 
Theifr.or a ſhedder of bloud , if he doe | any ove of theſe 

thivgs though he do not all theſe things but either hath 


| his commandements, How /owg refuſe ee to keepe my 
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The deceit fulneſſe of Mans heart, & FI 


or oppreſſed the poore,&0.ſhall he line? He ſhall not ive. | 
Seeing be hath done | all theſe abeminations.] heeſhall | 
he the death, Here hee ſaich al; and yer beforc hee 
(aid ove onely.becauſe breake one,and breake all: keepe 
owe truely and heartily, ad keepe all, Whence ir is 
char ſome one good action hath bleſſednefle aſcri- 
bed co ir,as the making of peace, Matth. 5 . becauſe of 
this concatenation of the commandements, and the 
yertues therein commanded, that a man cannot 
| keepe one, bnr hee muſt keepe the reſt; hee cannot 
have one grace, but he muſt alſo haue another, For 
\rhere isa double both keeping and breaking of the 
'commandements. habitnall and aGnuall. Habituall. 
in the preparation.purpoſe,defireanddiſpoſit ion of the 
heart: A@&rall, in the outward deed . Now howlſo- 
cuer he that break s one, breakesnot all aFaly; yet 
breaking that one habitnally, hee breakes them all 
 habitzally;his heart ſtands alike affectedto breake 
'any of the reſt, and whenſocuer occaſion ſhall ſerue 
he will breake them. And howſocuer he that keepes 
one, keepes not all aFallz; nay, he that keepes moſt 
; breakes all aFzaly; yet hee thar keepes one com- 
| mandement havitnua7y, that is, in the pxrpoſe and #1- 
clination of hishearc, he keepes them allin the ſame 
manner, his heart ſtands honeſtly diſpoſedto the 
\keeping of rhe reſt;he may ſay with Danid, My heart 
3s prepared. Sothat it may be truely ſaid, the wicked 
' do breake euen thoſe commandements they keepe, 
\thatis, they breake in regard of the firnefſe and pre- 
 paration oftheir hearts,thoſe they keepe ſometimes 
| outwardly:And ſoin the ſame fort, the godly keepe 
thoſe commandements which, acrually,they breake. 


The 


[ wich diuers'ſinnes, and wich ſome one more then 


| breake, that it #5 holy and good. Now whenwee ſay 


| the ſeauenth Commandement, in his #neeſt-7x:4xs in | 
| che hebitwall breach of the eight, inhis ronetonfar/ſe. 


"© The develefulneſſenf Manelbeart, | 
The beft of :G 0D s. children are 'often uertaken | 


| 
4 | 


with another, and ſo faile more in the breach of 
ſome commandement then of another:yerftil they 
keepe rhat comtmandemenr in regard of the bew? 
and affection of their hearts, they cotiſent with Par} 
to the Lore, even in that commandement they moſt 


orue obedience is — and vwiperſall, the kee- 
pingof all the commandements, it'is to bee vader- 
ſtood.of this habitual obediefice, when with Darrd 
we Jooke fowerds.or haze refpeF ro'them al.Loe then 
the deceit of the Texporaries obedience. Thongh 
they doe many things, as Herod and 'Trdas;yer they; 
line in the habitual] breach of ſome one commande-| 
ment at leaſt, As Herod, inthe habitual breach of 


Their hearts were'ſet on thoſe ſins, and they dranke 
them as the Fiſh doth Water. They hated thoſe 
good commandements of the Lord , that forbad 
thoſe ſinnes; and conld have wiſhed withall their 
hearts there had beene noſuch Commandements: 
which ſhewed, that even m thoſe commandements 
they kept, as Herod in hearing Fobw, Tvdas Chriſt, 
their obedience was rotten and vnfound, and with- 
our all regard andement*:for the 
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hatedcheſcauenth commandement, So Iv4a5, ifhee | 
had truely hated other ſinnes, becaitſe they were | 
fanes, hee could nor then haue'loued, and fo lined 

in.conerouſneſſe, And: if Gods feare had made Iehu 
par downe. Baels worſhip, hee wonld not then haue 
{till rerained Jerahoawrcalues, the fame God forbide 
ding both. - Let rhe Fewparariethen marke himſclfe 
| well, and hee ſhall finde char in-ſome pointor other 
he hath.a diſþenſatorie-conſcience with Gods wor 
And. as rognesivader:;hedzes, wichour the  Magh 
ſtrate, fohee.cahmake licences to hinrelfe without 
Gods warragnt,: to continng in this or that fſinne. 
Wherzeby his prophage contempt of God is mani- 
fcſtly.bewsayed, and -his obadienct in other things 
conulaced-to be po obedience to.God, butto man, 
| or to himſelfe, or to that reſpect, wharlocuer it is, 
| chat drew itforth, | 

3 Note pf true obedience is ſetkedoonſtancy, when, 

as the Scriptnxe ſpeaketh, we wa/ke-inthe.comman- 
dements of theLord,and exerciſe ourſelues therein; 
as the wicked are faid.to be exerciſed in conetouſneſſe 
in that they. conftantly. follow it; as the: Artificer 
| doth his trade ; But jndeede the-tempoy ory doth not 
' walke in thoſe -wayes,as doth rthe-honeſt tra uailer 
in the. broad high-way, but onely like to the thiefe 
[comes frisking and crofling oper them. His obed;- 
\eace is like the true Chriſtians d3ſobedience, which is 
[nor ſerled and.rooted, but onely for a fiete. The! 


good Chriſtian quickly remembers himſelfe,. and 

returnes to his courſe of Gadlineſſe,, when throngh. 

[diftemper hee hath begun to ſtray : and ſo-the Zea 

as a as quickly returnes to his,iatermir 
| c 
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red wickednefſe,, when ſometimes hee chances to 
ble vpon denotion. His obedience is a moody and 
paſſeonate obedience; ſoone forgor. It is like toSawls 
aftetion to Daxid, when the cuill ſpirir comes vpon 
him, then thae religion which before he ſeemed to 
make fomnch of, ſhall be cunne thorough with the- 
ſpeare of groſſe and wilfull diſobedience. Hee dorh; 
nor, neither can hee, c/:ane to the Lord with full pur- 
poſe of heart; as the true beleeuer. 
x And ſo-much for his a&ixe obedience. Now for 
pajſm: in ſuffering, Wee would thinke ir' ſtrange, ib 
the 7emporariebeleeuer might goſo farre asto ſuffer 
for the rruch : Buriris a plaine caſe he may, Did nor 
Peter ſpeake in the name of all his fellowes, and fo 
.of Twdas, when hee ſaid, Maſter wee bave forſaken all 
and followed thee? Did not Ids leaue his calling in 
the world, wharſocuerit was,and did he not negle& 
all other meanes and poflibilities of his linely-heod 
and cleane onely to Chriſt for three yeers ſpace,be- 
ing partaker with him in his ſufferings? Sod1d De- 
8s and Mexander with Pant; and yetboth after- 
ward became fearefull Apoſtates, infomuch as A/ex- 
4#4er ( of being perſecuted) turned a perſecutor, 
and that of him,-who before-had turned of aperſe- 
cating Iew, a perſecuted Chriſtian; for S. Puxt wri- 
terh of him, that byputting away a good conſcience,he 


y 


As 11.13, 


z-Paſſiue, 
ſhewcd to be 
inthem, 


Matth:19.27. | 


1-Tim.1,rg 20 


had ſhipwracked the faith, thathe had done hiv much 
enill.chat he withſtood his preaching ſore,chat he blaf- 
phemed the ?rxth;and yer we ſhall findein the A&#s, 
tharinPazls cauſe he wasvery neer vato martyrdom 
when hee was violently dragged forth, and caſt as a 
prey to the:teethof thoſe raging Epheſians. Nicholas | 


Nam gui mar- 


2.Tim.q4.14.15 | 
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the Deaco#ioyned himfelfe rotheperſecuredChurch 
and yer afterward became aring-lcader & the head|| 
of a-horrible wickedneffe:for of him were thofe Ni- 
cholaitans,$, 1ohn ſpeakerh of, ſo called. The like we 
may fee in 4#4a#1as5 and S2pbira,.that were contenr | 
to fell their whole eſtare to gine halfe of icto the 
Church, & yer bur hypocrites: yea, Auſtevrhinketh, 
as we ſhewed before, that hypocrites may ſuffer mor- 
Z3rdome.It it be obicted,rhatChriſt ſayes, theſe #emm- 
poraries are offendede> gabacke when perſecution com- 
meth becanſe ofthe word, & therefore that rhey can- 
not goe thus far as wee ſay? I anſwer, that is to bee | 
vaderſtood of one kind of the Temporaries, namely, 
thoſe rhat are nored out by the ftovy ground; and | 
nor ofthe ſecond ſort of Texxporaries, whichare re. 
reſented to vs by the #horey. ground; forthe very 
P - . gf . 
riſe our Sauior vſerh inthar Parable muft needs im- 
ply thar as the ſfozy gronnd went beyondrhe high- | 


way, ſothe thorny. goes beyond the ſfovy;. which 
cannot bee otherwiſe then in rhis, that the thormy 


grounds fruitcan well enduretheheat of the ſunne, 
and is not periſhed that way, as was the ſtony 
grounds, but onely by her 9wne thornes: Of this 
ſort of Temporaries was /udas,Alixander. andthe reft 
aboue named, in whom the good ſeede was onver= 
rhrowne,not by the perchivg ſuxze of perſecution; 
which in ſome meaſure they endured, but by the 
choaking thornes of Couctouſnes, Ambition, & ſuch | 
like corrupt affetions. The Temperorie belecuer | 
then may proceede thus farre, to ſuffer; bur yet as 
Pax/telleth the Galathians, iz 2azec,becauſc he ſuf 
mas nor ſincerely, and with a good minde: a | 

ee 
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i The deceit falerſſe of Mens heart. 
| hethar ſuffereth arighe,muſt uffer indeniall of him- 
ſelfe, ani}; his owne carvallaffecions; according to; 
our Saviours directions, ginentt roaltſuch,whom hee! 
calleth to be his Diſciples : 1f ans as, fairhhee.mil 
| bes ouy Diſciple, he muſt deny himſclfe,and take wp the! 
cxof/e. It is not enough ſumply rotakevp the crofſe, 
bur firſt hee muſt deny hinnſelfe, andfo rake vp the 
crofſe, But the Temporarieſeekes himſelfe in raking 
vp the crofle : They are his owne prond.,: ambiri- 
0us, vaine-glorious, couctousaffeations.thar'moke: 


him ſtoope to take vp the croſfle... The fruir df uhe.| 


thorny ground is able indeede td beare the heate'of 
the Sunne, andis nor confumed therewith; asths 
ſtony grounds : but whar's thereafon? becauſe the 
thornes couering it doe fence off the Sunnec: And 
what's the' reaſon our thorny Temporenie is fo ready 
ſometime to runne himſelfeinto the briers of perſe- 
cution, bur that the rhorne of fome wicked laft or 
otherisa ſfnrre- in his ſide? Marke the beftofrhe 


for all the rhornes of perſecution. wherewirh rhe 
aduerſaries pricke them, they ſtill continue prick- 
ing their owne ſoutes with/ the chomesof coue- 
toulneſſe, pride, and-vaine-glory.: Theſe thoroes 
pricke them forward to the ſuffering of the other 
thornes;as in Indas, hee looked one day for a good 
day, hee hoped to kane ne meane place in Chriſts 
 remporall kingdome;, and withall in prefenthee felt 
the { weet of carrying the bagge. Hee carryed the 
croſſe on his backe, that he might carry the begge in 
his haw#ds.Thedelightand comfort he rooke in lick- 
| ing his fogers after the geeriprof the almes, m_— 

im 


Terporaries incheis ger ra fee, that | 
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him 6 TE lirclepaine ofhis back. The- 
bay in the-hand was a ftaffeand prop ro-vphol@ his 
backer from finkingvnderthe burthen of the Croffe.} 
The ſweetneſſe, not<of Geds lowe ſhedinto his heart, 
bur of wer: love ſhed.into his hands, was that which 


the-coole winde,nor of Godr, but of wen prailes, is 
chat which refreſherh them in rhe ſcorching of this 
Sunne, ahd maketh rhem with ſome:comfort beare 
the heabofithe day: Thoughn1 giue my body to be burned, 
ating that men may burretheir bodies, as hee burnr 
Dzanees Temple, of ſelfe-lone, of loue of glory and 
fame in the wordz:and not of any true loue to' 
G10. Dor his Church. - Let vs notthen pleaſe our 
| ſelues ouer«much; if wee have ſuffered fomerhing 
forthe rruth, becauſe cuen in ſuffering the heart is 
deceirfull;' but ſearch wee our owne hearts, andſee 
whether; as the edverſarieperſecures the wew 9199 
in-vs,1o wee thence: rake .occaſion to perſecurethe 
old mar in our (clues: whether we turne the ſword, 
thruſt at vs to. kill che life of Grace, tothe-opening 
of.our impoſtumes :- whether, as ir were by: one 
rayle drivingiout another, ' wee vſe the #ho7nes of 
perſecution, as meanes and medicines agalaft rhe 
thornes of conetorſneſſe and worldlinefſe. Iris an ill 
ſigne, when we canbeare the worlds yoke inper ſecu- 


| #z0p,andyer at rhe ſame time, notetiqure Gods yoke 
{in mortification. Againe, examine wee the ground 


and endofourſuffering, whether wee cantruly ſay 
with Paxland the Pſal/miſt,T he lowe of Chriſt conſtr as« 


alayed the ſowrenes ofthe croffe. So withothers | 


| 


2.T 11.3-10. | 


weth ; For thy juks wee are filled and ſuffer all things 


ay 7 
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worke. And, whichi is noe all-oat ſobad , haply 
athers may bee forced by the feare of Gods iudge- 
ments threatned againſt them rhat deny the truth: 
Butthen, as God ſaid once to the _ _ mat- 
ter offaftizo hank ytefafted to meer (ohetealic may 
hee ſay a9. in hs =_ of ſuffering, have ye ſuſſe- 
red for me? And when we ſhall begin torell Chriff of 
ſuch kindeof-ſifferings, andro-fayiwith Peter; wee 
hane tsft all andifolowed thee; tee may iwirus with 
the ſame anſwer wherewirhallbeethen pinched De- 
dx, whom Petey included in the generality of his 
ſpeech, Whoſoentr ſboll forſghp hanſes; lands,ooc. for 
my nawes'ſake ſhall receive av hiunandd fold." But :I- 
das,andſo all other temporary beleeuers, wharſocuer 
they: baue ſuffered: for Chrift,it hath not been: for 
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| rode veretr then indedd wee anc; Whenaanr [37 the is 


| | CHAP. x1. 
| Of the deceit of the heart in indging our ſelues bet- 


ter-then we are. 


I, 


D-of the ſecond decrs# ofthe heartin iud- 
ging ofourperſops, fo much: The third fol- 
loweth.Andthar,when we iudge ourſelves 

| 


thought a great deale, ous Hite of grace a\Tolent,our 
Mate a Beame,our Moltbill 2 Monyt eive,our ſmooking 
flaxe rhe & me of (ome mighty bon» 
frre;ourl | 
this deceir.the Apol 


es wiſer thenindeed they were, he thus writeth, 


'|rhat herein gs: 
| ceired of enr{e nes, thentheret cauſe. Herein our. 
| deceirful haregarelikerothoſtkindiot glafſes which! 


'|they are. Thusthe — reachers Jooking vpon 
Ec 


|prehenſion of the Apoſtle, #e dere not compare on: 
— them andagane, yee arefull.yeralgne,ehc. 
IT 


ſcetletobemife kt; rr #fook ee. Shewing 
; when we are bettes cons! 


repreſent things niany!degoers greater then indeed 


themſelues in this falſe glaſſe, magnified themſelues 
aboue S. Faxl himſelfe, whence was that modeſt re-' 


his was the deceirof him thar ſaid, ol theſe hane 3 
kept from my youth, and till it is to be found in too 


now the Papiſts, but euen inthe beſt of vs all, wh 


blaz.ing fi 
Trout: ſpeak, when rvngthe 
when rexing the 
ythey thought them- 


| too many : not onely ſuch as the old Perfediſts, ig 


throug [ 
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through ſelfe-loue, are no leſſe affeted to our owne | 
graces, then parents to their owne children, whom 

they vie to account the faireſt of all others. Hence 

ariſe thoſe high thoughts, and ſtrong conceits of our | 
own excellency and ſufficiency,cuen forthe weigh- | 
tieſt matters. Jaes and Toh no doubt had receiued | 
ſome meaſure of Grace, and ſpirituall ftrengchz bur | 
yet their own deceitfull hearts made them to ouer- | 
prize it, and boldly to rell Chriſt asking them, Are ' 11 þ, 26.22, 
yee able to drinke of my cup,andio be baptized with my 
baptiſmeeTes.zre are able, Alas poore men, that could | 
ſcarce endurs to ice Chriſt himſelfe drinke thar cup, 
and therefore fled away when the cup was but com- 
ming towards them,how ſhould you be ablethen to 
drinke of it your ſelues? Thus Peters heart decejued 
[him in Jike manner, when being but a orice a freſh- 
'rwater-ſorldier, he thought him(elfe able ro encoun- 
.rerthoſe enemies that might iuſtly have danted the 
old trained and beſt exerciſedand experienced foul- | 
diers. Chriſt knowing the meaſure of his ſtrength 
better then himſelfe,rold him,Yhither Tgo,now theu 
canſt not follow mee, hereafter thou ſhalt : But Peters 
deceirfull hearr, thinking itſelfe roo much diſabled, 
janſwered, Whycapnot I follow thee now 2 80, true is 
char, cuen in ſpirituall riches, which Saloon ſpea- 
keth of the earthly, There are foore which make | Provaz 7% 
themſ: Ines rich. Therfore excellently De7d,notjg- 
{norant of this deceir,afrer he had proteited concer- 
ning the ſoundneſſe ard zeale of his hatred of Gods 
wicked enemies, Doe I not hate them that hatethees | Pagans. 
Tee, I hate them with aperfet hatred, addeth ( as 
ſomerhing miſtruſting his owne heart ) Ty mee : | 
Go4' 
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Ged.proxe mee, namely, whether I deceive not my 


| | ſelfe in thinking I have more zeale, then indeed I 


| hane : of the two deceits, it is the better and fafer to 
| vnder-value our ſclues; and with him thar ſaid, I 2m 
08 a man,l hane not the vnderſianding of a man in m2, 
ro think our ſelues rather worſe then any whit bet- 
| ter then In truth we be. 


| 
} 
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CHAP, X. 
The ſe of the firſt head of the hearts deceit fulneſſe,or 


| 

| an earneſt exhortation to try our ſelues, whether 
| we hane oner-takes the Temporary. 
| 


Y Wer Itherto of the deceicfulneſſe of the heart in 
[ie El iadging of our perſons : It remaineth to 
PI> fpeake of the deceitfulneſſe in iudging of 
our «3075s: bur firſt we muſt conſider what vie wee 
are — 19 of - former, R R 
he ſpeciall vſe is rhat of the Apoſtle, Tzy your 
DR ſelues, ——_ your ſelues whether wg in the Faith 
| or y0 : our hearts would make vs belecue wee were 


#1 k. 
wl 
av 
”” ! 


thus and thus; but the Scripture hath diſcouered 
our hearts vato vs for noble impoſters and decei- 
luers. Now, who is there that would eaſily be- | 
leeuea knowne deceiner?Nay.as it fareth withſuch 
that ofren deceiue by ſpeaking falſely, that they 
cannot bee credited of vs, whenthey ſpeake rrue]Jy; 
[the like ſuſpition andieatouſic ſhould we haue thele 
\{falſehearts in, even then when they giue in righr/ 
r:Coriay, Jindgement, I krow nothing by my ſelfe, ſaith Parl,, 

mine! 
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mine owne heart doth not condemne mee. and 
yet dare nor be ouer-bold in bearing out my ſelfe! 
| ypon this indgement : this ſentence of mine owne 
| heart will not iuſtihe mee, much deceit may be hid- 
| den thercin. God, that is farre greater then our 
hearts, ſees that in them which theyſee nor them- 
ſelues : Good reaſon haft thou then, my brother, to 
miſtruſt the indgement of thine owne heart,concer- 
| ning-thy ſelfe, and thoſe ſo peremptory [ſentences 
| which ir cauſeth thy mourh to vtter, thar if there 
were but one man to bee ſaued, thou art the man. 
O how many ſleepers are there, that dreame this 
dreame of a ſtrong aſſurance of their ſalnation, that 
both line and dye 1n this dreame, and ſo goe downe 
| merrily into hell ! where their pains ſhal be greater, 
| by how much their expeCation of them , throu 
the deceirtfulnes oftkewhearrs,was the lefſe. Is it nor 
paine enough to be in hell, bur they muſtneeds in- 
creaſe the paine 'by this wicked .and wilfull ſe/fe- 
deceining? Hane wee then our eares in our heads, 
and marke wee well thevoyce of thefe our hearts, 
when they ſuggeſt ſecretly vato vsthou arrin good 
caſe, the childe of God, the beloned of God. Con- 
ſider we whetherourown hearrs may not flatter vs, 
| whether the Dinel may not dejud vs.Reſt we not in 
| our own hearts voyce, neither accept we the deceit- 
| fall applauſe thereof;bucas once Zoſbxh, ſeeing the 
Angell examined him. Art thou 0% our ftae,or on 
| owr aderſaries? (0 doe we,hearing theſe words, try 
them whence they are:for the Egre.ſairh F/3hs, try- 


eth words: as the outward words of other mens | 
mourhs,ſothe inward words of our own hearts. 0 ay | 


| Ren | 
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then to theſe words, to this ſecret cry, whence art 
chou? Commeſt thou from Gods fpirit, or from 
Sathan 2 As wee muſt zrye the ſpirits, in the our- 


ward words deliuered by men, {oalſoin the ſecret 
rhoughrs of our hearr, ſpecially theſe concerning our 
owne eſtate ro God-ward, whether they bee the 
voyce of Gods {pirir, or the euill ſpirit of errour 
& illuſion. It was vile for thoſe clawing flatterers to 
ſay vnto a man, The voice of God; much more for vs 
to ſay ſo to the divelhimſelfe. And what do we elſe. 
when we apprehend and applaud his mocking illufj- 
ons,and lying ſuggeſtions, as the Oracl-s of God , and 
roe away with them, asif God from heauen , had 
rold vs we were his, Try we then theſe ſounds,before 
wee truſt them, and carefully examine the grounds 
which thy heart can ſhow to make good her ſo con- 
fident aſſurance. Here eſpecially remember thoſe 
fearefu]l deceits of the Temporary, how like a true 
beleeuerhee is, and yet none; how neere he comes 
to heauens doore, and yetenters not, how far he tra- 
nels in the way of Cana,cucn with thoſe 1/7 aelites, 
to Kadiſhbarnes, within eleuen dayes journey of the 
land.,and yet neuer ſees it, never enioyes it, but is as 
farre off, as if hee had ſitten ſtill in Egypt, and ne- 
; uer ſtirred foot out of doore. Conſider ſeriouſly with 
thy (elfe how farre Pharaoh, Sanl, lJehu, Ahab, Indas 
andorhers haue gone in humiliation, ſorrow, de- 
| ire,zeale, reformation, and yer for all this haue gone 
totheir owne place. Deale now vnpartially with 

thy (elfe, and tellme whether thou doſt not come 

ſhort of any of theſe, who neuer yet hadft the 

heart , vpon the threatning of the word, to relent 
| and 


and humble thy ſelfe with Ahab,to confeſle thy fins 
and defire the prayers of Gods children,with Phere- 


practiſe many things with Herod, to bee zealous a- 
gainſt ſta with :þ, to loſe ſome part of thy goods 
with Az4834s, to forſake the world, & all thy hopes | 
there,and to follow poore Chrift with Tndas, Demas 
and others, much lefſe ro venterthy life with A/ex- 
2nder the copper-ſmith in cleauing to the trath?may 
ſuch as theſe bee wicked reprobates,& yet wilt thou 
pleaſe thy ſelfe in afalſe conceit ofthine owne hap- 
pineſſe, who commeſt far furrher behind them then} 
they do behind true Chriſtians? For vato one ofthis 
ranke, our Saujour ſaith, Thox art n0t farre from the 
Kingdom of heauen:but to thee it cannot bee ſaid that 
chou art not far from Teh, 1udas, Sant, Nicolas, Alex- 
ander.,and other ſuch like texxporaries,for they,ſome 
| of them eſpecially, had many notable graces, ſo thar 
| Njabolas was choſen Deacon by theChurch,for thar 
ceeuerendreſpeft they had of his gifts - Z#das was an 
Apoſtle, and could both pray and preach with great 
| zeale; generally the common ſort of them may bee 
' tawardly affected in prayer.,conference, hearing the, 


oh, to be affected with joy in hearing the word, and 


, word, feele many good motions, taſte ofthe pow-; 
,ers of the life to come,feele ſome _ in the pro- | 
| miſes, tremble ar the threatnings, reforme all out- 

ward corruptions of life, as, we haue already ſhewed. 
And thou that makeſt thy ſelfe ſo ſure of heauen arr 
haply adeſpiſer of the word and prayer , a ſenſe» 

| leſſe blocke, that neuer feeleſt the leaſt glimpſe ofa- | 
; Ny ſpirituall, motion, a muddy worldling, that canſtþ 


not:raife vp thy ſpirit our of the mucke of the earth, | 
T K 


into 
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intothe heauens, to conceiue any one pure or refi- 
ned'thonghe. Why then haft noe thouthe wit thus 
to thioke with thy ſelfe? What? thoſe thar are Saints 
and Angels inregard of mee, are they yet deceiued 
i judging themſ{cluesto be in ſtate of ſaJuation?how 

roſſe then is. my errour, in being thus conceired of 
my (elfe? If ome thar hane iournicd in the wilder- 
neſſe ro Kadeſhberrea.ſhall yet neuer eazer into Gods 
reſt, ſhall choſe that never left Egypt? Is the ſtony | 
ground reprobate ground? and can the bigh-may. p 
ground be good? +2 | ; 
> As longthen as thou arr caſt behindthe #emzpo- 7 
rarie, thou art miſerably deceiued, if thou thinkeft 
well of thy ſelfe : So alſo art thou,thovgh thou haft 
attained vnto him,vnleſſe withalt rhououtſtrip bim, 
attaining rothat which no Temporurie, as long as a 
Temporarie, ecirher is or can bee. O thou wik ſay 
what's that? A»ſ. I hae already ſhewed it in the de- 
rection of the particular deccirs of the Temporerie, 
yet thus much maybe added. The chiefe difference: 
Wherein the | Our Saniour in the Parable ' makerh. betwixr the 
trucChriſtian | beſt ofthe other grounds, and the good.isrhis; thar | 
goes bey20" | thoſe onely fignified by the good ground, had good 
Luke 8.15 | and honeſt hearts : for the ſtony and rhorny hearts 
brought forth fruit, but they wanted the ſame good | 
and hoxeft hearts, and in ſtead thereof, had cither a 
j ftony, or thorny : ſee then.-whar ir is whercin rhe 
rrue Chriſtianexcellerh the Texwporarie,namely, the 
{2004 and the honeſt heart. The honefty of the hearr is | 
robee referred to the intents it hach in the doing of 
particular aftions : ſo thar is an honeſt heart which 
aymesat the right in that ſhe doth: the gpodneſle - l 
| Me 
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ctherheare isto bee referred to the inward renewed. 
good qualiries. So that a good heart isa heart which 
by regeneration is changed, cleanſedand purged of 
the former naughrineſſe, and ſo indued with ano- 
ther kinde of nature and diſpoſition, whereby ir ha- 
terh all nne, and loueth, ſauoureth, and affefterh 
things ſpiriruall-Here then is that we muſt narrowly 
examine our ſelues by, if we will not be deceiued by 
our owne hearts, in iudging our felues to be Gods 
childven,when we are nor. If ey man (faith Pax) be 
tw Chriſt, | hee muſt become a new creature. 'Hee muſt 
'hane that ſame cleay heart of the Prophet createdin 
bim, and that ſame right ſpirit renewedinhim. He 
muſt be renewedin the very ſpirit of his mind;in the 
moſt inward and ſabrile parts ofthe ſoule, asit were 
the quivteſſence of ir. Andthis haply may alſo bee 
che meaning of the Apoſtle. praying forthe The//#- 
lonians, that they might bee funZifed throughout is 
their ſoutes bodies, and ſpirits :by ' ſpirit vnderſtan- 
ing the ſame thing char in the other place to the Rs- 
mares, the beſt and choiſeſt of both the parts, both 
ſonle and body. Hereis the maine defect of the tem- | 
orary. Though he may ſecmeto bee renewed in 
bis mind,yet not in the ſpirit-of his minde: to be ſan- 
-| tified in ſoule and body, 'yet not in the fpirizt and 


other, which cloſly harbored & nouriſhed there. 
Like as the thornes haneasit were the beſt {pirits-of 


ainteſſence of both. He reſerues that for ſome ſin-or |. 


the ground, and doe drinke vp the very creame and 
fower therof,fo that the fruit coms to nothing,being 
robbed of it nouriſhmet by the thorns. Not bur that! 
there may beand are many ſecret corruprions inthe! 
K 2 truely 
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cruely regenerate : for euenthe good gronnd ma) | 

haue thornes : bur yet theſe corrfiptions incriach 
not vpon the ſpirit of the ſoule; thar's reſerued for j; 
the graceand ſpirir of God; theſe rhornes get nor 
che far ofthe ſoyle,the good corne feeds on that,the | 
thornes do not grow vp together with,and ſo aſcend} 
and climbe vp aboue, and ouer-top the good fruit; 
nay , the good man playes the good hnsband, and is 
euer and anon cutting vp thoſe thornes,therafter as 
he feels them: Therefore it is ſaid excellently of rhe 
good -ground, that it bringeth forth fruit excreaſing 
and eſcending; which ſeemes to bee ſpoken in oppo- 
fition to the thorny ground,of which it was ſaid, that 
the thornes grew yp and aſcended, namely, aboue 
the corne. - Bur inthe good ground, though there 
may bee thornes, yer the corne aſcendsaboue rhe 
thornes, grace is ſuperiour to corruprion, and keeps 
it vader, if. 8c; S. 1 
. Lee ys not then deceiue:qur ſelues with the tem- 
porary, for thar-wee have ſome feelings, ſome moti- 
ons, ſome. good affections of ivy, feare, ſorrow, or 
ſuch like,ifthere be burany onethorn;cicher of co- 
uetoulneſle, as in T#das, Dermas, Simon: Magus; or of | 
vaine-glory and ambition, as in'Zehr, 4grippe, of of 
any other naughty affcCion, it is enough to choake 
all grace, and ſtarue all goodnefſe; ſo that, as ourSa- 
 viour ſpeaketh, we muſt needs become 2»frnit ful. 
{ The diuell can bee content co ler vs pray, preach, 
 heare,anddoeall theſe things with ſome feeling and 
 affetion, and hereupon to iudge our ſelues ro bee 
;true Chriſtians,as long as his intereſt in our hearrs 
PHE long as be may haue ſure hold of vs, by 
any 
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any one raigning fin ; For righewelthe-doth know 
 whatfoguer. goodwe-conceine-ofour feluey; we do 
bur deceiue our ſelues; we are ftill, as itisfaid of $7+ 
| mon Magss,in the gall of bitterneſſe, andin the bond of | 1a. 8, 


#niquitie. Ir ftands vs in hand therfore throughly to : 
gage theſe deepe hearrs,cuentothe botrome, and to. EI 


cry with Dauid, Try mee, O'Lord, prove mee, whether |Pſal119.13; 
there bee any way ofwickedueſſe in mee. If there bee a 
rhorne in thy foote, thou canſt goe bur haltingly: if 
any inordinate :luft or deſire beeingrafted-into- chy | | 
effcctions,though with Agrippe thou maiſt be much, 
moued with the preaching of the word, yer with 
him, thou art bur an halfe and halting Chriftian.. 
Dorh the loue of worldly honour, pomp, prayfe, and 
profit preuaile in thee? then know (thou'ſpirituall a» 
dulterer. or adutterefſe ) that #he lone of the world is | lames 4.4; 
enmity with God, and:that in whors the lone of this | 1.Iohn a, 
world .in him dwelleth nat the lone of the Father.Ne- 
uer then bleſſe thy ſoule in anyof thy good deſires, 
or affeftions. How canſt thou beleexe when thow ſeeheſt 
glory of man and not of God?ſaith eur Sanionr : never 
tell methat thou burneſtin holy feelings,as long as | 
thou burneſtno otherwiſe then the buſh, which bur- | 
ned, but conſumed not : as long as the inward cor- | l 
ruption of thy heart remaines vawaſted, for al theſe | 
burnizgs, thou mayeſt bxrne in hell for ever. Reſt 
not then inthy deceiuable feelings and flaſhings of ; 
ioy. Though theſe thy feelings,defires, and motions tf 
be good,and come notalwaies fromSathavicel illu- > : ; 
ſion, bur otherwhile from the ſpirit of God, as the] KE 
Scripture plainely teacheth, yet they are not ſuffici- = 
ent. Ir is well indeede that. thou art comefurther | Heb.6.g, | 
| K 3 then 
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rhen the common fort of the world, who know nor | 
whartheſeſetlings meane, thet being the ftonie;or 
thorny ground, thou art neerer to the nature of the 
good ground, rhenthe high-way ground, but whar? | 
bookul ethowart come thus far in the way, wilt thou 
goe no furcrher?toeſt hou therefore thinke thy ſclfe 
well _— no, as our Sawioyr aid to the yong 
man,ſo fay Fro thee; One thing is yet wanting : this 
ſame:good and mortified heart. There lyes in thee 
ſome leauen ofhypoctifie.ttiat muſt needs bepurged' 
| ar:fome roorof bitrernes.that muſt needs be wee- 
ded vp;fome thornes of couetoufnefle, pride, vaines- | 
glory,that muſt needs bee cut downe. Loe,my bro- 
ther, thou artcome our of - Egyp?, thou haſt gone a 
ear way inthe;wildernefſe, rhou art not now far 
from Canes, thou art © come cuen tothe very next 
borders;rwo or three ſtrides more would ſet thee 
in rhe landiit ſelfe: Wilt thounow fooliſhly mocke 
thy ſelfe ro thinke chy felfe in Canger, becauſe thou 
art on mount Nebo, within fight of ie, and fo goe no 
furcher? Wilr thou thus loſe all thy other labour 
and tranaile? haft thou done ſo many things, ſuffered | 
ſo my things i vaine? haſt thou therefore prayed, 
preached, heard, read, conferred, faſted, and ſuffe- 
;red the taunts of the wicked all this while for no o+» 
| cher end but to goeto hell rogether with them? Oh 
rake a litwle paiaes more g rhou haſt many goodly 
| graces, andthey make thee to ſhine as a ly and | 
beautiful] Temple ofrhe Holy Ghoſt; Onely one | 
rhing is wanting;there is ſome exrourin thefounda- 
tion. I donbr mee, it is ſandy,thou muſt needs digge | 
alitcle deeper- get a lietle more humilicie of _ | 
an 
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and cruth, and purity of heart, or elſe when a ftorme | 

comes, all thy other labour abour the building will 
bee loſt. Iam the more earneſt in this exhorration, | 
| becauſe of thoſe fearefull ſhipwrackes which many , 
ſhips, richly laden with many precious jewels of | 
tGrace,haue ſuffered in all ages, vpon this rocke of 
{anemlandvarcnewed heart. O thentake heede of 
ir, as the very bane and poyſon of all grace, and fo 
the onely cauſe of thoſe many deceits of the tem- 
| Poraric beleeuers. Enter therefore into thoſe darke 
'cloſers of thy heart, rake the /ight of tbe Wordin the 

one hand, and the ſword of the ſpirit inthe other: 

and whoſoeuer Agagite or Amalckitethat light ſhall | 
diſcouer, kill, pare none With Sax}, make hauocke | | 
[ofall an vaioerfall detruttion;ſauebur one, & thou | | 
]deſtroyeſt thy ſctfe 2 Wharſoeuer beethe ourward: 
fAouriſhing ſhowes of thy graces, if ſome ſinlie co- 
uered vnder them at the core,ir will poyſon and rot | | 
them, Oh how much berrer rohaue grace lye in the ' 
| heart, couered wvnder many corruptions, as it doth 
often in the regenerate? /or,when corruprion lies at | 
the heart,couered vader many outward graces,then | 
it cates vp and denoures the nouriſhment which 
grace ſhould receine from the hearr,andſo our gra- RY 
ces become /eane ſtarne/ings,and mtime thethornes | 
char at firſt lay hid, ſprout forth, andouer-grow the 6 
corne, and ſo vnhappily daſhthoſe hopefull begin- | 
'nings, which ſeemed co promile a very large and | 
ample harueſt. Contrarily, though-a man haue ma-} | 
ry corruptions, and yer truth of grace lye ſecretly | þ 
inthe heart, ir will by lirtle and little cate our all | 

thoſe corruptions, Wee ſce then what it is we muſt | 
| K 4 ſpecially! 


IE 
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The decettfulneſſe of Mens heart, 
{ (pecially labourfer.if wee would be freed from thar 
c*it of heacr, wherewith the Termporaryisbegui. 
led; wirth-whom the Diuell playerh, as che Cat doth 
wih-the Mouſes He lets them in ſome ſort goe our 
of his hands, in thar he giveth them leaue ro do ma- 
ny things, and doth not hinder them in their ioy, 
and alaccitie of ſpirit, orfernencie of zealegin which 
regard bee is {aid to bee caft out inthe Goſpell; but 
yet as the Cat will have the Mouſe till within her 
reach, that if ſhe offer to run away ſhe may preſenr+ 
ly apptchend her;euen ſo doth the Diuel here:be is 


- [ſure rohaue thee wichin the reach of his paw,as long 

as thy hearr within is polluted with the loue of any | 
one ſinne:ſee then ifthou canft deceiue this roaring | 
Lyon, thus > thee (as ſomerimes we: ſee | 


the poore e with rhe Cat) wholly eſcap- 
ing from him, by thruſting our thar one ſinne, that 


rhereof entertaining the word and ſpirit of God- 
Till thou doſt this, thou art but in a damnable caſe; 


with Daxid refrainefrom exeryenill way,before thou 
can bee the true child of God, a true keeper of his 
word. Ihent refrained my feet ( that is, my affeFions) 
frow enery enill. may, thatis, from the lone and de- 
light thereof,#h82 I might keepe thy word: And Iames 
rels rhee, that onely that one finne of an vngouerned 


religion, what cuer be thy profeſſion, 


: #19 CH.AP. 


— 


ſtill poſſeſlech and: defilecth thy heart, andin ſtead| 


whatſoeuer thy flatteringhearrtels thee: Thou muſt || 


rongue, is: ſufhcient to. diſcouer the falſenefle of thy 


DI IP". 
2/25 4109 


CHAP.1 XII. 
of the deceit of the heart, in giuing direFions for 
onr AGions. | 


> 
EY Auing thos ſpoken of the firſt part of the 

T1 deceitfulneſſe of mans hearr in judging, 
SIS namely, in iudging of perſons; now wee 
come to the ſecond in iudging of aFzoes.. Andrhis 
is two-fold; in fore-iudging, in after-indging. The 
iudgement of adxice., and dire#ion tor the doing; 
and the indgemenr of cenſure , and ſometimes cor- 
reFion after the doing of the ations. | 
The deceits of the former kind are almoſtinfinite. 
The booke would ſwell roo much, and I ſhould bur 
weary iny ſelfe and the Reader,largely to proſecute 
thein all : Onely I will point at ſome ofthe chiefet 
heads. Theſe deceits thereforefor d4ireF7on;are ci- 
cher inregard of the r#/es for the gouernment of: 
our 4Fiops, or of the aions themſelues. 

For the z#/es, our deceirfull hearts preſcribe ſpe- 
cially three deceitfullrules,to ſquare our aftions by. 
Firſt,the light of #atural/ wifedome, which being ſo 
much degenerated from thart at rhe firſt creation, & 
of a cleare ſhining lampe, become a ſtinking ſnuffe, 
who ſeerhnot that this light is plaindarknes ic ſelfe? 
The wiſedowe of the fleſh is eumitie to God.: Secondly, 
the cuſiowe of the tim:s, andexamples ofche mulri- 
tude : As though the way of mannerswere like the 
way to great Market-townes, to bee knowne by the 


multicude. of footſteps, trampling and beating vp-| 


The ſecond 


deceir,in iud- 
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The deceitfulneſſe of Mens heart. 


on ir? or as though men ſhould be asfillyas ſheepe, 
to follow whither-ſocuer their companions leade 
them? For ſurely how many things are there done 
which would argue the doers,cither ſpecially ſermple., 
or raginegly furiow, if they did them alone, or with 
few-companions ? whereas now the multitude of 
their companions in madnefle, is the onely proofe | 


they haue to proue themſclues in their right minds. ' 
Thirdly, our owne ##tertion and meaning, thar if ic 
be good,then ſo is the aftion alſo, which the Scrip- 
ture refutech by the example of Yzzeb. Theſe are 
crooked rules,and blinde guides, which blinded and: 
deceined hearts chuſe to | > hong Burt heere that 
of Salomon is true, There is 4 way that ſeemeth good 
in 4 mans owne ejes, but the iſſnes thereof are the 
weyjes of death. 


The deceit of the heart in iudging of the ations 
themſclues, is cirher againſt the whole Laiv in gene- | 
rall,or iz ſpecial againft either Table : All whichro | 
name were endlefſe. Wee will onely cull out ſome | 
of the principall. 

Firſt, againft the whole Law, I obſerue three 


| countable to Godfor them. Paw/himſelfe, though a 


[Peare : for whart reaſon is there, thatthe awthor of 


more ſpeciall deceits. 
1. Thatrhowghts are free, that we ſhall not be ac- 


learned Pheriſee, yet was thus deceinedin iudging 
of thoughts, nor conſented to, which are forbid- 
den in the renth commandemenrt : I hed not krowne 
(faith he of himſelfe, in his Phersſaiſme)that Inſt had 
beene ſin, onleſſe the law had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not Juſt; 
Bur the groſeneſſe of this deceit may eaſily ap» 


rreafon | 


| 


| 
| this.to thinke that our. Tongue, ewr glory, may bee 


made our ſhame; our greateſt ornament,our fouleſt | 


OO The deceltfulneſſe of Mens heart: 


SR 
treaſon ſhould beepuniſhed, andthe rf? plotter and 


| comtriver ſhould ſcape?Now the firſt beginning and 
hatching of any ſinne, is firſt in the thoughts of the 
heart : And ifKings will hane their ſeruants in their 
accounts,anſwere cuen for pence,why may notGod 
eallvs ro areckoning, cuen for our ſmalleſt debrs? 
Andifmen puniſh words and deeds, becauſe they 
ſee & know them, why then ſhould not God puniſh 
our thoughts, which hee knowes farre better then 
any man can doe onr outward ations ? Wee muſt 
therefore make conſcience of the idle rouings of ours 
braines; our very thoughts and imaginations muſt 
ſtoupe, and doe homage to God, who hath requi- 
red of vsto be loued with al} owr thoughts, and bid- 


thoughts and motions in our hearts, avd (i7ne et. 
Bur alas, many doe inuerr the ſentence, and in this 
kinde very boldly. ſian, and tremble not. 

' 2. That words are but wind: Yea, but they are 
ſuch a winde as ſball blow thee violently into hell, 
and ſhall be the bellowes to kindle, yea, the fuell ro 


| 
; 


feede the flames of that vaquenchable fire :. For by 
thy words thou ſhalt br inſtified, and by thy words thou 
ſalt be condemned, & for cucry idle word muſt thou 


gjuc account to God at the laſt day, valeſſe Chrif 
aue given account for it before. Whata dotage is 


deformity;ourbeſt, and yet withall one of our leaft 


| members a world of wickedneſſe? 


3. Thar the outward workes of the Law are ſuffs- 
ciewt. That in the firſt table, it is enoughro > - 
hurch, 


em. 


deth vs zrexble even art the very firſt riſing of cuill 
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| 


Church, and to mumble ouer a few prayers in ones 
bed, &c. in the ſecond enongh to liue quietly, and 


pay euery man his owne, and-not to breake out into 


{candals. This deceir poſſeſſed the Phariſees who 
in their interpretation of the Law, reſtrained the 
prohibirions of murther and adultery ro ourward 
grofſe murther and adultery, So their Phyla@eries 
were not ſo broad, buttheir expoſitions of the Law 
were as narrow. In the ſame errour was he that hea- 
ring the commandements of the ſecond Table re- 
hearſed to him by our S9xiowr, anſwered, AU thoſe 
haue Thept from my youth : but wee muſt know that 
the law in euery commandement is ſpirituall, and 
bindes the heart as well as the hand. 
ajnſt the firſt Table theſe deceits: 

I+ That the workes of the firſt table are inferiour 
to the ſecond. Hence is that opinion,that it is eaſier 
to loue God then our neighbour : Hence alſoit is, 


| chat there is often ſeuerer. diſcipline againſt drun- 


kenneſſe, thefr, blaſpheming' ofgreat men, then a- 
gainſt prophanation of the Sabbath, blaſphemous 
oathes, and other ſuch like, as great breaches of the 
firſt Table, as the named finnesare of the ſecond; 
Whereas yet the firſt and great Commendement 3s, 
Thow ſhalt lonethe Lordthy God. 2. That God may 
be worthipped according to our owne deuiſe, with- 
out the warrant of his own word. Hence that Athe- 
i/ticall owni-religion.,and that opinion thar al religi- 
ons do well,a-man may be ſaued in any:hence thoſe 
ſwarmes of will workes, and worſhips, which natu- 
rally we preferre before thoſe commanded by God, 


But ſhall the Kizg ſer downe himſelfe the rule of his 


Owne 
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as he liſt,that the Officiows & ſporting lie is nothing, 


The deceitfuelneſſe of Mims heare: 


owne:hononr tobe performed by hisſubiefts& not 
leave ir free toeuery country clowne to do-astheyi 
liſt : and ſhall wee, farre morevnable to:ſer downe'! 
any faſhions for Gods Religion, than the rudeſt ru- 


rake vpon vsto determine onghe fourſelues, in 
Gods worſhip; Men haue th of it a diſparage- 
ment to them, when their ſeruant being comman- 


yer in contempr, but becauſe they did ſee that 0- 
cher way which they tooke, tobe-bettet for their 
maſters purpoſe, then that which was conimanded 
chem.Craf#s cauſed his Maſon to bee whipped, for 
that being commanded to ſend him the greater 
maſt, he ſent him the lefſe, onely becauſe hee knew 
it to be fitter for the turne whereto he would vſe' jr. 
Doe mex thus ſtand vpon it? foo/zſb men, will they 
have their owne wayes followed, wichour giuing 
place to the berrer courſes of their inferiours ; and 
can. God, whoſe foolifhneſſe is wiſer then our beft 
wiſedome, can he take it well,that our folly ſhould 
thus take head to it ſelfe, preſuming ro checke and 
corre& his wiſdome? 

Againſt the ſecond Table there are allo many de- 
ceits; as, That euery man bee for himſelfe, and 
make the moſt of his owne, and doe with his owne 


whereas, Galz?, I. 10, wee muſt nor ſpeake truth to 
pleaſe men,much lefle then lye:rhar ir is the ſigne of 
a baſe mind ro pur vp aniniury, which yer the ſcrip- 
ture termeth our g/ory,% an hundred ſuch like. Bur 


ſticke for a Kings ciuill worſhip; fhall wee-I ſay, 
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The wevettfuleeſſt of Mans heart. 


thereforeleaue this X , god come tothe hearts 
iudgemont of affeftion afrer they bee done,and fee 
how rhar alſo is deceirfull. | 
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paowrdayas— =» » Pha 
The decebtfull indgement of the heart in cenſuring our 
atjons already done, andmore ſpecially theſbifts 
; #&vſeth for excnſong of ſiufull a7jons. 

SF Ow it is deceirfull;nor only inthe ſentence 
Le It | bar alſo vpon 
5a £0071. 
| :. For goodaftions, twowayes : firſt, by condem- 
ning the innocent, and acculing vs for them, asif we 


had ſinned; as when an Anebopriſts conſcience accu- 


{ his nauigation; loe, ſaid he, how the Gods approue 


ſerh him for ſwearing before a lawfull Magiſtrate, 
lawfully exaQting it;when a Papitt for cating an egge | 
in Lenr:\econdly,by ſerring the we have done 
at ſo high a'rate,making a great deale of nothing. 

2. Forcuill attions,the indgement of our hearts 
is deceirfull two wayes. 

Firſt, in juſtifying the guilty, acqulitting vs for 
them as if wee had done well;. as thoſe-our Sauiour 
ſpeaketh of,that ſhonld iudge of the murther of the 
Apoſtles,asof good ſeruice performed to God. And 
this deceit is the ſtronger, if the ſinne bee happy in ! 
(ucceſſe. Then vile wickednefſe ſhall be graced with 
rhe name of vertue it ſelfe. Diowyfus after his ſpoile 
of an Idolsremple,finding the windes favourable in 


of Sacriledge. Hee blefled himſelfe in his ſuppoſed 


| 


ſa- 
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| The deceit fulne/ſe of Mens bear. TT 
fcriledge,becaulc of rhe good ſucceſſe ary 
This-wasal(o likely to be Terobeowededeit, that hig| 1 King 13-33) 1 
| Calues were not (ocvill, when be (aw how the Pro- 34633- | 
pher, which ſo rhandred againſt them, was after- 
ward ſlayne of a Lyon. This alſo wasthe deceit of 
thoſe wines in Zeremy, that iuſtified their: idolatrous 
incenfingtothe Queeve of heaver,by the plenty and| lerema4-rte | | 
ace then enioyed, in regard of that ſcarceneſſe| ; 
| which followed the leaving of that idolatry. Like as : 
many of the 1ſraelizes, when the y were brought in- 
| tothe deſart, where was want fall thingsinregard 
ofrhar which was in Egypr,they preferre&Epypr:as 
NOW many,biinded with the ſame deceirprefer Po- | 
pery in the ſame xe(pet;beforethe Gofpell:Bur for 
the delivering of qur_ {clues from thisdecar ;:.wce 
muſt kngw, that we muſt iudge of the gdodnefle'of 
{the ſucceſſe, by the goodneſle of the aG#iow,not can- 
trarily of the goodneſſe of: the afar, bythe good-|. 
neſſe of ſweceſſes ai) >-208ith 140 Bot v11072 * 210} 
Neither is this deceit of iudging 'our ſinfd1] afti- | 
ons lawfull and good, proper onely tothe blinde | 
worldlings, but incident. alſo to-thoſe that have | | 
ſome knowledge and{cnce of Religidi,yea,ofteato | | 
the true godly themſelues.. Dowd eryesout, Who| pj gu | 
' knoweth Fo errors of his wayes ? How many ſecret | ? 
finnes have the beſt, which cheyare ſo farce from . 
; accounting ſinnes, that they. beare themſelves out [ 
{in them as, juſt and warrantable?- Of thiskinde was | 
the Polgewiz ofthe Patriarchs,whoſe livingand di- | 
{ingin that ſinge, withour ſpecial! repentance for it, 
| js to bee ipputedta thisdeceitfulnefſe of hearr wee 
| now ſpeake of. And ſo 60 doubr is (till wich vs, that 


manly | 
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nchpilates goecurrant with vs, withour the leaſt 
' * tchrokegwregardof 'the penerall ſway'of the times. 
| 


| Brit chisdeceicis farre more grieuous in ſome, who 


being ſomerhinglike true Chriſtans, (bur' indeede 
are not) are ofren fouly illuded by $2thas.So that as 
once Toſephtooke the conceptioniofthe holj Ghoſe,to 


| be an adulrerous ſeed; ſo theſe menpeontrarily, take 
| adulrerous conceptions, that is, ſome thoughts and 


aftetions- which {pring from pride and vaine-glory 
to be ſpiritual! conceprionsof the holy Ghoſ?, and to 
.comefromzeale;and piety:and asohce F/3andthoſe 


|mockeis, 452. imputed the true worke of the ſþi- 


rit to drankenneſſelo theſe throughthe deceirfulnes 
of their hearts, father vpon rhe ſpirit certaine mo- 
gons and-ations, that are indeedthefritirofa cer- 


|raific kinde of 4r#vkenneſe and gidgineſſe of intoxi- 


catedmindes. F 
-/o!Theſecond thing- wherein the iudgement.of the 
heart touching our ſinnes ſhewes irs deceigfhines, is 


-not bee excuſed in it felfe, yetto excuſe it, as it was 
done by vs..'T hat though it cannot excuſe ie whol- 


\by;yert will exceedingly extenuate ir, making it 
{tobe in vsandagwellidir, but a veniall; apetty,and 


pardonable ſinne. As the vniuſt ſteward in the Goſ- 


|pelt farakundredpounds fer downe fifty, ſodeale 
' | wee,nay:farve ware, with our debts to God,thatis, 
| our-ſinnes, Falentsaremadefarcthings.and farthings 


meere norHinps; Grear fines are made lirtle ſinnes, 
and little-finnes:no finnes. And-here eſpecially doth 
the cunning-decenfulneſſe of the heart excell. Ir 
doth ſo: ftraine'anctverch & wts;,Guenh as ic were on 


renter. 


cc 


lis; That if the ation ſo bee groſſe, as that it' can-| 
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renter-hookesfor to find out excuſes, as it were fig- 
leauesto couer our nakednefle. and thickets to lurke 
| in,ific might be,vneſpyed by God himſelfe. This is 
' chat deceir Daxid meanr,when he (aid, Bleſſed is that 
| 48 in whoſe heart there is no guile, namely,to minſe 
or mirigate the grieuouſneſſe of his ſinne, by the jn- 
| vention of witty and colourable excuſes and exte- 
| nuations. And this as ir may ſeeme, he {pake our of 
| bis owne experience, in that his grieuous fin in the” 
| matter of /rzeh, For in this point the Scripturs tax- 
| eth him for want of vprightnes of heart, and there- 
| fore alſo himſelfe at length, in his repentance, ta- 
king notice ofit in him(elfe, crieth out, 0 Lord, thou 
| loweſt the truth in the inwardparts, therby implying, 
| that in that finne hee had diſcouered much deceit, 
and want of truth and vprightneſſe;now, in what 
; more then in this,that he ſewed cuſhions vader his el- 
| bowes, that he might ſleepſecurely in his finne,and 
afrer he had bail? the wal, he danbed it with the vntews 
pered morter of his owne vaine and friuolous excu- 
ſes; as that a King had equall authority ouerall his 
ſubiccts, and rherefore, fince ſome muſt needes bee 
expoſed to more perill in the warres then others,he 
might as well put Y-74h to that hard lor,as anorher; 
that as long as Yriah was not ſlaine with his owne 
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hands, but in the warres, hee was not guilty of his 
; death, and diuers ſuch like inuentions? And who 
ſhall not in ſome meaſure diſcerne this deceit? how 
 buſtly will our hearts lay about rhem to finde {ome 
'pretence or other for the leſſening of our finnes, 
iro make them ſeeme leſſe odious and vgly thenin- 

deede they are? Sothar, though when we come to | 
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jue indgement, wee cannot wholy free our ſelues, 
-- mult needes piue in the verdift againſt our 
ſelues, yet we will doe it as fauourably, and with as 
great reſpec as may e. Like Danid, that when hee 
could not but ſend his ſublets againſt Abſa/ow, yer! 
willed them to hane fpeciall care of not hurting him, 
But when our deceirfull hearts would vrge vs to 
ſhew this fauocur to our Abſa/07, ro our darling ſins. 
weſhould no more regard them, then Toab did Da- 
ids Charge concerning Abſalom, but with ſtomacke 
and courage run them thorough with the two-ed- 
ged [word of the ſpirit : and not, as vſually we doe, 
onely giue them a lictlepinch with our finger , or 
pricke with a pinne.Bur let us ſee the particulariries 
of theſe deceirfull excuſes. 

The firſt is, roplead the corruption of nature. O 
ſay ſome, when they arc juſtly challenged,we are bur 
fleſh and bloud,borne in fin, our corrupt nature as a 
mighty {treame carries vs away violently. Wee are 
bur weak fraile men; no Sairts,no Argels. Theſe ſee 
nor that this is'fo farre from leſſening, that ir rather 
aggrauateth their finne, For as the Philoſopher ſaves | 
of thoſe that excuſe their ſinne by drunkenneſſe, ' 
rhat they deſerue double puniſhment, firſt, for the | 
drunkenneffe, then for the ſinne committed in and 
by their drunkenneſle : ſo likewiſe isit here. Wee 
delſerne double damnarion, firſt for this corrupri-' 
on of our nature, and then for the fruits of ir, in_ 
our actuall tranſgrefſions; becauſe as the drunkard 
isthe cauſe of his owne drunkennefle, fo wee like- 
wiſe of our owne corruption of nature, for God 
made vs holy and righteous, after his owne Image | 
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but wee our ſelues in our firſt Parents defiled and 
coxrupred this holy nature. And therefore Dauid 
when in that ParntentialPſalme his repenting heart | 
even ſtudied with it ſelfe, how to make his fin our | 
of meaſure ſinful,and to raiſe ir vp to the higheſt de- | 
gree of rebellion; hee bringeth in the mention of! 
corrupt nature, as an awplitication thereof, 1» ſinme 
was I corceined, and in iniquity brought forth. And. 
leſt ir might bee thought that he did cunnivgly al-| 
leadge ir ro leſſen hisſinne, he addeth,#hox loneſt the 
trith, no ſach deceirfull cloaking. 

The ſecond cloake are the examples of the faults of 
holy and godly men, eſpecially thoſe in the Scrip- 
| ture; as Dauids adultery, Peters denial, Lots inceſt, | 
| Noghs drunkenneſle, &c. How many are there char 
vpon theſe examples doe beareand boulſter them- | 
ſelucs our in the ſame orrthe like ſinnes? Bur whar a 
ftrarge deceit is this, that that which increaſeth ſin, 
ſhould be vid asa diminution thereof ? for by how 
much the perſon thar finneth ts greater, by ſo much 
alſo is the ſinne it ſelfe. Adultery by Denids exam» 
ple was.made ſo much the viler, by how much Da- 
«ids holingfſe exceeded others. Againe, whata groſle | 
deluſion is this, rhat that which indeede is an argu- 
ment of feare, ſhould be made an argumenr of bo/4- 
eſſe mſinning? for who in his right minde would 
nor reaſon thus wich himſelfe? Did Danzd, Peter., & 
other ſuch worthies fall ſo dangeroutly, tharhad fo 
excellenta mcaſure ofthe ſpirir?oh then it ftandeth 
| mein hand to looke tomy ſelfe, whole feer are farre | 
; morefeeble,and ftand in far more ſlippery ground. 
| Surely, ifthe Sajnts were aliue againe, and here: 
| L 2 with 
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with vs on earth, as there would bee divers other 
marcers of griefe vnto them, ſo I thinke nothing 
more,then to ſee the horrible abuſe, as of their ver- 
twes,lo of their imperfeFions: of their vertwes,when 
in that regard they are defiled by the ſuperſtitious 
{ dolater; of their #»/irmities and imper feFioms,when 
for them they are made the patrons of hatefull and 
ſhimefull deformities,hy the looſe Libertine. As it 
would griene them to ſee thoſe vertwes, the weake- 
neſſe whereofmade rhem to fell downe before God 
in h»miliation,to be raiſed vp to ſuch an heighr,as to 
make others fall downe to them in adoration:lo allo 
to ſee their fins which wroughtſhame in themſelues, 
ro worke 7pndencyin others. If Danid had commitr- 
ceciderat lapſs\ red adultery,as thinking ir no ſuch great matter, be- 
a cauſe of the example of ſome Prophets before him, 
np Gat chere had bin ſome more colour in his excuſe : Bur 
oy eſt per = Daxid fell only through his own concupiſcence,nort 
| Poeten mor. | VPonany patronage of holy mens examples. A Pro- 
— - wa with his women. wes, Ss for his fin: No Pro- 
mas quod Da- | Hher with kis deeds fleſhed him in his ſm: why doſt 
{vid 3n ſe4t? | thou loue in thy ſelfe that which DaviJhared in him 
2.in . , 
Pſa! x- | ſelfe? Toconcludethis point, the examples of holy 


, Heb.12% |\men in things imitable, are compared by the hol 
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'dernefſe, But their vawarrantable examples are like 


 follow,with thoſcEgyptians together with them,he 
'is like tobe drownd in the ſea of eternal deſtruction 
' .. Tenozance, | T he third ſhifris their Tgnorance,and want of lear- 
EY ning. They ſay they are noSchollers nor book-lear- 
| [ned : andtherfore, howſocuerthele things they are 
| ac- 


nn er eee nee ee. - 


Ghoſt to the 1ſrae/#es cloud, that led them in the wil-| 


the black part of the cloud, which whoſoeuer ſhall | 
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accuſed of, would be ſcarcetollerable in others, yer 
irichem chey are very excuſable. For the diſcouery 
ofrhisdeceir,we muſt vnderſtand,that there is a two 
fold Izworence. rg | //mple ignorance, & alſo 
2 wilfall and affected. The pleine & imple ignorance 
though ir may cxtenuate, yet it cannot altogether 
excuſe, The ignorance of thy Princes Lawes will 
not excule thee in his Court, and thinkeſft thou that 
in Gods Court, who is far ſeuerer then any mortal! 
wight.the plea of ignorance ſhal be heard?for as rhe 
Princes lawesare printed & publiſhed,and therefore 
may be knowne,vnlefſe we be cithercarelefſe or wil 
full; ſo alſo are Gods. Art thou then ignorant? the 
fault is thine owne, it cannor therefore ſave thee 
harmeleſſe. No,the ſeruant not knowing his Maſters 
will,muſt be beaten with ſome ſtripes,if he do it not, 
though nor with ſo many as he that knowing it does 
ir nor, But yetif his ignorance bee the ſecond kinde 
of ignorance, wilful and affeFeg, then hee ſhall bee 
beaten with as many if not more : for this kinde of 
ignorance increaſerh the ſinne,cather then any whit 
lefſens it. And here, as inthe caſe of drankenneffe, 
double puniſhment is worthily deſerned; becauſe 
they doe willingly ſhut their owne eyes, that they 
might+ not ſee, and doe of ſet purpoſe nuzzle 
themſelues in ipnorance, rhough the light on every, 
fide inc ﬀe rhem, thinking thereby to procure 
ro themſelues a libertie of finning,wihour guiltines: 
but they are decetued. Here truely hath place that 
ſaying, The ignorance of the truth can bee noexcuſe to 
ſane their condemnation, wha had thiy hed «will to 
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They double their guilrineſſe, they rwiſt the bonds 
of their iniquiries ſtronger,andadde further weight 
ro their ſinne, when they thinke to make it lighter. 
Tothis purpoſe Thowas the Schoole-man, ſpeaketh 
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1gn07antia ar 
reftterper ſe ſit 


| voluntaria, » 
cut cum aliqus 
[ſua ſponie neſcit 
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nor antia,et an” 
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voit. So, Ne- 
ſeit ſe cecars, 
ſubinde rogat 
pedagogum vi 
mugret, Ait 
domumtenebro 


very iudiciouſly, thus, Sometimes it happeneth thet 
ignorance 3s direttly andin it ſelfe voluntary, as when 
one tu willingly ienorent that hee might ſinne the more 


þ-| freely. And ſuch ignorance ſeemeth to increaſe our v0- 


luntarineſſe, and ſo our ſinne : for it proceederh altoge- 
ther from the intention of will ſet upow ſinuing, that 
a man. will willingly ſuffer the damage of ignorance. to 
enioy the freedome of ſruning. 


CnHaPe. XIII. 


of the deceit of the heart in tranſlating the fame 
from onr ſelues 2pon ſome ot her canſe. 


FEl:y E fourth deceitfull tricke in clearing our 


ſelues, when guilty, is that of Tranſ/ation, 

when by laying the faule vpon ſome other 
cauſe, wee would 'alrogether disburthen our ſelues 
chereoþW herein the hearr of man is ſo ſubtle,thar if 
it can finde out any other thing or perſon;thar in the 
leaſtſort mayſeemto be bur the leaſtpieceofanoc- 
caſion,that ſhal be ſufficient to free ir ſelfe ofal man- 
nerof blame. Harpeſt,a blind woman in Sexece,would 
nor yet be perſwrded that ſhe was blinde;bur found 
fault with the houſe wherein ſhe was,as being ouer- 
darke;(o fareth it with vs in our -ſpirituall blindnes, 


Pu otherſuch like defe&s;bard is it if we find not our 


ſome- 
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ſomething that muſt caſe vs ofall the burthen ot the 
blame. 
As firft of all, how vſuall 4s thattranſlation 'vp- 
on the fleſh, O ſay the prophane, as of old in Au- 
feens time, (o ſtill, when charged with their wicked- 
nefſe, wot we, but the fleſh. Wee of ourſelues haue 
good wills to do otherwiſe, we like andapproueof 
| the beſt things, but the fleſh ouer-maſters vs, that.as 
a violent ſtreame carries vs away. And therefore we 
truſt we may ſay with Parl, It is uo more wee that doe 
F » but ſinne that drwelleth in vs, bur this isa grofle 
eceit. 
For firſt, they ſhould confider who Pex was, that 
ved theſe words, and of what ſinnes; not opez and 


but of z2werdinfirmitics, whereby he felr the perfe- 
tion of his good workes tobee hindered. How 
ſhamefull chenis ir to bring that indefence of open 
ſcandals, which is ſpoken concerning priuie and (e- 
cret infirmiries? p 

.Againe, none can ſay concerning their (ins, that 
they are not rheirs bur the fleſhes, ſaue they, who. 
beſides the fleſb haue the ſprrie incountring the fleſh., 
Bur-in th 
cuſe is ſo ordinary, there is no ſtrife at all berwixt 
theſpirit and the fleſh, forthey are nothing bur fleſh; 
neither is there any thing inthem but corruption: 
Therefore is ir an idleſpeech of them to ſay, mo? we 
but the fleſb that is, not we but we-: For what elle are 
they bur feſh,in vaderſtanding, memory, will, affe- 
ions, ſoule, and body, &c? Bur yer when they are 
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bur this reſiſtance is not from the winde renewed, & 
ſo conſenting vato, and delighting in the Law, as 
holy and good, as in Pev!, but from rhe minde ovely 
intightnedico ſee the feareful) puniſhmenes that ſha! 
follow yponthe ſinne. And hence it is that the com- 
bare inthe regenerate is in the ſame faculties of the 
Sonle.,  betwixt the wil and the will, the affections 
andaffeftions; becauſe as cuerypart of the Soule 
is partly carnall, partly ſpiritual], ſo alfo the will 
and affetions. Whence it comes to paſſe, that when 
the renewed part ofthe will carries vs to goo, the 
vn-regenerate part.that is,the fleſh wayes vs toevid, 
But the combare of the vn-regenerate, is betwixt 4- 
Hers faculties of the ſoule; as betwixt the vaderſtan- 
ding and the will, berwixt the conſcience and the 
affetions; The will and affeQions of an vngodly 
'man doe not hold backe, or make any reſiſtance, 
when hee is tempted to finne :for they are wholy 
carnall, and haye nor either rhe leaſt hatred of the 
ſinne forbidden, or loue of the Law forbidding is; 
and therefore they are (er a gogge;and driwke is ini- 
quitie, as the fiþ dothwater:burt only his conſcience, 
inlightned by Godro fee the terrour of the puniſh- 
ment, cauſerh a demurreto-bee made: - Herodin his 
inceſt may feele inwardly fome obieftions alleadged 
againſt ir,bur yet he lones his inceſt with al his hearr 
and in like manner hates the ſeauench Commande- 
ment forbidding it, and wiſhes wich 11 tis heerr, 
rhere were no fach-Commandement.- Thoſe" obie- 
Qions therefore are made, not by his will delighting 
in the Law, and ſo ſaying; How cen I doe this end fin 
againf# God ? Bur by the minde terrified with the 
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threatoiogs ofthe Law. The wayce of Davide con- 
fit with bimſcifein hisadultery was this; 7202/ent 


| Sed iBad (bo- 
to theLaw that it is moſt holy — gf 2am) phockes 


dultery, and therefore I cannot wholly gine my aſſent t0| ( malum) libe- 
. . . - - at. Au? Cons 
is this, 1 conſent to the low that it is true in threatning - Ba. 
inceſt with the curſe of God and feelt terronr in the ap- 
| prehemſion of it. So that the oppoſition which the re- 
generate makes againſt ſinne,is from the apprehenſi- 
on of the goodwes ofthe Commendemrent : the oppoſi- 

tion of the onregenerate, from: the apprehenſion of 
thertrath ofthe threatning : the former from /oxe, 
the latter from feere. X 

Now though this bee ſufficient to diſcouer this 
deceit to thoſe that will deale faithfully with them- 
ſeJues in the-examination oftheir owne hearts: yer, 
for the further _—_— of the mouth of iniquitie, 
that excellent ſpeech of the Apoſite is to be remem- 
bred; The fleſh Iuſtet h ag aiwft the ſpirit,end the pirit 4-| G:1,5.17, 
gainſt the fleſh, end theſe are contrary one to another, ſo 
that ye cannot do the ſamethings that ye wonld.'Where 
hou fleſh is reſiſted by rhe Spinit, it never wholy 
preuailes, but in ſpight of iesreeth is broken of her 
| WAll,- it canner dve would; but intheſe men 
the Fleſh. doth . wharfocuet it 'would; the a9 
of ſinne is as ready in them as the #rmpration: 
| they lye ,\ they wallow, 2nd tamblerhemſelues in 
 their-finnes; they make a daily trade of their vn- 
; cleancnefle, prophanenefle, worldlineſfe : ſhall any 
| maft now perſwade mee thar the ſpiritisin them, 
| truggling with the fleſh? Certainely, ifthere were 
| butthe leaſt dramme ofthe ſpirit ro reſiſt. y * fleſh 
oy'7f | \ WE ond 
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peit ad 7 f 
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des. In Euang, 
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 helme. I beat wy badg; that is, I moleft and vexe the 
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ſhould.nor fnne thus freely, withour interruption: 
it ſhould noralwayes hold che reynes, andfir artche 


fleſh, the.old Adews, thar isin mee; and marke what 
followes,1 bring #t in ſubieFiom. Where then the 
ficſb-alwayes flouriſherh aud trinmpherh, . and is ne- 
uer broughe vader,there neuer is any true refiftance 
there is no {pirir, the aduerlarie har ſhouldrrou- 
bleir. 


_ Obie}. But it will bee ſaid, did not Dexidin his 


No; notwholly, not fully. For firſt of all. by rea- 
ſon of the reſiſtance of the ſpirit, hee could not take 
thar fulneſſe of pleaſure which a'vezercons Epicure 
would.Further, che fleſh would haue had him-ſlepr 
ſecurely, and gone on ftourly ſtill in that finne, and 
ro haue done as much to others,asto Bethſhebs, bur 
becaule of the contradiQiion of the fpiric gaine-ſay- 
ing the fleſh, hee could noe (o blefle bis ſoulein this 
ſinne, hee could not lye tumbling in his mire, but 
was forced to riſe vp, and waſh himſelfe in the wa- 
ters of repentance. And wilc thou, that afterthy fir- 
ting downe to ſinne neuer riſeſt againe, vnlefſe it 
bee as thoſe Iſraclites , thet ſate downe to cate _ 
drive, aud roſe wp to play; that is, tothe doing 
ſome worſe marter- wilt thou plead the combate of 
the fleſh and rhe ſpriz? Excellently Saint A»ſen.The 
It : —_— doe not alſo 


erie : For what 


then I may ſee thee indeede ſhrewdly aſſaulted, wholly 


adultery do thar which his fleſbly will-would? A-ſ. | 


vanqniſhed I cannot. 


| 
Well 
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Well the, the 2wregenerare. cannor excuſe thicir 
ſinnes by the fleſh,becaule the fleſh and they, being 
all one,in accuſing the fleſh;they accuſe themſclues. 
What then#{May the regenerate? Neither:for wher- 
as the fleſ in them is only aſ/ave and captiue, deadly 
wounded by God, ar firſt conuerfion, and daily 
awed by the comtrariery of the ſpirie; rhar rhey yer 
ſhould be foyled by rhe fleſh,thar the fleſh ſhould ſo 
farre preuaile with them,as to bring forth the fruits 
of difobedience, this ſeemerh ratherro adde, then 
any whir to diminiſh their finne : foras for rhe wic- 
ked,they are nothing bur fle,they have nb aduerſa- 
ry tothe fleſh in themſclues,rhac might buckle with 
it:burthe godiythey have the ſpirit, which of irſelfe 
as Chriſt ſayes, is prowpt aud ready, bur that wee by 
our ſloth and negligencedifable ir. Therefore the 

Scripture vpon theſe grounds exhorts the godly ro 
gadd duties, becauſe of the regeneration. of their 
nature,.-wherebyrhey are in ſome meaſure enabled 
co ſubdue their corruption,and ſo to performe obe« 
dience; as S. Tames, hauing made mention of our 
new-birth :. 0f hs owne will begat he ws by the word of 
truth, thereupon inferreth, Wherefore let every man 
be ſwift to heare. flow to ſpeake; &c. And S, Peter ha- 
uing exhorted to /one one #nother, with a pure heart 
fernently,annexeth this reaſon, Being borne a new, not 

of mortall ſeed,but immortall,&c.Now as it is ſhame- 
full for a man that hath ſtrengrh, & is furniſhed with 

weapons, to ſuffer the theefe to rake his purſe from 

him : ſo is it for the regenerate man, whom God in 

his generation hath endued with ſpiricuall- life and 


Prey »whereby he mighr be able to ſtrive againſt, | 
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and make his part withthe fleſh, co @fferir ro 


| 


ſubietted it ro vs, yet wee by: our fauouring of ir, as 


notſpirituall at all; that afterſo long a time of your 


rob him ofany grace, when as 

cthefleſh in'them js. as an vaderlipg cruſhed and trod | 
vnder their feer. Whata ſhame is this fora man to 

be ouercome by his baſe vaſſal, who was once alrea- 
dy-before onercome. by himſclfe? This therefore is 
matter 'of humiliation, and deeper aggrauation of 
our ſinnes, that God having dif- the fieſp, and 


the 3/red/ites the Caneariterhaue nourifhed a Snake: 
in our-owne: boſomes, and baue fuffered it rogrow 
tothat head, thar it ſhould bee ready to ouertop vs. 
Therefore the Apoſtle doth not extenuate, bur ag- 
grauate the factions of the Corimthiens by thar 
theſe things came from theffeſb in them, and were 
fruics of their coraglity.. Therefore he layes by way 
of vpbraiding, Tee are yet cornall. Nang deceirfull 
heart would hauc holpen the matter with this: Alas/ 
though wee be regenerate,yerwee are ſtill alſo car- 
nall in parr, and rhe feſþ will bee working : Bur the 
boly Ghoſt retorts it thus; as you are naturally car- 
nall, fo by your new birth, yee now are become 
ſpiritually what a ſhame then is this for you, that the 
ſpirit performes his office no better inquelling the 
fleſh, that the fleſh is ill ſo luſty andliuvely in you, 
that one would thinke you were wholly carnalland 


regeneration, youare yet ſo carnall,the fiefo ſtill car- 
rying ſo ſtrong a hand oner you? T hat ſhifring, then, 
of the fault ro the fleſh is idle, whether in che wic- 
ked, or in the godly. | 

The ſecond trenſiation of finne is vpon the T; Nows, 


ww 


— — — 


The deceit fulweſſe of Mans heart. 


| and places,where we liue,and the wickednes of men: 
with whom we conuerſe.Becauſe the rimes general- ; 
ly are ſo corrupt and euill, therefore we think if we 
-bee corrupt in them, the faulr is nor ors, bur the ; 
times. S. Pauls argument is cleane contrary, Redee- | rner,c.q6, 
ming the time, becauſe the dayes be enill.T he badnefle | 
of the times did not ſerue with S. Pex# for a cloake 
roexcule our conformity to the times, in waſting 
-our time wickedly.as others doe; but as a ſpurre to 
excite vs to bee ſo much rhe more carefull of our | 
ſclues,not to bee ſwayed with the common ſtreame, |. 
in the idle and prodigpall expence of our time, but ro 
reſcue it ont of the hands of ſinfull vanities, and to | 


} 7 
| 
1 
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ſpend it wholy for the good of our own ſoules.And | ; Pg 
good reaſon have we to make this vſe of the corrup- Il 
tion of the times;for,ifthe aire bee generally infe&i- ; 


ous. had we not neede to be ſo much the more ſtrict 
in our diet; and carefull in the vſe of wholſome pre- | 
ſeruatines?Surely rhe worſe the timesare.the neerer | 
grow they to their end,and therefore {a much the | ; | 
more apprehenſiue ought we to be of the occaſions l | 
of good, becauſe the day, in which onely wee can | 
worke, is declining apace, and that fearefull zight | 
approacheth, wherein none can worke, | : 
Bur yet, for all this,it is no lefſe vſuall for men to | _ : 

vle this excule indefence of their owne enormities | 39, #0 /um : 
now, then it hath beene heretofore. Sexecaſheweth | nemokome ati- 
how in histime many would bee ready to pleade | *® vere porefi 
chus for themſc]ues; I aw not ambitious; but no man |, ht, 
can line otherwiſe inRome.I am not prodigally ſumptu- | magnas impe «| 
0#5:but the City wil put a man togreat charges.It u not | 2X03 oft | 

menm Vum, 


| my fault that as y:t Tam not entredintoa ſetled conrſe of \ ,,, | 
| ife” = 
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' 2 vid os deei- \ Life, Tt is mygyonth and bloud that doth this. Bur as 
mars Fang Ks | he excellently adderh. 1/hy doe we deceine our ſelnes? 
| alum, intra |This enill is not from without, from any extrinſecal 
noxft, m wiſee- cauſe it is within vs;2t ſtickes in our very bowels. lf we | 
On þrBret: \L;ed elſewhere,in other places, and companies, vn- | 
lefle our hearts within were changed,we would till | | 

;bee the ſame men. For, that it is not inthe ſpace, 
| chat wee are thus and thus peruerted, will appeare | 
'euidently,it we caſt our eyes vpon others, that haue 
lived in as euill times and places, and yet like fiſhes, 
retaining their ſweetneſic in the ſalt ſea; like Sals- 
lenis non vere | manders, volcorched in the fire. It matters nor {0 
| 9442 9:29 \ Much how great the fire bee which lighterh vpon a | 

rp wer /place, as of what quality the thing is whereon ir 
zum ſolida non | lighterh : for cuen a great deale of fire falling vpon | 
ma.he” poet | hard and (ſolide ſubſtances would not once kindle. | 
| me) aria ſein and a little ſparke in dry, chippy, combuſtible mar- | 
Lam quok, ſo- | TET bath quickly burnt vp all. So it skils not fo much 
| th '& | whatthe place be, as what the minde. Mindes wel! 
Sen.gpifta8, | diſpoſed , and carefully watching ouer themſelues 
haue continued in the corrupteſt places without 
| ſport; as Toſeph, Nehemiah, Daniel. Obadiah, in the 
| Courts of Pharaoh, Artaxerxes, Nebuchadnezzar, A- 
if __ hab; and S. Paul makes mefition of Saints in Neroes 
| court,that monſter of nature. Contrarily,the minde 
being (ſecure, or otherwiſe il]-diſpcſed, the beft pla- 
ces baue beene nopriuiledges againſt fin. Wirneſle 
Adam, thar ſinned in Paradiſe; the Dinell, that fel! 
in Heaxen,in Gods owne Court: L oe, falling in Gods 
Lot inperverſe | Court, and ſtanding in Neroes! Lot continued chaſtin 


cintace tae, i thy Sodome, and yet fel) gricuoully in the ſolitary 
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As vniuſtly inthe third place,are our ca//ings,and 
the imployment of them; which.ſay many, are ſuch 
thatthey muſt needs negleQ the kingdome of God 
in prayer, reading, meditation ,ſanAification of the 
Sabbaths; which ifto doe bee ſin, not #hey bur their | 
| cel{iags muſtbe called into © Bur wee muſt 
| know that no calling is a calling awaytrom God,no 
| pocation is an auocation from godlines:but as our $4- 
| #ionr (peakes of the Sabbath,ſo alſo may it be ſaid of 
our callines: Mar was not made for callings but callings 

r m4s.chat is,for his good, not for the hurt & hin- 
| derance of his ſoule. Certaine therfore ir is that this 
| is a but adeceirfull excuſe:for David & Daniel taken 
vp with the many and waighty affaires of ciuill go- 
uernment(alas,whart are thy occaſions rotheirs)they 
yer could find leaſure to pray thricea day. And rel! 
me, thou who thus pleadeſt rhe rronbleſome diſtra- 
&ios of thy calling,do they lo poſſeſſe thee thar thou 
canſt neither ſleep,nor carte & drink;for all chy buſt- 
neſſes, I dare ſay, thou doſt not wholly deprine thy | 
ſelfe of theſe neceflary comforts: And art thou yetto | 
learn.that theſeare nor ſo neceflary for the body.bur | 
the exerciſes of Gods ſeruice as are neceffary every 
| way for the ſoule?RemCher the example of the wo- 
| man of Samaria,leauing her pitcher ar the well. & of 
| the Shepheards.leauing their flocks for the buſinesof 
| Chritt; & learn by them that our pa7ticrlar callings 
, muſt giue place tothe gexeral/ calling of Chriſtianity | 
| And good reaſon,one kindnes deſerues another. Our 
 generall calling of Chriſtzarity is not ſo vniult, as to 
{ ſeize ordivarily vp0 al the time of our particular cale 
| lings:therfore Chriſt will rather rol>his cies of fleep 

and 
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and pray all nighrt,then by praying all the day time, 
rob his perſonall calling of its due time: Why then 
ſhould our particular callings be ſo vnkinde as to en- 
croach vpon our gexerall calling, and to take from it 
thar litcle time of the worning and exening,nort con- 
rent with her owne (o large allowance: like the rich 
manin Nethans parable, that ſtole from the poore 
man his one onely ſheepe, having many of his owne. 
It had beene more tollerable tor the poore man to 
haue taken one ofthe.rich mans. And of the two ir is 
more allowable for the gen2rall calling, ro make 
bold with the time of our perſonal, then contrarily; 
both becauſe our gezerall calling hath nor the #ithe 
of that time which the perſonal hath,as allo, becauſe 
the workes of thiscallingare far more worthy and | 
excellenc, asthoſe which direaly and immediately 
reſpect God himſelfe. And yet thou wouldeſt not al- 
low this for a juſt excuſe in him that all the ſix dayes 
bath negleGed his particular calling, that hee did at- 
rend all that while, Prayer, Reading, Meditation: 
How then ſhould thine owne neglect of Gods ſer- 
uice vpon the Sabbeth, and the mornings &evenings 
of other dayes bee excuſed ? thinkeſt thou by the 
following of thy worldly occaſions? For as vnder 
pretence of prayer and meditation wee may not be- 
come Monkes,and wholly giue ouer occaſions inthe 
world:ſo neither vnder pretence of our worldly oc- 
caſions, may we become prophane Worldlings, and| 
wholly forſake the worſhip of God. 

Others blame the conditzon of their /ife,O ſay they 
we are poore men, that have nothing to liue by, 
ſaue theſe hands. Can wee needy handicrafes-men, ' 

Or 
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| The deceitfulve/ſe of Mon heart. — 
or poore labourers be Dixizes? Yea ſo much the ra- IN&ePuriooues 


ther,ſayes Chryſoſtowe,may you prattiſe true dininj- | xugorinrs 
tie. When wrath, cnuic, and other ſuch like corrup-| 1 9 
tions ſhould bee curbed,doth pouerty then let thee? | chryſoft. bem | 
or are riches able ro maſter and mortife ſuch affeQi> | 3-44 pop» Ant. 
ons? Doth pouerty hinder rhee from being humble, 
ſober, remperare, watchfull in prayer? oris it nor 
rather a great furtherance tothee in all theſe? Doth 
not pouerty ſerueto tame ard meeken thee, to take ; 
downe thy pride,to pricke thee to prayer? Or what 
verrne is there that needeth mony for the pradtiſe - 
thereof? Thou wilt ſay liberality : yea,but enen rhis | | 
vertue alſo, faith that father, hath ſhined more | 
brightly by reaſon of pouerty : The poore widowes | 
ewo mits werea better almes.then all che reſt of rhe | 
-richer ſort. See then how thou flandereſt thy po- 
uertie, the miſtrefle of ſo many coats Bama PT Inge 
S. Paw/a poore Tent-maker,and yet no lefſe holy in — 
his hop among his ze»ts,thenin his ſtwdy among his |:,,Tim,4.r; 
Books and Parchments :: and by his example learne 
how thy ſhop may bee'vſed,;cuen as an'Oratory, or | 2siv worerupi 
place of greateſt devotion. Neuer tell me thy han-| Tarts | 
dy labours abftra&t thy minde from heauenly medi- | weturtas. | 
tations. Payl a Tent-maker, working with his hands | Phulz,zo, |} 
could yer ſay,-Oxr connerſation i in heauen : Never 
| complaine of the pinches of pouerty, that they lay | 
thee open to the Devils rempration. Whoever ri-| * 
| cherthen Ads in Paradiſe? Who ener poorer then 
Tob on the Dxng-hille yet in Paradiſe Sathan foyled; 
Adem; on the Dimg-hill, 6b foyled Sathan. | 
Well, if the faulr be onely in pouerty, and norin | 
Hine owne corruprion, then gine thee a more _ BE” 
rall.” 
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. [bzcommijng rich, haue withall af nought. become 
| 5. Vpen out- 
Teaier It 74 | outward obiets themſelues are dumbe, and fay 


| r71@09ea1 -1 nothing, and that it is onely their owne corruption 


rall portion ofrheſe outward things, and wee ſhall | 
ſee thee mend preſently : And ſo happily thou per- 
radeſs thy ſelfe; bur how deceitfully,the miſerable 
\experience of others may teach thee,who, of poore 


worſe. 

In the fift place, ye fltll licare ſome transferring 
the faule vpon the o#twerd occaſions whereby they 
were entiſed to ſrane; not conſidering, that the 


— 


that entiſeth them : For they that haue made a cone- p 
naut with theireyes.as Tob did, they can looke vpon 
the wine when ir ſprinkleth in the glaſje, and not 7- 
ordinately long to drinke :.they can behold- faire and 
beautiful women,and yet not ##7emperately luſt after 
them. They that haue pur the kzife of mortificati- 
on to #heir throats,can fit at a rulers rable,ſwimming 
; with all manner of dainties, and yet not exceed the 
; bounds of ſobriety. What? muſt the #ab/ebe accu- 
\ſed?nothine own ppettie : Thruſt (laith Salomon)thy 
 kgife,nort into the table,. but i#ts thive owne throat: 
| So, muſt women betaken away? no, butthine owne 
exe, thar is, the corruption in thine eye, ſaith- our 
' Saujour : This cauſerh: thee to offend. Chryſoſtome 
| hauing ſaid, the beauty of # woman # a great ſnare, 
; preſently corrects himſelfe, way rather, faith hee, 
not 4 womans beauty but a mans Inſting looke. Let vs 
not accuſe the things, but our ſelues; tt vs not-ſaylet 
there be no women,but let there be no adultery,and for- 
nication; neither let vs ſay, let there not. be a belly, but 
w there not be gluttony,&fc. 


Sixth 


[The Acertfulmeſſeof Mens heart. 
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8ixthy. Many thereare that father their Sinnes 
vpon the Dewzl..It may bee indeed the Dewill was 
b oy father begetting , but for all thar, their owe 
wnanghtie hearts might well- enough bee the mothers 
 cogceinivg , and bringing them forth. And what 
could that father haue done without 7hs mother? 
The Diuell cannot preuaile againft ys , but by the 
helpe of our owne-corruption ': Hee might ſtrike 
fire long enoughere there would bee any burning, 
did not wee finde him tinder. Therefore S. Torres 
ſayes, Ewery mas when hee is tempted, is entiſed, and 
drawze away by his owne concupiſcesce:though yet the 
'Dixell have a hand, and that no ſmall one; in tempt- 
ting of vs, yet becauſe he doth onely allare vs, and 
lay baits for vs, but not conſtraine vs; hehath-onely 
a perſwading ſlight, not an inforcing might; he cannot 
make vs ſinne againſt -our wils, becauſe ourowne 
concupiſcence carricth the chiefeft ftroke;therefore 
| heſo Ceckrtothays man is tempted, not by the Dz- 
well, but by his owne concupiſcence : And therefore, 
howſocuer the ſame S4thawthat tempted David to 
number the people, had his finger alſo, in all likeli- 
hood, inthe matter of 7rieh, yet Danid accuſerth 
not S«thern, but his owne corruption; 1» fiwne I was 
conceived. Bur let vs heare what S. Auſtez(aith ro 
ſuch as thus excuſe themſclues; © If $27han, faith he, 
oxely ſpake, and God held his peace, then mighreſt 
chou haue ſome-matter of excuſe-: Burt now thine 
eares are ſet in the midſt, betwixt Gods admoni- 
tions on the -one-ſide, and Sathans ſuggeſtions on 
the other ſide, why doc they incline themſelues ro 
'theſe, and-turne away from thoſe? Sathan ceaſerh 
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The deceitfulneſſe of Men: heart. 

not to perſwade that which is euill;bur neither doth 
God ceaſe toaduil? vs that which is good. If by the 
perſwaſion of Sathan thou haſt done any euill,ler 
Sathan goe, accuſe thy ſelfe,that thon maiſt by-this 
accuſing of thy (elfe obraine Gods pardon. Deſireſt | 
thou toaccule him that can haue no pardon? accuſe 
thy (elfe,and thou ſhalt forth-with be pardoned. 

Seavestbly. Others there are that flye vp into the 
hens there flye vpon the Starres and conftel- | 
ations. Such Anftens complained of, that, giuin 
care tothe deceitsof the 4ftrologians, bought dea 
of them with their mony, dearely; meane time con- 
remning life, offered them by Chrift, freely. The 
viuall plea of theſe men was, in their Adulteries,to 
accuſe Venws;in their murthers, Mars. Belike then 
(ſaith Auſten, very ſweetly ſcofing at them) Venus 
is the adultereſſe, not thou; Mars, the murtherer,not 
thou: But take thou heede leſt thou thy ſelfe be damned 
izſtead of Mars and Venus. If the Aſtrelogian himſelfe 
ſhould take his owne wife in wanton behauiour with 0- 


gratis.Mars er 


ce, eta | 
tu; cr Venus a- 
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8.Vpon God. 


ther men. will he not diſcipline her. and corre@ her for 
ite let her then ſee if ſhe can tell him that Venus is to 
be beaten and not ſhee? 

Eighth. Others yet, being more audacious, aſ- 
cend higher, and goe beyond the Starres, enen to 
God himſelfe,to charge him with their finnes : Thus 
did Adam, when he ſaid in defence of his owne ea- 
ting, the woman thou geneſt me.ſhe gaue me it,cloſely 
taxing God himſelfe : as if hee ſhould haue ſaid, vn- 
lefle thou hadſt ginen mee this companion, I had 
not eaten. S.7emes ſeemes to aime at theſe, when he 
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of God,God that harerh, forbidderh, chrearneth, pu- 
niſheth ſinnezcan he poſhbly tempr vato ſinneeyea, 
but thou ſayeſt he decreed my ſinne z for nothing 
comes to paſſe without his will : The ſecond cauſes 
moue not, vnleſſe they bee moued by the /7/#. 7 
anſwere. The frſ# caule is not the cauſe of the error 
that is in the motion of the ſecond, though it be the 
cauſe of the mozzon : Asin the wheeles of a Clocke, 
che principall wheele, with ir's morion,turnes abour 
{ the lower, yet it there be any errour in the motion 
of the lower,jit is no cauſe at allthereof. Now.ſinne 
is not properly any wotioz,but an erroxr in the mo- 
tion of thy heart, Gods will being the firſt cauſe, is 
the cauſe of thy hearts motion, for i# hin we /iue, 
mone, and hane our being, but if there bee any finne, 
any errour in the motion, thine owne will is the 
cauſe thereof. For all thar God hath to do abour ir, 
is his voluntary permiſion,whereby he withdrawing 
his grace from thee, leaueth thee to thy (elfe,as nor 
being bound vato thee. Hee doth not vrge thee,or 
preſſe thee vnto finne : Hee doth not infuſe, or in- 
{till intorhy mind any wicked motions, as doth $- 
than : Hee onely ſetteth the bayr, or the net, and 
dorh not reſtraine thy concupiſcence from carrying 
thee to it : for hee owes thee no ſuch ſeruice : bur 


AQs 17, 


hee doth not take poles as Sathan doth, and driue | 
thee violently into the ner. And yet if Sathans temps | 
tations could not excuſe 4d4am,how much leſſe then | 
Gods deſertion. 

The /aſ#rranſlation which now I will ſpeake of,is 
vpon our brethren, whom if in any ſorr, wee can 
draw 1nto the ſociety of the ſame ſinne with our 
M z ſelues, | 
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ſelues,we thinke preſently our {clues ſufficientlydiſ. 
charged. Now wee laythe fault vpon our brerhren 
diners wayCs. 


1 Importunity* 
| of perſwaſion 
or intreaty, 


{ Zx04.3 3+ 2b» 
1 


| 1; Sam. 17, 15- 
1 Veric 19. 


1 Vpon their counſel}, perſwaſion, or intreatie, 
ſpecially if importunate. Thus wee ſhall heare mi- 
ny fay.ſucha one hee perſwaded me, he gave mee 1] 
counſaile, he importuned me. and would neuer giue 

ouer till I had yeelded. This is rife in theeues 
| mourthes, goingro execution : O ifithadnotbeene 
for ſuch an one, I had neuer come to this: Imay 
thanke him: Nay, thou mailſt thanke thine owne 
naughty heart, ſo fita prey for euill counſel], Thus 
Adam, in the beginning, laid the fault vpon his 
Wife, and ſhee vpon the Serpent: whereas indeed 
it was not ſo much the Serpents words, as her owne 
eares, ſo greedily bibbing in the poyſon of his 
| words. which ſhee ſhould haue blamed. Aaron alſo 
was cunningin this kind of ?ra»ſiation, when being 
challenged by Moſes forhis finne, in making the 
golden calfe,he putit off to the people:Thou kroweſt 
this people is ſet ypon miſchiefe, and they ſaidunto me, 
} Make vs Gods: Thus Aaron, thought he had ridde 
his hands of his fſinne; but the Scripture ſers it 
faſter on him, then that ener ſuch ſhifts ſhould 
take it off Aarom made them naked. Here alſo was 
| Pilates deceit in waſhing his hands, thinking all 
the blame ſtucke inthe H7zehb Prieſts, and the reſt of 
the Tewes, that ſo vrged him with their clamorous 
imporrunirie. Saf likewiſe had this excuſe ready 
at his fingers ends, The people hae ſpared, &c. And 
when yer Sezet againe vrged him; wherefore haſt 
| thou not obeyed the woyce of the Lord?he till held him 
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cloſe ro this defence, yea, faith he 7 hawe obeyed, but 
the people tooke, ec. till the ſecond reply of Samne/ 
wrung from him this hold, and made him ſay, 
T hauc ſinned, Thane tranſgreſſed the commanaenent 
of the Lord,becauſe T fearedthe people and obeyed their 
VOJCE | 
s 2 Vponthe commandement orexample of our 
Saperiours. Thus Children, it they bee commanded 
doing of cuill by their Parents;Sernants, it by their 
Maſters;S#bie&sit by theirMagiſtrates,thinke them- 
ſelues ſufficiently excuſed: if there bee ſinne inthat 
they haue done, they thinke the commander ſhall 
an{were to God forir. Thou wittall, would this bee 
a good anſwere before an earthly Magiſtrate in 
cale of ?reaſox,felony,yea, Or a farre lefſe matter, ro 
ſay, Sir, my Maſter commanded me # Or haſt thou 
here ſo much wit to ſaue thy ſelfe from the dan- 
ger of mans Law.as not to venture vpon thy ſuperi- 
ours commandements £ and haſt thou ſo little 
wir, as to thinke Gods Lawes are lefle ſeuere then 
mans, thatthis anſwere, my Father, my Husband, 
my Maſter, my Magiftrate commanded mee, may 
ſerue the turne before Gods Tribunal]? darefſt thou 
nor ſteale for all thy Maſters Commandemenr, for 
feare ofthe ga/lowes ? and yet, becauſe of thy Ma- 
ſters commandement, wilt thou dare ro prophane 
the Sabb.th,wirhour all feare of He/? thouthinkeſt 
that the command of that authoririe which is ouer 
thee, willleflen thy ſinne ; Nay, rather it will ag- 


grauate it ; For if thou diddeſt ſmne of thy ſelfe, 
wirhout the command of man, then thou diddeſt | 


ſimply reie& Gods commandement : Now thou ; 
M 4 reiecteſt 
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| reiedteſt it with a farre greater diſerace & diſparage- 


ment to God. For beſides reieGting the onely wiſe 
God, thou preferreſt before him baſt and fooliſh 
man : And ſo by this meanes thy ſinne isdoubled, 
For firſt thou ſinneſt in negleing Gods word; and 
ſecondly. in regarding mans before ir. The autho-' 
rity then of our Superiours commandement, or ex- 
ample will little ſtead vs,when God ſhall come to 
ſcanne our finne. The Apoſtle dehorting the Cor 7u- 
thians from fornication, remembreth them of thar 
fearefu! indgement rh»* befell rhe Iſraelites for this 


| Tan parl.1,2; 

par.z7. Duan 
frigida &+ teins 
na (#8 (0/1um de- 


{inne.three and twer: thouſand of them fell in one | 
day. Row Moſes m<:1:ions foure and ewenty thou- 
{and, whereot one thyufand were the chiefe Princes 
ofthe people,the orher three & twenty were thoſe 
of the inferiour ſorr, who fell into this ſinne, pro- 
uoked by the inftigation and example of their 
Princes. Whart thinke we ſhould bee the reaſon that 
the Apoſt/e ſhould rather inſiſt in the ſpec/a//puniſh- 
ment of the people, then in the common and gexe- 
rall paniſhment both of Princes and People toge- 
ther £ Some of the learned ſay, that the 4poſ?le 
would hereby teach rhe Corinthians the ſillineſſe 


fenþo, qui ex-» 
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rentioran fe !un 
£03 putent fi in | 
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and weakeneſſe of this excuſe; whereby men vſe to 
defend thoſe fins whereunto they were ſwayed by 
| the force of their Gouernours authority ard exam- 
ple: For though this three and twemty thouſand of 
the people had theirPrinces example,cuen a whole 
thouſand of them going before, and drawing them 
after, yer they were drawne by them, as well into 

the ſame puniſhment, the ſame deftruQtion, as the 


ame finne | 


_ 


The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. 


3. Vpon prowocations of others, who iniure, 
grieue.and exafpexare vs, cirher by word or deede. 
As in chafing and ſwearing it is vinall : Why whar 
ſhould one doe, when he is thus abuſed ? ſuch deay 
ling as this would anger a very 8a7z# : So faith the 
quarellous and contentious man z if it were not 
for my ill neighbours I ſhould line more quietly 
and peaceably. True, if it were not for one 111 
neighbour of thine, that is, an euill and naughry 
hearr, full of gall and bitternefſe. Whence ſaith 
Tames, notably meeting with this deceit, are ſtrifes 
and contentions? O.fayes the deceirfull heart of the 
wrangler, not from mee bur from ſuch and ſuch 
as prouoke me by their iniuries, No, faith James 


they are from the /uſts that fleht in your ' members: |. 
Thou haſt a troubleſome heart, diftempered with 


many inordinate paſſions ; and that is the cauſe 
of thy rage and fury : For many men haue recei- 
ued farre greater iniuries with farre lefſe adoe. It 
the Sea ſhould aſcribe her raging to the Windes, 
it might eaſily bee conuinced, becauſe the ſame 
windes blow vpon the Riners, and yet they are 
quiet:The reaſon then is not in the windes, but the 
vaſtnefſe thar is in the ſea it ſelfe, which the little 
rivers wanting, are not diſquiered in like manner 
with the windes. If thy heart were not (o vaſt and 
great as 1t 1s, jt would bee nothing fo turbulent nor 
boyſterous, though the windes raged farre more 


fiercely then now they doe. Shake cleare water in 
the glaſſe, and iogge it as much as you will, ftill it 
retaineth ir cleareneile and puritie: bur let ſuch wa- 
ter wherin there is mudde at the bottome, bee ſtir- 
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red, and preſently it will be foeculent,corrupt,and 
obſcure : Itisthe mudde, and mire of thy corrupt 
affeftions, that makes thy hearr ſo troubleſome, 
when ir is ſtirred with iniuries. A heart free from 
this mudde, would be free from diſtemper, though 
neuer ſo much toſſed and ſhaken. Then againe, 
what ſence is there in this, that becauſe men pro- 
uoke #hee.cherefore thou muſt prouoke God2+W hat 
if men anger thee, haſt thou no body to wreake 
thy anger vpon but God? Wouldeſt thou excuſe 
thy Seruant, if, being angred and vexed by fome 
of his fellow {eruants, hee ſhould caſe his ftomacke 
vponthby (elfe 2 Andfurther, what reaſon is there 
in this, that becauſe men hurt thee in thy body, 
goods, Or:name, thou muft therefore wound thy 
ſelfe mm thy ſoule and conſcience; which thou doſt, 
when, vpon occaſion of theſe iniuries, thou boyleſt 
in choller, and ſwelleſt in malice againſt him thar 
wronged thee ? Whar a folly were this, if, being 
hurt inthe hand, we ſhould goe abour tohelpe our 
ſelues, by daſhing out our braines againſt the 
wals £ Our brother hurteth vs in our eſtate; This 
brings no lofſe to our foule : But when our re- 
uengefull affettions are vp, theybring hurr to our 
ſoule, euenthe guiltof ſinne, by tranſgreſfing Gods 
Commandements. Neuer then harpe ſo much vpon 
| this, he hath wronged me thxs and thws;Foole, none 
wrongs thee bur thy ſelfe:He hathtaken away this & 
that;Foole,thou takeſt the beſt things from thy ſelf. 
Thou talkeſt of that whichwar ?aketh from thee. bur 
conſider withall what God hath gixen thee, euenin+ 
| this his taking away : Man hath taken away ſome 
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temporall commoditie; God giueth thee an occaſion 
of increaſing thy ſpiritual commodtties.in ſhewing of 
true patience, humilitie, meekenefle, andſuch like 
graces. This which God now give#h, is farre aboue 
that which -1az 74aketh from thee: And yet, wiſe man 
thar thou art, becauſe man takes from thee the /e/e, 
therefore thou thinkeſt thou maiſt take from thy 
ſelf the greater.It is groſſe deceit then to excuſe our 
ſins, manifeſt wrong to God and our owne ſoules, 


by the wrongs that others doevs. That blaſphemer | 


in the Law had this excuſe, that it was in heate,being 
prouoked by the contention of that other party; 
Yet for al that God would haue himſtoned to death: 
So Moſes tranſgreſling at the waters of Meribah, vas 
occaſioned by the vatowardnefle & rebellion of the 
Tſraelites:yetthis could nor excufe him before God, 
but forall that he muſt be debarred from entring 
into Canaan. 

4. Vpon the diſconragements and hindrances wee 
receiue from others, as it were rubbes to vs in the 
way of godlinefſe: O ſay ſome, concerning the 
performance of good quries;if we might be be conn- 
tenanced by Authoritie, holpen by our Miniſters, 


ſer 'forward and heartened, by thoſe with whom, | 


and of whom we line, oh then how zealous would 
wee bee? but becauſe we haue ſo many pinches and 
putl-backes this way, wee thinke onr coldnefſe and 
backwardnefle in religion, not ſo liable to cenſure, 
Thus many people impute their not profiting, to 
the Miniſter, and the manner of his teaching : And 
if they had ſucha Miniſter, oh how ſhould they 
thriae then? Burt as he in Sexeca hauing a thorne in 
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pally is our owne corruption, which being not 


The deceit fulneſſe of mans heart. | 
his foot complained of the roughneſſe of the way, 
char that was the cauſe of his limping z ſo theſe, ha- 
uing thornes in their owne hearts, which make the 
word vafruitfull, complaine of the thornes in their 
Miniſters rongnes, and make this roþe the cauſe of 
their ſo flow proceedings. Contrarily, many Mi- 
niſters, they blame their people, and thinke thar if 
their hearers would giue | ſuch incourage- 
ments, in regard of countenance, maintenance. 
deſire to learne,&c. as ſome other people doe their 
Miniſters, they ſhould then performe the worke of 
the Lord more carefully, and comfortably. than 
now they doe. But the truth is, the cauſe princi- 


reformed, no encouragements to. Godlineſle will} 
much further vs, bur being once redrefled, no diſ- 
couragements can much hinder vs. Therefore, ifa 
good, and throughly mortifhied Chriſtian ſhould 
line vader one of Jereboams Prieits or with bani- 
thed David tn a dry deſert, where there were no was 
ter,yet he would thriue in the power of godlineſſe; 
on the other ſide,an vaſound Chriſtian, though hee 
lived vnder Chriſts owne miniſtery,as did 1#42x, yet 
hee would come to nothing. So a good Prophet, as 
Mofes, Teremie,and others,though yoked with neuer 
lo crooked a people, would yer thence take occa- 
ſion of prouoking their owne zeale. An euill one, 
tradi linedamong the 27o/ept ones, that ?ake 
the kingdome of heauen by force, would yet bee cold 
and careleſſe. Ler vs not then deceiue our ſelues.,ro 
lay our owne fault vpon the want of meanes, and | 
ſoindeed vpon God himſfelte : For that wee haue 
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| not thoſe meanes wee fo much ſeeme to defire, and | 


inthe hauing whereof wee promiſe our ſclnes ſuch 
great matters of our ſelues : whence is it but from 
God, that hath denyed thoſe meanes vnto vs? O if 
we lined vader ſuch a mans miniſtery, if we inioyed 
che daily company of ſuch and ſuch Chriſtians, how 


ſhould wee proſper then? Why? bur God hath nor 
ſo diſpoſed that wee ſhould; If there were ſuch ne- 
ceſlity of,and efficacy ia thoſe meanes as wee thinke, 
hee wouldnot with-hold them:Thioke we nor thar 
GoD is in ſtead of all meanes to his, abundantly 
ſupplying them wich the preſence of his ſpirit, who 
as he was a /itthe ſanFnarztohispeople, when they 
werediſperſed among the Heathen, ſo likewile ſtil 
to vs now a little Miniſtery, a little Colledge of 
Chriſtians, when his prouidence hath depriued vs 


| of theſe meanes? But lae, an cuident conuiRion of 


our deceitfulneſle of heart: For when we'haue . 
thoſe very ſelfe ſame helpes, by the want .. 
whereof we excuſed our felues,yetour . 
former dulnefle and deadneſle till . 
ſticketh by vs, we are theſame.. 
men that before, Andof 
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Of two other teceit full exenſes of ſin, and the we of 
| the whole. ; 


efife deceirfull excuſe isthart of Cyſtore :O 

þ fay ſome, when they are rebuked of their 
ſwearing, idle and vaine formes of ſpeech, 

and ſuch like fins:77wely we meant no hurt, it is only a 
cuſtomewe hane got, andcannot now eaſily leane. What 
wretched madnefle is this, that. becauſe wee are 
come to the very height of firme ( for whar elſe is 
cuſtome in ſinne) wee ſhould thereforethinke our: 
ſelues priuiledged to ſmne; that cuftome in finne, 
than which nothing increaſeth ſinne more, ſhould 
be vſed as an extenuation thereof? The Apoſtle Pe 
teer, when he would diſſwadevs from the miſ-ſpen- 
| din ofourtime in ſin and'vanity,thought hee could 
vie no better argument then this; thar heretofore ir 
hath beene our cuſtome of a long time ſo to doe: 
Hence forward (faith he) lixe (as much time as remai-| 
weth in the fleſh) not after the Inſts of men, but after the 
will of God. Why? for, it & tent for vs that wee 
hane ſpent the time paſt of our life,after the luſts of the 
Centiles.,walking in wamonneſſe,&c. Lo,how he ag- 
grauates their former ſinnes, and fo perſwades 
them to deſiſt,becauſe they had ſo long accuſtomed 
themſelues thereto. Doſt thou then make a bxt of 
thy Cuſtome? -0h ſrt 3s but a cuſtomwe. Why, what 
canſt thou ſay more againſt thy ſelfe? If thou hadſt 


buy 
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heauy enough to cruſh thee down into,hell:bur now 
when thou telleſt me it is thy daily cuſtome,that thy 
rengue is traded in this wickednefſe, how now?haſt 
pot thou mended the matter fairely? for ſhame then 
away with this witleſſe , graceleſſe, -and ſhame- 
lefſe an excuſe. Would atheefe,or a murthertr,be- 
ing arrained at the barre, be ſo ſimple asta alledge 
in their defence. that it hath beene theipx vic and cu- 
ſtome of a long timeto play ſuch reakefwonld nor 
the Tadge ſo much the-ſoonerſend them ro the gal- 
lowes?If the plea ofcuſtome be fo weake forthe de- 
fence of theſe ſinnes before man, why then, as Chry- 
ſoſtome reaſons, ſhould ir nor bee as inſufficient for 
the maintenance of ſwearing, before Gods Tribu- 
nall> Though ic had beene the Antiochianscuſtome 
to waſh rhem in baths, yer the King forbidding 
them;they all lefr,for fear of his diſpleaſure. Where- 


the vſe of this excuſe, in pleading the #yra#my of cu- 
ſtome : Loe, faich hee, you way ſee that where feare js, 
there our wonted cuſtome i leſt preſently © feare eaſily 
onuermaſters cuſiome,t hough it be nener ſo ancient and 
neceſſary.Itisnot then our.cuſtome,but-our want of 
Gods feare, which is the-cauſe of our (wearing,The 
ſame Father in another place, maketh mention of 
one,who had got an i/-faugr'dfaſhionof mouinghis 


vpon Chryſoftowe conuimced them. of deceirfalnes in / 
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right ſhoulder when he went, which yer he corre- 
Ged by- laying a ſword ouer it, in ſuch manner, that | 
ic ſhould be ia danger of cutting, if ſoir moued. And. 
ſoby feare of inciſion, hee taughr his ſhoulder bet-| 
ter manners and motions : Dog thou, whopreten-. 
why the cuſtome ofthy tongue in [wearingzthe. fame 
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to thy towgee that he to his ſhex/der, and in ſtead of 
his ſword, vſe the ſword of Gods word, and Gods 
indgements threatned againſt this ſinne, and thou 
ſhak eaſily ger ridde of this thy ecuill cuſtomesfor 
let men ſay what they will, it is nothing but their 
owne bad hearts, voyde of all feare of Godand his 
indgements; together with their ſloth and negli- 
gence in not ſtriving againſt rheir euill cuſtomes, 
that makes them ſuch ſlaues vnato them. 

The laftrefuge is ro helpe outthe matrer with 
ſome diſtinZions and pretences of falſe ends, or any 
ſuch like quirkes. This is the tale-bearers iuſtificari- 
on of himſclfe; I doe it nor to diſcredit him,but one- 
| ly in loue & good will: So the wearer of long haire, 

I doeit not for pride,bur onely tohide the deformi- | 
tic of my cares, or to keepe my head warme:So the 
good companions, as they call them, that conuerſe 
| familiarly with notorious wicked perſons; wee doe | 
ironely Gor honeſt refreſhment, andto win them by | 
kindnes,as Chrift conuerſed with the Pub/icans, 2nd 
ſinners: So thoſe Coriethiass that were preſent at the 
Idols feaſts; Wee doc it notin honour of the Idoll, 
bur only to gratific our friends ina thing indifferent, 
che eating of meates. Thus the papitſts for their ado- 
ration of the creatures.ſay, they Performe only ſer- 
#ice,but not worſhip,which is due coGod only : The 
{man of vindictive ſpirit can diſtinguiſh berwixe for- 
gining and forgetting, and tellyou hee hath forginen 
his enemie,though he hath not forgortenthe wrong 
hee hath done him, Bredford in one of his Epiſtles 
makes mention of one that excuſed ſubſcription ro 
the Popiſh Articles,being qualified with thislimira- 
tion 


meet ee eos 


| 
$ 


| them their daughters , but the Beniamites rooke! 
| cthem-away. Not much valike arethoſe ſhifts to co- 


| 


; And in this manner hee moued Bedford and others 
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on, ſo farre forth as they were not againſt the word 
of God, being indeed all quite contrarie thereto. 


to ſubſcribe. Bur a notable example for this deceir 
was that of the Iſraelites in their oath -againſt the 
giving of their daughters in marriage to the :Benia- 
mires:For when the women of 7beſh Gileaddidnot 
ſuffice the Beniamites, and their oath hindred them 
from giuing any of their owne daughters, they bad 
them take by force.of their own virgins,that ſhould} 
come forth ro-dance in 87/oh. Why 2 but was nor 
chis againſt their. oath £ yes, but marke whar a fine 
quirke they found out to clude their oath, and ſo to 

ualifie the matter; namely, that they did nor giue 


ſen-the good lawes .and oathes againſt bying of pla- 
ces with mony,as the laying of wagersbefore hand 
wich thoſe of whom they are to bee had, that wee 
ſhall not haue-ſuch 'or ſuch a place. Such alſo was 
the deceir of thoſe who hauing made truce with 
their aduerſaries for certaine dayes, did yer during 
the truce make.incurfion vpon themin the night, & 
then defended it, becauſe their truce was onely for 
dayes not nights. To this head alſo wee may referre 
that excuſe of our T rauailers, who excuſe their kif 
ſing of the Popes toe;becaule they doethat honour 
to him onely as a temporall Prince,and not as Pope. 

Bur theſe men are not ſo happy in their inventions. 
to ſaue their conſciences, as was once .one.to' ſaue 

his honour; who grudging the Perſian King thar 


"= 


honourof falling downe before .him, -and -yet not 
N knowing | 


ludges 21, 
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knowing how to anoid it, purpoſely ler fall his rin 
bats came into the Kings preſence,and ſo cw 
ſed rhe matter to himlſelfe, as though he fell downe 
onely to take vp his ring, and not to worſhip the 
King. And diuers ſuch like crankes as theſe might | 
be inftanced in: The which indeed are but curtaines 
wee draw before our owne eyes, to hide our ſinne; 
they are indeed as the Spiders web, cunningly wo- 
ven, and ſome flight of wit may there appeare in 
chem, but withall they are as ſlight as the Spiders 
web; they will not endure the breath and blaſt of 
rhe mouth ofGod.Do nor then wilfully deceiue thy 
ſelfe; But thinke w:th thy (elfe, will theſe diſtinGt- 
ons,pretences.&qualifcations ſfatishe my conſcience 
hereafterin the day oftryall? And thus much for the 
hearts excuſing of our euill ations, as alſo for the 
iadgement of our hearts, concerning our actions. 
he vie of all is this: 

x. To teach vsnot to be ouer-forward in conſul- 
ting with fleſh and bloud, when any thing is ro bee 
done. Who would vie a crooked rule in drawing of 
lines? Who would go to ſuch a Lawyer,whoſe coun. | 
felt hee knew to bee meere deceit and coſenage? If 
then our hearts vnasked, doe offer vs their counſell, 
let vs ſuſpectir : let vs be as icalous oner our hearts 
as we would be oner a knowne craftic deceiner, 

| 2- Nox toreſt (ſecure inthe iudgement of our 
owne hearts : Many blefſe rhemſeclues in their cuill' 
courſes, becanſe their ſeared and ſenſelefſe conſci- 
ences,theirdeceiued and deceiuing hearrs doe nor | 
checke them : The treacherous (cling of Toſeph was 
maggenens downe by his brethren.and did nor = | 

| | e 
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| hearts deceived vs at firſt, ro make vs ſmze, yet ler 


{ our ſinnes, that with him we may be able te ſay, If 
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ble them for nigh twenty yearesafterward. The rea- 
ſon was, the miſts of corrupt affetions dazeled the 
eyes of their minde, and fo they could not behold 
cheir ſione in the right forme : bur when affliction 
had remoued theſe miſts of deceit from their eyes, 
then they beheld it in the righe ſhape, moſt vgly 
and monſtrous,and were confounded with the hor- 
rour thereof. Had they any reaſon to approue their 
fat all chat while, and to applaud themſelues in it, 
becauſe ofthis deceitful peace of a deceirfull heart? 
O ſayesone, Ithanke God I find quiet and peace in 
mine owne heart, whatfocuer ſuch and fuch indge 
of me for my courſes: But what talkſt thou of peace? 
or what haſt thou to doe with peace (as Jeby aid to 
Tchoram) who haſt no other ground to build it ypon 
then the deceirfull judgement of thine owne blinde 
and bewirched heart? Thou lookeft in troubled wa- 
ter, andſceſtno deformitic in thy face : Bur ſtay til] 
the waterbe ſcrtled and cleered,and then thou ſhalt 
ſee what a filthy miſhapen viſage thou haſt. Tell me 
ren yeares hence, or in the day of thy tryall, when 
thy heart ſhall bee freed from theſe deceirs, and 
Chriſt with the clay and ſpittle of ſome ſharpe afflis 
Qion ſhall haue ſharpned rhy dull eye-ſight, tell me 
chen what peace thou haſt. | 

3. Since our hearts,as we haue ſhewed, are ſo de- ' 
ceitfullin excufing and defending of our ſinnes, it 
muſt teach vsto labour for the ſpirit of [ngeaxity,for 


chat open and plaine heart of /ob in confeſſing of 


we hane hid our finnes,9s did Adam,&*c. Though our 
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In Pſal.1 3-9 . 
Mereberis illye. 


| miner. 
1 Et quomodo e- 


uades tduplicie 
bus fone: qai 
in fumplicibus 
laborabas? 

In Pſalm. 50. 
Commiſſus eft, 
non deſendatyr, 
in confeſſouem 
veniat non. de- 


much. Excellently A»ſtes : If tho haſt (inmed thou 


«rh wen wilt caſtly be ouercome, &c. For 


fenſienem «. Ad- | 
bibes tedefenſs+ 

TEM peccalitnui? 
VINCETIS. 

| Duies enim vi 
te defendas?ido 

new «io ad ac- 


cuſandum le, 
| uolz dicere , ant 
{ Bihil feci> ant 
| quid mage 
\feci , aut ſece- 
runt & aly* 
$i faciemdo pec- 
ceaturm mbil te | 
dicis deliquiſſe, 


vibil eris, nibil accipies- Paratue eft Demidare indalgentiams claudis contrates Ie paratus 
eft dare, nok; opponere obicem defenſfionis ſedaperifinum confeſſions. 


F 
—— 


OO The deceitfulueſſe of Men heart. | 
vs not ſuffer them to deceiue vs further, to make ys i 


ro defendour ſinne ; This is ro adde deceitto deceir, | 
This is dowble deceirfulneſſe, when ſivgle was too 


art in darkneſſe but by confe]ſing thy darknes thou ſhalt 
obtain: the illumination of thy darkneſſe : but by _ 
ding thy darkneſſe thou ſhalt bee darknedin thy dark- 
neſſe : And how wilt thou eſcape ont of double Grief, 
who hadſt ſo much to do with ſingle? Againe, © Thou 
«haſt commirted a ſtnne; let itbe confeſſed, not de- 
« fended. If thou wile take vpon thee the defence of 


« whoartthou to defend thy ſelfe? Bee thou readie 
*ro: accule thy ſelfe : ſay not, cither I have done 
© nothing,or no ſuch great matter,or no more then 
<« others. If haning ſinned, thou ſaiſt thon haſt done 
« nothing, thou ſhalt be nothing, thou ſhale receiue 
* nothing. God is ready-to giue thee pardon: thou 
« ſtoppelſt it againſt thy ſelfe : Heel ſay, is readie to 
<« 9jne 1t;zdoe not thou lay the blocke of thine owne 
* defence and juſtification againſt. it : but.open the 
* boſome of thy confeffion and ſelfe-condemnari- 
« on for ir.. 
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CHAP. XV. 
Fine deceits of the heart in perſwading to ſinnz. 
#22 Trherto of the firſt deceit, which is in 3udg- 
0 302 : the ſecond followeth in perſwmading. 
And that is either to the doing of thar 

" which is enzL, or tothe omitting of that 
which is good. 

Inthe fr/Fkinde there are diners deceits, 

The firſt is ro colour grofle ſins with milde termes 
and ſo to preſentit vato vs,not in it own proper co- 
lours, but painted & guilded ouer with ſome ſhewes 
of vertue, that ir might the more eaſily winde and 
inſinuate ic ſelfe into our affetions, This is like their 
deceit that dye courſe cloath in fine colours. Thus 
hautineſſe comes masked in the habit of meagnanimi- 
tiezcurioſitie would bee taken for the deſire of know- 
lk: dge;Senorance ſhrouds it ſelfe vnder the name of 
#nmocerce;and riotonſyes ſhadowes it ſelfe vaderthe 
ticle of /ibera/itze, faith Auſten. Solikewiſe peſtilenr 
hereſie hides it ſelfe vnder the name of profonnd 
kzowledee, and detpe learning, Rexel. 2.24. Pride 
| goes vnder the name of cleanlineſſe and neatneſſe: 
| Machiaueliſme and worldlinefle, Pro.23.4.0f wiſdome 
and policie:impadencie,ot preſence of ſpirit and /aw- 
full andacitie:raſhneſſe, of fortitude < timerouſueſſe,of 
| cantelouſnef? : baſe niggardlineſſe, of iuſt parſunonie: 

d unkenneſſe, of good-felloreſhip: conetouſneſſe of good 
hnsbazdrie, And hence is that deceirfulneſſe of riches, 
in the parable of the ſewer. How are riches Jere3r- 

N3z fulle 


| 


2+. In perſwa- 
ding, 


1 To doc cuill, 
Where, 
I.Deccit.pain- 
ting of finne 
with vertues 
colours, 


Superbia Celſo» 
tudimnemimita- 
tur , enrioſitas 
affeftare wult 

ſtudiumſcientie 
Ignorantiaquoeg, 
innocenti« wo» 
mine tegitur, 

E ffufio liberal; 
tats wmbram 
obtendit, Conf, 


ht +6, vitia Mg 


bu ſub virtu- 
' tam nomine ob- 
Yeprunt. Temer> 
tas (ub titulo 
fortitudinis Ia 
tet,pro canto tis 
midus accipitur 
Sen. Bpiſt.45. 
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| Angin,P ſal.46. 
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ample) when wee fauour a poore man, hauing an ill 


| The deceltfulneſeof Mans bear. 


full? The deceit is ig the couctous xich mans heart, 
that couers his. vaſatiable couering and deſire of ga- 
thering riches, with the gezt/e and hozeſi name of 
thrift and frugalitie, Thus, wrong and iniuftice de- 
ceiues often,vnder the colour.,and m the appearance | 
of mercie and compaſtion; as when wee relicue the 
needy with other folks goods,or (to vie Auſtens ex- 


cauſe, againſt a. rich man having a good: In like 
manner, giddineſſe carries a blut of Zeale; and chot- 
ter and fury, of va/Jowr and manhood : Whence that 
{peech rouching rhe fiery ſpirited man, he hath mer 
te in him: Andirt is mettle indeed, but digged ont 
of the mine-pitrs of hell, baſs and. reprobate mertrle, 
which neuer receined the Image and Imprefle of 
Gods Spirit. And yet as they that haue ill eyes, will 
miſtake one man for another, ſpecially when they 
ſomewhat reſemble one another, though otherwiſe 
the difference betweene them bee palpable ; and 
fo ſalute a ſtranger for a friend : ſo onr par: blinde 
b:arts, deceined with that ſhadow of reſemblance, 
which Vice ſometimes carrieth of Vertue , doe 
of;entimes imbrace and receiue profſe vices, in | 
Heatof glorious vertues. For as the Prince of 
darkeneſſe, rhe Denil!, doth ſometimes transforme 
himſelfe into an Angell of light , and become a 
white Dewill; for, 1. Timothie 4.1. 3. abſtinence | 
from meats, and marriage, ſauouring ( one would 

thinke) of great mortification, are yer do@rines of 
Dewils : ſo alfo can the works of darknes transfigure 


-|rhemſelues intothe workes of light. Nor only thoſe 


works of light, wherunto they ſeeme to come ſome-. 
wat 
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| whar neerer, but euen thole, (O ftrange iugling 7 ) 
from which hey are fartheſt diſtant: For _ or 
ſome ſuch midale colour to be taken for white,isno 
ſuch great deceit of the eyes; but that blacke ſhould 
bee taken for white; this is a ſtrange deceirindeede: ' 
And yer this isthe deccit of our hearts, to ſhape our 
digers vices vnto vs, like thoſe vertues to which 
they are moſt extremely contrary, For example,not | 
onely baſe deiedion of mind goes vnder the account 
of true humility, but cuen prideir (clfe : as in thoſe 
that ſecke prayle by diſabling and diſprayſing them- 
ſclues; as in Diogenes treading vpon Platoes chaire, | 
& ſaying, Plato, 1trample wpon thy pride; whorhere- 
fore worthily had chat anſwere returned him, Thow 
trampleſt oz pride with greaterpride . Thus was ir | 
in thoſe Hereriques in Pew/s time fo humble , that | Col,z.us, | 
they would not preſume ro come roGod immedi- ; 
| 
| 


ately, they would not dare to worſhip him, but the 
Angels; And yetof theſe men, in whom humility 
| made ſo great a noyſe, the Apoſtle is not affraid 
] fay,that they are puft vp is their fleſhly mind;lo,a proud | 
| {»evility: And ſuch is that ofthe Papiſts,in whipping | 
themſelues;for in theſe things they ſwerue from the 
wiſedome of the Word, and follow their owne in- 
uentions. And what greater pride,then for aman to 
rhinke himſelfe wiſer then God? to teaue the dire- | 
ion of his Word, and to cxalt his owne fancie a- : 
| boue if? Thus Denuzddefcribeth the proud man; T how Pſal.119.20, : 
| haft deſtroged the curſed proud: But who are thoſe? ' 
The next words tell vs, that Joe erre from thy Com 
#andements.And afrerward inthe ſame Pſalme werſ. 
85 . The prond hae digged pits for mee ; Bur who be} 
| Ny4 thoſe] , 
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|now to haue our eyes in our heads, leſt otherwiſe 
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thoſe proud ones? Which conforme not themſelues to 
thy law.Letthere be neuer ſuch ſhewes of humilirie, 
if thereia we prefer our owne wils to Gods, it is bur ; 
eee varniſhed with ſome colours of Humilitie, 


Peter, no doubt, thought himſelfe hamble,when he 
would not let Chriſt waſh his feet; But this was one- 
ty the deceirfulneſſe of his owne heart:For indeed 
hee was proud in ſo doing: becaule, in refuſing-ro 
obey Chriſts commandement, he made himſelfe wi- 
ſer thien Chriſt. Alike deceitful was the Baptiſts hu- 
militie in refuſing to waſh Chriſt, that was Peters in 
refuſing to bee waſhed by him. Had wee not need 


our cunning hearts obtrude vice vpon vs, in ſtead of 
vertue 2 What moreeffeftuall argument can they 
vic ro allure our afteCtions to the loucand liking of 
ſinne, then toſer this falle glofſe vpon it? When the 
|Sctumper would entife the yonker to commit fol- 
ly with her, ſhee doth not giue her ſinne the right 
name of filrhinefſe, which ir deſeru<d,for that would 
haue dciuen him away, but ſhee hangsput the Iny- 


buſh ofa (weer and louely title,therewith iaveigling 
the yourh:Come, let 25 take onr fill of love, and delight 
our ſelues in dalliance : Beaſtly whoredome is bur 
loue and dalliance. So the ſiuggerd qualifies and mol- 
liftes his ſhamefull ſloath with the ſweere name of 
peace, and ſo luls himſelte afleepe in his ſinne.Better 
is a handfull with quzetneſſe,(lo he tearmes his ſloth) 
then two handfuls with Iabour and vexation. Thus our 
| hearcs, bawds for the filthy Strumper Sin, reach her 
(this rricke of deceirfulneſſc; ro corrett her natural] 
p—— with theſe arrificiall paintings, that ſo 
wee 
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wee might bee canght the ſooner. Bur asthe hear 
of the Sunne, or of the fire, will caſily diſcouer the 
painting of rhe harlor, by melting it away : ſo will 
the heate of Gods Word, if wee bring this painted 
and trapped Strumper rhereto, plainely ſhew. thar 
herbeauty came out of the box of a deceirfull hearr. 
Andthen when theſe daubings are waſhed off from 
this 1ezabel, chat we may ſee her in her owne hue, 
we did not ſo much Joue her before, but as Armor 
did Thamar. wee ſhall twice as much loath her afcer- 
ward. 

2.Deceit,with which our hearts vſe to inſnare vs, is 
to make a ſhewof being very reaſonable.,and ſhame- 
faced, ih crauing bur a little ar our hands; bearing 
vs in hand, thar if this little bee granted, rhey will 
reſt contented therewith,and wil demand no more. 
Where in truth there is a double couſenage. 
I. 1 harthere are ſome ſinnes-whichare but /3z7/e 
ones. This was part of the Phariſees Jeaxen, calling 
ſome Commandements of God but little Comman- 
dements., notmuch to be regarded.So now many ac- 
count faith and trothrto be bur pettie oathes: Forni- 
cation is tudged but atricke of youth; Though yer S. 
Peart (to vie the words of that moſt reuerend man 
of God) in ſtead of rhat cloake of naturall infirmirie 
and heat of yourh, wherewith we v(e to couer this 
finne,puts vpon it a bJowdyclogke,bathed in the bloud 
of three and twenty thouſand, all ſmirren in one 
day for this ſo light atricke. And S. Paulelſe-where 
hauiog dehorted from fornication and ſome other 
ſinnes, which our deceitfull hearts vie ro exrenuare, 


adderth-this watch-word; Bee wot deceived: Thief 
rhings 


ee —_——ong, 


2. Deceir,con. 
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et. 


things are more then trickes, more then matters of 
for theſe things comes the wrath of 


ſport, oriieſt : for, 
God pon the children of diſobedjence. What now?are 
choſe Hitele finnes, which bring on vs the greet wrath 
of ſo infinire a Maiettic? and is it now bur a tricke to 
goeto HelPÞwhicher the weight cucn of thele lirtle 
ſinnes, as it wereſmall ſands, will finke the Ship of 
our (oules, as well as our greater and grofler ſinnes, 
| as it were the heauier butrhens of che Ship. Small 
 leakes in Ships, and ſmall breaches inwalls, being 
negleaed, leeſe both Ships and Cities. And ſuch 
Trade(men,; as tn their accounts regard not mal] 
ſummes, wil quickly. proue Banke-rupts. Diſobe- 
 dience, though in-neuerſo ſmall matters.as in cating 
of an Apple, gathering a few ſtickes on the Sab- 


milo exiguo, 
gue & m mag- 
#0 diſco,ita vbi 
parua init ge 
FUNENY 20078 107 
nuitar iuftitie 
magnitudo;inde 
Apoftolus acri- 
ter adeo incre- 
patinre parud. 
1-Cor.6. prop- 
ter infliciam, 
£havitatem,que 
in rebus quam- 
libet parvulis 


magna ſunt, 


bath , looking into, and ronching of the Arke, are 
yet in Godsaccount, 'no {mall matters; For how ſe- 
nerely hath hee puniſhed all theſe, chan which yer 
what can wee imagine ſlighter? Bur it is nor the 
ſmalneſſe of the thing, that leſſens either our obe- 


dience or diſobedience. There is the ſamereaſon of: 
roundnefle in a (mall ball, which isin a greater one: 


and ſo of obedience, or diſobedience, in ſmalleror 
greater matters. A little thing is lictle but fairhful- 
neſſe,and ſoalſo vnfaithfulneſle in a little, is a great 
marter: For it is Gods Commandemenr that ties ro 
obedience in leſſer things, as well as in Jremery and 
| that is deſpiſed, as well in the breach of the leſſer, as 
of the greacer. Ler vs not then thinke thar any ſinne 
is lizcle;fince the very leaſtare commirted againſt ſo 
{great a God, and bring vpon vs {o great a danger: 
Moxe by far, in ſome reſpedts, then doe thoſe which 
wee 


| 


| 


1 
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come to the fight ofthem, arid ſo'ro repentance” for 
chem:whereas in the lefſer, we nor diſcerning them, 
through this deceirfulnefſe of heart,to bes finnes at 
all, goe on in them, without repentance; and ſo 
| through irrepentance inthe lefſer, lie-opeti ro that 
danger, which by repentance, wee happily eſcaped 
in rhe greater. = | 

| 2. Beſides thisthere isalſo another deecir, that 
if we will yeild tothis little; weeſhall nofarther'be 
| :mportuned for any more. For'howfoenter the be- 
| ginnings of fin are very modeſt and maiden-lihe, and 
the fluggard craves but 4/itthe ſieep,but's little ſinm- 
ber, as Auſten in his firſt connerſiow: yerfins of an 


riſing, yer ſpreads and inlarpes irfelfe in going; as 
4 ga#grene, it creepes'on by degrees, from one part 
| ro another; rill' the end it'hane (confirmed the 
\whole.'So:thar grant ic bur a ##/e, and this 1377/4 
will quickly come to a great deale : Gine it but an 
inch,andic will take an el, Lerrhe Serpent but wind 
in his head, and hee will drawhis whole body after. 


| night, yea, andrill rowardsthe euen of the nexr day, 
Indger 19. Hhe had named the whole time ar 6rft, 
| and prayed him to hane ſtayed rwodayes longer, he 
had never obtained it : Bur ar firſt, craving onely 


through their deceirfu!ll modeſty of asking bur a lir- | 


tle 
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we count the greater-Forin the prearer wee ſooner| 


zxcroachimg nature. like the rivers, fmall ar'the firft | 


[When the Leuites Father m Law had drawne hitn/ 
ro ſtay till noone,he drew him on further to ftay all 


halfe a day, he comes ar length roger two dayes. If 
/ our hearts ſhould demand'all rharthey will bring vs 
|to in the end, they would' never bee heard : but' | 
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tle, by degrees theyquickly entice ys onto more. 
How true this s,wil eaſily appeare.if cither we look 
ro the matter of feith,or of marners:; For the matter 
of feith.or doctrine, witnefle the Popjſh ſuperſtition, 
in moſt ofher horrible herefies, which were not fo 
arofle. arthe fixft,, as now they are; but after that the: 
ſeeds and fountations of :them were ſecretly layde' 
inthe groundin the Primitiue Church, the degene- 
rating apes 'thatfucceeded, added, one this piece, 
_ | another: char, tiil'ar length, in proceſſe of time, 
they came to that monſtrous deformitie,which now 
wee (ee, The primacie of the Romrave Biſhop at firit, 
was. onely inregard of order and howoxr, not of the 
power andinrifdidion,which afterward /he obtained. 
Monaffticall life at firſt was only for ſafety in time of 
perſecution;and the Monaſteries of the ancient were 
not much differing from our Colledges. | The vſe of | 
Images ia Churches was firſt onely hiſtoricalcafter-| 
ward, thns much being granted,the idoJatrous heart | 
of man neuer gaue ouer, till the religiows vie obtai- 
ned.Such is the dangerof yeelding but to the very 
leaſt occaſions and beginnings oferrourand idola- 
rry-Miletizs his image cameont of his priuate parlor 
into the common hall,then into theſtreer,next into 
| the Charch-yard, then to the porch of the Church, 
| after that ro be on the wall, laſt of all it gar vpon the 
Altar it ſelfe, After 4has hadmade his wicked altar, 
and offered vpon it, he brought itinto the Temple, 
farſtſerringit by the brazen akarbutthen he brought 
ir further jnto the houſe, and aduanced itto higher 
lace,and fer iron the aorthſide of Gods Altar. Loe, 
ow Idolarrie ſecretly, and by ſtealth, creepes - 
an 


—_—_ 


— 


an 


|rers(as wee count them) make way, and pave a cau- 


but once in the Be/frez, icwill neuer leaue till it bee. 
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_— 


and gers reome of the erath;,firſt; for one arme,then 
for another,. then for the otherparts,. till at.lengrh 
the truth it ſelfe be wholly inſtled our, If.errourger 


in the Chascel:if it may be (uffred to be inthe porch, 
it- will not bee long but you ſhall ſee it poſſeſſed of 
the Chxrch ir ſelfe, andierting icin the Pulpit, Whar 
ſhall wee ſay then to thoſe reconcilers of vsand the 
Romanifts,that would haue vs yeeld in ſome things, 


the water muſt needs runne amaine ? If the gate 
be ſet open, the-beſieging enemie will enter. Whar 
ſhall we ſay likewiſe to thoſe that thinke it noſuch 
great matterto yeeld vnto ſhewes and appearances 
of Idolatrie? as for Travellers into Idolatrous pla» 
ces to ſhew ſome kinde of reuerence to the-Hoſt, to 
kiſſe the Popestoe; if yet theſe bee ſhews onely of 
Idolarry, certainly theſe are but ſhooing-hormes, to 
draw on further matters. Therefore the leaſt ſinnes 
in cuery Commandement are reproached with the 
name of the greateſt; as, the vnchaſte.glance ob the 
eye with adultery, and Pax/calsthe Corinthians fir- 
ting downe at the IdolatrousFeaft,though without 
allintent of honouring the -Idoll, by the odious 
name of ido/atry:becaule theſe-lefler and perttic mat- 


ſey for the-greater. Hence it was that Teb freed him- 
ſclfe, not onely fromthe grofſer Idolatry, but euen 
from the leaſt{hew of it, in outward fMhions ; nor 
onely from - worſhipping the Sanne and Moone,, 
but cuen from his hands kiffng of his mouth; . a: 


tr 


vnato them? Afauredly,if once the ſluces bee opened | 


geſture onely of adoring. And becauſe herein our 
p hearts| 


| 
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The deceit fulneſſe of Mens heart. 


hearrs notably iuggle, therefore hee ſaith; 1f mize 
heart hath beene dereined in ſecret,or if my hand hath 
kiſſed my EY ſhewing, thar ir is a pert of 
our hearts deccirfulnefle to draw vs on firſt to theſe 
marters of lefſe account, that afterward wee might 
che more cafily digeſt the greater. Of this Moſes ſec 
meth toſpeake, when hee ſaith to 1/rael, beware, leſt 


your hearts deceive you:namely,vpon occafion of that 
great proſperitic before ſpoken of, thet going backe, 
at the firſt onely from your feruour and zeale in my 
true feruice, at length, by degrees, yow ſhall worſhip 
ſtrange Gods, and bow downe anto them. Wherefore 
let no man decciue himſelfe, ſaying : O this is but a 
{mall matter, why ſhould any ſtand fo much vpon 
this? Yea, bur this ſmall matrer is a ftrong carrt-rope 
ro plucke greater after it.A little heaven kaneneth the 
whole Immpe: A little ſparke often kindlesa great fire, 


deuouring to deftrudtion. Affuredly in the inſtice of | 
God, puniſhing ſmaller ſinnes with greater, they 
that make no conſcience of ſmaller vnrruths , in 
time come ro haue fo large conſciences, and wide 
throats, that they can ſwallow downe groſſe errors, 
as it were great gobs at once. Hauing fallen ro the 
Deuils potzege, they will ſhorely cat of his fieſh, and 
from cating ofthe hxsks of Grapes, they will come 


| at length to eat ofrhe Grapes them(clues; and from | 


this, roche drinking of Wwe it ſelfe. For wheras it is 


onely the commandement of the Lord that bindes 
vsin the greater matters, hee that hath boldly be- 


{ gunro ſhake offthis yoke in the leſſer, what is there | 
{chat can/hold him faſt to the Lord inthe greater? 


Chryſoſtome is very zealous in this point, writing | 


vpon! 


"The drtflnſeof lems beer, 


vpon thoſe words of Paxh,concerning thoſe that vr- 
ged the ceremonies of Moſes : but there ar: ſore that 

world onerthrow the Goſpel of Chrift. Why but, (aith 

that Father , #hey reteined the Goſpell, © onely they 
* would have broughtin a Iewiſh rite, or two : And 

« yet the Apoſtle ſayes, that hereby the Goſpell is 
* ſubuerted; to ſhew how bur alittle thing, being 

* yntowardly mingled, mars all: For as in the Kings 

© coyne, hee that clips off bur a little of his: Image 

< ſtamped thereon, imbaſeth the whole piece: ſo if 
* any ſhall overthrow bur the leaſt parcell of the 

*truth, ir is wholly corrupted, from theſe begin- 

« nings proceeding alwayesto worſe things: where 
«are they now who condemne vs as contentious, 

* becauſe of our diſagreement with Heretickes? ler 
© them heare what Pev/ ſaith, namely, thar they did 
* ouerthrow the Goſpel], who brought in bur a lit- 

*tle innouation. So dangerous did rhis holy 

man holdit, to yeeld,though never ſo lite, to er- 

rour, becauſe of this deceir, whereby rhe whole 

truth is ſecretly vndermined : Wee won! not gine 
Place,laith Part, by ſwbiedtion owe howre, to Moſaique 
Rites, vxged by the falſe Apoſtles, that the truth of 
the Goſpell Gndangeredby like by thoſe Rites)wight 

contipue. If we.nenerſo little ſpe of the cup of er- 
' rour, we ſhalldrinke dur full draught, yea, wee ſhall 

goc on in corowſing till\we be drunke therewith, If 
' wee begin neuero little to nibble-ypon theſe meats, 


| wee ſhall fall our ſelues with them, and earerill we 
lurfet, 


Neither is this perſwaſion from the ſmalneſle of | 


the finne, deceirfull onely in marter of doctrine, but 


| 
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The deceit fulneſſe of Mans heart. | 
alſo of life, and conuerſation. Witnefſethe many 
experiences of Gods children, who,winking at ſmal- 
ler ſinnes,haue beene plunged into greater,and yet 
(fo cunningly and cloſely is this deceit carried they 
haue not eſpied the change: For that which our $4- 
»iour ſpeaketh concerning the grouth of grace, that 
it is inſenſible, like te that of the Corne, where the 
ſeed ſprings and growes, fitſt the blade, then the 
eare, then the full corne,the husbandman wot lyow- 
ing how, may as truly be ſaid concerning the grouth 
ofwickednefle : Afrer that the ſmaller ſeeds cf this 
vnhappy cock/e and darnel/ are once receiued into 
our hearts, they ſhoor forth,and ill riſe higher and 
higher, withour our feeling or diſcerning, becauſe 
of this creeping,ftealing and deceirfull pace of ſin, 


' whereby ſtep' by ſtep, by lirtle and liecle, it aſcen- 
 deth vp in vs,tillicbe come to his full height. Hence 
that admonition , Remember from whence thou art 
fallen. For webecauſe we fall by degrees,our hearts 
deceirfully getting this /zt#/e,do nor{o wel perceiue 
how farre we are fallen,till we caſt back our eyes to 
that high hill where we ſtood before, andthen wee 
{ce how-miſerably we haue beene decciued. 

Flatter we not rhen-our ſclues in this deceit. Say 
not of any of thy infirmities, as -Lo? of his T ſor, Oh 
is not this a little one? May 1 not be diſpenſed with 
forthis lirtle;ſo I go no further? may 1 not giue mine 
eye libertic ro wander a little in wanton glances? 
may I not looſe the reines ro my tongue, to friske 
it out a little in ſome idle.and laſciuious ſpeeches? 
may -I not vnſhakle my feere, and giue them leaue 
to carry me touch and ſuch placet? may Inot m 
M | j 

| — 


_ 


{ded them, then they tell vs, that hauing done fo 
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all chis.ſo 1 doe no mare,ſo I breake not ontinto 7 
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outward a&s of vncleanneſſe? No more, O fnole? 
How canſt thou chuſebur doe more? Thinkeſt thou | 
a dogge will runne away fromrhee, as long as thou | 
caſteſt him bread? or that flaxe will not conceiue | 
flame, when thou putreſt fire thereto? or that thou | 
canſt carry burning coales in thy boſome, and not | 
be burnt?No.no.If once thou haſt let looſe the reins 
of theſe madde horſes, thou maiſt not looke to ſtay 
them when thou wouldeft. If once thou gineſt leave 
ro thy corrupt affeCtions to beginne to play their 
parts, thou ſhalt hardly make them giue ouer. 
Though ar firſt =_ bee but weake, yer afterward 
they raiſe vp their ſpirirs,and ger ſtrengrh in going. 
Eaſter it is tokeep themour,thento thruſt chem our 
Heare not then thoſe cunning inſinuarions of thy : 


heart,oh but ali/tleidleneſſe,bur a /zt?/e wantonnes, | 
a /ittl: fooliſhneſſe, andthen we haue done; oh but 
chis /zttle ſtretches it ſelfe farre.'T his ſomewhat goesa 
great way, and will not ſtay where we would. The 
Prouerbe is falſe here, Modicum on nocet *: A litile 
hurts not. Yes, alittle hurts a great deale, Litrle ſins 
vſher great ones, and bring theminrto the cloſers of 
our hearts. And here behold a notable peece of 
cunning fraudin theſe crafry hearts of ours. In per- 
{wading and inueagling vs to ſinne, they vrge hard 
that ir 1s but a (zz/e they craue : what? will you ſtick 
with vs forſo lietle?but when this lirtle is once yeel- 


much jt makes no great matter, if now we goe a lit- 
tle further:We cannot bee much worſe, then wee 


are. As when we haue miſpent ſome part of the day 
in 
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in idlenefſe, then it reaſens thus with vs. Now thon 
haſt loſt this part of it,thou canſt doe no great good 
with the remainder:it were euen beſt to be idle till, 
Thelike may bee (aid in the manner of lying, thee- 
uing, vncleanneſſe > When wee hane but yeelded 
2 lictle, then our hearts tell vs, we hane cracked our 
credit with that wee haue done already ; wee are as 
good go forward now,as ſtand ffill. Hence it is, thar 
when men haue once begun to finne in any kinde, 
they haueſo luſtily Jaſhed on : As Tacob in his lying 
to his Father Tſaac, firſt, 7477 Eſau, Ec. then being 
demanded how hee came to his veniſon ſo quick- 
ly,he goeth further,moſt indignely abuſingthe holy 
name.of God himſelfe, The Lord thy God brought it 


{ 2,Sam- 14-24- 


| 
| 


to my hand. So Saul in his ſwearing and curſing: firſt, 
Curſed be the man that eateth food till might : then, as 
the Lord lineth that ſaueth Iſrael; though it bee Tona- 
than he. ſhaft die. And againe, God doe ſo,and more alſo | 
enleſſe thou die the death Tonathan. So Peter, from 
one deniall, ruſhes on to a ſecond, athird;and from 
a ſimple denyall, to a denyall with execrarion. Ower 
ſheo:'s, oner bootes, as we ſay. Solike in this regard 
are the waters of finne to thoſe in Eze#zel. For they 
come ſtealing on vs by degrees, andriſe from rhe 
ankles to the knees, and ſo higher and higher. Yer 


227 


b 


heerein vnlike, that they ſtay not ar the chinne,as 
thoſe do, bur goe ouer headand eares, and drowne 
vs in perpetuall perdition. Wee mutt then carry a 
ſtrair hand ouer our hearts, and-bee as far from grati- 
fying them in theſe their /iz#es of ſinne, as wiſer 
Phyſitians are their patients, in their lictles of meats 


and drinks hurtfall. For it fareth with vs in ſinning, 
as | 


_ 
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chough ar firſt we purpoſed ro-eat little or nothing. 
Andas we get a ſtomacke, and prouoke our appe- 


deſire after ſinne increaſed by beginning to fin, For 
as euery good worke increaſeth our holineſſe.and ſo 
habiliry for obedience, according to that of S. Pal, 
Being made the ſeruants of God you bane your fruit in 
holineſſe : {o every (in addeth ro our pollution, lea- 
uing behind ir a kind of ſtaine in the ſoule;whereby 
iris the readier for further diſobedience. Whence: 
ic comes to paſſe, that hauing begun to ſay yes to 
ſiane,bur,fora lictle, we find it ſo hardafterward to 
ſay it ay, in farre greater matters, and hauing ſatiſ- 
fied the ſmaller requeſts of ſinne wee axe made farre 
more eaſte and inclinable vnto her greater de- 
mands.Hence that warning of the Apoſtle, Bee not 
deceined : Enill words corrupt good manners.Y our de- 
ceirfull heart will beare you in hand,that it matters 
not ſo much for wordsit is but aſmall matter, what 
words or phraſes one vſes. Bur the truth is, euill 
words as ſmall as you make of them, will bring on. 
euill deeds. Monica, Auſtens mother(as himſelfe re- 
ports.it) when ſhe was a maide, beganne to fipa lir- 
tle wine, as ſhe poured itforth for her parents : But 
marke what followed ypon this ſipping. Daily ad- 
ding,ſaith Az(c#, vnto her firſtliecle, new littles; 
becauſe hee that maketh nobones of ſmall matters, 
by lirtle and little will fall tro greater; ſhee came to 
that paſſe,that ſhee could with great greedines draw 
dry almoſt whole cups full of wine. Loe what comes 


a . —_ - | F | 
as in eating, where one birt drawes downe another; 


tite, ſomerimesby eating, ſos our fitneſle for, and | 
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bur of ſipping and kiſſing the cup. Burtthe exam 
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4d eti ” 
Jeans beene brought to that height of defeRtion; no. No 
man ſuddenly becomes notoriouſly wicked, fpecial- | 


of Alipiws, related alſo by the ſame Father, is farre 
more remarkeable; who being importuned by his 
companions to goto thoſe bloudy fpeQtacles of rhe 
 gladiatory combars, at length with much adoe hee 


[ 


them ſo much) that hee would keepe his eyes ſhur 
andſo be abſenr, cuen whilſt hee was preſent,ouer- 
comming both his friends,by going with them, and 
alſothe fights ro which he went with them, by be- 
ing bur a blinde beholder of them. Bur being come 
cthicther, and vpon the fall of one of the fighters the 
___ making a great out-cry, hee could no longer 
hold his eyes ſhur, but longing to ſee what the mat- 


rous ſight, and fed them with the cruell pleaſure 
thereof.So that now,faies Auſtew, he was not the ſame 
he that came que! 0 one of that multitude towhich 
he was come, a right companion of thoſe to whom hee 
came. He beheld and looked on with the reſt, cryed out 
with them,was inflamed with therw.and carried thence 
that madneſſe, which wrought in him an itch of retur- 


4 companion, but before them.as a captain end ring-tea- 
der of many others. But among all examples there is 
none to that of Ss/omons. The beginning of whoſe 
ouerrhrow was from this deceit. It had beene a hard 
matter for ſo excellent a man ar firſt daſh ro have 


ly having beenejeminently vertuous before,but ſtep 

by ſtep,peece and peece,heere a little, and there a 

lietle.L oe therefore how Salorrons deceirfull hearr 
foyle 


yeelded, yer purpoſing wich himſelfe , (and telling | 


ter was, opened them, fixed them vpon that barba- | 


ning.not onely with them that brought him thither, as | 
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moderate vle of pleaſures,inthemſclueslawful,per- 
ſwadinghim yer that he ſhould ſtill, rogerher with 


| the vſc of them, retaine his wiſdome ,his piety. Bur 


in the cuent it proued otherwiſe. As the loue of 
pleaſures wenr in,ſo the loue of godlinefſewent our 
by degreeshiszeale cooled,hisforwardneffe ſlacked, 
The exceſſane vie & loue of lawful pleaſures, brought 
him firſt ro a defeFize loue of Gods word,andfrom 


and then bodily adultery brought him ar tengrh ro 
ſpiriruall, enen to fearefull idolatry, as is oblerued 
by Nehemiah. 

| Our wiſedomethen muſt be to take heed ( as the 
ApoſHe admoniſheth) of this deceirfulneſi2 of ſemne, 


| leſt we be hardned.and habiruated in finne. For a 


habic and hardneffe of finne comes not at firſt, bur 
by degrees; when by receiving the ſeed of enill 
and enrifing thoughts, wee come ro- conceiue, and 
then, as Tamesſhewerth, luſt haning conceined, ſin is 


| brought forth,& being brought forth is perfeFed by 


daily praGiſe, which bringerh cx/ore, and cxuſtorme 
neceſſity : So thatrnow wee are miſerablyinthralled 
to ſinne. Sith then wee cannor well bee rid of this 


1 gueſt, if once entertained, let vs bee wary how wee 


enter intothe leaſt parly with him:ſince when wee 
are once entred but alitle into this countrey, wee 
know not well how to getour;it is beſt for vs not ro 
come neere fo much asro rhe confines and borders 
thereof. Ir is not good comming within the reach 
of the Lyon, for feare of being caughr. Neither is 


chence ro the lone of-vnlawfal pleaſures in women; | 


it good to come neere the banks ſide,for feare offal- 
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foyled him,firſt onely drawing him to the more ms | 
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lyro-auoid ſinne irſclfe,bur alſo things ſeeming in- 
different, that may role and draw vs on to finne: | 
And he inſtances in laughter, and quipping,and de-| 
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| might haue drawne them on thereto: And Eve ha» 


[negle&ted.,, haue bred rancklings- in the fleſh, and 


licious feaſting, from whence haue growne many 
\miſchiefes. Theſe indifferenethings, at leaſt (0 ſec-| 
ming, he accounts the edge of the bil}, and bids vs; 
rake heede how we vſethem. And in truth rhough 
ſuch things may ſeeme nothing, yer there is much 
deceitand danger in them : They are like. E/zas his 
cloud, whichar firſt ſeemes very little, no bigger 
then ones hand, yetby and by ir ouer-ſpreads the 
whole skie, and cauſerh a daſhing ſhower. Where- 
fore, as the Propher in the firſt riſing of the cloud, 
bade the King hiehim to his chariot,to auoyd the 
tempeſt,{c muſt we,fore-ſeeing the danger of agreat 
\rempeſt; euen in theſe ſo little clouds, flye to our 
ſhelrer preſenely. The Tewes being forbidden to 
make couenants with the Gezti/es, rhey alſo abſtai- 
ned from drinking with them, becauſe. that was a 
ceremony vſedin ſtriking of couenants, and ſo ir 


ning receiped' a: commandement from God, onely: 
nor to egte,ſayes ſhe munſt not touch the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge of good and euill; For touching 
might hane drawne on taſting: The like warinefle if 
we ſhall vſe, then may we eſcape this deceifull ſnare 
of our falſe and fraudulent hearts. Otherwile, if we 
be too roo regardlefſe of ſmaller matters, of the oc- 
caſions and preparatiue to finne, quickly ſhall wee 
| be caught. And as in the body-little pricks ofa pin 


thence | 
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thence worle matters haue followed, euen death ir 
\.ſelfeat laſt:ſo here in'the ſoule, our connivence and 
 ouer»fauourable :indulgences to ourſmalerſinnes, 
cannot but invite and call, yea,'and with a magneti- 
call kinde of attration forcibly draw vnto vs fur» 
ther and farre more dangerous miſchiefes, 

| The 2k3rddeceirtis;to rickle our affetions,and ſer 
| our defires a float, by preſenting vnro'vs the-peere 
'and pure pleaſure of finne. For howſoeuer the plea- 
ſure of finne be a painefull pleaſure, a ſoure-{weer, 
-which hath muchbirrernefſe-mixed; yetourhearts 
{cunningly hide and conceale rhat. The flefly by ve- 
hemency of tempration raiſeth ſuch clouds,thar rhe 


| lighrof our vaderſtandingis taken away:as in Dauid 
4n bis adultery.the fleſh'did ſo poſſefle him with the 
apprehenſion of the preſent pleaſurable delight of 
| his finne, that hee could not rhinke of that ſhame, 
| that griefe,thoſe wounds of conſcience, thoſe bro- 
| kers borzes hoſe ſharpe correftions that were to fol- 
4ow: Thus the Dinell dealt with our Sauiour, | hee 
ſhewed him the world andall the glory thereof:tur 
there was allo much griefe as well as glory in rhe 
world; but hee would ſhew him none of that. So 
there's farre more gall and bitterneſſe, then hony 
\and{weetnefle infin; yeronr deceitful! hearts will 
| not letvstake any notice thereof :like the Iſraelites, 
that could remember thefleſh-pors and onions, but 
nor-the brickes nor the bondage of Ezypr. Thus we 
denide that of Szlowoy;Go to.,young man, let thy heart 
cheere thee in the dazes of thy yoath, ec, ſupprefling 
that which followes, But krow that for all this, God 
will bring theeto indgement. Tims che impure wan- 
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| ron deceiueth himſelfe, who harkneth wo the freer 


voice ofthe flattering harlot.Sto/ne waters are ſweet, 
and the bread of deceit is pleaſant : Butt hee knowes not 
ſaith Salomon, that the dead are there, and that her 
gweſts are in the depth of hell. This deceit is much 
like that of boyes, hiding apinne ina faire roſe,and 
ſo pricking rhoſe that ſmell ro it ; or like that of 
tradeſmen, that ſhew their chapmenthe better part 
of the cloth, and hide the worſe. Bur to deliner our 
ſcluesfrom the danger of this deceir, we muſt,when 
we arethus rempted with the ſenſe of preſent plea- 
ſure, caſt onr eyes beyond-it,and looke behind ir,to 
ſee the taile it hath of many forrowes and vexations. 
We muſt labour as wel to foreſee what is to come.as 
to ſee whar is preſent. Doth the Dinell ſhew thee, as. 
once ourSauior,a goodly ſight of honor,glory,plea- 
ſare,profit,&c. in ſin? That thou maiſt not be innei- 
led therewich,thou muſt pur down his fight with a- 
nother ſight of ſhame,rerror,torment here &in hel, 
and other ſuch like atrendaners of fin, which are to be 
ſeen inthe word. Think as well of the ſoure ſauce.as: 
the ſweet mearz as well of Zaels nayle to pierce our 
remple,as of her milk & lodging to relieve our thirſt 
&wearines;as wel of Dalilahs ſciflersto cut our haire, 
as of her lap to lull vs afleepe;as wel of the pricking 
as of the pleaſantnes of the hawthorne. The Greeke 
Poet ſaies wirtily,1fthe pain of the head-ach were before 
the jb:ſure of tlewine,none would bedrunk.If we could 
in ourapprehenſion teel the pain of fin before hand, | 
wee would eſcape the ſnake that lies hid vnder the 
greene grafle,the hooke that lies couered vnder the 
pleaſant bait. This is Selowors aduice in the tempra- 
t tion 
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tion to drunkennes,cuen then when our teerh are ſer 
on water with the pleaſant colour of the wine ſprin- 
| kling and leaping in the glaſſe, tro remember thar yet 
is the end it wil bite like a ſerpent hurt like a cocka- 
| zrice. And ſo in temptation to vncleannes by the fair 
ſpeech and allurihg beauty of the harlot,to remem- 
berthart her latter end s bitter as wormwood, Eſharper 
then any twe edged ſword: For here truely hath place 
| that ſpeech of 4bzer to Toab, Knoweſt thou not it will 
be —_— in the latter end? Sinne may well bring 
with it a flattering pleaſure in the entry, but ir al- 
wayes cloſes with 2 bitter remorſe inthe end. 
| The 4.deceit is, when ir perſwaderh vsto ſin, vpon 
hope of Gods mercy for pardon, This is a very vſu- 
all & dangerous decen.Like rhat ofthe dine!sto our 
Saviour, = thy ſelfe aowne headlong, for the Angels 


implunge your {clues intothis or thae ſin,the mercy 
{ ofGod ſhal helpe you our;Poyſon rhy felfe, here is a 
counter-poyſon; Breake thy head; here is a plaiſter; 
Surfer,here isa Phyfition. An intolerable thing ir is, 
that the mercy of God,the onely inuiter andprouo- 


naughty hearts ofours, ſhould be made an allurer & 
very bawd as it wereto all filrhinefſe.There is mercy 


red. And the loue of Chriſt conſtraines Paw/ to duty. 
| Thereforeſee what noble deceivers our hearts are, 


! thar can make that an enticerto fin,which of ir ſelfe |. 


| is the onely powerfull and conſtraining perſwader to 
godlineſſe:Burlerthem take heed leſt theixhope of 


mercy | 


ſhall beare thee vp:So ous hearts to vs,caſt your ſelues | 


ker of our obedience.,through the ſophiſtry of theſe | 


with thee.ſaith the Propher, what?rhat thou mighreit | 
be deſpiſed, blaſphemed?no.that thou mrightſ? be fea-| 
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mercy be not prefumprion, As aman paſſing 'ouer 
a bridge, which his falſe ſpetacles make ro ſeeme 
broader then indeede it is,being thereby deceined, 
goes beſides thebridge, and ſo is drowned : fo is ir 
withthoſe, whoſe deceitfull hearts make the bridge 
of Gods mercy larger thenit is, they are in danger 
offalling beſide ir,inrothe waters of eternal] deſtru- 
tion. For though Gods mercie be of the largeſt ex- 
tent, yet it is bounded with his truth. And therefore 
vſually in the Scriptures we find theſe two coopled 
together, Gods, mercy, and his ?rath. Sothar Gods 
mercy may not bee ſuch , whereby his truth in any 
thould beimpeached, as ir ſhouldif itbee proſtitu- 
red it (elfe indifferently. and promiſcuouſly to all, 
| as well the inſalent: and impenitenr, as the povre; | 
; humble, and broken hearted ſinner; For vatotheſe 
| latter onely is this matter of promiſe made: Andif 
|rothe others the gate of mercy ſhould be ſer open, 
| Gods merties (as 82/owonſayes of rhe wickeds.thar | 
they are cruel] mercies) ſhould bee falſe and vniuſt 
mercies : But God neuer yetlearned ſo to be merci- 

| full, as to make hiraſelte falſe,and vnfairhfull. 
| The ffthdeceit is, when our hearts, the betrerro 
| hearten vs to ſinne, plead the neceffity of liuing in 
chis world,and maintaining our ſelues and our char- 
ges. O wee muſt needs live, ſay ſome : And valeſſe 
.we doethus, andthus (ſay, breake the Sabbath, lie, 
{weare,defraud, &c;) wee cannot line. Eſax vnder 
this pretence ſoldaway heauen : Hee was very hun- 
gry.and knowing not how to relicue the neceſſity of 
hunger otherwiſe then by accepting of Tacobs con- 
dicions, accepted them :1 muſt maintaine my _ 
aith 


— 


h ———_— 


T he deceitfulneſſe of Mans heart. 


ſaith Eſar; At this preſent T cannot withour ſome. 
food;food I ſee none but my brothers potrage; This 
I cannot haue, without I buy it with my vireh-ciohe: 


And thus he deceiuved himſelfe, The like deceit we | 


ſhall ſce in Demetrims the filuer-{mith, who pleades 
hard for Dia»2, and the worſhip of her Images, by 
this very argument: Six#s,ye know that bythis craft we 
haue our goods : If Diana goe downe,our liuing goes 
downe with her. Thus would Satan haue beguiled 
Chriſt, when in his hunger he perſwaded him to re- 
lieue himſelfe by turning ſtones into bread : And in- 
deed to ger our bread by falſhood, oppreſhon,wrong 
orany indireſt courſe, is a kinde of turning ſtones 
into bread : And what good, will ſuch bread do vs? 
Bread made of ſtones fhall turne into ſtones, even 
in the very eating, The bread of deceit, though ne- 
uer ſo pleaſant yet in the mouth proues bur pgrauell, 
ſaith Salomon, Prou.20,17. And no maruell, It was 
made of grauell and-ftones; And ſorerurifes to his 
firſt ſubſtance. Another remedy againſt this deceit. 
is to oppoſe a greater neceſſity of our ſoules living 
both here and hereafter with God. What doſt thou 
tell me ofthe neceſſity of thy lining here ? There 
is one onelyneceſſity, for which there is no excule, | 
andis, not to offend God. Oxe thing is needfull, (airh 
Chriſt, to prouide for thy foule againſt hexcafrer, 
whatſoeper become of this carrionly carkaſſe of 
thine. This isthe farre greater neceſſity of the two. 
Itis notthen ſimply neceſlary for thee to live here; 
Or ifit were, yet not to live by ſuch wicked meanes, 
which thine owne vnbelecuing heart ſuggeſterh. 
Ma# lines not by bread onely, but by enery word that 
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ceeds out of the mouth of God, And the inſt man lines 
even this his remporall life alſo, not by theſe and 
rheſe ſhifrs, bur by bis faith : And rhar is his meate 
in the wanr of other things, according to that of the 
Prophet, Truſt in the Lord, and doe good; dwell in the 
land, and feed thy ſelfe by, or with, thy Faith, as Tre-' 
melins reades it. And thus we haue handled five de- 
ceits which our hearrs vſe in perſwading vs to ſinne. 


There remaines yet diuers others, which wee will 
ſpeake of inthe 


| Of nine more deceits th the ſame kinde. 
SIT cent ro proceed forward with theſe de- 


ceits; the next dere#t is, A pretence that wee 
will doſuch and ſuch things (euulll & vngod-! 
ly)only fpr ?rials ſake, thar by-our owne experience 
we may the beter learn the vanity of ſin. For example 
fome will goe purpoſely to ſee Maſſe, ro the end as 
they ſay, thar they ſeeing rhe fooliſhnefſe and fil- 
rhineſſe thereof might learne to loath it the more. 
The like prerenceis vſed for ſeeing of plaies,that by 
ſeeing many filthy ſins (which the Apoſtles wonld 
not haue once ſo much as to bee named) repreſen- 
red and ated on rhe ſtage , wee ſhall leamne ro 
hate thoſe vices the more . Bur G O D hath ap- 
poinred berrer ſchoole-miſtrefſes for the hatred of 
ſinne, then the pradtiſe of ſinne. Why ſhould wee 


| this hatred of finne, and deviſe other meanesof our | 
| owne ? Is this the beſt way to learne continency,ro 
EXET=: 
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exerciſe and trade ourſclues in vncleanne ffe? Was 
there. ener any thar learned ſobriery by haunting 
Tauernes and Ale-houſes?: zxemperance our of the 
ſchoole of Epicuriſme?chaſtity inthe ftewes?Edeny 
not but God, who draweth light our of darkeneſle. 
can heale the wound of the viper with the fleſh of 
the viper,and cat makefin,contraryro his dwne ina- 
ture,to work our good,drining om one poytdn with 
| another. Whar then? becauſe the learned Phyſitian 
| can healevs with poyſon, ſhal wetherefore be ram- 


we may quickly mcetewith:death;No, 84/omontiim- 
| ſelfe was deceived in this poyur; as his Ereleſigtes 
' ſheweth : And his experience may teach vs, how 
dangerous it isto try the hear of the fire by putring 
in our finger. Hee gate hitn(ctfeto apleaſurablede- 
licious life only for tryall ſake,to make proofe of it, 
what was in it :thatif he could noc find happy tran- 
quyliry of mind, hee might leans ic \fowach the 
more willingly. Burt alas; tiow miferably:was hee 
hampered in rhe ſnares rhercof?How was he by this 
meanes drawne on tothat fearefu}l Apoftarie in his 
old age ? ſhall nor his experience make vs wiſc ſhall 
2a8y man now thinke hee: cannow ſafety beare thar 
burchen, which bath already broken Surpſons back? 
| The ſexeath deceit is, when we ground:our liber- 
; ty which we take of finning,vponthoſegood, either! 
| graces we;haue , or actions we doe 5 perſwading our 
| ſeluesrhar-2 lirtle dramme of ſome'goodneſſe in vs 
| wil weigh downe many talents 'of wickednefſe.For: 


pering with them our ſelves? Sb in ſtead of theatth |. 
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-vertue, rather then vertueit-ſelfe. Thus the ciuill 


cunning and crafrieare our hearts) many, nor ſleigh- 
rerinfirmitiesonely , but cuen grofſer deformiries 
alſo vader ſome one; poore, petty, happily ſhow of 


man thinks his prophanenefle and careleſnes in re- 
ligion js ſufficiently couered vnder his vprightnes, 
and iaſtdealing. in the things of this life. The glo- 
zing hypocrite thinkes: bis zeale in outward profel- 
fing may. beare him our in his vacharitable, vorigh- 
reous, aud ynreaſonable dealing with men. As if 
| Herod ſhould baue rhovghr his hearing of zohnaſuf- 
ficient priuiledge to him forhis inceſt. Thusnotably 
doe our hearts decciue vs,making vs belceue that a 
pou heape of chaffe can lie hid vader a little hand- 

ull of cone, thar a lictle dimme candle-lighrt can 
chaſe away the foggy palpable darknefle of Egypt. 
Whereas the contrary is the truth, that our little 
goodis rather obſcuredand ecclipſed with our many 
and great cuils.. Asin the parable of the ſower, the 
thorny ground is. ſaid 'to bring forth no fruir, Luke 
8. 4-and yet before, zerſe ſeauen, it was ſaid that 
che thornes ſprung vp with the ſecede: ſo that rhe 
ſeede did not periſh in the ground , but ſprou- 
red forth, and yeeided ſome fruit; and yer be- 
cauſe, as Merke 1ayes, the thornes grew vp, or aſ- 


therefore the fruir of this ground is no fruic : it 
lies buried vnder the rhornes, it isouertopped, and 
choaked by them. Loe now, the fruit doe's nor co- 
uer the thorxes,but the thorxesthe frait. Iris not ſaid 


cended,as Metthew ſpeaketh,namely,aboue the fruir, | 


there were no#hornes, becauſe of ſome hopefull be- 
ginnings of fruit, but contrarily, no fruit becauſe of 


| the 
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the thornes thriuing, andincreafing. Were'it not 
abſurd ro reaſon thus, what though there bee many 

poiſonfull herbs in the pot?yer thereare ſome good 

ones, and ſo, the porridge may bee good, Nay, ifa- 
mong many good hearbes, there were but one poy- 
ſonfull in the por, a man mighr ſay trnely, Death js 
in the pot. yea, that there were no good hearbe in it; 
becauſe the poyſon of the one hath taken away all 
the conduit ofrhe other. So in truth where there 
is but any one ſin nouriſhed 2nd foſtered, all other 
our graces are not onely bJemifhed, bur-aboliſhed, 
they are no graces. Bur moſt of all is this deceirdan- 
gerous in the rrne children of God:when they thall 
the rather preſume in ſome things to finne, becauſe 
they are the children of God, members of Chriſt, | 
and fo cannor bee ſevered from: bim, and becauſe 


which they thinke will eaſily obtaine pardon for 
ſome ſmall defefts. Thus were the ſeruanrs in the 
primitive Church deceiued, when vpon occaſion of 
their calling they ſhooke off the yoke, and becauſe 
they were Gods ſonnes, wouldno longer bee mens 
lanes. And thus would the Dinell haue deceiued 
Chriſt, when he would hane hadhim preſumed vp- 
on his priviledge of being the ſonne of God, and 
thereupon haue caft him ſelfe downe from the pin- 
nacle of the Temple, Math. 4. 6-1 his deceit is ſo 
much the more lamentable, in that theſe conſidera- 
tions ought ratherto be bridles to reſtraine vs from 
ſinning, and fpurres topricke vs on to further grace, 
and obedience. For & more honour God hath 


given vs, the greater care ſhould we haue-ro main- | 
raine 


————_— 


raine it, according to that of Pau: welke worthy of 
that high calling. Should ſuch a man as I, (aith Nehe- 
miah,got into the Temple to line? Againe, haſt thou 
ſome graces, ſome good things in thee? O then diſ- 
grace them not with ſinne, but make them as grace- 
full as chou canft by adding vato them whar is wan- 
ting, that fo there may bee a ſweet proportion, and 
comely conuenienciein the ſpiritual body of grace. 
For as it were an abſurd ſpeech to ſay, I baue all 0- 
rher parts of my body ſeemely,and ccmely, legges, 
hands,cyes,lippes, cheekes; therefore it matters cot 
for my deformed and miſhapen noſe; no body can 


chey will fee it, and marke ir ſo much the rather,and 
the deformity of thy noſe is made more conſpicu- 
ous by the conformity of thy other members : fo 
alſo alike abſurd is it to per[wade our [clues, that 
becaliſe of fome ornaments in our ſoules, the many 
monſtrous enormities thereof will bee winked at. Is 
any woman fo faolth as to thinke becauſe her face 
is very faire,and beautifnl},therefore ſhe may ſpecke 
and fpor it here and there with mire and dirt? or 
becauſe her clothes ſhine and gliſter, therefore ſhe 
may ftainetrhem? Whereas the fairerthe face, and 
che garment, the greater is the diſgrace of the (pct, 
and ſtaine. So alſo, would any man bee (o ſenſe» 
leſſe, as thinke thus , becauſe I have agood ſute, 
good ſtockings, cloake, and band, therefore I may 
well enough pur on an old duſty,worne,and torne 
hat. No: this will diſgrace all the rcſt of his Fae 


| niture; and it would bee nothing ſo great aſore in 


che eyes of the beholders,if his doublet & hoſe were | 
15 tattered ; 


ſee this blemiſh among ſo many ornaments ; yes | 
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ratrered. his ſhooes muſty, his fiockings broken, &c, 
The eight. deceit is, when wee preſume the rather | 
to ſinne, becauſe wee thinke to make amendsfor ir 
afterward by ſome good deeds, as prayer , confel- 
ſion,almes, &c. The couetous man ſees a prey, fome 
rich booty, whereby he may benefithimfelfe much 
{in the injurie and oppreſſion of his neighbour. ea, 
burhis conſcience rels him,oppreſlion is finne, how 
then may hee doe it? His deceifull heartſupgeſterh, 
thar if afrerward hee be a lirtle niore bountifall in | 
giving -of almes, hee ſhall makeanaboundant'c& 
compence for his ſinne, and ſo bids him ſticke no. 
longer at che matter. In this one particular, Aſter: 
both propoundeth, and diſcourrertchis deceive ve- 
ry notably. The extortioner, ſaith/he.ſaiththas v0: 
me,1 am not like the rich man in the Goſpell,I feaſt the 
 Fpoore,T ſend ſuſtenance to the priſoners, Tcloath the na- 
hed; Bentertaine the ſtrangers. To whom hee anſwes 
|rerh.Tþou thinkeft thou gizeft, © Doe tot take awa 
 andithou haſt giuen. He reioyceth to whom thou 
< haſt giuen : but he weepeth from whom thou haſt 
C taken away. Which: of theſe two thinkeſt thou 
« wilt God heare? T hou ſayſttohimto whom thou 
|*—haſt giuen,be thankeful for that thou haſt receiued 
© but on the otherſide the other man ſaith I mourne 
* for that thou haſt raken away. God, hee ſaies to 
<*.thee,foole, I bad rhee gine.bur not of other folkes 
© 900ds. Know thou foole, who of thy ſpoiles & ra- 
© pines giueſt alms, that whenthou ſpcileſt a Chri- | 
<« {tian, and robbeit him, rhon robbeſt Chriſt him- 
< {elfe:And if they ſhall be ſent to hell that did not 
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© what place ſhall chey have in helbrhat made bim 
* naked when hee was cloathed? Here happily rhou 
& wile ſay, thou firippeſt a Pagan, and cloatheſt a 
&© Chriſtian ; Euen heere will Chriſt anſwere thee, 
** oh ſpare to damnifie me. For when thou who art 
< a Chriſtian doeſt thus opprefle a Pagan, thou kee- 
i pe him from becomming a Chriſtian . If thou 
* haſt then of thine owne.giue;if nor,betrer for thee 
© ro gratife none,then to grate vpon any.So far Au- 
ſten,excellently, ſhewing the grolenes ofthis deceit, 


| that we av«yr0b Peter, if afterward wee will pay Paul 
| therewith.This kinde of deceit ſeemeth ro haue car- 


ried Sexito thar his diſobedience, in retaining the 
fatteſt of the 4wokkzrerflockes. He rhought belike 
the ſtaine thereof would caſily be waſhed out with 
che bloud of his ſacrifice, whereof hee ſpeakes ſo 
much afterward to Sarwel,T he people tooke it to offer 


| to the Lord thy: God, is. Gilgel. And forthe whotiſh 
| woman thinks the like water will parge awayall the 


filrhineſſe of her luſt: 7hawe peace offerings((aith ſbe, 
incouraging herſelfe and her yourh in their finnes) 
to home, andT bave pay:d my vowes. T his ſeemes alſo 
to haue bin the decett of the Phariſees,as ſome read 
chat Luke I1. 41 Tee give alwes (namely of goods: 
gotten by rapine & pillage)an#d then all will be cleane, 
the blor of your vniuſtice youthinke'is ſufficiently 
waſbed away. A borrible thing, to thinke that God| 
will thus be corrupted, and made to winke at our fin: 
No,He that effereth to theLord of the goods of the poor, 
is 8s hee that ſacrificeth to the Sowne before the Father. 
But this is a double deceit. x. That we can fatis- 
he for ous {ins by any of our workes. 2. That there- 


fore: 


—_ 
ts. ee 


_ | debts, and hauing forfeited one, ſhouldſt afterward 


| 


| gone long in the Marchants books,ſhouldart lengrh | 


| {ach like exerciſes, then all is well againe : But S2- 


The deceit firlneſſe of Mans heart. 
fore wee may boldly ſinne, For firſt, ſay that thou | 
couldeft ſarisfie God for the wrong which thy finne | 
doth to him , maiſt thou therefore lawfully offer | 
wrong and violence to him? Wouldeft thou thinke | 
thy neighbour might lawfully ſteale from thee, if 
after he would make ſome reſturion? or breake thy 
head, ifafter he would giue thee aplaiſter?But rhen 
it is not ſo,thatany workes of obedience can fatisfic | 
for thy former diſobedience. If thou wert bound 
to a man in two ſeuerall bonds for two ſeuerall 


pay the other, wouldſt thou be fo fooliſh as to think 
that by paying this latter, thou hadſt ſufficiently dif- 
charged the former? Ifa ſeruant, having loytered all 
one weeke, ſhould painefully labour allthe next, 
would his maſter yet endure him pleading the laſt 
weekes diligence , as a ſufficient recompence of the 
formers negligence ? No, For it was hisduety to 
labour both weekes: So the obedience thou perfor- 
meſt to God is debt due to hims thou canſt nor 
pay one debt with another. It a Chapman, hauing 


ay for that he tooke laſt, had he therefore ſatisfied 
orall thac was taken before? And yet this is the fop- 
piſh deceit, nor ofrhe papiſts onely,but of many of 
our (clues alſo(for naturally rhere is much ofthe po 
piſh leauen in vs)rothinkerhar if after we haue ſin- | 
ned, we be for a while alictle more carefullthen or- | 
dinary, in prayer, confeſſion, reading, hearing, and | 


| 


} 


{omontels ys, thatthe ſacrifice of the wicked is abc» 
mination to the Lord: And thereforethe exerciſes 
| P 2 . 
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of godlinefſe performed by ſuch as wallow in finne 
without repentance.cannot pacific his wrath... 

The #izth deceit is, when we perſwade ourſelues' 
ro the.ccommirring otſome ſinne, vpon repentance, i 
cither of the conſequence of ſome great good, } 
which otherwiſe cannot bee had; or the preuention 
of me greater euill, which otherwiſe cannor bee 
auoided. Hence that deceirfull rule, of #0 enlls 
chooſe the leaſt. Lot was caught in this ſnare, when 
hee would haue redeemed the greater ſinne ofthe 


Sodowites againſt his gueſts, with the lefle againſt 
his daughters ; when he would haue preuented $0- 
domie, by permiſſion of adultery. So Herod hauing 


murther. Bur the truth is, a man is neuerſo incom- 
paſſed berwixt two euils,but he may findan our-go- 
going. without a third. Now as concerning the 
hope of ſome: gonad that may enſue z here Lozs 
daughrers were caught, as well as their father in che 
former:For when they fell into that foule abhomi- 
nation of inceſt, in all likelihood this was that 
which preuailed wich them, a hope they had that 
by this meanes, in their Fathers poſterity, the 


Church of God( otherwiſe in their opinion neere 
anend) ſhould bee vpheld, and preferued. And 
was not here agoodly colour, to commend inceſt 
vato thern, the preſeruation of the Church from 
,ruine? Burt had nor Abraham as good a colour for 
ro have ſpared Iſaac, contrary to Gods commande- 


[ment? eventhe ſame thar they had,the preſeruati- 


{worne to gratifie the requeſt ofthat dancing Mi | 
nion, for the auoyding of the Sands,. ruſhes vpon | 
the Rocke; preventing perizry, as hee thought, by | 


on | 


94s CE EO tary 7 Pry , . 
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| 


{ thus deceived, when for the better ouerthrowing 


| 
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on, and ſaluation ofall the Ele&, which hee might : 


feare would haue beene butied in 7/aacks aſhes, of 
whom he knew the Mcfhah muſt come. Andin 


| deed, if Abraham had not had a ſound heart indeed, 


here had beene hit place for this deceit, The Leapers 


| were thus d-ceived,, when , contrary to Chriſts 


Corgmandement , they divulged the Miracle of 


{hould haue learned, thatas when God commands 
things otherwiſe forbidden , then they are no (in- 
nes 3 2Sin Abrahams cale: fo when he forbiddeth 
things otherwiſe commanded, then they are no 
parts of obedience , whatſoeuer plauſible per ſwa- 
fions wee may frame to our ſclues, Saulalfo was 


of the Philiſtirhs, he forbad the people toeatany | 
thing tillthe euening.So Rebecca, when for gaining 
4 bleſting, ſhe taught her ſonne how to lie. Artic 
mgkes mention ot ſome that iuſtified the reading 
of the immodeſt , and Jaſciuigus writings of the 
heathen Poers vnto young boyes, by the good that 
comes of it, namely, the finingof the tongue , the | 
poliſhing of the ſpeech, That which is good is 
precious indeede, and according to Salomons rule, 
wee are to hay it, but yetnot to our d:/aduantage; 
with the loſſe onely of worſe things, not of becrrer 
chings then that wee buy, Vee muſt not buy <clo- 
quence, and go9d words lo dearely, as with the lolle 
ofa good conſcience: we mult not redeeme our little 
finger with the loſle of our eyes. For as excellently 


————— 


theic*healing: Their reaſon was to declare Chrilts | 
| gory , and their owne thankefulneſſe. But they 


Auſten, Good word: are not more eaſily l:arned by thoſe | 
fltbs 
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filthy writings : but filthineſſe is more confidently pra” 


fiſed by reaſon of theſe words,\Whatſocuer good it 
is we may thincke to come vnto by inning, itis no- 
ching tothat hurt wee doe to our owne ſoules in (in- 
ning It were madneſle to looſe a thouſandPound, 
togaine 2 hundred - much more to looſe it for no- 
thing, mifling of that hoped for hundred. Soitis 
here in this deceit. In not {inning, when wee are 
tempted, there is an viſpeakeable good : now when 
we (inne vpon hope of ſome great good , firſt wee 
looſe the good of abſtaining from ſinne, of keeping 
our ſelucs pure from that defilement. 

This wee wittingly looſe: Now that great good 
weethinketo winne by this loſle, is in compariſon 
with this, butasa dramme to a talent. This were 
bad enough one would thinke: Ygt here is not all. 


For beſides the Joſſe wee purpoſely put our ſelues 


vnto, welooſcalſothat wee hoped to gaine by this 
loſſe both the talent and the dramme too. As Sav!, 


| when by his wicked exccration, and cruell prohi- 


bition of food to the people, he thought to haue fur - 
thered the viRtory againſt the Philiſtims , indeed, 
he hindredir, as /onathay obſernued : Forif the peo- 
ple had not beene out of heart for want of foode 
they might farre more valiantly have purſued their 
aduerſaries. And ſo it fareth with vs, as with the 
Dogge in the Fable, that letting fall the fleſh thar 
wasin his mouth, to catch at the ſhidow thereof, 
loſt both that he had, and rhar hee thought ro haue 
had, both ſubſtance and ſhadow too, For indeed, 
that good which wee procure by finning, israther 
a ſhadow ofgood, then any truc good, When wee 

| ; doe 
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; praQice of godlineſſe , as it were parting ſtakes 
| betwixt Godand the Deuill. Ttour hearts ſhould 
| perſwadevs fo tointhrall our ſelues to finne , as 
; wholly to renounce Gods ſcruice, and ſhake ofthis 

a yoake, [_ 


—— 


doeeuill that good may come thereof, though the 
thing it ſelfe be good, yet to vsitis notgood, Our 
ſinnc in procuring it hath alrered the nature of it. 
If this were well thought of by ſome , they would | 
not ſodeceiue themſclues,as they doe, in v (ing baſe 
ſhifts, and indire&, and vnhoneſlt courſes, for the 
inriching of their ſtate , vpon pretence of doing 
good to the Charch, whereto they lay they (hall 
thus bee enabled. I tell ſuch, that the good which 
thus they doetothe Church, in them is no good, 
but turned into ſinne , For as in 706 1tis ſaid, that 
wee may not /ie for God, ſo neither may wee op- 
preſſe, defraud or doe any other euill,cither tor God 
or the Church of God, He knowes how to prouide 
for his Church withoutthee., He will not be honon- 
red withthe price ofadogge,anda whore, He needs 
not thy verzues,much lefle thy finnes, either for his 
owne glory,or his Chuches. Neuer feare , that ci. 
ther of theſe will fall downe , though they ſeeme 
neuecr ſo much to ſhake, vnleſſe thou(as once Yz 24h 
his hand eo ſaucthe Arke)put vnderthe prop ofthy 
ſinne. But againſt this deceit for ever remember 
that golden rule of the Apoſtle, we may nor doe emil, 
(no not the leaſt ) that good ( though the greateſt ) 
may comethercof, 

The zenth Deceitis, when wee therefore preſume 
togoe on in our ſ{innes, becauſe our meanings , if 
wee may beleeue our hearts , tocontinue alſoin the. 


Theatceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 


[ob.13.7. 


Deur,23.16, 


Rom, 3. 


X, Deccir, vre 


pingof our 
purpoſe ſtill 
to continuc 


2odly. 


_—— 


4H ET 


OE IIIFI_—_ 


The deceitfulneſſe ofmans heart. : 


yoake , this would notſocalily bee granted. Bur 
now when they beare vs in hand, that ſtill we ſhall 
continue Gods feruants , notwithſtanding our ſer- 
vice performed to ſinne, wee quickly apprehend 
this, and thinks, this will bee fine, if wecan both 
pleaſe God, and our owne naughtic hearts too, This 
was Salomons deceit, in his firſt declination, when he 
began ouer-much to hearken to the inchantments 
ofpleatertegtharſor all his pleaſures, hee would 
ſtill continuc his former exerciſe of piety. But when 
once he had pone thus farre, to admit of ſuch com- 
paniogs with God, ia the leruice of his heart , they 
could not long endure Gods partnerſhip, nor yer 
God thcirs , and ſo Sa/omenatlength gauc oucr the 
ſeruice of God, and ſcrued Idols. Newer then let / 
vs thinke thar wee canioyne together things ſoin- 
ſociable, godlineſſe and wickednefſe, Itis a hard 
matter to exercife two ſeuerall Trades, much more 
two ſuch contrary trades, as theſe two. Neuer let 
vs be ſogroſle, as tothinke wee can reconcile things 
altogether irreconcileable, God and Sarhan: ye can- 
not ſerue two contrarie Maſters , Godand Mammoy, 
Godand Bacchns , God and Venws, The cMammoniſt 
Aattereth himſelfe in his worldlineſſe, becauſe hee 
purpoſcth ſtill ro continue his zeale and forwards 
ncſſein Religion, But this is impoſſible, For how 
can ſuch a worthy Princeſſe as Grace, indure ſuch 
rogues for her bed-fcllowe,to lodge with her in our 
hearts, as are Couctouſneſle, Voigptuouſneſle, &c. 
No, Grace, muſt haue all, or none. If any finne haue 
but a part, it muſt haue all. Loe then notable craft. 
If you will letſuch and ſuch gueſtsin to baue ſome 

. roome, 
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| rome, they will not bee any vnquiet neighbours : | 


. 
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Grace ſhall enioy her roome ſtill. Bur when once 

they are gotin, Graceis ſo annoyed , that ſheeis | 

faine to depart preſently. And lo a!l falls to their 

ſhare. | 
Theelenenth Deceit is, when weefleſh and con- ! vr. Dece ir, 

farme our ſclues in our ſinnes, becauſe of ſome hu- |, from humane 

mane Lawes which may ſeems to fauour them. | 4920 64: 

Though yetindced, they onely zolerate them, and | 

not «ow them, Thus the common V lurer decci- 

ucth himſelfe ; why , the Law allowes eight in the 

hundred:yca, but the Law onely ſtints, and limits ic 

rocight in the hundred, and fo farrg giucs way toit, 

for the preuenting of agreater miſchicfe. And this | 

will not be enough to excuſe the Yſurer in the Conrt | 

of Conſcience. Thus the 7ewes deceined them(clues in | 

the matterof their Polygamy, in bauing wany wiues; | 

andin heir diuorces for euery trifle. They thought | 

Moſeslaw had allowed them in theſe ſinnes, Where» 

as bur Sauiour ſheweth, Moſes onely gauea tolerati- | 

on, becauſe of the hardneſle of thyjr hearts. Soin the | {= 19. 28, 

matter of maintenance for the Miniſteric , many, | 

though rich & able, yetrefuſe ro giue any thing, be- 

cauſe they haue nor thoſe things,the riches whereof | 

thelaw requires forthis purpoſe. Yetthe law ofGod | 

is plaine, Let him thats tavght make him that teacheth | _ 

bim partaker of all his goods. Andagaineinthe Citics | jw, - 2. 

which the other Tribes muſt give the Leuitcs , God | 

would hauethis proportion ro be kept; ſuch Tribes | 

as had more Citics in theirinheritance, {hould part | 

with more: ſuch as had lefſe with fewer. Bythe e- 

quitic of which propertion, thoſe chat are richer are | 
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bound to giuc more to the Miniſterie, then the _=_ 
rer. And yet,ifthis colonr of humane Law will ſeruc 
the turne, they may giuelefle. Forche poorer may 


| haue Tithes payable by che Law, when the richer 


hauc none. But Gods Law requires, that according 
to our abilitic, whetheroureſace be in matters tithe. 


maintainethe Miniſterie. 

The ewelfth Deceitis,when therefore wee flatter 
our ſelues in our {inne, and thinke wee may well e- 
uough docit, aslong as we keepe a moderation in 
ſinning, and doc not laſh out fo farre as others doe. 
Thus many thigkethey need nor ſticke to ride ypon 
the Sabaoth, though for trifling , triuiall cauſes , ſo 
they ſtay an houxe by the way to heare a Sermon, & 
doe not wholly ſpend it in trauelling , as ſome doe. 
Thus many bcarethemſclues out in their hard and 
vniuſt dealing with the poore, becauſe they vſe not 
all chat crueltie they might, and that others doe; be- 
cauſethey onely clip off the woof, and notthe /ining 
fleſh: it may bee they take but halfe the forfeiture of 
a band; it may bethey reſtore halfe of the worth of 
; the pledge, when iris forfeited. So thceuesthinke, if 
| they leaue ſome mony inthetrauellers purſe:and let 


they arc ſo farr frombeing to bee accuſed for their 
ſcaling, that rather they are to bee commended for 
their mercie, and moderation in ftcaling. Thus Da- 
vid chough he followed his luſt in lying with Bath- 
/heba, yet he would not lie with her, but being puri- 
fied, according to the Law: And lying with hk 

his deceitfull heart made him thinke hee' mightthe 


able, or nor, that matters not with God wee ſhould 


| 


him ſcape with his life, which was in their hands, 
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more ſafely doe ir. But this deceitis not hard ro be 


diſcoucred. Doth Danid indeed make conſcience of 
Ceremonial , and yetnone of Morallpuritie? Doth 
the Theefe make conſcience of leauing one twelue- | 
pence inthe Trauellers purſe , and none of taki 
many hundreds out of it? So in theremitting of hife 
the forfeiture , I aske of thee, whether the ſame |. 
| reaſon that makes thee giue one halfe , ſhould not 
preſſe thee ro giue the otheralſo, thou hauing no 
more right before God to keepe the one part then 
the other? © 

The 1hirteenth Deceit is,in wreſting the Scripture | v1; yew, 
to makeit ſerue our turns, And itonce our deceit- | weſtingehe 
full hearts can findethe leaſt colour for our ſinnes | ?*upiueco 
there, then runne wee away with ir, and rakeliberty TT 
to finne boldly.ſt ſhall not be awille co ſee this in 
ſome particulars. 

1 Forlibertie in ſinning, prophane ones alleadge | 06je@?. 
that of Salomon; Be not inſt ouer-much. So a man may | Ecclef,7.18,19 | 
be roo forward, and preciſe. And againe, be not wice | *?/*incd. 
ked ouer-much.So then aman may be wicked mo- 
derately. | 

Anſw. The former wordsare not to be vnderſtood Anſw | 
of truc righteouſneſſe, as though, there could be roo ; 
much there, but a deuiſed righteouſneſſe of our 
owne, withoutthe Word of God, Such asis that 
ofthe Papiſts in whipping themſelues. ThereforeSa- 
lomonaddes inthe ſame place : Neither bee too wiſe. 
Make notthy ſelfe wiſer then Godin preſcribing to 
thy ſelfe a ſtriker righteouſneſle, then his word im- 
poſeth vpon thee. W hat then? isthis tocry downe 
the practice of true pietic,& mortification comman- 

ded 
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4 Rom, 6, 12s 


Prou.14.16. 


Eccicf. 3.4» 
expoundcd, 


ded in the word? As forthe latter words, of not be- | 


ing too wicked, they doe not giue vs leaue to bee 
wicked in any fort , though neuer ſo little, nomore 
then the Apoſtle, ſaying, Let rot ſinne raigne , doth 
thereby giue liberty to vs, thatſinne may betolera- | 
ted, ſoit raigne not z or then heedoth , when hee | 


| ſaycs , Let not the Sunne gee aowne vpon your wrath, | 
thereby giue libertic ro be angry till the Sunne bee | 


ſer. Burastherethe meaning is , thatifitbe ſo, that | 


wee cannot wholly bee free from raſhanger ( which | 
were to be wiſhed) yet we ſhould notnouriſh it, bur | 
labour withall ſpeed to quench it -{o alſo here, that 
if it bee ſo wee cannot altagether bee free from the ' 
taint of wickedneſle yet that wee ſhould keepe our | 

ſelues from laſhing out into the exceſle thereof, as 
the common ſort doe, no further are the words to 
be ſtretched. | . 

2. For continuing impenitently in their fins they 
alleadge that of Sa/omon , the int man falleth ſenen 
times a day, and riſeth againe. Which is to be vnder- 
ſtood of his falling into af/{iion, and nor into ſine. 
So likewiſe they vrge that of Ezekie/, As what time 
ſoeuer a ſinner repents, ec. Butthey forgat that of S. 
Auſten, He which giueth pardon to the repenter , doth | 
not alwayes gine repentance to the ſinner, 

3. For mixt dancing ofmen and women, that of 
Salomon , There 1s .4 time 10 dance, Anſw.Salomon 
ſpeaks not of ſuch things as we ought to do,or may 
doe, by the commandement orpermiſiion of God,but 
of ſuck things, asfali out, and come to paſſe by the 
prouidence and decree of God. There is an appointed 


t,me,namely,in Godseternall decree,for enery thing; | 


namely! 
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fing accident; for otherwiſe there is no ſuch rime, 


wherein we are bound to throw away that.we have. | 


ſo as weare to keepe and pet ir. 

4.For vſury,thart in the parable, Why didſt thou: not 
p#ut it forth to theexchangers, that Tmight hawe mine 
owne with vantage ?} Anſw.Grant chat this be ſpoken 
in alluſion to the praftice of common and cruell 
vſurers,yet the Scripture doth no more allow of the 
common trade of. viury by borrowinga ſimilitude 
of them, then of iuſtice inthe parable of the thee- 
uiſh ſteward; or of theft, in ſaying, Chriſt ſhall come 
4 a theefe in the night, or of the Heathen Olym- 
picke games,ip comparing the praftiſe of Chriſtia- 
nity, to thoſe races; or of dancingin that paraboli- 
call ſpeech,we hone piped.and ye haue rot danced;ox of 
charmes and incanrations, in likening the wicked to 
the deafe Adder , which heareth not the woyce of the 
inchanter. | 

5.For fornication,that it is indifferenr,the words 
of the Councell, 4s. 15. 1oyning fornication, and 
conſorting it with things indifferent, viz. b/oud and 
things ſtrangled. 

Asſw.The reaſon ofthat coniun&tion was the ge- 
nerall account that thoſe times made of fornication, 
not the Councels owne opinion. 

6. For defiling, at the leaſt the ourward man 
with idolatry. Naamans petition,God be mercifull vu- 
to mee when 1come into the houſe of Rimmon,with the 
Prophets anſwere, Goei# peace:Anſw.The words in 
the originall, as ſome learned haue obſerued,may be 


namely thefalls our, cuery, either croffe, or plea- 


| 221 


Mar.25,27. 


1.Theſ.5.1, 
1.Cor.9.34, 


Matn.$1.,17. 


1-King.s 8 
inte pretee. 


read thus, God hee mercifull unto mee, for Thane-gone 
into\ 


K 


| 


| 


| 1-Cor.9.20- | 


222 


Mat.20.15+ 


The deceitfulneſſ of Mens heart. 


into the houſe of Rimmon, ſo that Nemas now purpo- 
ſing wholly to cleaue tothe erue God, craues . par- 
don for that which he had done; no /eave, for that 
he wasto doe, The word is vied inthe ſame man- 
ner in theinſcriprion oftwoPlalmes together:In the 
51. Pſalme. A Pſalme of Danid, after the Prophet Ne- 
than came to him: For he did not make the Plalme, 
ill after hee had beene with him. So in 52. Pſalme, 
A Pſalme of Danid, after that Doeg came, and ſhewed 
Saul, @c.And Pſalme.s 4. After the Ziphims came. 

7. For alawleſſe liberty to deale with our owne 
things as we liſt, thatin the Parable, Msy I no? doe 
with mine owne as I liſt? A#ſw,Itis Gods ſpeech, 


opcned. 
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thing ſimply thineowne. 

s. For ferporizizg and framing of our (clues to 
all companies,thart of theApoſtle,Yzto thelewes I be- 
came as a Tew,e*c.Anſ.The Apoſtle became as a TIew 
tothe Iewes,andas a Gentile tothe Geantiles,not in 
conforming himſelfe ro any of their impicties, for 
he neuer ſacrihced to the Gentile Gods, to make 
himſelfe as one without the Law. to them that were 
without the Law; bur, 1. inthe vſe of things indiffe- 
rent, 2. in a mercifull compaſſion rowards them, 
renderlycarning in his bowels ouer their ſoules;nor 
in a crafty counterfeiting of their faſhions : He be- 
commetrh as a ſick manto the ſicke , not thar fei- 
nech himſelfeto be ſicke of the ſame diſeaſe,bur that 
miniſtreth vnto him, and with a bemoning minde, 
chinketh what he would be glad others ſhould doto 
him being ficke, and does the ſame to his brother. 


{ 


! 


| 


and his peculiar priuiledge, notthine, who haſt no- 
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inſtancedin., Bur theſe are enough to giue vs a ſay 
of the deceirfulneſſe of our hearts in this kinde. 

The /aft deceit is, the inventing ofinuaſions, how 
ro eludeſuch arguments, whether from the Scrip- 
ture, or from ſound reafon, as make againſt our ſin. 
To ſhew this in ſome particulars. 

it. When we plucke and pinch the long haire of 
ruffians with that pregnanttext, 1# is 4 ſhame for 4 
Wen toweare long haire; Nature it ſelfe teacheth ir, 
Asſwere is made, that ir is onely to be vaderitood of 
ſach haire that is as long as womens : Butas ir is 
ſaid of the Phariſees, that their Phyle@Feries were 
brohd, but the —_— of the Imy #arrow; (o it 
| may bee (ajd of theſe men, their hire is long, bur 

their expoſation of this Scripture is ſhort , whiles 

they reſtraine the word, which fignificrh, ro nouriſh 
the haire at large,onely to ſuch a kinde of nouriſh- 
img as women vie, that let it grow downe to their 
|feete. Homer viing the Apoſtles word, cals the Gre- 
cans, nouriſhers of their haire; who yer I hope did 
not weare their haire fo long as women, that they 
were faine to binde it vp. Thus in ſtead of clipping 
their haire, they clip the Scripture. 

2. The like ſhift is that which is vſed to decline 
the ſtroke Dex#. 22. againſt ſtage-players where the 
man thar putteth on womens apparel! is (aid to bee 
| an abomination tothe Lord: Aﬀearefull thunder-bolr; 
| Butloe athicket,which ſonic of Adawsſonnes have 

found tohiderhemſelues from this thundring voice 
| of the Lord; and that is a corrupting gloſſe, which 
interprets of ſuch onely, that weare womens ap- 


parell ordinarily, and daily, ſo as women vie to doe. | 


Yea 
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Yea, buethe word is to px# on, andirt cannot be de- 
pied but players pur ir on when they a&t womens 
parts: Andthe fame wordisvſed of Dexids putting 
on 8a#ls armour, who yet putir off againepre- 
ſently. | 
3- And laſtly, not to exceed in multitude of ex- 
amples, when the negligence of Paſtors is checked 
witch that exprefle commandement, feede the flocke: 
chatis, ſaith rhe deceirfull hearr, either by thy ſelfe 
or by another :And yer Chriſt biddeth Pezer if hee 
loue him, andashee loueshim, to feede hisſheepe. 
Looke then:-how thouart to lone Chriſt,ſorhou art 
rofeede his _—_— If chon thinkeſt ic enough to 
lone Chriſt by a deputy, then maiſt rhou alſo ſafely 
thinke ir enough to feede his ſheepe by a depury. 
Ir might be ſhewedin many orher things beſides, 
how full of ſubrill and ſophiſticall witour hearts are. 
in coyning of diſtinfions , and deuifing fhifts-to 
reſtraine hetreds, as they call them; that isthe com- 
mandements that make againſt them:Bur the que- 
ftion is:wherher theſe diſtintions will goe for cur- 
rant. or no, before God. In theſe caſes it is beſt to 


| rake that whichis ſureſt,and freeſt from danger. No 


danger atall of ſinne can there be, in neuerpurting 
on of womens apparell, in wearing our hayre inthe 
ordinary ſhortnes, in feeding the flocke in our owne 
perſons. But the other marters are doubrfull & que- 
ſtionable; Take heede therefore, leaſt on thy death- 
bed, thou make this doubr:O whar if that were not 
the meaning of thar place, feed the fleck, that is, ci- 
ther by thy ſelfe,or by thy ſubſtitute? How if Chriſt 
meant onely feeding by our ſclues,in our owne per= 


ſons? 
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ſons? How then? Who ſecrhnor, that when dearh 
commeth, rhen all our quirks-of wit, whereby wee 
ſoothed our ſelues in our finnes, vaniſh away as 
ſmoke? Veater not then to leane vpon ſuch broken 
ſtaues., which will ſurely faile thee-in thy greateſt 
need. 


Crnae. XVIL 


Senen deceits of the heart in perſwading to 
the omiſſuos of good. 


& remainerh that we proceed to their 
= deccics in perſwading to the omiſſion of 
that which is Geog. And they are fpecially ſexe. 
The frftis, when, as before the foule and vgly 
face of ſinne was painted wirh the faire colours 'of 


Aulng _ of the deceits of our hearts 
in per{wading to the c omiſſion of exill, 


fall face of vertue is all to bee ſlurred and ſmeared 
with the blacke foot of thoſe vices, which ſeeme ro 
haue ſome affinity wich it. Thus conſcience of fin 
istraduced as preciſe nicenefſe and needleſſe ſcru- 
pulofitie; obedience to Gods Lawes is thought the 
baſeſt bondage, Pſal.2. Tuſt ſenerity heares ill, vn- 
der the name of mercilefſe cruelty, Zeale is ſenſu- 
red for hypocriſte.raſhnefſe, madneſſe. Patience for 
ſtupiditie, and cowardize. Humiliry forbaſenefle of 
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vertue and holineſſe:ſo here, contrarily, the beauti- | deformities. 
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minde: wiſedome for craft, Ando are many excel- 
lent graces and workes difcredited with vs, and we 
brought our of loue, and- liking with them . T»das 


_ |little degeneraring, at the length we might be quite 


in breaking the box of ojptment on Qur.Sauviour, as 
roo profuſe & riotous a waſt. T he Tewes taxed Ighny 
ſr euerer grauity as diabolicall, and Chrifts gentler «f- 
fabilitygs Epieureell, andfauouting of licemiontnes. 
Ahaz counted truſting on Godto bee tempting of 
him.. Andthe Papiſts ſlander Marriage, as an vn- 
cleane and fleſhly worke. Herein vertue faresmuch 
like her followers, who neuer could bee free from 
thoſe aſperſions,& impurtations, which ofall others 
they leaſt deſerued. Bur, as the wicked, to bring 


derous repores of them,that they are thus and chus, 
as.of the Chriſtians of the Primitiue Church, that 
| they were enemies to. the Emperours, pradtiſers of 


rhey are nothing leflez{ſa doe our hearts craftily mi(- 
informe vs of vertue, and as once they of the Hxgo- 
etes,tell vs terrible things of it, to bring vs quite 
out of concett with ir. | 

The ſecondis, when our hearts would onely ob- 


forwardneſſe and zeale, as in the ſtrict obſeruation 
of the Sabbath and other ſuch like duties. For by 
chis meanes, asin committing of ſinne the deccir of 
our hearts was, to bring vs from a /ittle to much : fo 
heere from a [z/k to nothing at all,that by little and 


{txipr and empried of all goodnefſe, A fearcful 


fpraced rhe iuit and honorable liberalirie of Mary, 
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the godly into hatred, haue alwaies raiſed vp ſlann- | 


vncleannefle in their meetings, &c.,) when mgleed |. 


raine thus much. of vs, to remit but alittle of our | 
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| whole little abatement of the feruour of her firſt 


ue, made way to the remouall of her golden Can- 
dleſticke,and ſo to the bringing in of that fearefu]] 
and hateful] darknes wherein-her former fo glorious 
and ſhininga lighe was wholly extinguiſhed. Our 
wiſdome therefore in ſtanding out againſt our owne 
| hearts, and the Deuill, wich whom they conſpire, 
muſt be like to that of Mofes in ſtanding our againſt 
Pharaoh, not to yeeld ſo much as ahoofez If we doe, 
our caſe in the end will be the ſame with them, rhat 
yeeld all at once, and ar the firſt daſh wholly fall a- 
way. It matters not greatly ro Sathan, in the ſpiri- 
tuall ſhipwracke,whether the Ship be ſuddenly caſt 
away by ſome violenttempeſt, or bee drowned.by 
degrees, the water gettingin by little and little at 
ſome little hole. Lingring conſumprions bring death 
as well asthe violent burning feauers. Hee that is 
careleſſe in bis buſineſſe, ſaith Sulomon, s brother to 
the waſter, and will ſnrely come to pouerty-in the 
end, This is true alſo ſpiritually. If once wee begin to 
ſlacke of our care and watchfulnefſe, and beginne 
[rogrow cold and carclefſe, and to carrie our ſelues 
remiſſely.in Religion, we ſhal quickly comeinro the 
ſame caſe with them that waſte and hauockeall con- 
ſcience at once. Since therefore this is the Deuils 
crafr, and our owne keartstogether, nor to ſet vpon 
our whole treaſure and ftore ar once, buthere a 
ſnatch,andrhere aſnarch,till by Jirtle and lirrle,they 
hauve exhanſted vs, like Nabrehadnezzerin the ſpoile 


| 


of the T emple;firſt raking away one part of thefur- 
nirure, then another ; Ir ſtands vs in hand to hold 
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The deceitfulneſſe of Mans heart. 
faſt our owne, and not to let goe the leaſt parcel] 
thereof. For if once abreach bee made in vpon vs. 
and but ſome lirtle taken away, wee cannot bur bee 
weakned thereby,and (olie open to further danger. 
How oftes.Gith Auſten, having ar firſt but rolerated 
& thoſe which rell idle tales, leſt we ſhould offend 
& the weake, afterwards by little and little have wee 
* come willingly to liſten vato chem? Tf once wee 
become luke-warme, wee are ſo much the fitter to 
become colde, andthento freeze? If we ſuffer zeale 
ro coole, quickly wee ſhall come to reft in the out- 
ward performance of religious exerciſes,withour a- 
ny ſenſe ofthe quickning life and power of godlines 
in them,andat length we ſhall proceed on,from this 
| dead ſenſeleſneſſe, ro open prophaneneſſe,and con- 
tempr of all goodneſſe. Wirhſtand then the firſt be- 
einnings of declining. 

Thethird is, when the pleaſure, comfort, and re- 
ward of godlinefle is ſeuered from thetoyle.trouble 
and affliction that waites vpon ir. As, contrarily in 
finne,our hearts cunningly abſtraft the paine from 
the pleaſure. This deceir ſometimespreuailes with 
the godly;as with Daxid, when conſidering the pre- 
ſent afflitions of the godly, he cries out, Thane wa- 
ſhed my hands in innocency invaine. But more com- 
monly with the men of this world, when they heare 
that hard ſaying, If any men. will line godly, he muſ# 
ſuffer perſecution, and if any man will be my diſciple,he 
muſt for ſake all,farher,mother, lands, living, & life ir 
ſelfe.Bur here Chryſoſtome giues vs an excellent rule 
thar when in any good thing to bee done for Gods 


— 


cauſe, there ſeemes tobe lofſe, we ſhould;not onely 


. 
——— 
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looke | 


| more cauſe to glory in thypazrerre, then ro grieue in 


the ſowing m teares, bur his harueſt, bis reaping 4n 


| OO Ir deveitfulmeſſeof Manobrart- 
| looke to the loſſe, bur ro the gaine alfo,incloſed in / 


turne and increaſe of that which thou expendett. 
Haft thou loft any thing in rhy outward eftate?Giue | 
thankesro God;and conſider not the griete which 
thy loſſe, bur rhe ioy and comfort which thy chank(- 
giving affordeth thee. Arrt-thou reuiled, and repro- 
ched? Beare it with a good ſpirit, and thou haſt 


thy reproch. We ſee the Husband-man conſiders not 


i0y : The Fiſherman lookes nor to the caſtingin of 
che Ner,bur to the draught;nor the Merchant to his 
Sea-voyage, but tothe returne of his merchandize: 
ſo muſt we,not ſo much looke toour loſles, crofles, 
afflictions,as it were the ſhowring and lowring ſeed- 
time, bur to our reaping-time,our harueſt, the com- 
ming of our Sauiour,rhe blaſt ofthe rrumper,the ex- 
ceeding glory prepared for vs. With Moſes we muſt 
looke to the recompence ofreward;and the-eternall 
waight of the Crowpe, muſt waigh down with vs the 
lighr and momentany waight of the croſſe : And as 
in finne wee ſhould hauea fore, not ſeeing onely, 
bar feeling alfo of the paines, when feeing onety | 
tickling pleaſures preſenrs it ſelfe : ſo in- obedience 
of the pleaſure when nothing fhewes it {elfe to the | 
outward eye, but paine & trouble. If thus we can do, 
and truly conioyne thoſe things which our cunning | 
hearts fraudulently ſunder,the -rowne of thormes,and 
the crowns of glory.Goleatha and Caluary,co-ſuffering, 
& co-reigning with Chriſt; then fhall we account the 


| 


this lofſe. Art thou trogiue almes, and doth the ex- | 
pence of money trouble thee? Conſider alſo the re-. 
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rebuke of Chriſt a matter of incouragement, yea, a 
greaterattradtive vato godlinefle, then all the trea- 
(nres of Egypt, For the lefle our reward is heere 
with men;the greater may we afſure our ſelues ſhall 
it bee hereafter with God. For if a cruell man have 


thers haue raken for him,to he recompenced:think 
we thattheGod of mercycan ſufter them to goe vn- 


|rewardcd of him,rhar haue luffered ſo much for him 


Yea,bur in preſent thou ſaiſt thou ſeeſt and feeleſt 
nothing bur paines, puniſhments, troubles, and cri- 
bulations. Firſt, this is notſo : Much comfort, and 
ſ[weerneſſe of delight is there inthe very a& of obe- 


| 


dience,jn regard of the peace andioy of conſcience; 
as contrarily much torcure, and terrcour in the very 
a&'of figning:for here, cucn in laughing, the heart 
is ſorrowfull, as in the way of obedience, cuen in 
mourning the heart is light and chearcfull. In which 
regard, though there were no heauen, nor future 
rewardof glory, yer the godly life, withall rhe trou 


bles thereof, were to be preferred before the ſinful, | 


wich all its pleaſures; onely becauſe of the ſweere 
quiet and contentment of an vnguiltie conſcience: 
whereasthe wicked hauec a tormentor within,a fe]fe 
condemning conſcience 5 The mud and mire of 
which raging Sea, troubleth and diſtempererh the 
pleaſures. of finne,which yet, if votroubled, would 
laſt bur fora ſeaſon, having a moſt miſerable ſuc- 
cefſour ro follow, endlefſe and remedilefſe ſor- 


row: So quicklyin finne doth the pleaſure fade} 


and vaniſh, Jeauing behind ir perpetua!! paine; 
whereas in obedience, contrarily , the paine is 


rran- | 


ſo.mnch good nature, as to ſee the paines which 0- | 


| 


| 
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eranſiene , the pleaſure erervally permanent, 
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Now that in obedience,firſt rhou heareſt and fee: | 


leſt of the worſt, and the berrer isreſerred for the 


deceit is meanr,rhere the beſt chings,that may tickle 
and tempt vs are ſhewed, the worſt are concealed 
till afterward : As for example, thoſe that ſteale a- 
way children,doe nor tell them of rods and ſtripes, 
bur ofplummes, apples, cakes, babies, hobbie-hor- 
ſes, and ſuch like knacks, thar vſe to pleaſe children; 
And then hauing thus caught them, the poore chil- 
dren afterward feele much woe and milery : ſo in 
catching of birds and fiſhes, their dayly food that 
they delight in, is ſhewed chem,the ſnare.the hooke 
they feele afterward: And thus doe our hearrs,as we 
ſhewed,decciue vs,in perſwading vsto finne,by ob-/ 
ieting ro our ſenſes the pleaſurable delights thereof, 
not telling vs.of the efterciaps. Bur now in obedi- 
ence, the word of God firſt tels vs of the griefe,then 
of the g/orie; firſt of the /ahour, then of the reward; 
firſt of rhe Zeores, then of the wiping haxudkercher; 
firſt of the race, then of the gerland;firkk of the frghr. 
then of the king-ome.Isnotthis plaine dealing,to ler 
vs know the worſt beforehand?Doth notGad here» 
in deale asa Father with his childe? And will a Fa- 
ther coozen and circumvent his owne childe? No. 
And yer firſt,in his childhood, he rels him of the (e- 
uere Schoole-maſter, ofthe ſwindging rods, ofrhe 
hare feruler,and of ſuch liketerrible things : Aﬀer- 


[time to come; this ought the rather ro harren thee | 
thereunto; as being an argument that there is no | 
deceit which heere thouneedeft to feare.For where 


ward, when he comes to age, hee rels him of hisin- 
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heritance,and paſſeth ir ouer ro him. Lo then what 
a ſtrange deceit this is, for onr hearts to make vs be- 
leene thatto bean argument of Gods deceiuing vs, 
whichis (o.cleare an cuidence of his fairhfulneſſe.If 
now wee were told onely of pleaſures and delights, 
wee might ſuſpe& deceit, and feare there would be 
none in the end: Bur now hearing nothing but of 
rhe Croffe, of Gall and Worme-wood, we may the 
more per{wadedly aſſure our ({cJnes, rhar che Wine 
and Honey will come, and that beginning with the 


toyfall light ofthe day; Where ioy hath the begin- 
ning, there feare of griefe makes our toy grieuous; 
where griefe, there hope of ioy makes our griefe 
ioyfull, | 

The fowrthis,from the remembrance of that good: 
which we baue already done: Whereupon we Bly 
inferre that we may now fit downe, and reſt vsa- 
while, as hauing done enough for our parts . This 
ſeemes to haue beene Thxes deceit : Hee thought it 
enough hee had deſtroyed Ahab his poſteritie, and 
Idols: He thought this a great matter;and therefore 
that the doing of this might well excuſe him.,for the 
not deſtroying of Zeroboams Calues : But Part had: 
done farre'more.and yer forgart that which was paſt, 
and ſtill preſſed rowards the Mark; notwithſtanding 
hee had fo happily 'combared with his corruption, | 
that he could ſay, Tam crucified tothe wortd.and the 
world 10 me, yer he ſtill continued beating downe hu: 
bodie : So Timothy, though a rare man for mortifica- 
tion, yet continued ſtill in the vie of ſuch ſeuere 
abſtinence, that Paxb was faine to ſtay him, and bid: 


{ 


| 


dolefull darkenefle of thenighr, we ſhall end in the |. 


him | 


-” 
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him drinke no longer water. But marke heere the 
deceir of our hearts in turnirg the ſþxrze into a bri- 
dle : Forthere cannorbe a more forcible inticement 
roproceeding on in grace, then from our owne be- 
ginnings, and former pratice : All loſt, if wee giue 
ouer before the race be fully run out. Wherefore S. 
Part perſwades Philemon to ſhew mercy to Oxeſe- 
ms, by reaſon of his former practice ofthar grace 
rowards others; for hauing ſaid, We have great ioy &- 


conſolation in thy lone: For by thee,brother the Saints 


| bowels are refreſhed; hee inferreth preſently this : 


Wherefore I beſeech thee for my ſonne Oneſimus : Re- 
freſh thou his bowels, as thou haſt done others of 
the Saints:Still hold out inthe exerciſe ofthis grace, 


ner he reaſoneth with the Corinthians, As yee have 
abounded in lone and knowledge, ec. ſo ſee yee abound 
in this grace (of Liberality ) alſo. Wee contrarily, 
thinke our abundance inſome graces may diſpence 
with our defefts in other. Bur as in- the Parable of 
the loſt ſheepe, the ſhepheard leaueth the ſheepe 
he harh, and ſeekerh outthat he wants; ſo ſhould we 
heere, in our thoughts, at leaſt, leaue thoſe graces 
thou haſt; doe not ſo ſtand thinking of them , thar 
thou ſhouldeſt negle& that which thou haſt nor. In 
the parts of our bodies, none ſofooliſh-as to reaſon, 


| 


no matter for-the want of mine eye, becauſelI haue 
eares, noſe, &c. Noſouldies ſo ſenſcleſle, asto ſay, 
no matter for a head-peece, becauſe I haue breſt- 


| plate :-In the furniſhing of our houſes if one onely 
ornament be wanting, we doe not thinke the want | 
made vp in the reſt-which we hbaue, but conrrarily, | 

char | 


that thou mayeſt receiue a full reward. In like man- 
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ſhould we rather caſt our eyes vpon thoſe that are of 


that wee ought ſo much the rather to prouide that 
which is wanting, becaule of thoſe we —_— run- 
ning of races, the people hallow and ſhout nor to 
the hindermoſt, bur ro the formoſt; rhat are neereſt 
the Goale : The like heartning ſhould wee giue to 
our ſelues,theneerer we approach eo the end of the | 
Chriſtian race. 
The fifth is, from comparing our ſelnes with o- 
thersthart are worſe,as the Phariſee compared him- | 
ſelfe with the Pablican : Hence wee ek that as 
longas we haue others farre behind vs, we need not 
ſo beſtirre vs. This deceit is like that ofthe Drapers, 
that commend a Karſey by laying it to a Rug. Well, 
in other things, we doe not ſo deceive our (elues. A 
man of ſome competencie in his ontward eſtate, if | 
heſee a beggar that hath nothing, will aor thereup- 
on conclude that he is rich enough,and neede ſeeke | 
for no more:No,but if there be but one richer man | 
then himſclfe, he is an eye-ſore; As long as heeſees, 
him, he thinkes himſelfe poore. So the runner in a. 
race, haſtens his pace by looking to thoſe before,not 
flackens ir by looking backe to thoſe behind; So 


greater eminency in grace then our ſelues, and then 
hang downe our heads, and couer ourfaces in ſhame 
to ſee what #othizg we are,and then pur te the (pur 
t© this dull jade, our naughty fleſh, that wee may 
make more haſte in our journey. 

The txt is, when we abſtaine from good, vnder 
pretence of auoiding euill; which anſwers to that 
deceitin the former kind of doing euill for the pro- 
curing of good. This is the deceit of the Papiſts, in 


nor. 
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not ſuffering the Scriptures te bee read of the com- 
| mon people,becauſe ofthe hure that may come of ir. 
| Anſtes makes mention of ſome, that negtefted the 
meanes of knowledge, becauſe knowledge puſſethop. | 
and ſo would bee 7gn0r4#t.that they might be hum- 
ble;& want knowledge,that they might want pride: 
So the Philoſopher plucked out his eyes to anoide 
che danger of vacleannes, But we muſtlearne,neuer 
either to feare good, though ir may ſeeme neuer ſo 
burtfull,nor to embrace evz{, though nener ſo profe- 
table. Hurtfull good is more profitable, then profi- 
table cuill. 


| 


Of another deceit inthe ſame kinde. 


Here remaineth yet one deceit more in this 
kind,from which,it being ſomerhing more 
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our vow : Much more then will onr deceitfull 
hearts doe the like for thoſe daties,whereto we are 
tied by Gods Commandements : For if they baue 
fleights ro looſe a double knot, both ofa comman- 


dement and vow too; much more then a _— 
not 
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Ts large, wee have reſered this Chaprer. —_— 

And thar is the inuenring of falſe reaſons 

to detaine our ſelues for performance of dnrie : 

For even in ſuch duties, wherero wee haue bound 

our {clues by vow, wee will yet goe about roflip 

the collar, and to vntie the knor ; which Salomon 

intimaterh in that Prouerbe : It is. 4 ſnare after the ———_ 

vow, to enquire,namely, colourable reaſonstoeclude | explained, 
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knot of a commandement alone. To exemplifie this 
in ſome particulars; Many, when called tothe Sup- 
per of the Lord, pretend their want of preparation 
andvnfitneſſe,by reaſonthey are notincharity with 
cheir brethren. A notable deceir/ For why do they 
rot vpon the ſame grounds refuſe to pray alſo, be- 
cauſe lone and vnitie are as well required heere,as 
in the Sacrament; yea, a fincere profeflion of it, 
forgine v1, as wee forgine,&c. When,inthe publique 
reformation of Religion, vnder Ezekiah, there was 
ſome backwardneſle inthe Prieſts and Leuires, and 
they happily, with the Nluggard, were ready to hold 
the hand in the boſome, andro crye, A Lyon is in 
| che way : This innovation will bee dangerous; wee: 
dare not be ſeen in it : Ezekiab (as afrer him Am4- 
lizws Paulus, Conſul, when no bodie elſe durſt, him-! 
ſelfe ran in with a hatchetintothe Temple of Serapss | 
che demoliſhing whereof the Senate had decreed)' 
began firſt himſelfe , and awaketh thoſe ſlyggards 
with theſe words : 0 bee not deceined my Sonnes; God 
hath choſen you,e5c, As if he ſhould ſay, I know your 
hearts are cunning and deceitfull enough to ſug- 
geit falſe realons, ro diſcourage you, but harken nor 
vato them :doe your dutie. So alſo in the mainte- 


nance of the Miniſterie becauſe of the many vaine 
ſhifts which men haue for their baſe and illiberal! 
dealing with vs, ſaying ; Wee liue idly, and doe no- 
thing but ſpeake a few words,&c,Therefore S. Paul 
hauingexhorted the Galathians to this dutie, ro ke 
away all their wirtic excuſes, addes, Be not deceined, 
God is notmocked: Thereby ſhewing, that as in di- 


| 


uers other things, the deceitfulnelſe of our hearts 
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ſhewes | 
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ſhewes ir ſelfe, ſo in this,namely,the forging of idle 
| reaſons te ſatisfie & bear our themſelyes ja the neg* 
le& of duties commanded by the word of God. And 
as the deceit is in the people, in denying the Mini- 

ſterhis dues, ſoalſo inthe Miniſter in denying the 
Feeop chejrs,the due.namely of (piritual inſpeQion 

and inftrucion. For here ſome pretend, that for a 
while they with-draw them(clves, that they might 
follow rheir ſtudies in the Vniuerſirie, and fo be 
the betrer firted for their charge. When yer Ti#70- 
| thy for the Churches behoofe,forſooke Panls com- 
pany, his deare Maſter, with whom if he had- abode 
ſtill, negleting the Church, hee wanted not this 
pretence, that hee did it to furniſh bimfelfe with 
greater ſtore of knowledge. For Paxl might haue 
beene inſtead of many V niuerfjties to him.So in the 
matter of patience, this is an vſuall ſhift ro excuſe 


borne it. Whereas Peter ſhewes, that wee ought ſo 
much rhe rather to bee patienr, when the euill wee 
ſuffer is vndeſerued, becauſe then patience is moſt 
prayſe-worthy,when it is moſt prouoked. And iniu- 
ries doe more prouoke patience, then deſerts. Be- 
ſides that, in vadeſerued euills, wee haue the confci- 
'ence of our owne innocence, to comfort vs inthat 
; griefe, which the ſmare of the cuill bringeth, All 


| which comfort is wanting, when tke evil is deſerued. | - 


And laſtly, in the duty of liberalitie, how witty and 
; Craftie doe men ſhew themſelues,in deuiſing reaſons 
to ſaue their purſes? As that they haue charges of 
| their owne, they know not whar need they may 
| come to themſelues,anddiners ſuch like, And hence 
ir 


ns 


the want of it: Oh, if TIhaddeſerned it, I could have | 
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| it is,rhe Greeke word,which rheApoſtle ſerteth out 
Liberality by, ſighifierh Simplicitie,in' oppofition 

ro that crafty and wittic wilinefle that is th the Co- 

uetous, to defend themſelnes from the danger as 

they thinke of liberality. 

But to omit theſe particular inſtances, which ar 
infinite; there are fine more genexall and common 
ſhifrs, which men vſe, to auoide thepraftice of god- 
lineſle. 

x Of thoſe whoſe religion and divinity is wholly 
zegeline:Whothinke-it is enough they doe no hurt, 
and that it greatly matrers not for doing good, fo 
they doe no cuill. Bur theſe muſt remember, that 
exery tree that bringeth not forth good fruit (for all ir 
brings forth no bad) ſhall bee ont downe for the fire, 
That the ſeruant,that doth not imploy;and increaſe 
his talent(for all ke rerurnes it ſafe and ſound to his 
Maſter) ſhall be bound hand and foor, and caſt into 
vtter darkneſſe. Thar many who neuer plucked ej- 
ther meate from-Chrifts mouth, or apparel! from 
his backe, nor with the wicked perſecutors impri- 
ſoned him, and made him ficke, {hall yet be condem- 
ned,for that they gaue him no-meate, being hungry, 
no apparel], being naked, nor viſited him.in his im- 
priſonment and ſicknefſe, That they themſelues 
wold nor like of the like cxcule in their idle & neg- 
ligent ſeruants, neither would they think ir a ſufci- 
ent plea forthem toſay,we haue nor ſet, your houſe 
on-fire, or plotted with theeues againſt you , &c. 
Beſides that, theſe deceiue themſelves in think-! 
ing they can abſtaine from euill, in doing no good. | 
Whereas in Chriſts account, not to gather , is tO 

| ſcarrer: 
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ſcatter; nottodoe good, when we. ought; is; ttidoe- 

hurt; nor co fave life, when weimay,is do:deftroy3e.'! 

And therefore, bcing.challenged by thePhariſeesfor | 

curing a ſicke man onthe Sabath; his defence- was, | | 
Whether is it better todoe good ortuil onthe $404th, hs ke,3-4. 
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not kisbrother 'in-his needgis a:deſpi-- 


Second-/hift is of delayers, and procraſtinators, | 2: Shifr, from 
grave; and godly. Hereafter they will repent: and; —_— eng 
reforme their wayes: So. ſaid the. Trwes for the buil-: 
ding of the material lremple,The:#7ame is not yet ro 
and the like doe many of vs. fay-fbr rhe building af 
the ſpiritual remple of Chriſt inpip hearts, Deceityy| 
fully we,as wel as they: for the ſeaſon of repentance 
i5 not the time to come, but the yery inſtante wherein 
we lite. Behold now rhe accepred time:behnld now; 
the day of ſaluation..Tbxday,  whillt ir-is- called toy], _ 
day,trarden nor your hearts : For wee are certaine- —_— 
of this onely, andnot of any more, becauſe -our life-| Heb.z.15. 
1s-not in our owne hands,but in Gods;who ina'mo- 
mene car rake it away. Bur ſay that.,as once Ezekiah, 
chou hadſt a'leaſe of thy life for ſome certaine ſpace 
of yeares, yer ſtill the deceit would be the ſame; for 
though thy life may cotinue longer, yet how know'ſt 
thou that Gods call alſo will ſtill continue?or if thar.| 
doe, whether he will giue thee his grace to anſweref 
vnto-it, who haſt already ſo contemptuouſly reie- 
Gedir? Afſurethy ſelfe, hee that will nor-bee fit for 
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God to day, will be lefſe fit ro morrow. For herein ! 


L 


[ 


who ſay thetme isnoryet come-for themrolbe fo. |!Ppreoes for | 


ſpecial!y is the deceirfulnefle of ſinne to bee ſeene, | 
| thar | 
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that ti! che longerir continueth with vs,the greater 
{revgth,/and intereſdir gerrerh in vs, and ſo as the 
Apoſtle ſhewes,it hardens our hearts, and more diſ- 
ables vs for good duties then before. Know itthen 
for a rrath, that when the deceirfall heart thus pro» 
craſtinates the praftice of go &, and pus it off. 
rothe time tocome, by time rhou wilt bee (o 
rooted andſeried in: thy finnes, through long cu- 
ſtome and continuance, that thou ſhalt ſcarce bee 


repentance, Suck a forexkinne wilt hee growne 0- 
uerthine hearr, ſorthicke and brawny, that hardly 
will the moſt powerfull morions pierce through ic. 
Doe we not Rotem eaſily the crookedneſle' of a 
young twipmay beeconeted? Leri alogetill it 
bee growne a confirmed tree, it is inflexible. Alas, 
how ay there beene, who deceiving them- 
\ſeloes with an opinion of repenting hereafter ,, as 
chinking rhe preſenttime when God''called them 
vnſcaſonable;afrerward, ſeeing their error, and how 
they had ler flip the ſeaſon, haue howled with Eſas, 
and haue then cried out, they could not repent,be- 
cauſe the ſeaſon was now paſt, it w2s now too late? 
Whar a cunning trick of thine is this.O thou deceir- 
ful hare! when rhou ſhouldft do good.to{ay,Ir is too 
ſoone,that rime is nor yet come, hereafter I will do 
it:And yet when thisthyhereafter is come, then to | 
{zy,now iris roo Jate.the time is paſt? Let vs notthen 
be thus deluded, ſuffering the time of graceto over- 
paſle vs, ro our deſtruction. Behold thy ſpirituall e- 
nemies are in areadinefſe for thee, they haue their 
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ir now time for thee toralke ofdeferringthy pres | 
paration for them?If thou. come not our andharn: fle | 
thy ſclfe for che battle inall che haſte, thou wilt be | 
vtterly ogexthrowne, before thy hereafter be come. | 
Why ſthouldeſtrthou deale with Chriſt like the Di- 
aels, who cryed againſt him comming to diſpoſſeſſe 
them,why art thou come to torment Vs _— our time? 
For ſo many account the pradtiſe of godlineſſe a 
torment. Why ſhouldeſt thou doe a2” gar God, | 

then thou oyghreſt ro doe with thy neighbour? $45 | p,oy,z, us, 
not to thy n:ighbour, goz and come againe to morrow, | 

and Iwill gzue thee, if now thou have it. T capnar lay | 

iadeede, that when God to day cals for thy repen- | 

rance, thou haſt ir of thy ſelfe then ro giue it him * | 

Yecthis I may ſay, ſay not ro God, Come againe to | 

morrow and thou ſhalt haue my repentance; whea | 

co morrow thou ſhalt be lefſe able to gine it,then to | 
day. O that chou couldeſt be wile to know the time 
of thy viſitation, & to apprehend the occaſions, and 
gracious opportuniries of thy good, while they are 
offcred;to obſerue the rime ofthe fpirirs mouing in 
thy heart, as once thoſe {1cke men did ofthe Angels 
mouing in the poole of Beth:{4a, and with like vio- 
lence to take irfor thy ſoules health,as they did rhat 
for cheir bodics. It wich theChurch inthe Canricles, | . 
whenChriſt knocketh atthe doore of thy heart,chou 
riſe not vpinall the haſte ro ler himin,he wil be gon; 
agd with her, thou maiſt ſceke him long enough in | 
great woe and griefe,as once Toſeph & Mary did bodi- 
ly, ere thou arc like to find him. Heare what Chriſt 
himſelfe faich, Behold, I ſtand at the doore and knocke, 
if any man heare my vogce.and open,T will come in,cllc 
| R nor 
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Soles occideve 
{| && redirepoſ- 
ſl ut, Co 


nor. Thou ſceſt the Marriners and Water-menzbe- | 
cauſe they hane nor the winde & tide at command, 
take the benefit of ir, whiles it ſerues. The good huſ- 
band in the world, how greedily doth lie apprehend 
the occafion of a good penniworth, and takes the | 
aduanrage of the marker? Othat we could be as wiſe 
ſpiritually,and take our penniworth of the Goſpel], 
whileir laſterh and whilesit is yet day ply our-work 
' before the rwelfe houre be gone, and that fearefull 
night ouertake vs, wherein none can worke. O chat 
is this our 4ay,2s Chriſt wich teares wiſhed for Teru- 
ſalem, we could know the things belonging to our 
peace! Ler vs nordeceine our {cluesin thinking, be- 
cauſe we are young,we haue therefore time enough 
before vs, we need nor make ſuch haſte: Alas,it is bur 
a day, athort day, all the rimerhat we haue. O that 
in thisthy dey, ſaith Chriſt; And then afrer it, comes 
an erernall night. Other dayes, though thoy have 
cheir nights, yer thoſe nights end,and day comes a- 
gaine : Bur after this day be once gone, there never 
comes anew day.to worke the worke of theLordin 
againe:O bur the day of rhe Goſpell among vs hach 
beene,and fo itillis like ro be, a long day : Well, be 
ir ſo; Bur thenthe day of thy life may bee ſhort e- 
nough, and then rhe orher is thine no longer then 
thou lineft. When thou art de:d,whar good willthe 
| Goſpel] doe thee then? Yea, bur thenthe day ofmy 
life may be a long day.For 1 am young andhealthy; 
Well, grant thee thar roo, yer the day of the Gol- 
pell, and the grace of God nay bee our before the 
day of thy life: And then what good will thy life do 
thee ? One of theſe two may caſily be, that if the 
day 
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day of the Golpel-be lowg,the day.of thy life ſhould | 
be ſhort;or if . £ day of thy life be logg, yer the day | 
ofthe Goſpell ſhould bee, thprc. See then how dans» | | 
2erous ang, deccitfull delaies are - Secke. the Lorg, | 
therefore white he n249 be fannd, leſt otherwile thou 
be like choſe that Chiiſt ſpeakes of, who ſhall ſeeke to | hs 

enter, and ſhall not be ablezaud Salomant hat ſhall Jeeks | ren 29-f 
the Lord early, and ſoc! vat finde bir; Andall,, be- | Ws 
cauſe they hated knowledge and did not chooſe the feare | yer. uy, 
of the Ler d they auld none of any counſelh, Icalled, and | © 
they. refuſed, I tretched out wy hang, and none would | ' 
regard. ihe ſcaſon.thengt Reking Gad is when he.) i 
(cekes vs, andjnauires vs to come vato him,when he 
callsand ſtrerches out; his hang. as hee-doth now in ; 
the miniſtery of the, word ; If now thou ſ{toppeſt. 


chinecaro, through thisdeceig gfaplyering heere-| 
afrer, thou. axt:wpydrous; wide; Ag, pow .thox agt "nM 
deafe, (o heereafter, God will.he 4#mbe. Heereafter: | 
there ſhall be nathingforthee to anfwere vnto, ng | 
voice of God toobey;lauchthat,Gee yeearſed. Gods I 
ſpirit, ha}l nor alwayesftriug with thee : Thou haft;| cen.s. | 
refuſed the good ceuulſcllofithe Lord, and reſiftegd | 
his ſpicit-in the word; Thoy, mailſt fit long enough | 
erethe like grace.,ba.ftexed thee againe : The time | 
may Come hes hou waiſt deſire, 10. lec.ongof;the l "ha my | 
daies of the Goſpell,which gowrthou ſeelt,and ſhalc 
nor fee it, when, as Chriſt ſaid of himſelfe ro the 
lewes;thou maiſtſeeke the powerfull miniſtery,and 
(hall nor find ir,þecauſe thou wouldeſt nor w/w | 
by it, when it ſought thee. | a= 54 2094252] 
_ 3. Shift is from extraordinary occaſions.asinthoſe ||z.Shift.Speci-} 
inthe parable; who iwujred co the ſupper, ,excyled. al occafion, 
R 2 , them» [Luke-4-18, | 
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T hd verriafattneſeof Mons heare; \ 


Dm 


.ended, addeth theſe words, He that heteth not his fa- 
ther, mot hey; wife;dhildrew. je2 and hi ownelifeynuch | 


this Latter that 'itnakes the fortierbordenſorhe ts vs, 


,, | Thave ſould myſetfe to #heinordimthe lone of mry farme;; 
"| and'Thawe married my'ſelfe t0-1 # ſve) 


| of that occaſion wouldhaue lefr a deeper wound in| 
| our. conſciences-then of the duty. As in Haneah, 
| -SR2T717 k 


themfelues with'the buying of farms, oxen. 4 &c. Bur 
this ismeere deceit : The rruecauſce indeede ; why 


oxen had bouphr them Their sfefions had in- 
thralled and fold-themſethnes ro rhe World . And 
therefore ot Sattionr, preſently after the Parable 


more his farme, his oxen; cannot bee my Di(ciple. Fr 
was not then rhe farme, the oxen, but the inordinate 
affe&jon ro rhoſerhings, thar they loved them more 
then they did Chrift,'that detabed'them, This was + 
r6acherh. The things of this life 2ye burdens indeed 
prefſing our 'foules downe, but tot in themſtkics,; 


irfrotn out 6wrie coffapticn. Which the ApofHe 
ſheweth, ioynirig theſe ewo things rogether.Coſting 


ofrhislife, 422 ſiune;,zhet ſs eaſel iwrompeſeth»4.Itis 


Therefore they inſtead of ſaying, Thane bought 2 
farme, Thatt married a wiſe; ſhould tatherhaie ſaid, 


1 le 10 fit foi and vornal 
Lowe of iy rife, at well 6s to my wife: Sorhe caſes in- 
place; 1 will haue mere and not Sacrifice: And then 
the occaſion hindritig the duty; is of greater con- 
ſequence then the duty omitred : And the neglect 


they would yor come; 'was becauſe rheir farms and |, 


A the weight'they haven thisktnde, they receive || 


atv dy every thing that preſſeth downe this is,the things | 


deed there are, whetin that rule'of onr Sauiourharh | 


the' true impediment” which Chrift ih theſe words |: 
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F for rhe going ro the ſacrifice at $h/0h, ſhee had 

neglected to ſhew mercy to her poore infant in gi- 
uing itſucke. Bur here many deceine themſclues. 
ro make cyery entertainment of a friend, euery goſ- 
ſipping or marriage-dinner, or ſome ſuch like occa- 
ſion, to be a ſufficient cauſe roiuftle our the ſervice 
of God. And this was Marthaes deceit, rebuked e- 
uerely by our Sauiour : Notwithitanding the mee- 
ting of friendsin Zacharies houſe; the circumciſion 
of the childe on the eight day was not neglected. 
The Iſraclires were bur in an vnſerled rumultuary 
eftate inthe wilderneſſe, and yer for all that,theydid 
nor poſt off rhe duty of thankſgiuing,till they were 
peaceably poſſeſſed of Canzarn: And forall rheir of- 
ren remoues in the wildernefle. and thevncertainty 
of rhem, yet they ſceme to be challenged by the 
Lord, for the negle& of circumciſion. 

Fourth /if# is that which is rife in the mouthes 
of the prophane, thar ir is vaine and bootlesto rake 
any paines in godlines: For if they bee ordained ro 
deſtruction, it will nothing aduantage them , they 
ſhall looſe all their labour; if to (aluation , though 
they liue neuer ſo wickedly, itſhall nothing preiu- 
dice, or diladuantagethem; They muft needs come 
to their appointed end:Bur theſe muſt know thar ir 
is impoſhble, either for a reprobare to live godly, 


——_— 


the ſame God rhat ordaines the end, ordaines the 
meanes. I hoſe whom he harh ordained to ſaluation, 
hee hath alſo ordained to good workes, that they 
ſhould walke therein. Why then wilt chou deceive 


oranelea alwayes to live lewdly and looſely : For | 
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life? for there thou wilt not xeaſon : God hath ap- 
pointed how: long I ſhall liue, therefore I will eate 
nomeate, becauſe Gods decree mulſt- needs ftand, 
whetherl cateor faſt:Here thou wilt hane the wir 
to anſwere; God indeed hath ordaived how long I 
{hall liuve;bur withall he hath- ordained that the time 
| I ſhall live, I ſhall live bythe vic of meanes, Much 
more ſhouldeft thou vſe this anſwer in this caſe. For 
chou knoweſt not bur God may miraculouſly main- 
raine thy temporall life without meanes : bur thou 
maiſtaſſure thy ſelfe, God will never worke fuch 
a miracle, as co bring aſinfull irrepentant louleiato 
heauen. 

The fifr/>if# is, of thoſe thatcomplaine of the 
diftculkyof the prattiſe of godlinefſe, how painfull 
iris to ourfleſh, how impoſſible to be attained, and 
ſo by this meanes diſcourage themſelues from ma- 
king towards the heaucnly, as once thoſe Wu did 

1 hus the | 
| foole purs off the ftudie of knowledge, pretcading 
the impoſſibility of reaching -vnto-it : As 84/0m0y 
{implies, when he fayes, as it were-mockingly imira- 
tiag-of him, wiſedomes (inthe plurall namber) ore 
foo high for a foole. O there are ſo many and ſundry 
things to be learned; How can Ti comprehend them 
all?Bur here the truth is,thart want of wil/is the true 
cauſe, though want of s&;{ and power be pretended. 
For theſe men are like bankrupts who though they 
be able to pay ſomeparroftheir debts,yetretule to 
| pay any thing,becauſe they cannot pay all. So theſe 
vpon pretence oftheir vnability to doe all required, 
will got endeauour to doe any thing art all. Devids 
| practiſe | 


bd 


| 
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proilema cleane contrary : For he propoſing to 
imſelfe that perfeftion of obedience required in 
the Law, farre aboue rhe reach ofany man : Thou 
haſt commanded thyprecepts to bee kept very much; 
namely, with all our hearts, ſoules, &c. doth not 
thereupon giue ouer his deſire, and endeauour of 0- 
bedience, but rather prouckesand enkindles itther- 
by; For thereupon hee infers preſently, 0 that my 
wayes were ſodireted, that Tmight keepe thy latutes- 
Here to deliner our ſelues from this deceit, we muſt 
remember that God accepts efetiog for effeTing, 
willing for working deſires for deeds,purpoſes for per- 


endeauour,harh promiſed his grace,inabling them e- 
uery day to do more and more. Which grace when 
once we haue,then ſhall we ſee how falſe itis which 
| our-heartstels, vs, concerning the paine andredi- 
auſnes of godlinefſe.For then we ſhall feele Chriſts 


will not bee burthenſome unto vs. Nay, it is ſinne that 
is ſo patnefull;Gods works are farre more-eaſje,then 
are the Dinels : For whether thinke we is the eafier 
burthen to carry, malice. and enuie in our hearts, or 
the loue of God,and ourneighbour? Te retaine the 
memory of iniuries is troubleſome. and. vexes the 
mind,but what trouble or paine is it to ler ones an- 
ger ge, not to ſpeake euill,not ro reproach or ſlan- 
der our neighbour 2: not to- ſweare? to aske good 
things of Godthat giuerh them readily ? it is trou» 
bleſome ro the minde to carke and care, and take 
thought; but to reſt on God by faith,how ſweer and 
ealy isir tothe heart? Itisa ſlander then againſt god- 


renences,perice for pounds.,and vnto fuch as do their | 
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| linefle to ſayir is ſofull of paine and trouble. And 
of the deceitfulneſſe ofthe heart, in perſwading, ſo 
much. | | 
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Of the deceit of the heart, in that which it promſeth 


#0 Vs. 


PPE are now toproceed on to the third head 
7H of deceicfninefie, which is in promiſing. 
þ And that is cither to oxy ſelxes,or to God. 
To our (clues we deceifully iſe many things. 
1-Pleaſure, profit, and the fweernefſe of both in 
{inne, bur in the end in'ſtead hereof (ſo faithfull are 
our hearts of their words)we finde nothing bur gall, 
and wormewood. ſhame in the world,confuſjon and 
horrour in our owne confciences, Whence that que- 
ſtion;Mhat fruit haxe ze in thoſe things, wherofye ore 
now ſhamed? As if he ſhould hane ſaid; Your hearts 
promiſed you much fruit of pleaſure and content- 
ment in finne:Alas where is it?ye find now norhing 
but ſhame. So true is thar of S9/oros : The righte- 
ous is more excellent then his neighbour; bur the 
| way of the wickeddeceinesthem. They think them- 
{clues farre betrer then the righteous : and ſo they 
' were indeed, if they could find thar felicitte in their 
wicked waies which their deceirfull hearts promiſe; 
bur this they doe not: Their way deceiues them, as 
\uce ſhewes in the next verſe , The deceitfull man 
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(though | 
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| hold, and roule them there, bur after once they are 


(though when hee went abour to ſteale his veniſon 
promiſed much mirch and cheere to himſelfe, ye he 
comes. ſhort of hisreckonivg) hee ſhall not ſo much as 
roſt that hee tooke inthe hunting. In conetouſneſſe, 
what happineiic doch the heart promiſe ir felfe in 
gaine, though neuer ſo volawfull, and vnrighreous? 
Burt bow deceirfully, many examplescan witneſle. 
What got Ananias and Saphirah , by reſeruing ro 
rhemſclues facrilegiouſly the Churches goods; but 
a ſhamefull and izgnominious deach? No more did 
Balaam, when hope of gaine, and the large promiſes 
of the King,made him blindly and boldly rath vpon 
the Angels ſword; Whence the ſcripture vſerh that 

hraſe of the Deceit of Balaams wages. What got Ge- 
bez; by taking vp that good morſell, as he thought, 
which his Maſter ſo vawilſely, in his conceit, let go 
beſide his lips? nothing bura leprofie. Did not 4- 
chans Babyloniſh garment bring the ſtones about 
his cares2and 1#das thirty peeces of filuer the halter 
abour his neck? Excellently Salomon, the bread of de. 
ceit ſeemes pleaſant to a man, but afterward his mouth 
6 filled with grauell. There are ſome meates, which 
are very pleaſant in the mourh, ir is delightfull ro 


{wallowed downe,with the fiſh, we feele the hooke 
ſticking in our jawes; being in the ſtomacke rhey 
make vs wondrous ficke, {o that we cannot be well 
till che ftomacke haue diſgorged ir ſelfo. This isthe 


ludgitt, 


{imilituade whereby Zophar in Tob,doth moſt elegant= 
ly repreſent vntovsthe deceirfulnes ofthar pleaſure | 
the couerous promiſe rhemſelues in the gaine of vn« | 
righteouſneſſe. Wickedneſſe was ſweete in her month, 
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The deceitfulneſſe of Mans heart. 
aud be bid it 2nder bis tongue, and kept it cloſe in his 
wouth, rolling it about, as a prece of Sugar. Burt what? 
was it ſo ſweet in his belly too? No, his meat in his 
bowels was turned, it became the gall of Aſpes in the 
middeſt of him:He hath denoured ſubſtance.,and he ſhall 
omit it ;, God ſhall draw it out of his belly : And thus 
in the Goſpell,are pleaſures well called thorwes, nor 
onely for choaking the word, but alſo for pricking 
and wounding the conſcience with trne ſorrow, in 
ſtead ofrhatfalſe and fattering delight which we 
expected. As it is thus in cauetoufneſſe, ſoin am- 
birian, and all ather, ſinnes. Did not Adams and Exe 
promiſe vntothemſelnes in the eating of the forbid- 
den tree, the glory of the God-head? For what elſe 
meaneth rhat bitter ſcoffe, and ſalr ſarcaſme of rhe 
Lord, Behold, man is become like one of vs? Burt what 
was the ifſue? Moſes tels vs: Then were their eyes 0- 
pened, and they ſaw their nakedves;they ſaw how they | 
were mocked; how for the mines of gold they had| 
met with cole-pits,nay, for heauen, with hell: for a 


throne of glory, with the dunghill of ignominy. In 
this regard the Apoſtle ſaith, that ſane deceined his. 


cerning ſinne : And for the ſame reaſon he calleth 
the luits of the fleſh, the decezrenble luſts of old 4- 
dam;inthe ſame ſencethat Salomon calls the Rulers 
mcat, a deceimzable mear : Becauſe wee promiſe ſuch 
great matters of joy and delight to our ſelues in our 
ſinnes, the contrary whereof afterward our owne 
 wofull experience teacherh vs: For finne imbraces 
Vs indeed, bur ir is like the Serpent: Together. with 
| the imbrace, it mortally ſtings vs. Belecue wee an 

then| 


wa 
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ſhall ſmart forour credulitie afterward. Sinne that 
lay quiet before, like a ſleeping dog, will afterward | 
| awake,and flye in our throates,andofa friendly per- 
{wader. it will turne a moſt vehement accuſer. The 
promifſtd pleaſure ſhall vaniſh with the very aft of 
| the ſinne, and then comes the ſting of the guile, Af- 
rer the ſinne is throughly done,ſhal-we perceive the 
hainouſneſſe thereof. 

'H. We deceitfully promiſe to our ſelues the ene 
ioymeat of many outward bleſſings, whichyert wee 
neuer get. Thus Sa»t promiſed himſelte victory o- 
uer Daxid, being ſhut vp in Keilah + The Lord, faith 
hee, hath deliuered him into my hand. So al{o did the 
Tebuſires triumph againſt Dax3d, as though they had 
beene ſure enough for eucr being ouercome byhim. 
Thisdeceir we may (ee in the cracking of Go/iah, & 
Senacherib, who badin their preſuming hope, got 
the victory of their aduerſaries before the conflict, 
and fo putting on the harneſſe, glorict as thoſe thar 

ut it off: And wee may caſity diſcerne it in our 
[-tues who too too eaſily belecuing ſuch things as 
we deſire ſhould come to paſſe, doe often make our 
ſelaes, ſure ofthem, when yet in the end wee come 
fhort'of chem. Herein-deceining our ſelues, as the 
Dwell would haue deceivedour Sauiour : A? theſe 
things will I gine thee ſaich he,which yet were not in 
his. power to giue': No more are any of the [caſt of 
theſe things in our hands which we ſo confidently 
aſſure ro ourſelues. Andtherefore to this deceit,op- 
pole we Salowons counſell, Bosſt ot of to morrow ſor 
thou knoweſt not what « day may bring foorth. Many 
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things fal our betwixt the cup aud the lip,i.lomuch 
that oftentimes, wee enioy not thoſe things which 
even almoſt we haue in our hands. 

I TI. Our hearts deceiue vs in promiſing I know 
not what contentment and happineſlc in the fruiti- 
on of theſe outward bleſſings, when yet the euerpr 
anſwereth not our expecarion. O faith the deceit- 
fall heart of man, if I might haue thisor that which 
I defire, ſo mnch lining.ſuch or ſuch an cffice, or 
preferment , how comfortable and folatious a life 
{ſhould I lead? well, when he hath bis wiſh, itfareth' 
with him almoſt, as with the Iſractjtes in rheir 
quailes;He finderth more vanity & vexartion of ſpirir 
in the preſence,then he did before inthe want of this 
his ſo much defired good. Hence alſo that phraſe of 
the deceitfalnes of riches becauſe they doe nor per- | 
forme that which our hearts promile vs concerning 
them.Inthe ſame regard , worldly honoursare cal- 
led/ies.by Danid,0 ye ſounes of men how lowg wil ze fol 
tow after lies? T he lic indeed is inour own falſe harts 
We make them lyars, in that we promiſe ſuch great 
matrerstoourſelues of them. Wheras in the end the 
leaning-ſtaffe.becomes a knockingenaget; and the prop 
to ſuſtaine vs, like the Egyptian reede, proues a pricke 
ro pierce and paine vs, and as 70> complaines of his 
friends, all theſe marters which we thoughr would 
hauebeene vnempriable fountaines of comfort, Je- 
ceine 25 like a brooke, whole waters faile in the ſum-| 
mer, when we haue greateſt vſe of then. Thus Fae 
promiled her ſelfe grear matrers in.Caiz,and he was 
the man obtained as a ſpeciall bleiling of the Lord, 
& lis brother was called Habe/, Vanity, as _m_ -4 
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'bodie ja regard of him, Burafterward this her ſon, 
on whom ſhe ſo much dored, proueda very thorne 
in her ſide, and pricke in her eye.So concerning E/- 
| kanih, itis noted that hee loued Hanngh more then 
| his other wife, promiſing no doubt grearer matter 
| of comfort to himſelfe in her,then m the orher. But 
| what followed? He /oved her, faith the prophet, and 
| the Lord made her barren. Marke the coniunQion of 
| his loving her, and Gods making of her barren, So 
' ſhall it bee in all ſuch earrhly creatures, whereunro 
| we cleaue inordinately, falſly promiſing ioy to our 
ſelves In their vſe : Godin his iuftt adgementr ſhall 
make thern barren, ſo thar they fhall nor yeeld vs a+ 
' quarter ofthat comfort, or benefit, which we expe» 
' ed. The rich foole hee promiſed himſelfe a little 
| heaven lu his riches :' Sou/g,Fake thine eaſe;e>c. Burt. 
alas how ſoone did God diſeaſe him?O foole this night 
| ſhall they take away thy ſoul, and then where is thine 
eaſe? The reaſon of this deceir is, for that we,in cur 
expecration of theſe ourward things,” before they 
come apprehend onely the good, andthe'{weet,ab- 
ſtrated from the ſowre; the pleaſure divided from 
the paine : bur, in the frairion, wee feele both, yea 
' more of the ſowre then of the {weere. And hence it 
comes to paſſe; that nothing pleaſerh vs ſo well in 
the frartion, asin the expe@Fation, Nay, nothing al- 
; moſt which pleaſures vs when hoped for, bur does 
| more diſpleaſe vs when had. Nothing I meane- of 


| theſe #29yporals, whereof now we ſpeake. For as for | | 


' eternals, they are more lone of vs, when poſſeſſed, 
' then when 42/ired. For it is impothble for any man 
| ro imagine, or conceiue of a greater happines then 
p28 that 
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;4-Freadome | JI. Our hearts deceiue vs in promiſingvnoro ys. 
avg . | both freedome from Gods 1udgement in ſinne, and 
"beaenin | the fruition of his merciesin the negle& of obedi> 
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that which chey haue in themſelues, thar (o having 
them:hee ſhould begin ro deſpiſe them, finding leſle 
then he looked for before he had them. Nay,our o- | 
pinion doth not ſo much runne over in canceiuing. 
of remporals, as ic comes ſhort in che apprehenſion 


ence : In the one, cunningly ſeparating the end- 
from. the meanes , hell , damnarion, wdgement 
from finnez and in the orher , the weenes from the | 
ed, holineſſe, righteouſneſſe, from (aluation :tel-. 
ling vs, we may enioy the end without the meanes, | 


glory without grace , a plentifull haroeſt wirhour | 
ſecede ſowen, As the Dexil/ would baue deceiued 
[ our Saujour, promiſing him ſafe deſcent from the 
| Temple, without going downe by the ſtaires : fo 
| heere would our hearts deceiue vs, promiſing a 
ſure aſcent vp into heauen , without going vp 
by the ſtaires of the workes of obedience. A feare- 
full thing it is roſee men goe on boldly in their fins, 
and yer as boldly ro promiſekeauen to themlelues, 
O fooliſh ſor / who hath thus bewitched thee, to 
thinke that. after thou haſt begun and continued in 
| ſinne, thou ſhalt end in glory; that after thou haſt 
lived many yeares here in this world, and done no- 
thing, but ſhamefully diſhonoured that God which 
made thee, with thy filthy beaſtly lite.full of all im« 
purity.that yer in the end God will honorthee with 
| the glory of his Saints? Be wot deceined, faith Pax, 
| Neither fornicators, nor Tdolaters, nor adulterers.nor 
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wantons, nor buggerers, Occ. ſhall inherit the king- 
dome of God. 

And S. Peter tels vs.that God hath called vs vnto 
glory and vertue. To glory, asthe end; to vertwe as 
the way leading vsthereunto.Neuer then looke for 
glory, butin the way of verrue. God hath chained 
theſerwo faſter togetherthen that they ſhould bee 
| ſeuered; ſo alſo hath hee finne and ſhame : And 
| yer how many are there, like that man that Moſes 
ſpeakes of who when hee heares the curſes of the 
Law read, yet bleſſeth himſelfe in his heart, ſaying, 
. I ſhall hawe peace, although Twalke according to the 
' tubborneſſe of my herrte* When the miniſters ofthe 
; word threaten in the name of God, his indgements 
' againſt ſinne; are there nor, who ſay in their hearts; 
| Taſh.theſe are bur (car-crowes;God meanes noſuch 
| matter, this is but a policie to keepe men in awe ? 
| Theſe are ſuch as the Propher ſayes haue made a 
| covenant with hell, and death, and the reſt of Gods 
' tadgements. How coulda couenanr, will ſome ſay, 


be made with hell? Truely,true couenant can there 


be none; but onely the deceirfull heart ofman pe;-| 


| {wades it ſelfe of a couenant, & ſo beares vs in hand 
|that wee ſhall bee paſt-by vntouched , whatſoeuer 
'{courges come. Wee may ſeean example of this in 
| Eve, who rehearſing Gods commandement and 
threatning to the ſerpent, began to minſe ir,with a 
peraduenture; Leaſt peraduenture yee die; when God 
; abſolurely and reſolurely had ſaid, Is djine jeeſhal 
dye. So they in Terermy,wicked and impenirenc wret- 
; ches,yer flatter themſclues in hope ofmercy,I1t may 


; 
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God threatned Abah to roote our his houſe: yet hee | 


promiſed himſelfe the eſtabliſhment of his houſe: | 
And thereupon fo followed the worke of generati- ! 
on ,thar hee left ſeucnry (onnes behind him. 2.Kizgs 
10. 1. 

V.Our hearts deceiue vs in promiling aſetled and 
immoueable continuance of our ourward profperi- | 
ty. This was E4oms deceit, to whom the Prophet | 
thus ſpeakerh : The pride of thine heart hath deceiued | 
thee : Thou that dwelleſt in the clifts of the rocke, whoſe 
habitation is highthat ſaith in hu heart, whoſhall bring 
me downe to the ground? | his deceit was in herthat 
laid, I ſit as a Dweene, and ſhell feele no ſorrowes. Y ea, 
the godly themſclues are ſubict ro this deluſion : 
as Daid, when in his proſperity hee ſaid hee ſhould 
neuer bee moued; and 7ob when in his flouriſhing 
eſtate hee ſaid, I ſhall die in my welt, and multiply my 
dayes as the ſands. No maruellthen if the foole ſay to | 
himſelfe, Thon heſt goods laia op for many yeares. | 

VI. We falſly promileto our {clues good ſucceſſe | 
vpon weake and inſufhcient grounds. As Micah, Now 
I know, ſaith he, the Lord will be good vnto me, Why 
Michah? becauſe T hane a Lenit to my Prieſt : yea bur, 
God did nor allow of {uch rouing /ep-/and Leuites: 
neicher were priuate houſes rhe place where God 
would haue the Levites imployed, but the Taber- 
nacle. Wherein ir (eemes Balaam deceiued himlelte. 
hoping becaule of his many altars and ſacrifices, his 
deſire and purpoſe of curſing the IWraclires would 
fadge., And this 1s the deceit of the ſuperſtitious, who 


| 
| 


| boldly promiſe no ſmall matter to themſelues vpon 


the carcfull performance of their ſuperititious deuo 
| t!Ons. 
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humble themſclues in confeſſion, and can ferch a 
ſigh, or ſhed ateare in prayer, or ifthey bee ſome- 
thing more diligent in outward ſeruice of God they 
ordinarily, they ſhall eaſily obtaineat Gods han 
that which they deſire. 


Cruare. X x. 


Of the deceit of the heart, in that which it promiſeth 
to God, | 


Hus we haue ſeene how deceitfall our hearts 
are in the promiſes they make ro oxy ſe/yes: 
it remaineth to ſce rhe like deceirfulnefſe 

in the promiſes they make to God. 


either the duties of repentance, and reformation in 
general, or any ſpeciall duty in particular: 

1.For perticular duties, how often doe we purpoſe 
and ſecretly.yea,otherwiſe more ſolemnly promiſe 
ro God the performance of this or that, when yer, 
in the end we doe nothing lefſe,by reaſon of the vn- 
ſoundneſſe and vnſetlednefle of our deceineable 
hearts? $4/omon inſinuates, that in his time there 
wereſome, that after by vow they had bound them- 
{clues to the ord for the performance of ſeruice, 
did yer afterward goe about to enquire for rea- 
ſons, how to be diſcharged of the vow. Tacob pro- 
miſed and ſolemnly vowed to the Lord, thar being 
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tions: Yea, among our ſelues many rthinke if they 


Now the heart is deceitfull in promiſing to God, | 
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blefſedin his journey, and ſafely returned home a-' 
gaine,he would build an altar in Bethel, & pay tithes. 
Neuertheles.for al chis, Jacob afrerhis returne could : 
lit ſtill, and inde no leyſure topay his vow, till God? 
me and plncked him by theeare, both by the aflli- 
tions ſent vpon him in himſelte,& his children, and 
alſo by his owne vyoyce, as it were ſhewing him the ' 
reaſon of his danger before by Eſav, and now by, the 

people of rhat Country, of Diz2hs raniſhment, and 
his ſonnes barbarous murther; Ariſe, goe vp to Bethel, 
and build there an altar.according to thy vow. How 
often doe the beſt purpoſe with themſelues to ſhew 
ſome proofe of their ſpirituall grace.in performance 
of this or that duty : when yer, when it comesto the 


God? Wherein it fareth with vs, as with Sampſon, 


triall, wee are altogether diſabled, and ſhew nothing 
but weakenefle and corruption, becauſe wee haue 
by our negligence and ſecurity grieued the ſpirit of 


who ſaid with himſelfe, 7 wil/goe ont now as at other 


pher,#hat the ſpirit ofthe Lord was departed from him: 
And fo his heart deceined him. Thus Was it with 
Danid:; I ſaid, 1 will looke to mywayes, that T ſinne wot 


the wicked 3s in fight : but preſently after he ſhcwes 
how ſoone he broke his word : My heart was hot. the 
fire kindled.,and Tſhake with my tongue.e*c, Peters Ex- 
ample is very memorable;how confident was hee in 
proteſting and promiſing concerning his ſticking to 
Chriſgtothe very dearh?bur yer quickly plucked in 
his ſnatles hornes, euen at the ſlight touching of a 


filly wench . How ſoone ſaith Anſtes, didit rhou 
| denie 
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times andſhake my ſel fe:but he knery not, faith the Pro-| 


with my tongne : Twill keepe my month bridled whiteſt | 
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denie him 4sa dea4man, whom before thou con+ 
feſſedſt as the lining Sonne of God? | | 
To this place belongeth thar viuall deceit, wher- | 5, ,., congi. 
by wee ſecretly promile to the Lord rhe doing of |cionofrgercing | 
[rhis orthat when our preſent eſtare ſhall be chan- |-Þis #7 taat, | 
'oed. QhifI were thusandthus, TI would doe {o and 
| ſo. If Twere King. ſaith Abſolom, T would ſee in(tice | 


done to enery man. Thinke wee he would have bin 2s 
|g00d as his word, if euerhe had beene King? Afſu- 
iredly none would hane bin more tyrannicall. IF 1 
[were 2 rich man.ſaith one.,O how liberall,how free- 

hearted would I bee ? God happily lets him haue 

hje miſh,burt he lets not God haue his promiſe. God | 

cineth riches to him, but heno /iberality to God. Nay 
| when heis become rich, hee is more unjuſt,niggard- | 
ly, ſcraping,chen thoſe of whom he complained be- 
fore,when he was poore. Thus young men thinke 
with themſelues when they come to bee old, they 
will not offend in thoſe faults wherein they ſee age 
ſo mach ouer-raken,2s frowardnes,moroſitie,impa* 
tlencie, contempt of youth, &c.Vnmarried phy rf 
(thinke, when they are once married, they ſhall line 
fo louingly.and comfortably.and be quite free from 
all choſe faults which theyſee married folke to of-: p y 
tend in. Men withour children, iFonce they might | | 
come to haue children, O the daries they would | 
performe, the care of Godly education they would 
haue. Private men, If they were in places of go- 
uernment,O the wonders that chey rheh would do. | 
And in euery ſtate and condition, whatſoener want | 


| 


wee ſec in others, wee dare promiſe touching onr 
{{clues a freedome from ir, if ve were init. Bur we | 
7 know | 
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[know not, at leaft remember not , that cuery ſtate 


{nowlT am a priuate man, and haue no body bur 
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hath ſencrall remptations, and burdens, annexed 
vnto it. And how can we know, either how we ſhall 
withſtand the one or ffand vader the other, till it 
come to the triall. Nay ;rather we ſhould feare rhe 
worſe of our ſelues. Behold,now, being poore, I am 
couetous, when I want that bait of feeling the ſweer 
of gaine, which rich men haue : What then ſhould 
I be, ifI were rich, when the danger is greater to 
baue our hearts ſtollen away by riches encreafing ? 
Behold, now IT am a ſingle man , haue no body 
to looke to but my ſelfe, and yetI finde I haue' 
enough tn doe this well: how then ſhall I doe when 
beſides my (elfe I haue a family to ouer-ſee?Behold 


mine owne family to gonerne, and yer I finde my 
hands full with this: Alas / if I were in publike 
place of government, how ſhould I bee ouerchar-. 
ged ? Behold, being but a meane obſcure perſon, 1 
yet findir hard ro humble & keepe vnder my proud 
heart : What ſhould I doe then, ifI flouriſhed in 
worldly glory, and were a great one in Princes 
Courts? Lol can hardly ſtand faſt in firme ground? 
How then can I ſecure my feete in ſlippery ground? 

2. In promiling to God repentance, and refor- 
marion in generall, the caſe is alike. Men in their af- 
fictions and ſicknefſe, looking for death, how libe- 
rall zre they in their promifes ? bur afterward how 
baſely niggardly are they in their performances ? 
They play childrens play with God, they take a- 
way 2 thing, as ſoone as they have giuenit., When 
Nebuchadnezzer belieged Teruſalem, then the lewes 
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made a ſolemne couenant with the Lord, to fer free 
their ſeruants : Bur no ſooner hadthe King remo- 
ued his ſiege, bur rhey retracted, and repealed their 
vow, and brought backe againe theirſeruants into 
their former bondage. So fareth it with theſe kinde 
of men:When God layes fiege rorhem, by ficknes, 
or ſome other pinchiog affliction, then couenants 
and promiſes are made, concerbing the putting as 
| way of our finne : But. no ſooner doth God begin 
ro depart, and flacke his wrath, but we rernene with 
(the dogge to the vomir, and with the Sow to our 
wallowing in the mire: Like Pharaoh,that diſmiſſed: 
the Iſreel3tes,when dearh entred within hisPallaces; 
but penny after,in all haſt, makes after them,to 
fetc 

Sweat in the time of King Edward: As long ( ſayes 
one) as the feruentneſſe of the plague laſted, there 
was crying peceanipeccari,mercy good Lord,mercy 
mery: The miniſters of Gods word were ſought for 
lin every corner, they could nor reſt, they might] 
not fleepe: yee muſt come ro-my Lord, yee muſt: 
come tomy Lady; comeit ye loue God, and if yee 
loue their ſaluation, tarry not : For Gods ſake M. 
Miniſter (fay the ſicke folkes) rell vs what we ſhall 
doe to auoyd Gods wrath; Take theſe bags, pay fo 
much to ſuch a man; for I deceived him - giue him 
ſo much, for I gar it of him by vfury:I made a crafty 
bargaine with ſuch a one, reſtore. him ſo much, and| 
deſire him to forgive me, Diuide this bagge among 
the poore, carry this rothe Hoſpirall, pray for 'me 


them backe againe. Thus was it in that great | 


for Gods ſake, good Lord forgiue mee, &c. This 


wasthe diſſimulation of the people for three or | 
S 3_ foure | 


| 
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God noterh in the Tſraelites, who being humbled 
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foure dayes, 'whiles the execution was, bur after 
when the rage was fomewhar ſwaged, then retur- 
ned they to rtheir vomit, worſe then euer they were. 
Then that rhey had before cauſed robee reſtored, 
and ginenin almes, they ſecke to recouer by more | 
euill deuouring cheuiſaunſes, This deceirfulneſſe 


wich the terrors ofthe Law, promiſed very largely: 
all theſe things will we Joe.Bur what ſaid God; 0 that 
there were ſuch a heart, namely, as in this (o liberal} 
and franke a promiſe of obedience they make ſhew 
of, and ar this time thinke indeede they have. For 
now wee ſpeake of fuch a kinde of deceirfulneſſe, 
whereby wee deceiue our ſclues as well as others. 
Weeare not to thinke theſe 1ſra:/res did grofſely 
diffemble with God : bur ar that time, being inſome 
diſtrefle, they ſpake as rhey thought, and nieant ro 
doe. Bur by realon their hearts were not throughly 
purged.and renewed: it was onely a fodaine fit for 
the time, afterwards their hearts returningto their f 
old bias,they were notable to performe that which 
they promiſed. This the Scripture would teach, 
when ir ſairh,#heir hearts Perted, afrae like a deceitful 
ow. When a man' ſhoots witha deceirfull bow; 
though hee leuell his arrow and his eye diredlyro 
che marke,andthinke wick himſelfe to hit it;yer in- | 
deede the arrow , by reaſon of his deceitful] bow, 
'goes a Cleane contrary way. Anſwerableto this bow | 
is our heart, rothe arrow the deſires, purpoles, and | 
romiſes, wee conceine, and make in our afflictions. 
he marke we ayme at is repentance:to the which ' 
wee then looke with ſo accurate and atreatiue an | | 


a SFE | 


_—_—_—— 


KS FX? 


th. 


[0 dereitfulneſſe of Mans heart. 


eye,asthough wee would repent indeed: And that 
indeed is our purpole, and meaning then;bur our 
ow ne hearts decciue vs. For, becauſe they are not 
trnely renewed, but there is much vnſoundneſſe 
ſtill in them: Hence ir comes to pafle, thar theſe ar- 
rowes of our purpoſes, and promiſes of repentance 
neuer hit the marke, neuer fort to any good effect, 
but vaniſh in the ayxe as ſinoke . 4hab did not 
grofſely diſſemble in that his humiliation wroughe 

by the Prophets reprehenſton; bur hee meant in 

goodiadnefle, when he cloarhed himſelte in Sack- 

cloth : Onely his heart ſtill remained varegene- 

rate, and: ſo deceiued him. So was it with Pharaoh 

alſo. One would thinke that water heated in the 

fire, were irdeed as truely hot as fire it ſelfe ; Bur 

becauſe it isnot a naturall heat, bur onely externall 

from the heat of the fire,remoue it but a while from 

the fire, and it returnes againe to his owne Nature, 

and as the Philoſopher obſerues, becomes colder 

after the heating then it was before : Soitis wirh 

theſe flaſhings of denotion and holinefle , which 

were in Ahab, Pharaoh, and others in like caſe: They 

are not kindely, but violent; they are not from the 

inward fire of Gods Spirit, but from the outward 

fire of his iudgements. And therefore when that | 
is our, theſe arc gone. 

And this is the third part of the hearts deceitful- 
nefſe, namely, its deceirfulnefle in promiſing. The 
vie of chat which hath beene ſpoken thereof. is: | 

1 Toteach vs patience, when wee are crofled in 
thoſe things wee deſired, and wherein we promiſed 


great felicty to our ſclues: For God hee ſaw the 
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are;For howſocuer we promiſe much of our ſelues, 
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deceirfulnes ofour hearrs inſuch promiſes, and that 
indeed theſe things would: in the euent haue proo- 


baue beene fiſhes, and bread, that they would haue ' 


beene very bitter and burrhenſome vnto vs, which 


we fancied as matters of comfortand delight. | 
2. To reſt contented in that eſtare wherein wee! 


if our eſtate ſhould change for the better, as from 
pouerrie to riches, from obſcuritie to glory, and 
greatneſlſe in the world, and preſume of our owne 
ſtrength, notro bee touched with-rhoſe infirmities 
that vſually attend ſuch eſtares; yet we have lear: 
ned how deceirfull our hearts be herein. Haue we 
then a liberall and merciful aftetion in our pouerty; 
let- vs not bee ouer deſirous of a richer. condition. 
For we know not whether then we ſhall be of the 
ſame minde, yea, or no: And that affection we haue 


for liberality ir ſelfe. Take heed then of this deceit. 
Thou deſireſt to be rich, that thou mighteſt be /zbe- 
rall; So much thy heart promiſeth rhee, that thou 
(houldeſt bee very /ibere/, ifrhou wert once rich: 
Loe thou art /zbergl/, before thou art rich, in regard 
of the affeFion and diſpoſition of thy heart z and 
when thou art rich thou art not ſo much as liberal] 
in 2ffeFion. Thou doſt not onely nor get that libe- 


rality in aFiov, which thou promiſedft thy ſelfe in 
riches, bur alſo thou leeſeſt, rogether with rhy po-| 
uerty, that liberality in affe@ios which then thou 
| haddeſt. O deceirfull hearr, who by promiſing vs 


ued ſerpent, and foxes, which wee thought would : ' 


to liberality while we are poore is accepted of God | 


| More, makeſt vsto haue lefſe / Deſire then rather 


- 


to | 


[eſtate is ſubie&; & yer thinkeſt rhou ro eſcape thoſe 


_ 


jthe Holy Ghoſt. Bee nortthen, through this deceit- 
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that which a man ſhouldſpecially deſire ta his goodves, 
thar is, todo good in workes of liberalityz yet a 
poore mas, that having nothing to giue, hath yet a 
gluing affection, is better thes 8 lier; that is, as Itake 
it, becter then ſuch a rich man, who before hee was 
rich, would bragge much what he would doe if he 
were rich, and yer being rich, is poorerin liberality 
then euer. hee was :. who is therefore in regard of 
this deceirfulnefſe of heart. worthily called a/zex by 


fulnefſe, mouedro the deſire of an higher and grea- 
ter eſtate . If there bee a willing minde, God accepts a 
man according to that he hath.& not according to that 
he hath not. Then againe, confider with thy felfe, 
what likelihood there is, rhat thou ſhouldeſt doe a 
greater good, (which belongeth to a higher place) 
being therein, who. canſt nor doe the lefler good; 
(which belongeth to a meaner place)wherein: now 
thou art. Thou art a bad poore man : thou wouldeſt 
bee a worſe rich man. Thou art an ill Gentleman: 
and is there any hope that rhou wouldeſt be a ber- 
ter Noble-man? In ponerty and meanenefle thou 
canſt not be freefrom thoſe tnfirmities wherto that 


whereto Riches and Honour lie open? 

3 -Neuerto bee ouer-bold or lautſhin promiſing 
much of our ſelues. Doe wee with the moſt z bur 
ſpeake wee with the leaft : For our hearts will dew 


falfe Knaue, that had often deceived vs. Why then 


ceiue vs. Wee would hardly: giue our words for a} 


| 265 


ro keepe chy pouerty, that thou mayeſt keepe thy | 
liberality; remembring that of Sa/omon, thar though | 
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opened, 
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3-Deccic, | 


learne 
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| | ſuch deceming hearts;. aswillſhame vs in the. end, 


learne wee notthe like wiſedome here, not to-pro- 
| miſeany great\mattersof our {elues, ſince wee haue 


if #e preſume any rhing farre-onthem. Itisa ſhame 
ro vs, when others, of whom wee haue promiſed 
much vnto our friends, ſhall decciue vs : Therefore 
the Apoſtle, having promiſed Titw no ſma}l rhings 
| concerning the Corinthians, faich he was not aſþ4- 
med in that whereof he hadboaſted of them unto Titws. 


ſayings "Thereby infirmating', what. a ſhame: it, 
woulthane bcene: vato him;afthe Corinthians bad: 
decciued that hope; and confidence which hee had 
of them. - O'then whar a foule ſhame. muſt it -needs; 
be, when our owne bearcs ſhall decejue vs in. that: 
which weihate promifed, wfi chem to God? Suffer 
weenotthen our tongues to runouer in'this kinde, 
leaſt it fare withvs, as with that ſame young man in 
the Goſpell, who came:running in all the hae to 
our Sanjour; crying our., geaod Maſter i what good 
thing muſt 1 doe toget eternal life? therein ſecretly 
promiſing that hee would bee willing to doe any 
thing. Chrift ſhould command him ; For i is asif 
| he ſhould haue ſaid: O ler me but know what is to 
be done,and be it whatit will be, loe here Iam ready 
preſt to doe it. Bur when Chriſt rold him what 
was to bee done,Goe ſell all and gine to the poore eFc. 
then hee flunke, and ſhrunke-backe, For how many 
are there,that chrough this kinde of deceirtulneſle, 
| deale with God as Horpha did with Naomi, making! 
: herbeleeuerhat nothing ſhould be able to ſeparate 


| 


becaufe their doings had abundantly iuftifhed' hjs'! 


them ! there wasno hoe, burſhe ruſt needs follow 
| Naomi 


_— 


[N2om4into. Iudea: but ſhce was.ſoone.ingreated to! | 
ſtay betiinde;/ardrake her leave. ThePfopher oſeal| ores, | 
'bringeth in rhe Iſraelirez; renuing>their conenant{|, | 
|wich the Lord, in very (crious manner;Come, let ws|! | 
returne to the Lord, &+. One would thinke heere 
were an excellent ſpirit of fincericy.Bur God,difter; | 
aibg guile in this their ſo hoe & hafty zeale, 
this ſentence vpon it; hot ſodll & doe . out | 
Ephraime &c. All thy pighteonſwe(jh is us the morning, 
dew. And therefore, when our hearts promiſe any) 
thing ro God, whether openly or ſecxctly,; we marlt| = 
| deſire Gods ſtrength r9\znablays forperformance, | © | 
as Dauid.bauing promiſed, 7 wil keepe thyſtatates,| Plil.ic19.8; * 
prayeth, forſake mee wot over-long. Yea, wemuſt in 
this caſe deale with our; hearts as Toſug did with! the 
 Tſnaclites, promiſing their feraice ro-the:Lord 2:0 
ſayes,Toſhna, ye cannot ſerne the\Lopdfteitcs tealons | Toh. 14,16.17. 
Gode>c.So we in like manner muſt propoundrbour | 15-19 | 
ſelues the difficulry of doing any. gaod: thing : both 
in regard of our weaktweſſe, and Sarhans wilihr fie, 
And. as in being ſurety ro manfor ourbrother,'the 
|Scriprure exhorts vs to bee well: aduiſed what wee | p.,.s. x. 
| doe; ſo much more ought wee torbee: heedfull and 
conſiderart in rhis furetifhip ro God for fuch falſe 
bearrs ascheſc are, tharweighing wellour owne in+ 
ability to doe{0 much as the leaſt goo0d,we may nes | 
ver preſume to vndertake any fuch-marter, . orher- 
| wiHec then in the denial} of our ſelnes; and in the car- - 
neft craving of the/ preſenqe; of: tbe-{ſparit , withour | = 
whom wee can neither promiſe, nor performe as ; 
we ought. | ; | 
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9 "CHAP. XXL 
©... Of fonre dectits of the heart in prattiſing. 
SIE Ow wearecome tothe fourth and laſt head 
MAS of the firſt kind ofthe ſe/fe-deceining of the 
ESPY heart,namely;the deceirfulneſſe which is in 
prodtiſmeg. And this fſhews it felfe m diuersparticolars: 
1. The deccirfulnefſe of heart-in practiſing, ap- 
pearetly in the frkleneſſe and vacertaintic thereof; 
whereby ir:cammeth-to paſſe, that we' cannor hold 


| on a conſtane renour In any good courſe, without 


making of many interruptions. Many begin to en- 
ter intoſuch and ſuch good wayes of repentance' 
| and reformation, butthey ſoone grow weary , and 
breake 'off, Nabnohadrezzar, ſeeing the excellent 
propheticall ſpirit of Dail, in interpreting his 
dreame, was {o affe ted,that onely Daniels God muſt 
be rhe trae'God. And yer this laſted not long. For 
within a kirele while after, for all chis, bis Idoll muft 
bee worſhipped vnder paine of death. And after 
chis, rhe fighrof the miracle in the three childrens 
delivery, that the fire which was fire to burne the 
| bands wherewith they were ryed, was no fire; fo 
_ as to'ſindge their apparell:: how did it fur- 
ther worke'vpon him, and wring from him rhe ac- 
knowledgement of the true God? yer, for all this, 
not long after, wee may fee him ietring ir in his Pa- 
[ace, and as proudly as cuer advancing þimſelfe 
'aboue the Lord. Neither is it thus onely with 
(we wicked, bur in the godly alſo themſclues, inthe 
| rrue 
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true prattiſe of godlineſſe, though nor in like man- 
ner, whence iris, that they finde ſuch vneuenneſſe 
in their lives, rhat they are ſo off, and on, ſo out and 
in, now in good frame, bur by and by ſenſibly di- 
ſtempered, andalrogerher vnlike themſelues.Some. 
times how are we hoyſed vprto the very skies, in 
abundance of pure and heauenly meditations 
and conſolarions, as it were rapt vp with Pax} in- 
ro paradiſe, or aſcending in E/z9s fiery chariot into 
heauen? Otherwhile againe caft downe into the 
very deepes of hell, not able topray,heare,meditate, | 
with any feeling of comfort. Somerimes in prayer | 
transformed in our ſoule {ſo azxeweerauiſhed) as 
Chriſt was in body, when hee prayed.Other-while 
againe as heauy in prayer as the ſleepie Diſciples | £uk-19.29+ 
with Chriſt in the Garden ; the wings of our fich 

being clipt, our prayers lye groueling on the 
ground, Sometimes ſo comfortable and couragi- 
@us. that we can ſay with Darid, Thewgh I were iu the 
valley of death, yet wonld I feare none ill : otherwhile | 
againe ſo: deaded and deiected in our ſpirits, that | Pfal,zzi4; 
we are like him,when he ſaid;0ve day I ſhall dieby the 
hand of Saul:Samerimes fo ſtrong in faith, that wee | -53937-1- 
can ouercomethe-greareſt dangers, and wirh Peter 
can walke vpon cheſwelling waues : By andby fo 
faint, and brought to fo low an ebbe that wee fal! 
| downe euen in farre leſſer dangers : as Peter began 
| toſinke ar the riſing of the winde. Sometimes ſo 
| patient thar wee can quietly beare the greateſt in- | ' 
| digniries;preſently after ſo impatient,thart wee can- 
| ot put vp the {malleſt vnkindnefſe : As Daxid, pa- | 
tient in $ex/s perſecution, impatient in Nabgls dil- 

| _ courtefie. | 
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courteſie. To conclude. Inthe hearing of the word,” 
how doe wee feele ſomerimes our hearts ro burne, 
'and glowe within vs? O rhe heauenly affeftions 
wee then feele inkindled ! O the ſweet diſpoſition, 
and frame our heartsbe in then / Little would wee 
| thinke then that afterward wee fhould be ſo much 
' cooked, as we are very quickly after our departure 
 from-chis fire, and comming into the freezing aire 
| of the world. In which regard, as Chryſoſtome 
 fajies, rhe Miniſters haue the greater crouble, be- 
; cauſe. they neuer finde their worke as they left ir,as 
other workmen doe.,the Smith,the-loyner, &c. who 
as they lefe their worke inthe cuening,ſo they find 


it in the morning : but Miniſters ſhall finde their | 


worke altogether pur out of frame and order, by 
reaſon of our. deceirfull hearrs,'thar ſteale from vs 
thoſe good affections we had before. If a horſe na» 
rurally rrcr, and for ſome ſpace of time hath accu- 
| omed himſelfethereto, though by Art hee be bro- 
| ken,and madeamble,yetin ouriournying he will be 
| ener and anone offering ro goe out of his amble 
into his trot : So regenerate men, becauſe narurally 
their heartsare evill, though in pareemortified by 
grace they hane learned ro doewwell, yerreuer and 
' anone they hauc experience ofthe readinesbf their 
heart to breake our into their old courſes . Cor- 
roption ia them will hane ſome flucts. Our heart is 
the inſtrument wee muſt worke with , in the ſer- 
uice of God : Buta deceitfull inſtrument will not] 
hold our in working; no more will our deceitful] 
heart in the ſerving of God. 
The ſecond point of deceirtulneſſe in this kind, is in! 
| the! 
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the ſipperineſſe of our hearts; whereby it comes ro |, firperi- 
paſſe that they give,both God, and our ſ{clues., the | nee of the 
flip, whygit rhey are in the performance of good | heart i» the 
X . dirat; ad h [very a& of 
exerciſes. As when in prayer, meditation, and hea | 7 n 
ring of the word they {lily ſteale away, and play the | | 
fugitine , carried away with idle, and wandring | 
imaginations, This deceirfulneſſe the moſt holy 
haue miſerable experience. of; their hearts herein | 
dealing with them , as if cur ſervant, imployed in 
ſome buſineſle, together wich our (clues,in the mid- 
deſt of the worke ſhould priuily ſteale away, we not | 
| 


marking, or minding of him. That holy Father 
Auſten telt this, and bewailed it in himſelfe, that in 
his moſt ſerious meditations of heauenly things, his 
minde was eaſily diſtracted by the ſlighteſt occaſi- | 
ons. - Concerning the which hee thus wriceth | | 
<Let euery man therefore marke and conſider 
&* what doings there are within in the heart, how | 
<« ofrentimes our prayers them(ſelues are, interrup-+ 
© ted with vaine thoughts, ſo that qur heart can 
& hardly ſtand ſtill with God: Though yet it would 
© lay kold on itſelfe,and ſo make ir {elfe to ſtay with 
* him, yet.in a ſortit flyeth away as it were from ir | 
<< {elfe, neither can ir find any bounds whereby it | 
* may keepe in it ſelfe from flying away in her. wan- 
< dring motions, that {o rarryiag ſtill with the Lord 
<< ir may bee refreſhed wit ſweete delights by him, | 
* Hardly'among many of our prayers meet we with 
© ſuch a prayer. Euery one would bee ready toſay 
* that this were ſo onely with him, and that others 
© were not troubledin like manner, valeſſe wee had | 
* heard Dewidin a certaine place ſaying :. Therefore | 1npſal,s.s. 
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The deceitfulneſſe of Mens heart. | 


< thy ſeruant hath found his heart to pray vato | 
© thee, Loe he ſajes that he found his heart, as though | 
bis heart were wont to ſize away from him, ang he faine 
to rune after this fugitine,and being not able to catch 
it himſelfe, to cry to the T,ord,my heart hath left me. So 
farre Awſtine excellently ſerterth forth this - gay 
nefſe of our hearrs. Would we: not count him a des 

ccitfull friend, who, when we ſhould hane greateſt 
vſe ofhim, would then be ſuire to be our of the way? 
Alike deceitful! muſt our hearrs needs be, the chie- 
feſt inſtrument wherwith we are to ſerne the Lord; 
Andyet when Gods ſeruice is to bee [ST of 
vs, onr hearts are then to finde, they haue runne a- 

| way from vs, and ſo, when we ſhould ſeeke God, we 

muſt firſt goe ſeeke our ſclues. 

The- third deceit js, when ourhearts doe priuily, 
and ſecretly, wee ſcarce perceiving it, foiſt in, and 
cloſely conuay ſome corruprion into our good 
ations, cuen then, when weeare in the very a& of 
performance. And with this deceitare cucn the 
children of God themſelues exceedingly troubled. 
For howſoeuer they propounded nor to themſclues 
any of theſe by nf bale reſneRts of praiſe , and 
vaine glory,&c.in their good aCtions,but rather doe 
ſerthemſclues againſt them; yer theſe things doe | 
come in by ſtealth, and fiily infinuare, and winde in 
themſclues into theirhearrs, as once the Serpent 
into the Garden. So fitly in this regard doth the 
Propher call our hearts deceirfull, in that word, in 
che original), from whence Tecob had his name, be- 
; cauſe our fleſhly hearrs doe the ſame thing to the 
ſpirit in doing of good, which ZTzcob did to his bro- 
| ' ther 
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ther, comming out of the Wombe;, as it were ſup- 
lanc it,and catch itby the heele, when it is in run- 
ning of the Chriſtian race z for what elſe doe the y, 
when they intrude and obtrude vpon vs their owne 
carnall and corrupt affetions ? Looke how thoſe 
Samaritanes would haue had their fingers in the 
building of the Temple with the Tewes z namely 
with a purpoſe to haue deſtroyedir, and looke how 
lebz oftered ſacrifice to Baal,killing his prieſts at the 
ſame time z and looke how Huſhai went to Abſoloms 
company to ouerthrow him : Alike deale our hearts 
with vs needes will they. intermeddle in our good 
ations, bur it is but to rob vs of them, by transfqr- 
ming them into ſinne, through the mixture of their 
corruption : For when there {prings vp any ſweete 
fountaines of grace within vs, then doe they cloſe- 
ly ( as once the Philiftims dealt with 1/aacks wells, 
which hee had digged ) caſt inMeir filthy dirt and 
duſt, cuen to ſtop them vp therewith : They drop 
downe from their impure hands ſome filth, vpon 
that pure webbe rhe Spit weaueth, and fo make it 
a menſtruous cloath ; They cunningly put in their 
leauen into the ſpirits dough, and ſo ſowre it, and | b 
make it diſtaſtfull to the Lord, Witen ſometime 
the ſpirit of grace is offering to put forth ir (elfe, as 
once Zarehin Thamars wombe, yet by reaſon of 
this deceirfulneſſe of our hearts, ir recoyles pre-| 
ſently, and goes backe,ſo as Z&rah did, and the fleſh 
like Peyez, that ſteppes before ir z and ſo as they 
were deceined when Zarabs hand was firſt ſeene, ſo 
wee often, when we feele our ſelues making ſome 
offers rowards God. For as knaujſh cony=catch- 
T ers, | 


—— 
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| &c 


The deteitfulneſſe of mans heave. f 
ers, watching the times when honeſt men are to poe 
to ſome ſolemniry of feaſting, craftily-thrwt in 
cthemſclaes, that they may fikch ſomething way : 
ſo vrhere Grace ts to imploy her felfe, Corruption 
will be ſure to haue an oare in this boate,”and ro in- 
rereſt jr ſelfe in the good aftion, that ir may by this | 
meanes fteafe away the beſt part of our" comfort 
therein : Asin the loue of grace and vertae in 'good 


' women, it comes ſometimes- to paſſe, that the im- 


pure, and filrhy lone of tuſt and concupiſcence, 


| by certaine ingeling-feates of conneyance, COpges 


in it felfe. Therefore St- Paxt writing to Timothy, a 


man rarely mortifted, biddeth him # to exhort 
younger women with pureneſſe, or chaſtly : becauſe 
through the deceitfulneſfle of his hear, encn then, 
whilef he was exhorting'them to chaſtitie. ſome 
vnchaſte NS creeping into his 
owne hearr, and E > him wnawares. And 
ſo in preaching, while the Miniſter is ſtirring yp 
others to the zeale of Gods gloty; through this de- 
ceirfulnefſe of _ _— ws roo often, 
that thoughts of pride and vaine-glory poppe im 
— — ro 4fte and deface the glory IP the 


| worke. In which regard 4#fer faics, thar it is hax-. 


der to preach holyly, than to heare,writing vpon 
that of David z Thou ſhalt make mee to heare the 
oice of ioy and gladneſſe ; which he reades ſome- 
thing otherwiſe, thus : Thow ſhalt give ioy to my 


1 GC- hearing. Wherevpon hee thus writeth : The hea-- 


< rers of the word are more happte than the fpea- 


© kers. The learned hearer may bee humble ; ON 


|< the ſpeaker, he muſt ſire agatnſtpride,and the} 


>. _—dchre; 
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<deſire of pleaſing men,thar they cloſely creepe not 
in vpon him.and cauſe him to difpleaſe God,e>r. The 
like deceir are we ſubiect vnto in prayer alfo : Wir- 
nefſe 19»4hs example.of whom ir is ſaid, that he then 
prayed, when indeed hee did nothing bur quarre]l 
with Gcd ; Read the words of that his prayer. and 
yee ſhall find nothing prayer-like in- them : They 
ſeeme rarher to bee a brawle, than a prayer. How 
then is he ſaid to pray 2 No doubt feeling his weake- 
 nefle in giving place t@ anger, he thought ro ſtriue 
againſt je, and in this good minde addreſſed him- 
ſelfe ro prayer : bur yer loe the deceirfulneſſe of his 
heart z while by prayer he thought to haue ouer- 
come his anger,anger ouercame him and his prayer 
roo,turning it into a iangling and wrangling expo= 
ſtulation with the Lord. Thus other while men 
ſetting themſel&s to meditate againſt ſome ſinne, 
in the very a& of meditation haue beene inſnared 
therein. For as in ſpeaking againſt ſome ſinnes, it 
falls our that others ſometime are taught ro pra- 
iſe them, ( which was So/ors reaſon of making no 
lawe s againſt the killing of our parents, leaſt by for- 
bidding it he ſhould reach ir, ) ſo alſoin thinking a- 
gainſt ſome ſinnes. our ſelues may be caught : And 
when men in their thoughts hane beene framing 


ries, in the remembrance of the iniuries receiued 
they have beene further incenſed than before. Pe- 
ter didbwel to aske the queſtion, Mer ſhall we raw 
the ſword? He did not aske this queſtion as the prin- 
ces in Terery, whether they ſhould goe downe into 


|gYPt, being before reſolued ro goe downe., what | 
FAG T 2 ſocuer | 


their mindes to reconciliation with their aduerſa.- | 


lonah 4,1, 
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ſocuer the Propher ſhould anſwere : No,we are not 
to thinke that Peter had made a reſolute anſwere to 
his queſtion before hee made it; being fully purpo- 
{ed ro draw, before he asked the queſtion : No, _ 
did not 1o fouly diſſemble z Bur in asking the queſti- 
on hee ſeemed to be framing his minde to more mo- 
deration, and willing to bee .adulled and direted 
by Chrilt, but yet withall exafperated with the in- 
ſolencie of rhe aduerfarie, and indignirie of the” fact, 
he could not holde his minde in that temper of mo-. 
deratior:, to ſtay the anſwere of the queſtion z bur 
euen in asking drew, the deceittulnefſe of his heart 
preuenting Chriſts anſwere. So againe, oftentimes 
m many of our ations, where we thinke we doe yr 
tenda good end, and doe indeede in, ſome ſort in- 
rend jt,there yet withall, vader hand, gets into our 
mindes the conſideration of ſome other ſiniſter | 
and crooked reſpet. As Moſes pretended to the 

Lord, that the confcience of his, owne weakenefle, 
and inſufficiency, made him ſo fearefull of vnder- 
taking rhe office he impoſed vpon him, leſt by this 
meanes Gods glory ſhould be foyled in him : Net 
ther did he altogether diſemble rherein ; But with- 
all, there ſecrerly lurked another matter beſide the 
feare of himſelfe, namely, the feare of Pharaoh, leſt | 


vpon him : And therefore God ſeeing, that ſaid vnto 
him 3 Ariſe Moſes, goe thy. waies, they are dead that 
ſeeke thy life. Sowhen we deſire rhat our childgen.or 
others vader our charge, ſhould thrine in godli- | 
neſie, this is a good deſire, but how often doe the 
eyes. of our mindes looke a ſquint at Gods glory 


herein *b 
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herein; & ( wharſoeuer our own pretences and con- | 
ceits, may bee) like Demetriws, pretending Dianaes 
glory againſt Pax/s doftrine,when yet it was his own | A.19a0, 
gaine he more ſpecially intended, how often are we 
carried away with a reſpe& of our ſelues, that wee | 
mighr reape ſome credit in the good ſuccefle of our | 
labour? And therefore excellently the Apoſtle,pur- 
ging himſelfe ofthis corruprion , writeth rhus vnto | 
rhe Corinthians; Now I pray to God that yee do mo enill.| , cs. y, 
| The Corinthians mighr obie&, Thou rhus prayelt ,| 
not ſo much for our good, as for the credir of thine 
owne Miniſtery. The Apoſtle therefore by way of | 
prevention addes, wot that we ſhould ſeerme approned, 
hauing our labours thus bl-f2d, but that ye would do | 
that which is honeſt. though we be? as reprobates; in an 
honeſt deſire of your owne good doe wee deſire it . 
withour anv reſpect of our ſelues. Againe, when the ) 
| children of God are humbled and caſt downe in 
godly ſorrow for their ſmaller ſinnes, often vp- 
©n. this occaſion the hearr beginneth to conceine 
thoughts of pride. O there are few that take norice 
of ſuch ſmall ſinnes, or are ſo reuched for them, as 1. 
And fo the theefe Pride, fteales away our humilirie, 
as i* doth alſo al} our other graces,it being almoſt all 
-one to bee {imply proud, as to bee proud becaule of ; 
'our hamlitic; to be vncleane,as to be proud becauſe | 
lofour chaſtitie, &c. | 
The fourth deceit ofthe heart in praftiſing,iswhen| =. | 
Itcauſerh vs to leape from one exrreamero another, _ hafeg 
; pafing by the meane; as from prodigality, ro coue- | cxircams to 
{roufneſſe, from Conerouſneſſe to prodigality skipe | em 
; ping ouer liberaliry, In the former leape the Ccoue- 
| # 9 rons ! 
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rous man harhafair pretence.O why ſhould I waft«; 
fully miſpend Gods creatures ? why ſho:1d I make} 
my belly my God ? Bur why doſt thou nor rightly ; 
vie Gods creatures? why doeſt thou make thy mony 
rhy God ? The prodizall,lately couetous, his colour 
isas good, why ſhould I make my ſeclfe adrudge to 
my goods? yea, and why thouldeſt rhoa make thy 
ſclfe a drudge to thy pleaſures? In the ſame kinde of 
deceir are ſome brought from preſumprion to de- 
{perarion, from thinking their ſinnes are nothing,and 
char they can repent when they liſt forthem, to 
thinke thartthey are greater then that euer they can 
repent, or find mercy at Gods hand. By the like de- 
ceir are men come from roo much honouring of 
Miniſters, which was in Poperie, ro too muchcon- 


| ſeruily apprentiſiag their judgements vnto them , 


| error, when in correCting the crookednes of a twig, 
hee | 


rinth,fome wouldgiue too much to the Miniſters , 


I aw Pauls , Tam Apolloes: Anorher ſort, to auoide 
this extremitle on the right hand, went as farre our 
on the left, in the vtrer rejecting of che miniſtery : 7 
am Chrifts, I care not for any miniſter, but will bee 
raught immediately by Chrilt himſelfe. And there- 
fore Paul after hee had-refured thoſe offending in 
the exceſfe, leaſt any. through this deceirfulneſſe 
ſhould decline roo muck rothe defect, he wiſely qua- 
| lifics the matter : Let 4 man yet thinke of vs as of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt &* diſpoſers of the ſecrets of God.Let 
no man thinke thar there is no other way to auoyd 
roo much dignifying the Miniſters , then roo much 
nullifying of chem. This is like the husbandmans 


remning of them. As it was inthe Church of Co-| 
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hee writhes it roo much the other way. A deceit 
chat befell che Fathers , who in their zealous dere- 
ſtarion of herefies, haue in their diſputations ouer- 
ſhor themſelues ſomerimes , and gone roo farre on 
the other ſide. As,Clemens was (0 farre carried againſt 
worſhip of images, thar bee condemned the Art of | 
painting. An example of deceit in this kinde wee 
haue in Peter, who for nor ſuffering Chriſt ro waſh 
his feet, hearing rhar fearcfull anſ{were,Vz/eſ/e Iwaſh 
thee thou haſt ns part im? , laſhed our preſently as 
farrethe other way, Lord not feete onely, but hands 
and h:ad and all. Burt it was his feete onely that 
Chriſt would waſh , not his hands or head. So rhe 
Coriathians, being reprehended for their remi(-| 
| nefle, and carelefſe ouer fight in not puniſhing the ; 
iaceſtuous perſon, fell to ouer rigorous ſ{cuerity, in 
not freeing him from puniſhmenr.in nor looſinghim 
vpon his repentance. So S. Auſtex conteſſerh of him- | Conſe 30, 
ſelfe, thar in his deſire to auoyd carnall delight in | A 
ſinging, he fell into that extremity of ſeuerity, as to , '*” fallaciam 
condemne all delightfull melody, tickling the eare. ings 
The errourin the primitiue Church was,to magnifie nimis ſeuerit:- 
the Apoſtles writings, in contempt of their vocall ©: meles om- 
dodtrine, The letters, ſaid the falſe Apoſtles, concer-'ſuccum is 2” 
ping Pevl.are ſore and ſtrong : but his bodily preſence ,' ribus meisre- | 
aud bis ſpeech u of no value. The Papiſts at this day Powe! bvelim. 
haue auoydedthis errour,by falling into the contra- | 90 
rie of advancing the doctrine which the Apoſtles, 
ſay they.deliuered by word of mourh, their vawrit- 
ren verities,to the ſhametull diſparagement of their | 
written defrine. And ro conclude, how many of) 
vs, through this deceit, have beene brought from' 
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| Popiſh ſuperſtirion to prophane and irreligions A- 
 theiſme?From the blindezcale withour knowledge, 


| toa colde and heartleſſe knowledge withour zeale , | 
' from works withour fairh, ro faith withour workes, 


from ſhaking off the yoke of that Romane tyrannie, 
ro ſhake off the ſweer and eafie yoke of Chriſt too, 
and (o to an ouer-licentious and lawleſle diſſolute- 
neſſe. From the leauing of Popith faſting, penance , 
confeſſion , to the contempr of true Chriſtian faſt- 
ing, repentance, confeſſion; and from the errour of 
the merit of good workes , ro a ſhamefull negle& of 
them. So thar wee did more good workes((F meane 


our owne glory , then now wee doe for Gods 
glory, though Gods glory ſhould bee 
a far more powerfull attractive ro 
good workes then our owne, 
And theſe be the foure 
firſt deceirs in 
this kinde. 
* 3% 


CHAP. 


outwardly in regard of the matter ) in Poperie, for | 


_ 4 


Cnae. XX1I1. 
Of eight more deceits in the ſame kinde. 


O goe yer forwards in theſe deceirs, The 
fift is when our hearts cauſe vs to degene- 


| rate from the meane ro the extreame,ſpeci- 


TIDES — arr <_ —_ 


ally rhar which hath greateſt reſemblance wirh the 
meane. Wherein our hearts deale with vs, as the | 
Diuel would hane dealt with our Saujour,when vp- 
on occaſion of his ſtrong faith in his Fathers provi 
dence , which hee had ſhewed in reſiſting his fir | 
MR , chufing rather ro live by his faith in | 
want of bread , then vpon his motion to command 
the ſtones robe made bread, when, I ſay , vpon this | 
eccafion, he would haue cunningly brought him on | 
in his ſecond rempration ro preſumption in caſting 
himſelfe downe headlong from the top of the pina 
cle, as being an action which would carry a great 
[colour of a very ſtrong faith indeed. Peter having 
made a notable profefſion of his faith. Thow «7 the 
Chriſt,the ſonne of the lzxing God,and being therefore 
much commended by our Saujour, preſently there- 
upon tooke occaſion to fall from rhe #7» bolnes of | 
|\faith,to the ſawcineſſe of preſumption, in aduiſing his | 
Maſterro decline the crofſe,whereupon the ſaluari- | 
on ofall rhe ele& depended. So likewiſe, from ivſt | 
and lawfull zeale,how eaſily through rhis deceirful- | 
nes doe we ftray into blind boldnes, and vnaduiſed- | 
nefle? as the common people of their owne heads | 
throwing downe images, and the Browniſts as they | 
call 
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'n ſeparating from our Churches; the like was the 
zeale of Peterin drawing out his ſword, in his Ma- 
ſters quarrell, and cutting off Malchxs eare : as alſo 
of two of his fellowes, calling downe for fire from. 
heaven, toconſume rhe inhoſpitall Samarirans.In all: 
| theie,zeale degenerated, and became like wine tur- 
\ncd intovineger.As alſo in the {raelites,when they 
were carricd(o farre in their zeale and indignation 
againſt rhe Benjamires, thar they {ware raſhly rhey 
would none of them giue any of rheir daughters ro 
witeto a Bentamite : So ſhould a whole Tribe haue 
periſhed,andthe Church and Common-wealth haue 
| beene weakened and impaired. What madnefle 
; was this, in puniſhing others ſo faxre roexceede , 
| that therein alſo we ſhould puniſh our (ceJues? Like 
' rhe hands and orher outward parts in the Parable , 
' which denying to miniſter tood to the belly, becauſe 
 asthey ſaid,irt was idle and lazie while they labou- 
| xed, did thereby pine and conſume themſelues. And 
| yettothis end the deceitfull hearts of the Iſraelites 
| bring them, vpon occaſion of their iuſt and lawfull 
zeale.So eaſily may the Diuel! caſt in his wild-fire 
into this fire of zeale. T hus, from the iuſt reuerence 
of holy men, camein religious adoration;as we may 
{ce in the examples of Cormelizs and John , rebuked 
by Peter. andthe Angell. So alſo;from godly ſorrow 
how eaſily doe our deceitful] hearts carry vs toim- 
moderate and excefſue penſiueneſſe ; from being 
poore in ſdirit, to be deſperate in ſpirit. As the Apo- 
{ile ſhewerh,admoniſhing the Corinthians, that they 
would comfort the inceſtuous ſinner , and releaſe 
him of his excommunication, leaſt he ſhould vpon 
OCCa= 
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occaſion of longer continuance in his juſt ſorrow | 
be ſwallowed vp of deſpaire. For weare not ignorant, | .Cor. 2, 
fayes rhe Apoſtle, of S$athazs wiles, namely , how he | 
laboureth to bring vs from the tft meane, ro ex- | 
ceſſe. And as it is Sathans, ſo alſo it is one of our | 
owne hearrs deccits; his deceirs,by our conſenting 
being made ours, as I ſhewed in the beginning, Thus 
from rhe true practiſe of mortihcation, in taming & | 
keeping vnder our: fleſhly abſtinence , many haue 
broughr rhemſelues to roo great an auſterity and 
ſcuerity. Hence the whippings and ſuch like exerci» 
ſes of the Papiſts. Hence the diſcipline that hath bin 
vied in Monaſteries, and the pradtiſe of ſome thar 
would neuer eate bur running, leaſt they ſhould feele 
ſome pleaſure and delight jn eating. Timothy was 
caught in this error, when vnder the colour of abſti- 
nence, for the reprouing of the luxurious Epheſians, | 1,Tim.y.23. 
ace had (o far macerated his body, thatthe Apoſtle 
was faine to preſcribe him Phyſicke. This may teach 
vs whatan eye wee had neede haue ouer our ſelues 
even in the practiſe of the beſt things; becauſe no- 
thing more eaſle, by reaſon of the deceitfulneſſe of 
our hearts,then to mixe ſomething of the extreames 
with the meane ; ſo that wee can hardly be angry 
withour ſinning, beleeue wichour preſuming,repenr 
without deſpatiing.feare without doubting, be mer- 
ry without vaine lighrneffe, bee ſad without heauy 
and vnproficable dumpiſhnefſe. 

The ſixt deceit is, when wee incroach vpon God | vi. necairtn- 
in thoſe things wherein hee hath giuen vs ſome li- | croaching in 
berty in-his word going beyond the bounds he hath |**<vi< 0 


Se ; things Jawfull. 
rhere ſet vs. God hath given vs liberty, yea indeede : | 
hath | 
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in ourſeuerall cailings, but hereupon, as S. Anſten 
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The deceitfulneſſ6 of Mens heart. | 


hach impoſed a neceffiry vpon ys to ſeeke the main- 
renance ot our owne credit and goodname, thar ſo 
we might be the ficcer inſtruments of gloritying him 


harh wel obſerued,through the decceirfulnefle of our 
hearrs, we are drawne on to defire and delight in the 
ioue,the reuerence.,the pray{e-of men ir ſelfe,and to 
like well enough of ir, ro be loued and reuerenced, 


not for Gods cauſe., but euen in Gods ſtead. Bur this | 


deceir is ſpecially in the vſe ofthings indifferent, as | 
meate,mirth, marriage. recreation.{leepe,apparrell, 
and ({uch like. Ofall which, God indeed hath gran- 
red vs the vie, yertnor fo , bur hee hath confined vs 
within cerraine limirs. and as vnto the ſea, hath ſer 
vs our bounds ſaying; Thas farre ſhalt thou goe , and 
»0 farther. Now our deceitful} hearts having once 
gorten this by the end, thatſuch and iuch rhings 
are indifferent , and ſo may lawfully be done, thinke 
they are then on ſure ground, and fo care not 
how farre they laſh our; as though there were no re» 
ſtraint in the vle of things indifferent. And thus it is 
ſtrange toſee, how that which is lawfull, drawes on 
that which is not convenient, yea, and whar horri- 
ble finnes are {wallowed downe vnder the name of 
chings indifferent. Come to a {winiſh Epicure, that 


makes his belly his God, and rell him of his abuſe of 
Gods creatures:he will anfwere preſently,why ſtrai- | 
ten you my liberty in rhe vſe ofthe creatures which 
Chriſt harh purchatſed for me? Hath got God gtuen 

vs wine t0 mike glad the heart? Yestomake glad;bur 
irunkennefle and furferring makes it heauy ; Take | 
heed.{airh ous Saviour, /eft your hearts be made heany 
with 
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The deceirfiulneſſe of mans heart. 


with ſurfetting and drunkeneſſe. Thus wee ſee how 
eaſily our deceitful] hearts remooue the ancient 
bounds ſet by God, which to doe, but with men, is a 
deceK not to be ſuffered: Ando it ſteales on further, 
eill at length it bring vs from Chriſtian libertie, to a 
moſt oxchriſtian libertiniſme, and luocurious licen- 
tionſaeſſe. Behold then heere a noble deceit ; while 
men thinke they take and vie their liberty, indeed 
they looſe it : For in the vſe of theſe things, wherein 
God hath made them free-men, they make them- 
ſclues bond men: being brought omder the power of 
thoſe things which. they vſe, as the Apoſtle elegant- 
ly ſpeaketh ; For they ſo inthrall themſelues to the 
luſt of their ſenſes, and of their bellies, that though 
their owne,and others deſtruction be ſometime ioy- 
ned with the vſe of ſome of theſe things.they cannor 
yet forbeare : Which ſeemed to be the fault of ſome 
of the Corinthians, couering their intemperancie, & 
loue of their belly, whereby they hazarded ſome 
of their brethrens {oules, with the pretence of Chri- 
ſtian liberty.So much the Apoſtle,not obſcurely, in- 
timates, when vnto that deceirful obiection, A// 
things are lawfull,he framerh this anſwere, But Twill 
ot bee brought vnder the power of any thing : I will 
not make my ſelfe a ſlaue tomy belly, whoſe Loxd 
I ſhould bee. So allo God hath gen vs liberty to 
deale in the world,and worldly occaſtons; But here, 
an iach heing giuen, wee take an el}, ruſhing our 
ſelues ouer head and eares in them, to the prejudice 
of faith in Gods prouidence, and of the exerciſes of 
piety: So God hath given this liberty to his Mini- 
{ters, to take of their lockes ſufficient — 
c 
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| of The deceitfulneſſe of mans heart. | 
om—_ — - rm — 
He rhar atrends vpon the alrar, may liue of the altar, 
Bur Bernard obſerucd it, in ſome of his time. thar 
thence tooke occaſion to riot and ruffle it our y 
| 064: 69 on the Alrar, though yer the Scripture ſaith nor, the 
[akers wins, | Miniſter may luxuriouſly lauiſh it, bur onely live of 
non vtdealtz | the Alrar. The Scripture alſo permirs feaſting and 
$1 xe711% | merry making : Burt how eaſily heere doe wee over- 
ſhoot our ſelues £ not onely the common ſort ir 
their quaftings,/ carouſing -healrhs,” and ſcurrilous' 
mirth, but euen the berter ſort alſo, exceeding the}. 
3 | bounds of moderation. A contefleth his crrour 
dy 31+ ] here. Lord fairh he, drankenneſſe is farre from mee ; 
nuzquamſub- | let it not once come neere mee + As for gluttony it 


ſteales ſometimes wpon thy ſeruant : Tpray thee remone 
it far from me. But who is there that ſometimes is not. | 
carried away beyond the meaſure of temperance 2 Thus 
parents,becauſe of the lawfulnes of naturall affe&ti- 
on, fall ro cockering of their children : In all theſe 
and ſuch like caſes, wee muſt bee as icalous of our 
(clues.as Job was of his children in feaſtingy For here 


the deceit is ſo much the more eafie, by how much 
our ſufpirion of it is the lefſe, preluming vpon the 
lawfulnefſe. But wee muſt oppole to this deceit thar 


7 | of the Apoſtle z All things are lawful, but all things 
are not expedient. Circumſtances of time, place, per- 
ſons muſt be conſidered :” Otherwiſe that ſaying is | 
-_ true : Hee that will doe all lawful things, c11 that he | 
may,will quickly come to doe vnlawfull things, ſomes | 
| | thing that he may nor. | £1 

| VII Deceir, he ſexeath deceit is,when vpon ſome care of do- ; 
| i Min; our? ing a lefſe good, wee iuſtle out the greater, and thar | 
| "go leſſs. | ofrentimes when it is moſt ſeaſonable. Martha was 


— 


__— 


thus / 


1 7 The deceit firlneſſe of mans heart. | 2%7 | 
| thus deccined, when her care 'of performing one 
good durie, in giving the beſt, and moſt'reſpetttull 
intertainment to Chriſt ſhe "could; detained her 
from the hearing ofthe Word. a matter of far grea- 
er moment. Thus many that read nor all the weeke 
-long.knowing yetthatreading is aduty commaun- 
| ded by 'G OD; will therefore bee” reading of the 
Scriptures in the Sermon=-time,ar the Church. Some 0 
ako are#r home in their private prayers and medi- 
tations, when the Church is afſembled togerher, and | 
with priuate ſeruice exclude the publique. Others | 
in hearing of the Word, while they minde the me- 
thod and order of the-Prfacher, and matters of | 
| knowledge, they neglect thar which concernes affe- | 
ion : And divers fuch like. Heere remember, that | 
howſocuer in ecvuill things that rule be falſe, of exi/s 
chooſe the leafs, yet in good things the contrarie is 
true : Of 2004s chooſe the greateſt. | 
The eight deceit is, when hauing performed ſome VIII, Deceit | 
ed ſervice to God, we thereupon take occaſion to | Afrergood * 
bo che more carelefle and ſecure : Like boyes, who _ = 
after they haue followed their Bookes hard in the |** 3 1 
ſchoole.think then they are priuiledged to ſport and 
play reakes. So is it with v#We may eaſily feele 
this diſpoſition in our ſelnes, to be ready to pleaſe 
our {clues in vnlawfull liberties, when we haue plea- 
ſed the Lord in lawfull duties. We may ſee it in 70- 
#4, after his embaſſage faithfully diſcharged to rhe | 
Nmiuites, breaking forth into anger againſt the 
Lord: and in Ezek#ah, after his notable feruice, both 
of praier in ſickneſſe, and of thankſ-giuing after des | 
kuexance, -fouly oner-ſhooting himſclfe ina vaine | 
- oltenration | ne. 
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IX, Deceir, 
The ftclhes 
peruerſe imi- 
| cation of the 
(pirirt. 


%. 3 


The decertfulneſſe of ans heert. | 
oſtentation of his treaſures to the Babiloniſh Embar. 


ſadour. Therefore after a lightening,take heede of a 
foyle. Neuer haue we greater cauſe to tremble,than 


| after wee.haue wel acquitted our ſelues inthe per- 


formance of ſome goodduty:;Then wil our hearts be 
ſeeking of vnlawfull liberty.& offring to ſteale away 
from God, that after their paynesin tys ſeruice they 
might refreſh themſclues with ſome pleaſure of ſin. 
he ninth deceit is, when the fleſh dorh peruerſly 
imitate the ſpirit in vs ; when as the Diuell transfor- 
meth himſelfe into an Angel of light, ſo our fleſhly 
and corrupt hearts into the ſimilitude of ſpirituall,& 
renewed, How is this # Specially in the raiſing vp*of 
many and holy motions, meditations, deſires, 


| anid affe&tions in our minds;For example,otherwhile 


in prayer,or in hearing of the word,there come into 
our mindes ſuch and ſuch thoughts, and good pur- 
poſes of doing this or that good worke z ſometimes 
alſo many good affeGtions, as of griefe for our ſins, 
and ſuch like, which yet are ante g to our preſent, 
either praying or hearing. Here our deceittull hearts 
will be'ready to thinke theſe come from the ſpirit of 
grace z but the truth is they come from our owne 


carnall hearts, and che Diuel] rogether, both mu- 
tually — to deceiue vs.For theSpirit of God 
hath no ſuch office to draw away mens minds _ 
hearing the Word : No,it openeth the heart, it boa- 
reth through the eares thereof, and maketh vs to at- 
rend.So the ſpirit ofGod hath no ſuch office neither, 
as to trouble mens mindes in ayer, with thoughts 
impertinent:No.the ſpirir is the ſpirit of prayer, and | 


our 


| chaferh away all ſtraggling thoughts, and keepeth 


; , 
| 


| 
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The deceit fulneſſe of Mans heart. 
our mindes ſteady and atrentiue in-prayer, -: There- 
| fore aſſure thy ſelfe, here isnoble- ingling. Theſe 


yer the ſpirirthar ſuggeſts rhem in this faſhion, is rior 
divine, but fleſhly, or diabotlicall, 

Fhe #texth deceit is,when intempration our hearts 
berray vs ttke T defſes.anto the dinels hands, If one 
lining familiarly with vs, ſo that wee repoſe ſome 
ruſt in him, ſhould yer walking abroad with vs,and 
ſecing ſome enemy come to ofter'violence, runne a- 
way frotm vs, would wee not account him a deceit- 
full perſon? much gnore if he ſhould conſpire with 
the enemy, and take his parr againſt vs. So is it 
heere with our hearts , thar lye continually in our 
bofomes; and pretend great kindnefle , and friend- 
ſhip, no ſooner yer can the Diuel! ſer vpon vs with 


|choughrs ſuggeſted, rhough in themſelues Divine ,' 


any tempration , bur they fcrſake vs, yea, they deli- 
uer vs vp into his hands. Herein dealing with vs as | 


| 
| 
| 


rhefatſehearted men of Kei/ah would haue: done 
wich Da#id. As Dunid miſtrufted them,ſoſhould we 
theſe heerts. We neede notto aske the queſtion, as 
Dexid did of the mied of Keilah, will they deliner ws : 
Wee may affure our ſelaes they will. Such: is the 
depth of their falſhood. Imiah when he went outin | 
che morning to the fheepe-ſhearing, had no ſuch 
purpoſe as to commir inceſt with Thamar, but yer 
for all chat beingtempted , fee..howihis owne heart | 
deceined him , and gane him-theflip.yea, thruſt 
him into the hands'of rhe rempration. Ad alas. | 
who fees not this falfenefle of his owne heart,yea c- 


X.Dcceir, 
treachery in 
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ven then when we goe forth inrothe:world with a 
purpoſe gift ach and luc ſinncs 2 yernodooner 
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are rhe leaſt ricing and tempting occafions offered 
ro our eyes, Eaxcs,or orher ſenſes, but we are caughr 


The elemrenth deceit is, by holding vs occupied in 
thinking of ſome good rhing ro come, to make vs 
neglect our preſenr duty. Here wee ſhould remem- 
ber that faying of Samet to Saut, Whew this ſhall 
come to paſſe, namely thy kingdome , doe that which 
comes next hand. Itis a folly to leaue certainties for 
vncertainrics. Thou haſt certainty of that which is 
preſent. If thou wilt lay hold vpon the preſe'it oc- 
cafion thou mayeft; Bur as for thag which is to come, 


Ncha 6.7. 


. Verſe 3- 


x [1. Deccirt, 
] Perking ot rhe 
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refle, 


» 


thowart wholly vncertaine, thou knoweſt not whe- 
| therthere will cucr be any occaſion of good for thee 
[ro lay hold of or no. Herein mee thinkes the de- 


him ro conference, and conſultation wirh chem- 
felues:ſoour hearts doe often diuert vs from the pro- 
fecution of many good purpoſes, by caſting other 
odde impertinent marters in our way , like as in a 
caſe farre vnlike,the Philiſtimes diuerred Sax) from 
the purſuit of Devid : or asthe Foxe dinerts thee 
huntſman ſometimes from following the Hare. Bur 


the worke ceaſe while T leaue it, and come to you ? 


. vw 


ceir of our heart is like the practice of Tobieh and | 
$4nballat againſt Neh:miah,who would haue drawne | 
him away from the repairing of che citie by calling | 


tn this caſe we muſt be wiſe to an{wer our hearts, as 
Nehemiah did his crafty aduerſaries, I hawe #4 great | 
worke 10 doe , an I cannot come downe © why ſhould 


' "Fhe twelfe deceit is, when admitrance being got- 


ren for ſomrhing,becauſe of ſome ocher thing wher- 
on it ſhou}4 wait, as a handmaide on, her miſtreſle , 
a>, | 


DD ——— 


mT TO uy ry, 


—_—_ 


—_— uw DA/tlDAS. 


—_———_—— 


yer this handmaid beginneth ro perke aboue her 
| Miſtrefſe,andto incroach atttvſurpe vpon the chie- 
| feſt place. Auſten ſhewes this deceir in himſelfe, in | 
| bis ſenſuall delighrting in ſinging of Plalmes, inre-' 
oard of the (weetnefſe of the found and conrtenr- 
mentof his eares therein. Of which he thus writech. 


whiles ſenſe does not ſo follow reaſon, that it-canpatt- 
ently endure to come behinde it , but hauing gotten fo 
be recined oncly becauſe of it , would therefore goe be- 
fore and hanethe chiefety. $0 Iſinne in theſe things , 
not perceining it : but afierward, Tperteixe it. Ihe 
natural! delight in ſinging af Pſalmes is lawfull, ifir 
be ſubordinate, and ſu' ſerutent to rhe (pirituall de- 
light in the martrer ir ſelfe.Butheere was Auſtexrs de- 
{ ceir,that the aat»ral delight in the ſound, did ouer- 
'rop the ſpiriina7 delight in the ſubftance of the 
; Plalme. So itis lawfull to delight in the witty fpee- 
chesthatare in Sermons ; ſo we vſe this our delighr 
inthe wit,to confirme our delight in the grace ofthe 
ſame ſpeeches : Bur here is the deceirfulneſie of our 
hearts, that our affection to the wz? -is farre more in 
ſenſe, then to the grace; andthartin affecting the wir 
of aSe<rmon, wee feele our afteGion to the grace 


The deveit fulneſſe of Mens heart. | 


But oftentimes the delight of my eare deceineth mee , | 


{omething ſlaked and cooled. I his is as if; one-who | 
15 welcome roa place, onely becaule hee:is in my : 
' company, and comes as my ſhadow, ſhouldyet , ; 
; afrer hee were recciued into-the houſe for my fake 

; cauſe my fricad torhruſt me our of the deores, that 

' he may haue:all rhe welcome, and kinde untertaine- | 
; ment alone. | 
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| | > JET _e ' 6s - A302 ; 
| 1 IGOR XXAT TE: 
of the deceit of our Aﬀetions in general). 


Ithertowe haue ſpoken of that deceiriul- 
nes of heart; which is zozntlyin rhe mind 
| | and affeAtions : irremaineth now. that we 
| | ſpeake of the deceirfulneſſe of the affefions,by them 
| | ſelnes. Where firſt, we will ſpeake of their deceir in 
| general) , andchen ſecondly in ſpecial, of the deceit 
| | ſome ſpectall affeCtions, | 
| Generall ,in The deceit ofthe affeftions in generall,ſhewes it 
| [oacke ſclfe in two things. - 
1.In that they are of ſo variable & mutable a diſ- 
! poſition. chat the face:of the heauens isnot lo diuers 
| | nor the ſea,or weather,ſo inconſtanr, nor the Came- 
lion ſo changeable as they. There i nothing fo vn- 
{ | ftaied, nothing ſo vncerraine;nor onely changed this 
' day from yeſterday; butthis houre,yeathis moment 
from the former, Hence that of $8alomon, No man 
Ecceg.:.1n. | knoweth lone or hatred, that is, as Tunivs expounds 
rerpreted. | ir,thething either he loues or hates,by reaſon of this 
} | ficklenefſe of our ſoeafilyalterable affeions. Who 
would haue thought, that 4mions ſo hot affecti- 
| | on to his Siſter, "could 'euer haue beene cooled ? 
] | Yerfor all that, preſently after his laſt was ſatisfied, 
| his hatred of her exceeded his former loue. Who 
would haue thought rhar the Iewesthat.cryed Ho- 
ſannaro Chriſt:wouldafrer haue cryed (ofoonecru- 
| cifie, erweifie © Who would haue thought the Xgyp- 
tians ſo deſirous of the Iſraelits departure,thar they 
euen | 


| Deceirt of Af- þ 
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even wooed them robe gone, by giuing them then 
precious iewels, ſhould yer within fo few houres, 
on the ſuddaine runne after them, to recouer them 
againe -into their hands as before : So forioy and 
ſorrow wee may ſee the like varieties and changes. 
Toras that to day is the onely merry man, while the 
gourd flourtſheth , tro morrow when ir periſkcth , 
none {o penſiue Or perplexed as he. 

This deccic oP our affections 15 moſt dangerous 
in the matter of religion; when wee begin to waxe 
cold, hauing beene once zealous , and to care vp that 
zeale of Gods houſe, which was wont ro eate vp vs. 
Thus was it with Epheſus. charged by Chriſt with | Reuelex. 4, 
the loſſe of her lone; and with the Galathians , 
chart ar the firſt were fo feruent in their affe@ions , 
thatchey could haue found in their hearts to have | Gal.g. 15. - 
plucked our their eyes forhim , yetafterward were | 
more ready to plucke out his eyes. Thus alſo fared 
ir with theIewes , who atthe firſt followed , and 
flocked after the Baptilt, and reioyced in his light | totn.s.; 5. 
but yer for @ ſeaſon onely: Tobn quickly grew ſtale to 
them, and as our Sauiour inſinuates, no more ac« 
counted fof, then a reed» ſhaken with the winde. And Math rt. 7. 
would to God the cafe were not alike with too ma- | 
ny in theſe ourdayes. | 

The ſecond thing wherein our affetions ſhew |, Corrupeing 
chemſelues decertull, is rhe blinding and cor- ofth*ludge- 
rupting of -our iudgement. Theſe are our Eves, ”..* 
that doe deceijue vs. Adam, (aith the Apoſtle, was 
not dectined, that is, ſo much by his indgementr, 
(though alſo by that roo ) as by hisaffecion to his 
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wife, which at length blinded his iudgement. True: _ 
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it 1s, our } indgement ſhould goucrne our affetti- 
on3 . as Adam ſhould hane done Exer; yertthus it 
{z]lerh our, that affection over-rules and OUECr=PEr- 
[\wa''es jud; 7ement. Wee fee how our affeftions ro 
our children, kindred and ſpeciall friends, doe often 
dazlec ur eves, hat we mainraine errour and wrong. 
As Barnabas mey (eeme to have done againſt Pay/ 
in hjz (o ſtiffe {tanding ont azainſt him im the caſe 
of Mzke. who was his kin{man, as appeares, Ce/o/. 
4-10 How often have errours beene entertained 
becarſe of our affc&tions to rhoſe that bring a'1d 
! roach rhem ? Hence thar'fecch of hereriques, ob- 
l rued by Tertwllian, firſt to perſwade, then to teach: 
firſt ro worke vpon mens affeQions, and to gaine | 
ſome intereſt in their hearrs, then afrerward to las | 
bour the vaderſtanding thus prepared, toWwcoe the | 
Miftrefſe by rhe Maide : Whereas the truth con- 
rear: ly doth perſwade by teaching , not reach by 
perſwadino, Contrarily many wholeſome truths 
| hane beene diſtafted , onely by reaſon ofrhepreiva- 
| dice which our naughty affe&ions hane conceined 
againſt the teachers; As in the example of Ahab, 
refuſing Miraiahs prophecie. Againe, whatsthe rea- | 
| fon , rhar ſo many wiſe and learned men in the 
| Church of Rome hauebeene. and fill are ſo groſſy 
ſeduced with (ach foppiſh, and (coſelefle erronrs? 
| Enen this, their owne affc&ion to gaine and glory . 
and thoſe other allvring gifts . which thar ſtrum- 
er harh in her hand , which they cannor receii:- 
vnleſſe they firſt rake her poyſoned cup and drinke 
thereof. Reward blindeth the eyes ofthe wiſe; that is . 
our corruptaſfetion rowards reward. When once | 
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the affe&ionis (et vpon gaine, then preſently gatne ) 
is godlinefle; and if a thing he gainefull.then chough 
|neuer fo vile, i ic ſhall be coloured ouer, as good and 
lawfull. Our affetions when they would haue a 
jrhing, ſharpen our wits and ſet them on worke 
;ro deniſe arguments to ſerue their rurne. Bur ſu- 
(pet t wee alwayes our judgements (though they 
| may ſeeme neuer ſo well fortified with reaſons) in 
thoſe cafes wherein our affections are intereſled. 
Surely our affections will plead mightily, and deale 
crafrily , rayſing vp foyges and miſts betore onr| 
eyes , and ſetting falſe colours vpon things to de- 
ceiuve vs. Looke how in a greene glaſle all things 
{ſeeme greene , and as to an aguith raſte all things 
|birter : lo when the iudgement is diſtempered by 
|affedtion, all things ſhall bee iudged ofaccording to 
| the pleaſure of atfetion. Therefore Peter well (ayes 
of theſe corrupt lults, that they fi2ht againſt ihe | 
ſoul ;, yeacuen the principall part thereot,the V n- 
derſtanding ; by making ir feruilely ro frame its 
þ iudgement to their defire. Wee ordinarily ſee the 
droves of our affcftions in naturall things. Fathers 
thinke their owne children the wiſelt , And the fai- 
[reſt : Solouers their loues. The Ape thinkerh his 
owne brats, though ougly and miſhapen , to bee 
faire and beaurifull, Afſuredly theſe affeftions of 
ours, are NO leflg deceirfull in things ſpirituall. The 
; vileſt deformities, if -once they bee affedtions dar- | 
lings, ſhall bee accounred comely ornaments, Let 


— — — 


orhers ſay what they will. Lhe affections hane raken 


captive the vnderſtanding , and Dalilah hath lulled 
|  $410p ſow allcepe. The belly hath no cares, nor yet 
| V " Ek -— _- 
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| 


[ 


| 


che truth is.that we loue ſpecially in them theſe our- 


| Thediſcouery ofthis deceitis inthe change ofeſtate. 


[no cyes. So much, for the deceic, of AﬀeCtions in 
generall, | 


CHAP. XXIIIIL, 
Of the deceitfulneſſe of Lone, Anger, Toy. | 


REIOW to come to the deceit of ſome parti- 
4 cular Aﬀections. And farſt ro begin with 
Sea LOHe 

r. | he deceit of the affection of Loue is, when we 
thinke we loue mens perlons, as they are Gods crea- 
rures in Adam, and his new creatures in Chriſt ; 
when yet indeed we loue not rheirperſons, bur their 
riches, honours , reparation in the world,and ſuch 
like adinndGs oftheir perſons, In louing of our ſelues, 
we preferre our perſons before our goods, or oughr 
elſc ; as the Diuell obſerued , $kz» for skin, and all 
tat aman hath wi! le gine for his life. Now the Law 
is, Thou ſhalt lows thy neighbour as thy ſetfe: And fo 
wee ſhould loue him, andnot his. Bur quice con- 
rrary is it with many of vs in the louing of others ; 
Weepreferre their purſes and portions before their 
perſons. Whatſoeuer we may per[wade our ſelues, 


ward things, and know them according to the fleſh 


1. When riches are turned into pouertie, honour 
into ignominie; if then wee leaue our friend, it is 
euident we loued not his perſon before : For thar is 
ſtill che ſame, hispiety , bis parts are the ſame, that 


when | 


| 
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when hee wasrich, happily more. When the corne | 
is ſpent, the Rats leaue the barne, and yer rhe 
roome is theſame : Ir was not then the roome they | 
loued. Here was the tryall of the ſtnceritie of Tohxs 
loue to our Sautour , that hee forſooke him nor on. 
the Croſſe, as his fellowes did. For indeed Chriſt | 
was the ſame on the Crofie , that inthe Pulpit, in 
che Temple : Chriſt ſuffering, was the ſame, that he \ 
was working miracles. Thus was the deceirfull loue | 
of many Profeſſors at Rome towards Par! diſcoues | 
red, in that they ſtood not to him when he was con- 
vented before Nero. Herein allo appeared ſome | 
vaſoundneſle in Tobs wife her loue, when ſhe began | | 
ro loath him becauſe of his boyles and borches. | 
Ifſhee had loued his grace, bozchie Tob, and poore 7b | 
was as gracious, as haile Tob, and rich Tob, The like | | 
may be ſaid of their loue, who depending vpon him 

in his flouriſhing eſtate, afterward deſpiſed him in "Own 
his fall. | 
2. When alſo our eſtate is changed from worſe 
to a better, here alſo is a diſcouery of deceirfull 
lone. For as inthe former change vnſound love will 
rurne into hatred. fo in thar into ery. Here was 
the diſcouerie of Sawls falle hearrtro Danid, when 
ſeeming to loue him dearely & entire)y before , hee 
could nor yet endure him , when he ſaw him grow 
greater then himſelfe, and heard his ?e»xe thouſands, 
and but his ewne thoujands. And here was a nora- | | 
ble rryall ofthe ſinceritie of Jozathans lone of Dani, | 
when for all he knew hee wasto be preferred to the | 
Kingdome , and the onely man ro pur him by rhat | 


dignitie , yer ſtill hee continued couttant in lone. | | 
Where- 
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Whereas , if hee had loued him onely for outward 
reſpz&s, as becaule of rhe fimilirude of their diſpo- 
frions, that hee was a man of a Marriall (pi:it, and 
not chiefly for his picty , hee could nor bur vpon 
-ais occaſton have mott bitterly hated him. This 
muſt teach vs412 louing otners,ro examine our Owne 
hearts, what it is wee louc in them; whether the 
Image of God, or the deceiuable thadowes of rhe 
world. And thole that have much loue , and many 
friends nuwult learne wudome, not to take all for 
friends that pretend affetion. And becauſe the 
heart of man is thus deceirtull in loue,as in nothing 
more, K muſt reach vsin the mulrirude of greatett 
and trongett friends ro flyervnro God, and ro make 
his loue our chiefeſt ſtay : His loneT lay , which is 
without deceit , wirhout repentance, without the 
leaſt ſhadow of turning. For whom hee once lones ,: 
he Ioes to the end. Mens loue is fo often decent 11, 
that wee may iuſtly complaine with 70h, My friends 
hane deceined me as a brooke: and with the Church in 
che Lamentations; My lowers ſtand farre off from mec: 
and with Paxl, all baxe forſaken mee. Leane not then 
on this broken ſtaffe. Secure nor thy ſelfe , no nor 
ia the favour of Princes. Truſt notinthem , faith 
the Pſalmiſt , becauſe rhey are morrall , andrheir 
breath isin their noſthrils : Much more then may I 
{1y, truſt norin their loue, becauſe their loue is mor- 


tall, and may quickly turne into mortall hatred. 
[Their loue may die before themſclues, they may | 
furuive their loue, breathing our cheir loue, before 
their breath. So much for Lowe. 


2. Aﬀection is Azger andhatred, and inueterare 
ES anger 
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anger. I he deceit is, when we thioke we hare mens 


'{11nes. when indeedit 1s their perfons, and that wee | The deceir. 


for ſome iniurie done to our ſelues. For ſoir is, that 
Gods cauſe and our owne often meer together. And 
wherein we are wronged, therein alſo is God. Now 
| hence by reaſon of this company and concurrence 
of Gods cauſe and our owne, wee are very apt and 
ready to deceiue our felues; thinking our anger is 
directed againſt the diſhonour of God, whereas in 
truth, it hath reference onely to that which is but 
an appurtenance and hang-by thereto, namely, our 
owne offence. 

The diſconery therefore of this deccir, is, 

7. Inthe partition-of Gods cauſe and ourowne. 
Let vs marke how wee ere affeted , either when 
(God is diſhonoured wirhourt our injnry, or we in- 
iured wichourt any grcat impeachment of Gods 
honour. Nov if wee can bee as hor as toſtes in our 
owne prinate injuries, where Gods glcry is not cal- 
led in queſtion, and yer as cold as Ice when moſt 
diſhonourable indiznities are offered to rhe Lord , 
{withoar any rouch of our (elnes; then itis evident , 
thar in thoſe caſes, where God> cauſe and onr owne 
are ioyned rog2ther. our anger was onely for our 
owne. not for Gods. When our Seruanrs and chil 
| dren hane nevle&=-d their duery to vs, there is juſt 
|caule ofanger :. For Gods Commandemenr is bro - 
ken by them. Bur-deceiue nor thy ſelfe, when vn- 
| derthis pretence thon lerteſt looſe the bridle rotay 
| rage. For how often haſt thou rliy ſelfe failed farre 


|more in thy duryto God?how often haft rhou ſeene 
rhy 


are anory for finne againſt God, when indeed ir is | 
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|rhy Children and Seruants diſkonour rhe Name of 
| che Lord many wayes , and yet waſt neuer halfe fo 
| angry 2 Here was the tryall of Moſes his anger: 
| When the people murmured , and when Koreh re- 
' belled againſt him, here was juſt cauſe of anger:Bur 
(here Gods cauſe and his owne werecoupled. Ler 
vs therefore marke Moſes his behauiour when they 
' were ſingled. Numb. 12. Aaron and Marian offer 
| kim apriuate iniurie : Ir is ſaid his meckenefſe was 

ſuchthar he gaue them not a word. Apaine,Fxod. z 2. 
; the people had fallen to Idolatrie, and had made a 
, Calte, and Aaron had his hand therein : Here Gods 
' quarrel] was ſeuered from his owne ; And how ca- 
ries he himſelfe here? Heſpares neither Az2ro#n,nor 
the people, but in a godly fit of zeale takes on, 
 breakesthe twortables in peeces,&c.A meeke lambe 
in his owne iniurie : A fherce Lyon in Gods. Heere 
' was pure anger, free from guile and gall. 

2. If our anger be properly againſt finne, then ir 
| will keepe vs from ſinning groſly in being angry. 
| For whar likelihood is there that he is truely angry 
againſt finne , that commits a greater ſinne in his 
anger, then the finne whereat hee is angry. Thus 
' many are angry for ſmall offences, which indeede 

are ſ1nnesalſo againſt God : bur in their anger they 

are (o diſtempered that they breake out into cur- 
«ſing, raging , rayling, &c. which are farre greater 
| finnes, then that wherewith they are diſcontent. 
| Here was Davids anger againſt Nabal diſcouered to 
| be faulty. He might happily perſlwade himlſclfe hee 
(had cauſe to be offended ; For Nabals churliſh vn- 
— was odjous to God : Yetthar was 
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not ir which angred Dauid. For then howſame ir 
'ro pafſe tharhisanger prouoked him ro ſweare , to 
|conceiue a bloudy purpole of murther ? Grace be- 
gers not ſtane,bur holds backe from ſinne. Grace is 
'neuera paire of bellowes,to blow vp in vs the fire of 
[corruption '{o as is often our-anger, Andtherefore 
| our anger then, is not of grace.but of corruption; 
| 3- Holy anger, that is conceined againſt finne, 
' doth not any thing vnft: vs for duties wee owe ei- 
'ther God, or man; no nor that man with whom 
we are angry. As Moſes was angry with the Iſrae- 
lites , and chid them ſharply, yer withall prayed 
for them heartily. As whenour children, through 


angry ſpeeches, wee goe to the Phyylitian for them, 


the ſame time mourned for their finne. Torathar 
was angry with his father for vowing Dazidsdearh : 
yet his anger made him ſpeake nothing vabeſce- 
ming the dury., cirher of a Sonne to his Father , or 
of a Subic& ro his Soueraigne. Anger againſt (irne, 
is alwayes ioyned with Joue of che ſinner. Sincere 
anger is a /awing anger, adenont anger : . It' firs a 
man for the dnries of loue tomen; of denorion' to 
God: This angeris a wherſtone to Prayer: and by' 
| helpe of ir, thow (halt peay berter ther before; * If 
|rhen thine anger fo diſguife thee ; and pur thee our 
' of frame that thou canſt- not tell', :eirhes how'ro! 
| pray to God, or looke, or [peake lotingly'ro man, 
not onely the perſon angringrace, bur fcarce any 
other; it isa conuiftion of the deceirfulneſle of thy: 
avger, 214-42 ©. 204) 
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;. Aﬀection is roy. In che whichrhere is a double 
[deceir.1. When we thinke we retoyce in Gods our- 
ward benefits, onely as pledges of his loue, when 


indeede wereioyce more in the benetirs themſchues, 
'Then in the benefactor. 


| The diſcovery is. x. By our drooping, and deie- | 


[ton vader the Croſſe. It ic had beene Gods fauour 
'onely we had reioyced in, in our proſperity , why 
'rhen is the copie of our countenance changed ? for 
|Gods fauour is {till the ſame ro his in affliction, which 
in proſperity: haply,greater. 

2. By the effet of our ioy, which is the (adding | 
and gricuing of Gods ſpirir. Wheace ariſerh a hea- 
vie lumpiſhnes, and vawillingnes to Gods ſervice. 


graces of Gods ſpirit in our brethren, for them- 
ſelues, when wee reioyce in them onely as they are 
ſome way benefbiciall ro our {clues ; as in the matter 
of liberality. Here the rriall is, to marke whcther 
we reioyce as much in other graces , which are not 
ſo profitable to vs;or in the (ame graces, when it 
fals out that they are profitable ro others, not to 
ourſelues. Excellently Paxt to Philemoz. Wee haxe 
ereat ioyin thy lone: For by thee Brother (not my bur) 
the Saints bowels are refreſied. Many reioyce onely 
in thac loue which refreſherh their owne bowels. 
Which is-indeede to rejoyce rather in their owne 
profit., then in the grace of God it {elfe. For thar 
lone: which -#efreſhcth orher Saints bowels: and 
not mine , 1s love, as well as that which refreſheth 
mihe. It I rejoyce & jove:, becauſeqaris Jouc,, be- 


| 


2. Deceirtis, when wee thivke we reioyce inthe | 


| 


| 


| 


cauſe ir is grace, I ſhall reioyce as well in the one.as 
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in the other. Yea, and when this grace is beneficial] 
to Vs, Father yet in his benefie whoſeiris, becauſe 


reloyce, then in our Owne. 


Of the deceit fulneſſe of our Sorrow , Deſire, 
and Confidence. 


TS tection is ſorrow, Where there is a 
$ rwofold deceir. 1. When worldly for 
ig row ſhroudes it ſelfe vnder the coun- 
tenance of Godly vexation , of humiliation. Come 
co-many in their aftlitions, and reproue them for 
cheir carnall forrow,and their anſwer is ready, when 
Gods hand is gone our againft vsfor our ſins, ſhould 
we nor be humbled? yes, for your finne : Bur loe the 
deceirfulneſſe of your heart. It is rhe punifhment | 
that gricues you, not the ſinne;the Surgions plai- 
ſer, nor thine owne fore. You grieve noratthe 
puniſhment, becauſe of the ſinne deſerving ir : bur 
at the ſinne, becauſe of the puniſhment follow- 
ing it. 
The diſcouery of this deccir, is 
t. When, vpon the ceaſing of thepuniſhmenr , 
wee are cheered preſently , though till both the 
guile , and filth of onr finne fticke in onr conſci- 
ence» Like as the fooliſh boy is glad , when the 
ſmarting plaiſter is off, rhough his ſore ſtill remaine 
vnhealed, Whereas, ific were the finne thatgrieued 
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of the fruir furthering his Gwne reckoning, ſhall-we | Phil. 4.17. 
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The deceit fulneſſe of Mans heart. | 
vs, our griefe, together wirh our ſinne, ſhould out- 
laſt rhe puniſhment. Bur it once we haue any eaſe 
of our puniſhment, wee give -ouer our forrowing 
forthwith. Which ſhewes that with thoſe Tewes, we 
| mourne onely tor our corne and oyle, &c. 
| 2. Diſconery is by the propertie.of godily.ſor- 


row , which is to make a man freſh, and nimble 


_—_—_ 


in the ſpirirs for prayer, and other good quries, 


| Whercas worldly ſorrow lies heauy,like lead, vpon 

2 mans heart, and will make a man ſleepe ſooner , 

{rhen pray ; as in Toras ſleeping in rhe middeſt of a 

rerciale rempelt , which droue euen the prophane 

Marriness t@ prayer; andin the Dilciples, who be- 

ing poſſeſſed with worldly ſorrow , were neither a- 

ble ro watch one houre wich Chriſt in prayer, nor 
fic to-heare that dodrine which Chriſt other wiſe 
was readyto haue taught them. For fo our Saui- 
our told them: 7 have many things to ſay unto yourbut 
10# are not able to bearethem; namely, becauſe their 
ſpirits were dulled, and deaded, with worldly for- 
row.Which euen in this ſence alſo, may bee faidto 
canle death; though yer the oppoſition of life , 
which the Apoſtle makerh in thar place, 2.Cor.7. 

{cemes toreſtraine the ſence to ſpirituall dearh. Bur 
it is true that worldly ſorrow cauſeth euen this na- 
rurall death. Whereas godly ſorrow procures a 
good Conſcience , which is the very health of rhe 
bones, a continuall feaſt, 'Enen in thevery a&t of 
mourning is a mans heart light, and cheerefull. 
It then wee finde our ſenſes-quickened , our ſpirits 
reuiued.by our ſorrow, {o' that wee feele it to giue 
wings tO our prayers, which befaxe lay groueling 
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on the ground; then haue wee an argument it. is 
ſound , and good. For godly ſorrow is alwayes 
mixed with, nay indeed proceedes from, faith, 
which, in the apprehenſton of mercy, yeelds mat- 
rer of ioy, to allay the bitterneſſe of our teares. But 
if wee haue no hearts to pray, if our ſorrow make 
vs ſpiritually, both dumbe, chat wee cannor ſpeake 
ro God, and deafe,that we cannor, withrhoſe Iſrae- 
lites, heare GO D ſpeaking to vs; then haue wee 
cauſe to ſuſpe& our ſorrow, as vaſound, and de- 
ceitfull. 

2, Deceir of our ſorrow, when our owne priuate 
ſorrow is couered with the title of ſorrow tor the 
publique euils of the Church, where we live, Vſu- 


are intereſted in che publike calamiries of the ſtate 
where we live, and ſoare pinched with the ſenſe of 
their ſmart. Hence many deceirfully imagine, they 
are grieued for the publique euils, when indeed ir is 
no otherwiſe for rhe publique, rhen as they rouch 
chem in particular. 

Here the diſcouery is. 

1. In the ſeparation of our owne cauſe from the 
Churches. As when, it going ill with the Church, 
ir goes well with vs in particular. It then wee can 
diſtaſte our owne priuate felicities, and call them 
Tcahods, as thar geo 1 woman didherſonne, when 
the arke was captiued;ifthen we are as penſiue,as it 
wee our ſelnes in our owne perfons ſuſtained that 
which the Church dorh, then ir is an argument our 
oric fe is ſincere, As in Nehemiah, whom his owne 
caſe, and great grace, and authority in _ Kings 
| ourr. 


La 


| 


ally it falleth out, chat euery one of vs in particular. 


{ 
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2 
Doe not many 
mourneinthech 
aducrfity of 
the Goſpell, 
becauſe they 
mourne for | 
their owne | 
aduerfiry? Oh | 
great corrup, 
Con of cur 
hearts 1 O 
bottomlc fe 
Pit ofhypocri- 
fac! Greenh, 
in Plal.119, } 
ye re 139 ( 
Diſcouery. 
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Court could nothing 'cheere, or comfort ,- it the 


common calamiries of the Church of God. 

2. When beſides the common euils of the 
| Church:-wee ſuffer ſome perſonall afflictions , thar 
concerne vs ſolely, If our griefe be truely for the 


. Churches evils, rhen, in this caſe, rhe ſenſe of griefe 


;of the publike evils will blune the edge of our pri- 


the griefe of the ſtone,becauſc ir is the greater, doth 
rake away all ſenſe af the goure, becaule ir is the 


lefſe: ſo heere, in a godly minde, the griefe for our | 
owne priuate , is drowned in rhe greater griefe for |. 
the Churches publike diſtreſſes. Bur if ir bee quite | 


contrary with vs,that we cannot feele the Churches 
miſery,we are-ſo affected with the ſenſe of our own, 


[then for them, onely as our owne , and not as the 
Churches; making the name of the Church onely 
a vizour, and imitating Polus, that, vnder the repre- 


mentedthe dearth of his owne ſ{onne. 
| 5. Aﬀedtion is Deſire, Inthe which alſoisa dou- 
ble deceir. | 

1- When our vazatrra? deſires are cloaked with 
the name of vatwral/. Though mens defires are in- 


[1 


deceiue themſelues withthis, that they deſire onely 
a competency, neither pouerty , nor riches , a 
onely Agars comenient portion, Now competen- 
cic is that , which will nor onely ſerue #atxre, but 


r= , and inſatiable , yet ſor all this viſually they 


thar | 
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uate ſorrow.-' As in two diſeaſes of rhe body, the| 
ſtone and-rhe' goute'; when they meere together, 


chis is' more then a preſumption , that when che | 
Churches affliftions were our owne , wee mourned | 


ſenrarion of anothers griefe, truely, and heartily las | 


”— 


EE 
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| The deceitfulne(ſe of Many Bears? | 
that alſo which is fitre for our: eſt#?ei and ralling; | 
[And ſothar which is but.comperenrsfor one eſtare 
jand calling , as ſaya Magiſtrate, is ſuperflntie for ; 
another, as ſay a priuate man. Well then, ler vs ſee 
|v-hether it bee ſo vſually with our deſires, as they 
\pretend, that they confine themſelnes within the 
| bonds of- mediocritie , and competencie. , The 
\tryall will be this, if, when they hanerhart which is 
| competent, they then reſt contented. For there are 
three defires.; The deſire of zatwre, of grace, of cor- 
raption, Natz#re will bee content with ictthe + Grace 
| with lefſe: bur corr»ptionis inſatiable. If then chere 
ee ngho with our defires, but when they haue got 
that which chemſclues , ar firſt, would ſer downe 
asa matterof competency, yer they ſtill are like the 
craving horſe-leaches, that cry Gize, gine, itisan ar- 
\gumengx, ir isthe deſire of corruption, not of nature, 
not of grace. Naturall thirft is diſcerned from a-: 
guiſh by this, that the natural will beequenched' 
with a draught , but the other is fuxther-pronoked].; 


a \ufficiency , if I had bur ſ@ mu ch,;I ſhould be well} 
apaide then, and yet when they hauethar, :\couer| 
more greedilythen ecucr.before, 'thisis'an Age. a; 
|drophie , adifeaſe ; no naturall; no kindely thirſt. 

Bur heere,, this deceir of our deſires is fo much the! : 
; harder tobe diſconered, in rhatir isnot-ſ{o: eafre to] 
define in every thing that whichis competent. And, 
ſo vader the colour of comperency wee quickly! 
'fallintothe ſnarg of pleaſureand exceſſe. This Saivr' 
Auſiea, excellengg deſcribes in the deſire of meares| 


It 


and drinkes ,, aud by khoproponieawee-ampappiy) 
| X 2 ni 
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by drinking. So, when men ſhall ay,i I:deſire onely |<f»$ 
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Sub velamine 
neceſſutarys 1» 
cidt in laqueos 
v0:uptalis. 
Bernard, 
Conſeſſ.10 31. 
Seddum ad qui 
etcmeſaticiatis 
ex indigratie 
moleſtia tr zn/co 
in ipſo tranfitu 


mih; inſidiatur 


laqueirs conch 
piſceutie, 
Etſepe incerthl 
vt» a adbuc ne- 
ceſſaria corporus 


 cura ſubſidium 


petat, an volup» 
tuaria ewpidite 
tis fallatia mi- 
niflerium ſup» 


| petats 


"Ad boc incertk 
bilareſtit +nſw- 
lix anime; &e. 
Veobtentaſalu- 
(Wobumbret 
negotium v- 
luptatis, 
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|{famerthing-which we defire, there is marter fit to 


CLE 


itto the deſire of any other thing. #Þ3/e, faith he, 

< feeling the trouble of want, T make towards the 

© quiet Offalneſſe : in the very paſſage from the one 

*ro the other. there lies in wait for me the ſnare 

* of concupiſcence. And whereas our health is the 

* cauſe of our cating and drinking, here a certaine 

* dangerous pleaſure joynes it felfe as a hand-mayd, 

* and yer for the moſt part labours to go before, 

* rharit may ſeeme to be done for her ſake, whether 
* I ſay I doe, or would doe for my healths ſake. 

* But there is nor the ſame meaſure of both, For 

« that which is enough for healch, is roo little for 

«* delight. And ir is often vncerraine whether rhe 

*need of my body craue more, orthe voluptuons' 
* deceit of my appetite, Ar this vacertainty my 
£ynbappy ſoule reioycerh, as at the matrer of her 
« excuſe and defence, _ glad rhat it doth not 
< appeare what is ſufficient for health, that ſo vnder 
«the pretence of health, ſhe may ſhadow her in- 
©© trempenancys! | 


2. 'Deceit is, when our corn2l] and worldly de- 
falleth onr/in this caſe, when in one and the (elfe-. 


ge contentment to both theſe defires. As in $+- 
mou Mages his deſire of the gifts Apoſtolicall ;be- 
ſides the. excellency of rhe gifrs themſelues , fit 
matter for a holy defire, there was alfo prof, and 
glory that might enfue, fir matter ro prouoke the 
carnall deſire. 87210 would ſeeme to be deuour 
and holy, and rodefire the gifts for themſclues, for 
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fires are accounted of vs as ſpiritual. This deceir | 


that worthy reckoning he bad of them ; Bur Pezer 
ef ſmelt 
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(melr our the cloſe deceit rhar lucked in his heart , 
aad ſaw that it was 2 fleſhly deſire, looking toward 


lacre.So the Apoſtle faich, He that deſireth the office | j Tim.y.4. 


of a Biſhop, deſireth a worthy works - Yerthar deſtre 
which many haue of ic , how deceirfullis ie? Ihe 
worke deſired is worthy: the defire thereof in ma- 
ny is moſt baſe and voworthy : For though there 
bee fit matter inthis office to kindle a holy and ſpi- 
rituall deſire; namely, the beaury of che office it 
ſelfe, Gods glory and mans ſaluarion, ſhining in the 
very face thereof; yet withall there is ſome mar- 
ter to ſtirre vp a crooked and couetous defire , 
namely, the hope of gaine in a fat Benefice. Here a 
couetous Balaam will hide his baſe defire of the re- 
ward of the office, with a prerence, ofa fpirituall de= 
ſire of the office it ſelfe. Such is the deceit of thoſe | 
that buy Liaings vnder this pretence, that they de- 
ſire to exercile their gifts, which otherwiſe, the inj- | 
quitie of the times being ſuch , rhey cannot ha!e 
rae vie of. Soalfo in the marter of marriage. rhis 
deceit is very vſuall. The party affefted harh pierie 
matchaþle both ro perſon and portion, and yer 
both theſe in good meaſure too : Here one too much 
wedded to the World, ortothe fleſh, will cloake | 
his affe&ioRo portion or perſon, with a prerence of 
affection to Pierie z as rhough that had the prehe- 
minence in [waying of his deſires; where happily, | 
if the heart de truely fearched, the contrary will ap-| 
peare, | | | 
The diiconery of this deceit is, when the matrer p;@,,..,. 
that ſhould (atishe rhe carnall defire being taken, 
away, there onely remainerhthe inuiter andnticer) 
X 3 of | 
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6.Confidenec- 
The deccit, 


And diſcouery 


The deceit fulneſſe of Mans heart. 1 


of the ſpiricuall and boly. Forifthen we deſire nor- 


as feruently as before, wee may wſtly feare fraud in! 


our defires. Here cooleddefires are crafty, decaying , 
deceining. flinching, falſe. | 
6. AﬀeCtion is Confidence. Where the deceit is | 
rorhinke we truſt in God , when indeed wee truſt j 
onely in the meanes. The deceit is, both when wee, 
hane the meanes, and when we want them. The} 
deceir of boch- is diſcouered by our behauiour to- 
wards God in the preſence ofthe meanes. For if 
then wee gle ouer praying to God, or abate of 
our feruencie in ſuing and ſceking to him forhis 
helpe, wee may well doubt of our confidence. 
For if wee doe truely rely on God, as on him who] 
is ſufficient withour meanes, and without whom 
euen the moſt ſufftcient meanes are altogether in- 
{ufficient, why then doe wee beginne fo to ſecure 
our ſelues, and lay aſide all feare, when once wee | 
are fenced with the meanes? Againe, hauing beene 
{o confident and comfortable in the enioyment of 
the meanes, if afterward in the time of danger , 
whenthe meanes faile vs, we looſe this confidence , 


and ſhew our ſclues faint and hartlefſe Cowards ; 
chis alſo is another conviction of degeit in our 
confidence. So borh theſe wayes is our confi-| 
dence found our to bee deceirfull, both by exceſſe | 
of ſpiririn peace, and by want of fpiritiin trOu- 

ble. | 
The like deceits might be ſhewed in diuers other 


| ſuthce ro haue ſpoken concerning the deceitfulneſſe 


aftetions. But the Worke growing bigger then 1] 
chought it would, I forbeare. So much then fhall 


af 


ts. 
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of che affeftions z as alſo concerning the whole do- 
arine of the deceirfulnefle of the heart. | 


Cua% AAXRLTL 


of the greatneſſe of the hearts deceit fulweſſe andofthe | 
Ca ſe of her deceit June. 


f 4.vinz thus fpoken of the deceirfu}neſſe of 
B mans heart, it remaineth that now wee! 
=> {ould (| peake of choſe three Illuſtrations, 

{| which in the beginning we notedthe Propher vled 
] co (er ic forth by. 

| Thefirſt is, from the greatneſle of the deceirful- 
Ineſſe. Iris deceirfull, ſayes the Prophet, Aboue all| , 
| things. Atoue all chings ? whar, aboue Sarhan that 
oldSerpent? The meaning is nor, that our hearts 

haue more craft then Sathan , whois an old rrained 

Souldier, and is Crafts-maſter in this Are, wee be- 

ing bur punies, and as of yeſterday vnto him, who is 
ofmany rhouland yeares ſtanding : bur tharthar de- 
ceit which is in our hearts, in regard of Vs, and the | 
dangerous conſequences thereof to vs , is —— 

chen that in Sathan. 

1. As to murder ones ſelfe is a grearer matter. 
then to murther anorther,chough he doe not vie the 
like cruelty in ſtabbing and wounding of himſelfe , 
which is often vſed in the killing of others : So alſo, , 
to deceiue ones (elfe (which is alfo afpirituall kinde 
of murther ) is a greater deceit thento deceiue anos 
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| Epheſ.6.12. | bloud Bur thereby fleſb 4nd bloud the Apoſtle mea- 
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| — | 
cher. And fo inthis ſence the deceitfulnefſe of our! 


1earrs may be i(aid ro be aboue Sarthans, becauſe it 
| deceinerh 77 ſelfs, rhough Sarhan in his deceirs bee! 
farre More cunaing and wily. | 

2. This amplyfieth the deceir, when the perſon 
deceiving, is Our familiar friend, one in whom wee 
repoſe ſ{peciall confidence. See Pſa. 55. 12. 13. So 
5 jt herc. Sarhan is nothing ſo neare vs as our 
owne hearts, that are parrs of ourſeclnes. Sathan is 
wirhour vs; and if wee reſifs him by faith, hee flyerth 
from vs; "bur our hearts are within vs, and though 

we reliitneuer fo much, yet this decejuer ſtill ſtick- 
cth cloſe vnto vs : Sothat Sathan ſomerimes leaues 
vs for a ſeaſon, and wee are not troubled with him . 
or his deceits. Bur our owne hearts,they neuerleane | 
vs, they dogge and follow us ar all rimes, in all pla- 
ces, vpon all occaſions {til ready furniſhed with de-} 
ccit, to begulle vs. 

3. Our ownc hearts can deceiue vs of them(elues 
| without Sathan: Sathan cannor without our hearts. 
te therefore in regard of vs, our owne hearts de- 


ceirfulneſle is farre the greater, as that which giuerh 
Sathan all his aduanrage againſt vs. Hee conld nor 
deceiue our Saujour, becauſe rh ere was nodeceir in 
our Sawours heart. 

The Vſe. This muſt reach vs to account of our 
| ſclues as of our chiefeſt enemies wee are to contend 
| with in this ſpirituall conflict. The Apoſtle ſtirres 
| vpto watchfulneſle and circum{pettion, by ſerting 
| before vs the ſtrength of the: Deuils, as being pow- 


, ers and Principalities , farre ſtrongerthen fleſh and 


' 
: 
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nerh, notſo much the corrnption.as the weakene/ſe of | 
our nature. As ifhe ſhonld haue ſaid, Wee haue no | 
onely ro conflict with weake fraile men, like our | 
ſelnes, thar are but fleſh and bloud ; bur with farre | 
more powerfull and puifſant Aduerfaries , namely, ' 
the Deuils. For the corruption of our hearrs is our | 
greateſt aduerlary ; this corrupt heart of ours is de- 

ceitfull aboue allrhings , even Sarhan himlelfe in | 
ſome ſort , as wee have ſhewed, And thereforc wee | 
muftbend our forces againſt our ſelves, as well as 
againſt Sathan. Yea, rhe way indeed ro onercome 
Sarhan, is firft ro oucrcome our ſelues and we muſt 


we muſtalſorake heed of ourſelves, as enemies. A 
thing worth the noting ir is, rthar the inceſtuous 
perſon deliuered vp to Sathan , did yet repent, and 
come our of Sarhans power. Bur men once deliuve- 
red to themſelues , :the Infts and deceirs of rheir 
owne hearrs, are branded our of the Scripture, as 


al! fight , and the aduerſary a Chriſtian is ſpectally 
roencounter with, ſingles 'vur the body of ſinne, this 


the aire,and feeing no aduerſary, but T fee my aduer- 
ſary, and ſtrike at him : And who may this Aduerſa» 
ry be? Hertels vs in the next words; I beat Jorene 119 | 
body, thar is, not this ourward man, but rhe body of ! 
ſinne, the maſſe of corrupricn, both in the ſoule and | 


inthe body. 


ceitfulneſſe; namely, rhe wickedneffe of our hearts. | of 
The 
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ſo take heed to ourſelues, of other enemies, thar | 1/4 cave tibjvr 
caucas ttipſum, 


1 Cor, $5, 
2+ CUI. 6.7» 


men in a moſt fearcfull and defperare caſe. There-|q,,..,,. 
fore Part in his owne perſon defcribing the ſpirirn- | Pſal 84,42, | 


naughty fleſh. 7/7947 not.ſaith the Apoſtle, as beating | 1.cory "_ 


The ſecond Thuſtration isfrom the cauſe of this de-| , 41... 
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The heart, ſaich the Propher is deceirfull aboue all 
| things , and evil; in this latter clauſe ſhewing the 
| cauſe ofrharfpokenan rhe former. | 
Here two things are to be cleared , 2. What this 
U!neſſe of the heart is. 2. How itis a cauſe of the 
hearts deceitfulneſle. 


For the firſt, The heart is emill. 3 1.Totaly. 

| 2. Originally. 
| 2, Iris totaly enill, and that two waycs : Firſt,the 
| whole ſoule is in cuill : And ſecondly,whole enill is in 
; rhe {oule. | 
| 1. The whole ſouleis cuill : this gal) of birter- 
\nefſe hath imbitrered, this leauen harh ſowred, this 
[leprofic hath infected, nor this part, or that. but the 
whole and cuery part, Euecn from the vaderſtan-; 
; ding, as it were the crowne of rhe head, rothe affe- 
| tions, as it were the ſoales of the feere, there is no- 
; rhing but boyJes and botches. Whereof read a moſt 
| lively diſcription, Ezech. x6. In our Vnderſtanding 
there is a very ſea of ignorance : vncapable it is of 
things ſpiritual, and yet wiſe and wittice in wicked- 
|  neſſe. The Conſcience is full of blind feares.terrors, 
and rorments;or elſe ſcared and {encelefie. The Me- 
| ' mory ſlippery, and waterifh, to recaue and reraine 
any good impreſſions 4 but of a marble firmenefſe to 
hold faſt that which is euill. The will plyable and 
| obſequjcus tothe Deuill ; in his hands as waxe, bur 
| ſtiffe and hard as clay in Gods. The affeftions alſo 

| 


WI" 
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are wholly diſordered, peruesſly ſerting themſelues 
vpon wrong obiects : in ſtead of barhing themſelues | 
in the ſweet fountaines of living waters, they {wi- 
niſhly lic tumbling in filthy aud mirie puddles, It in 
the 
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the great ſtacke thar is inthe heart! Andifthe rongue | 


[The whole frame of our hearts is continually euill. 
'O the rout andrabble of filthy and impure thoughrs 
-chat Jurke in this dungeon ? The temple it was once 
of the Holy Ghoft; bur now.as it fareth with many 
{materiall temples; which as it is reported through 
;Couetouſneſſe of Incloſers, are become ſtables for 
'horſes : ſo this glorious temple is become a ſtinking 
ſtie,and ſtable of vncleane (pirirs, a cage of vncleane 
birds, a den of theeues, a recepracle of all manner of 
llation. 

I I. All enil}, che whole body of finne, that is, rhe 
ſeeds and'{pawnes euen of the vileſt corruptionsare 
in the heart of man. Naturallv thebeft of vs have 
an inclinablenefſe enen ro rhe moſt odious and 
loarhſome ſinnes. As in that Chaozat firſt Creation 
there were the ſecds of all the creatures, fire, aire , 
water, heauen,carth; ſo in mans heart, of all fins. Vps- 
on which ler bur the ſpirit of Sarhan moue, as once }, 
the ſpirit of God vponthe ch2os, & with the warmth 
ofhis temprarions heate it , and no lefſe vgly Mon- 
ſters will proceed outof our hearrs, then did once | 
goodly creatures our of that chaos. Hence it was 
that thoſe things which Daxiſpake of cerraine vile 
notorious wicked finners. that their throat wes ano 
pen ſepulchre the gall of Aſpes was vnder their tongue, 
&c.arc applyedby S. Paulo cuery morhkers childe 
of vs: For there is nener a barrel! better herring;Bur 


as the holy Proucrbe is, As in water face anſwereth to 
face 
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the eye there bee a beame of wickedneſſe :O then | 
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bur the inſtrumenr ofrche heart, bee ſuch a world of $i trahes in 


wickedneſſe, an voruly euill, what then is the heart? _ {Irnes in 
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face.ſo doth the heart of van toman.T he image of our 
face in the water is no more like ourface it ſelfe, 
chen our hartislike the harr euen ofthe vildeſt mon- 
{ter rhat ever was. And when we (ee ſuch monſters 
in them,as in Jooking-glaſſes, we may ſee our (clues, 
;apd the diſpoſition of our owne foules. Ard thus, 
we {ce how the heart is #otal;z euill. 
2. Irisalſo originally cuill. Euill did not begin 
| arſtro pollute thy hand, thy eye, thy care or any of 
| thy outward parts, bur ir hegan with thy heart,to 
| ſearanqdneſtilg it (elfe thgge,& from thence rodiffule 
| and ſcatrer its poyſon into the externall members. 
| Out of the heart , faith our Sauiour, come murthers , 
| adulteries, thefts,blaſphemies, & ſuch like ſtuffe;euen 
| asthe rivers our-of the Sea, This is the fountaine . 
'fxom whence all the ftreames of corruption flow : 
this is the wombe. in which all theſe monſters are 
conceiued: this is the ſhell,in which theſe Cockatri- 
ces arc hatched. Thus we ſee how we are to vnder- 
ſtand this dotrine of the hearts deceirfulneſſe. 
| The Yſe. TI. Againſt the Papiſts,that doſomething 
leſſen this wickedneſſe, and will have ſome reliques 
; of geodnefle to remaine ,, ſome freedome of will ro 
apply it ſelfe ro good. IT. To teach vs all true hu- 
'miliation in the ſight of our owne natural! deformi- | 
[tic. No outward ornaments ſhould fo lift vs vp, as | 
| our outward filthinesſhould rake vs down. Art thou 
| rroubled with pride ? I can preſcribe thee no better 
 remedie,then ro looke vpon the face of thy keart,in 
,the glafſe of the Word For there thou ſhalr ſee rhy 
4elfeſuch an vgly, naſtie, forlorne, miſhapen crea-| 
rure,that thou canſt not-chuſe but grow out of loue | 
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wich my ſelfe, Iris thy ignorance that maketh thee 
fo proud. If crhou kneweſt thy ſelfe what thou wert, 
po haddeſt eycs to ſee this ſinke-hole , and whar a 
deale of baggage pafleth daily through ir, thou 
wouldeſt be-aſhamed ofrhyſelfe. God is a God of 
pute eyes,and cannot take any pleaſurein euill:And 
wir thou rhen take any pleaſure in thy ſelfe, being 
euill,and noughr bur cuill, yeabeing butavery ſtin- 
king dung-hill of euill 2 Wharſocuer thy our-ſide 
may be, bee itneuer fo faire, thy in-ſide is naught; 
thou art but like one ofthe Agyprian temples, very 
glorious and beaurifull withour,but enter 1n,and no- 
thing to be ſeene, bura Serpent, or ſome ſuch vene- 
mous creature. Such litters and ſwarmes are there 
4x our hearts, of vaine,yvile, baſe, filthy,and'diſhono- 
rable thoughts, affeGtions , defires . Very thorow- 


| feires are they for Sathans impure ſuggeſtions to 


walke vp and downein;in regard of murtherousand 
maiitiousrhoughts, very Er in regard 
of vncleane luſts, very ſtewes and brothe houſes, in 


hat houſes, and as the Prophet ſpeakerh , like a Ba- 
kers Onen. Shall any now bragge of his owne good 
narure,or cracke with the Phariſee, that he is nor ſo 
bad as other men, hee is no extortioner, or opprel- 
ſour, &c. Yes, thou blinde and boaſting Phariſee, 


[ 


thou haſt the ſcedes of extortion and oppreſſion in 
thee; yea, and of all orher finnes beſides. And theſe 
would breake forth in thee, didnot God.by his wiſe 


andpowerfull prouidence.reſtraine thy corruption. | 


By nature, the beſt, the mildeſt, and meckeſt man is 


.averyTygerand a Lion. And wouldeitthou account |. 


that 


regard of the heate of boyling concupiſcence, very | 
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that Lion to be of a betrer nature rhen his fellowes, 
who therfore does nohurt as they doe,becaule he is 
not looſe as they are; but chained vp? Where Gods 
renewing grace hath norchanged our nature , it is 
only the powerfull reſtraint of his providence which 
keepeth men from rhe very outrage of villary. 
Shall wee then be proud,becauſe wee are free from 
rhoſe offences, into which others breake forth, and 
rhinke we are made of ſome better mould? Nay,our 
nature is asvntoward , and as deeply poyſoned with 
rebellion as theirs. Therefore rather ſhould we be 
bumbledio ſeeing them. For,as was ſhewed,in them 
wee may ſee our {elues what wee are. Peraduenture 
thou haſt ſome good parts of wit, memory, &c. to 
commend thee. Yer forall theſe, thy heart is cuil), 
yea, withouta ſpiricuall change, ſo mutirthe worſe, 
| by how much thoſe parts are the better. Euen as 
| the more fruitfull the ſoile is,ſo much the more will 
it abound with-Thiſtles, vnleſſe it be tilled. And #he 
Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wiſe, ſthat is,ſuch as 
excell innaturall gifts,that are the choyſeſt and moſt 
| picked men , euen the very flowre of the reſt | tha? 
they are vaine. | 
111. Here Parents, and all they who ſtand char- 

'ged with the education of youth , muſt remember 

their duty, The heart of man in generall, the hearr 

; of all mankind, is ſtrangely, and frongly wicked. 

Even inthe heart of ayong childe, as $alomor ſayes, 

there is a buzdle, andpacke of folly laide vp. And 

 as:Moſes (ayes, the thoughts of mans hearr are cuill, 


| 


| 


,cuen from his child-hood. This corruption then of! 
[Nature muſt be ſubdued betimes,elſe it will grow to; 
that 
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quired to tame and meeken rhis wilde, this woluiſh, 
and Lyoniſh nature of ours, thar ir may become tra- 
able ro Gods hand. 


rife in the mouthes of many, that when they (weare, 
ſpeake vainely,or do otherwiſe amifle,yet they haue 
as good hearts as the beſt, What is the reafon then 


the heart the month ſpeaketh.Whea I ſee the ſmoake 
comming out of the top of the chimney, ſure Iam 
there is ſome fire on the hearth, When the flouds of 
corruption come guſhing oue atthy eyes , cares, 
hands , mouth, there muſt needes bee a fountaine 
within in thy heart. For it is the heart thar is ori- 
ginally euill. And therefore excellently Salomon, 
having deſcribed the wickednefſe of ſome mens 
eyes, mouthes, feere, hands, at laſt, gwing the reaſon 
chereof, ſayes, Lewd things are inthy heart. And in 
another place,hauing ſaid, the thoughts of the wicked 
are abomination to the Lora z hee addeth by way 
of oppoſition, but the words of the pure are pleaſant. 
The oppoſition ſeemed rather to require that hee 
ſhould haue ſaid,Bu? the thovghts; Bur by this kinde 
of oppoſition S2/omon. would teach, that rhe words 
of our mourhes are accordingto the thoughts of our 
hearts. Andrherefore it is idle to ralke of a cleane 
heart, when thou haſt a foule mouth. 


they hane ſo bad tongues £ Ont of the abundance of 


chat head.rhar it will be incurable. Looke whatskill, 
and dexterity is requiredto rame a wild beaſt, which 
had neede bee gone about very earely , whiles it is 
bur a lirrte whelpe, the ſame, nay tare greater, is re- 


IV. This ſeruesto take away the excuſe which is ſo 
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V. This teacheth vs a right method in the pra- 
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which was firſt deformed. Now as we haue ſhewed 
| the hearr is originally cuill,thatis the treaſurie and 
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The deceitfulneſſe of Mans hears. 
Qiſe of repentance. That muſt firſt bee reformed, 


ſtore-houſe of wickednefſe : Therefore rhe firſt 
ching in repentance, muſt be the rinſing and clean- 
ſing of the heart. If ſinne had begunne in thy our- | 
ward man, then ſhould thy reformation alſo; Bur 
Exes heart was poyſoned before her eye.And there- 
fore I donor fo well like their aduiſe, that wiſhmen 
in repentance to beginne with outward abſtinence | 
from ſinne, as the caſter, and ſo by degrees to come 
rothe inward mortification of ir. Hee were an vn- 
skilfull Phyſition, that whenthe head-ach is cauſed 
by the diſtemperance of the ſtomacke, would apply 
outward remediesto the head, before hee had pur- 
ged the ſtomacke, where lies the matter that feeds 
the diſeaſe. The hearcr, as our Sautour teacheth.is an 
euill rreaſury,ſurcharged with the ſuperfluities of all 
wickedneſſe,and hence flowes corruption, and hath 
a continuall eruption in the outward man; So thart 
itis impoſſible. the outward man, or ations thereof 
ſhould bee reformed, as long as the heart remaines 
vnpurged. Things in themfelues good comming yet 
from an vncleane heart, are naught. Therefore $4- 
lomon excellently ſayes, that not onely the pride of 
wicked mens eyes, and hearts, but euen their very 
plowing, that is, wbatſocuer they do in things lawful! 
as cating. drinking, ſleeping, yea, in the feruice of 
God, is ſire. Liſten we then rather to the Prophers 
counſell, 0 Jeruſalem waſh thine heart, andro the A- 
poſtles,Cleanſe your hearts you ſinners. Let non think 
they are reformed enough when they haue brought | 
their 
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their outward man to ſome cmill conformity, their / 
hearts yet inwardly ſwelling againe.till they are rca- | 
dy to burſt, with abundance of eutll and noyſome | 
luſts. No,the hearr, as it is the fountaine of this 24+ 
z#rall life; and as at firſt it was the fountaine of a ſor- 
full life;ſo alſo muſt ir be the fountaine of a ſpiritual | 
life;thar as in the morion of the prizzum mobile in the | 
heauens,all the inferior ſpheres are moued together | 
wirh it : ſo here, the heatrbeing ſpiritually mooued | 
by the holy Ghoſt,in the work of conuerſton,all our 
outward parts may moue together with it;euery one 
of them receiuing from it, as from a good treaſury | 
their ſeuerall portions of goodnefle.Mar.12, Prog. 
So much for rhe firſt point, what this wickedneſſe 
is. Theſecendis, that this wickedneſſe of the heart | 
is the cauſe of this deceirfulnefle : which is the mea» 
ning of the Prophets coniunction of wickedneſſe | 
with deceirfalneſſ e in this place. For this property 
of deceirfulneſſe is by the Apoftle giuen to finne: | Hcb.z,rg. 
and ſo our hearts come to, be deceirful}, as they are 
defiled with finne. For finne blindes the minde,and 
ſo makes ir eafte to bee deceived, and to miſtake, 
We lee how eaſily blinde Tſaack miſtooke the youn- 
ger ſon for the elder. As cafily are our blind hearrs 
deceived, miſtakingthe morions of the fleſh for the | 
ſpirir.ſuggeſtions of Sathan,for the voyce of the ho- 
ly Gholt , prerences and colours of zeale, for true | 
and narurall zeale.&c.Thereafter therefore as ſinne | 
is more or lefle in the heart, fois deceir. The mot | 
godly men, by reaſon they are nor wholly free from 
ſinne, bane alſo experience of this deceittuInefle : 
Bur the deceirfulneſſe of wicked mens hearts is farre 


| 
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Vſc 1-. 


Heb.3.12, 


| ſtles warning, . Toke heed leſt there bee iu you ar enill 
heart to depart away from theliuing God. Where there 


greater, by reaſon that ſinnein them. is farre greater, 
euen in his full ftrengthand vigor , but in the godly | 
finne is as it were wounded in the head, and crazed; 
in thebraine,and ſo lefſe able rodeceiue. The Scrip-\ 
race. cals ſinne in the godly, the o// man ; Now-old| 
men that are ready to dote for age , are twice chil- 
dren,and haue no great ſtore of craft, 


pentance, nor ſuffering the teaſt ſin ro be harboured 
there. For if wee haue an euill heart , affeting and 
nouriſhing-bur any one ſinne, this heart will decejue 
vs in the cnd,whatſoeuer be our profeſſion or religi- 
on, «das may be an example for vs. His. heart was an 
cuill hearr,a couerous heart,cuen in the greateſt heart 
of hisfollowing Chriſt, and preaching the Word. 
Therfore alſo-it prouegd a deceirfull heart,and art laſt 


This muſt reach vs, as we:defirein the profeſſion 
of religion, not to be decciued by our owne hearts, 
fo ro purge, to rinſe, and renew them daily by re- 


betrayed him into the hands of that fearctull ſin of 
betraying. his Maſter.. Neither is there any other 
reaſon why thoſe forward and feruent ones, in the 
parable of the ſtony ground fell away, but the wanr 
of a good and honeſt heart, which onely they that are 
figured by the laſt kinde. of ground haue.. For as an 
honeſt maniwill nor deceiue-another,, with whom, 
ſo neither willan honeſt heart deceiue the man him- 
\ſelfe in whom ir is. This was the reaſon why Pha- 
raoþ and other, their fits of godlineſle did nor laſt ; 
becauſe there. was. no true-change of their. naughty 
and corrupt hearts. Remember wee then the Apo- 


1s | 


— 
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oc 


|isan voſound heart, there will-bee Apoſtacy in the 
end, whatſoeuer ſhowes be made, For an cuill hear 
isalwayes:adeceittallhearr. [lh 
- Againe , this/maſt 'further teach vs nor ro truſt 
them,in whom we doe diſcerne an euill and vnſound 
heare,lettheir outward ſhowes beneuer fo glorious. 
For an cuill heart will deceiue the man himfelfe in 
whom it is, much more will itdeceiue others. How 
now can any man ſafely repoſe any confidence in an 
voregenerate friendor ſeruant,whoſle hearts are enjl| 
3ndvorenewed , though otherwile neuer ſo ciuilly 
| haheſt? Whar afſurance can I haue of him, that hath | 
!0Bne of himſelfe? Or how ſhould I thinke he would 
not deceiue mee, who inthe end mult needes de- 
ceive himlelte ? 
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0 f the onſcarchableneſſe of the heart, aud of fix notes 


fo diſconer it. 
deceirfulnefſe, rhe greetreſſe of ir,rhat it is 
15) deceitfull abone all things,and the carſe of it, 
that it is wicked , wee haue-ſpoken : The third 
illuſtration followes, which is 'from the o2ſearcha- 
bleneſſe of it., who can know # ? that-is , 'few or 
none Caf know: not only orhers, bur not their owne 
hearts. 
Objet. This may ſeeme to be againſt rhat ofthe | 


F the two former illuſtrations of the hearts 


IS | 


3, The vn. 
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itis, 


Apoſtle ; No wan khnowethwhat is in man ſane Godgand 
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| if thou kneweſt what horrible filrhines and corrup- 
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diſpoſition of his heart hee knowes not, nor yet ale 
wayes the qualities of thoſe rhoughrs, whirher they 
tend, whar ſecret deceit lyesand lurkes in them. He 
| thinks thar lawfull,wkieh is indeed volawtfull. Ther- 
fore Dauid cryed out , Who knoweth the erronr of his 
life ? As it fareth with the eye, which (ſeeing other 
chings, ſees nor it ſelfe,nor the face wherein ir ſtan- 
derh,ſo is it with onr hearts, knowing other things, 
yer ignorant of themſelues,ſtrangers at home : Wee 
know not what wee are in preſent , much lefſe what 
wee ſhall be hereafter, in tryall and rempration. So 
chat that which Salomon ſpeaketh of Kings hearrs ; 
The heauens in height,and the earth in deepeneſſe, and 
the Kings heart.can no man finde out.in regard of their 
ſecxet prattRts and deſignes, is true alſo of all our 
hearrs,in regard of their ſecret wickednes.Men think 
indeed that rhey know themſelues welenough. And 
ic is growne intoa Prouerbiall kinde of ſpeech, I 


isnothing wherein we are more ignorant. An eui- 
dent argument whereof is that pride and ſelfe-plea- 
ſing, thar naturally is in vsll, f chou haddeſt once 
ſeene what an vgly & deformed face thy hearr hath, 


tion wereincloſedin thy hearr, this would humble 
& abale thee, both before Godand man ; this would 
bring thee quite out of heart, and conceit with thy 
ſelfe, and make thee according to the Apoſtles pre- 
| cept , thinke thy ſelfe worſe then any other. But alas, 
how ſwell wein a conccir of our owne excellency ? 


| -—__—_——— 
the ſpirit of man. Anſw. Man knoweth his inward | 
thoonghts, purpoſes, and deſires , but the frame and | 


know it as well as my ſelfe. Whereas in truth there | 


how 
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- The deceitfulnefſe of Mans heart. 
| how ſtretch wee our our plumes? how deſpiſe yye 
|qtbers in regard of our ſclues 2; vrhen'yer if vyee 
throughty ſaw the cloſe - corruptions- ofour owne 
hearts, we ſhould thinke the vyorſt better thenour | 
{ſelues. Yea,in our very prayers,{peaking to God,how 
farre are vve from the true humbling, bowiag, and 
proſtrating our ſpirits before the Lord? Whereas if 
vve (aw and felt our pouerty and milery, vve ſhogld 
ſpeake to God,asthe'poore beggeriy wretch doth to 
the rich man, The poore 149, ſaith Salomon, ſpecketh 
ſupplications. When a_man comes abroad with his 
face full of ſpots, ttis a figne that he knowes not of 
them, that he did not vſe the Looking glaſle before 
he came our : A farre more certaiae ſigne ir is, that 
as yet we haue not in the Law ſeerce the faces of our 
| heazts,when we can ſoboldly and impudenely come 
borh into Gods and mans preſence, with groſſe cor- 
ruptions vawaſhen out, When 70h (avy in Gods glo- 
ry as ina glaſſe, his owne corruption, how was hee 
preſently meckned? chen he layesthe hand on the 
mouth, abhorres himſelfe in duſt andaſhes, and vi- 
lifes himſelfe to the full, Pe#ey alſo vpon like occa- 
on cries out, Depart Lord ſrom me, I am 4 ſinfull mas. 
| According to our humiliry.is our knowledge of our 
| ſelues.Themore vve ſec our corruption, the greater 
will be our humilitie. When Pau} {aw the filthy pud- 
dle of concupilcence that was in him, then vyas hee 
throughly taken downe indeed.Before,he ſeemed to 
bee aluuerohimſelfe, butthis ſagaltly a fight ofthe | 
hlchy viſage of his owne-hearr, asat his frſt conuer- | 
lion it almoſt ſtruckehim dead,ſo long after it made 
him.cry out, 144:g4recl, : Miferable 1297 that Tam. 
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Our grearpride therfore argues great ignorance,our 
lirle humility, bur litle knowledge of our own hearts. | 

The Yſe. x. Let vs not beare our our felues too 
mnch vpon any mans iudgement. For if wee know 
not our ſelues. and ſo may bee deceiued in our} 
clues, much lefſe rhen can orhers know vs, and 
Go, farre more eaſily may they bee deceived in vs. 
T ixdee not my ſelfe , ſaith the Apoltle, for though 7 
know nothing hy my ſelfe.yet am 1 net thereby inſtified. 


[ Hethar iudgeth me is the Lord, who isgreater then 


our hearts, Enen the beſt have many (ecrer faulrs, 


| which they (pie nor, &therefore have need to pray: 


Lord cleanſe vs from our ſecret ſins, Though our owne 
hearrs condemne vs nor, yet may we not pleaſe our 
ſelues therein, bur ſtill dread we the fecrer deceit of 
our harts;ſo vaſt gulfes,that the borrome can hardly: 
be ſounded, As Socrates in reading a Booke gaue 
this cenſure ; thoſe things which I vnderſtand, are 
good, ſoalſo,I thinke,are thoſe things Ivaderſtand | 
not :foin iudging of our hearts, contrarily ; that 
which I hane found our, & doe difcerne in my heart 
s exceeding ill; ſo I rhinke is rhat alſo which as yer I 
doe not difcerne. By taat litle wee haue already 
found out: fhonld we judge of the reſt. 1 1 
I 1. Here is comfort for Gods children, who ſee- 
ing their owne corruptions, are exceedingly caſt 
downe, and affrighted with fo fearefull a fighr. Bur 
wee muſt learne rodiſtingniſh berweene corruption 
ſeene, and the ſeeing of corruption. The corruption 
which we ſee, offereth marrer ofdiſcomforr; bur rhe 
ſceing of corruption yeeldeth great comfort. For 
-here the Prophet tellerh-vs, thac no man can know 
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ir, namely, of himſclfe, and bythe light of his owne | 
reaſon onely. An argument therefore rhat God 
hath annoynted hy eyes with ſpirituall eye-ſalue;js,| 
when he harh ehus enabled thee roſee thy own cor- 
 ruption. Comfort thy ſelfe then in this worke of 
Gods mercy, and afſure thy ſelfe thatthar God who 
hath giuen rhee ro ſee, will giue thee alſo in time;to 
ſubdue rhy leene and diſliked corruprions, 
I1L This muſt reach vs ro trauell with our owne ! 

| hearts.in bringingthem to a fight oftheir owne cor- 
 ruptions, If we bee admoniſhed of ſome man, wirh | 
| whom we conuerle, that he is falſe and hollow, how | 
will we labour to finde him our , and. dere him ?. 
The Scripture hath giuen vs _— of our owne | 


hearts, that rhey are deepe and deceitful] beyond all 
meaſure.Dorh it nor rhen Rand vs in hand ro labour 
ro 6ndeoutrhis deceit and wickednefſe 2 What a| 
ſhame is this, that man who flyes vp into the hea- 
uens,and deſcends downe into the deeps, & knowes 


all other things ſhould yer onely not know himſelfe 


that hee ſhould dig into the belly of the earrh for 
gold &filuer,and ſhould hor dig inro his owne heart 
ro purge out the drofſe which hath corrupted all 
that gold which grew there ar the firſt ? 

Here none may diſcourage himſeHe with theſe 
words, Who can kaow it £ forthey argue not an vtter 
\impoſſivilirie , bur an exceeding dithculrie. Which 
ſhould ſharpen our defiresand endeauours , for the | 
 gerting of this knowledge. | | 
| Forfkirſt, there are certaine diſcoveries, whereby | 
| enen others may come to the knowledge of our 
' hearrs in ſome meaſure. And ſecondly, in the word | 
| T 4 : of | 
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of God there are infallible Notes , whereby exami- 
ding ourhearts, wee our (clues may know them , 
when others-cannor ſo well: 


; Forthe firſt. There are f1xe more efpeciall meanes 
of rryall, and diſconery of our hearts. 

1. Is the rewelation of Gods word, whether the 
Law or Golpell. For wheras corruption lay a-fleepe! 
in vs beforethe ſound of the word awakens and in- 
rages it. When I would hane healed Iſrael; namely, by 
the admonitions and rebukes of the word, ther the 
inzquitie of Ephraim was diſconered.faiththe Prophet. 
Before the Law came , Pex ftclr finne more quier,as 
'if t had beenedead:bu fayes he,yher #he Law care. 
then ſinne reniued. The like our Sauiour ſhewes of 
the Goſpell,that when ir comes, itſers men rogether 
by the eares, onely becauſe it worketh vpon their 
corruption, which being by this meanes exaſpera- 
red, ſhewes tt [c}te, 

2. Is sffiiGion, boriprivate and perionail, as alſo. 
/publike inthe periccorion of the Church. The Sea , 
wohen it is calme vveather, is as til] andquier as any 
river : butler the winds once riſe, and you ſhall ſee 
a difference: Then you ſhall ſee nothing bur raging 
and ſtorming, and feming out mire-& dirt. In peace 
wicked mens corruptionslyehid,then they will car- 
rie themſelues to God and man more moderatly : 
[bur let God lay affliction on them, and then: as Sa- 
[than falſcly charged 1ob, ſee if they will notſpit the 
| very poylon of their blaſphemy in the face of God 
| him(elte. Yea, the regenerate man himſelfe vvould 
| hardly thinke there were ſo much infideliie, impati- 
| ency,frowardneſle, rebellion,faint-heartednes, loue 
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ofthe world, and ſuch like corruptions, as hee ſhal] 
finde and feele experience in the day of affli- 
ion. Therefore doth Temes call afflictions, tempra- 
tions, becauſe they ſerue totry what is in vs, and 
todiſcouer the hidden corruption of our hearts. As 
Moſertelleth the Iſraelites, Godtheretore humbled 
them with want, to proue them, and to know what 
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| l2mes I »}+ 


Deur,s Zo» 


was in them, thatis, to make knowne. Here was 
the tryall of Abrahams ſound heart, when God laid 
that crofſe vpon him , that grievous commande- 
ment of killing his onely ſonne with his own hands; 
Now IT know. faith God, thou feareſt me, that is as Au- 
fer expoundsit : Now Fhaue made it knowne;For 
Godis faid ro know.,when he makes vs to know:ind 
in ſuch ſpeeches, hee tels vs of his owne working of 
knowledge in vs, not of his owne knowledge.So we 
ſay a #oyfull aay,and ſad weather,oneiy becauſe of the 
effetsin vs. For did nor God know before that A- 
braharsfeared him ?* yes well enough. Bur Abraham 
did not know it before to clearely and certainly; For 
by meanes of this rryal} he-came to know himſelfe. 
For vſually man thinketh he can doe thar which in- 
deede he cannot : and contrarily.Itis then as if God 
ſho1ld haue ſaid : Now have Emade the world and 
thine owne conſcience know thou feareſtme :Now 
I haue ginen thee a thorow tryall of the inregririe 
of chine owne heart, Here alſo was the tryall of Tbs 
good heart. Though-ir profperity hee had tryall of 


as in his other riches, yer wee fee how {landerouſly 
the Diuellimpeached it as mercenary; Doth Tob 
| ſerne God for nought 2 Therefore that he mighthave 
| a 


| 


} 


In P/al.a4,D+ 
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# by his many good workes, vyherein he vvas as rich 
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The deceit fulneſſe of Mens heart. 
a more thorow proofe of his integritie, all his 
ourward proſperitic was taken from him. And hen 


how meeke, how parient was hee ? no murmuring., 


no grudging , bur the Lord hath ginen and taken, 
bl-ſſedbe his name. Hee did notthen (ay (as Chry(o- 
ftome excellentiy notes) How ſhall the poore doe , 
char were wont to bee cloached with the fleece, and 
to bee fed with the fleſh of my cattle ? If nor for my 
ſake, yerfor ſuch poore ones, my flockes might haue 
beene ſpared. And io Jobs graces ſhined more glo- 
rioully when his houfes were ouerthrowne , then 
when the doores of rhem were ſer open for the 
poore 'to enter inz when his flockes were ſtolen 
trom him, then whenthe poore were ſuſtained hy 


chem : For then hee ſhewed loue ro men. but now 


hee ſhewed a more {peciall kinde of loue and obedi- 
ence to God, For as in the Olympicke games, the 
people mighrfarre better judge of the feature, and 
elegancy of the fencers bodies, when they were na- 
ked, then when their cloathes were on : ſo may wee 
rhen beſt judge of ourſelues, when God hath ſtript 
vs ſtarke naked of all the garments of our outward 
glory and proſperity. 

Bur afarre more excellent tryall are the common 
aftiictions of the Church in perſecution. For as 
the Apoſtle ſpeakerh of hereſtes, ſos it true alſo of | 
perſecutions,that they muſt needs be, that the appro- 


1.Cor-It-19, \yed may bee made knowne, To this purpoſeexcclicnt | 


is the ſpeech of old 8imeonto the Virgin;Tbat Childe 
' is appointed for a ſizne , to bee fpokewn againſt, that ihe, 
thoughts of many hearts may bee opened. Therefore 
Chriſt muſt bee contradicted, and oppoſed by the 


hich ' 
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high Prieſts and Gonerners of the people , that ſo 
the hidden hypocrifie of thoſe which before fol- 
lowed him, and cryed Oſarne, mightbe deteted, 
as alſo thoſe their peruerſe and vnſoundrhoughts 
of cleauing ro Chriſt , if he had proueda remporal| 
|King , and had brought: temporal! felicitie. Loe 
then a knife to open the hearrs belly, the knife of 
perſecution. Here was the triall of Nichodemws , and 
Toſeph of Arimathea , with whom it fared in their af- 
(feftion to Chriſt , as with Toſeph ſonne of Tacob., 
in his affetion to his brethrea : When he ſaw them 
in anguiſh and diſtrefſe, rhen hee could conceale 
his affection no longer , but cryed our, I em Joſeph 
your brother : For a brother, faith Szlomon is borne 
vr aduerſitie ; namely , then to difcouer his affei- 
on, if hee haue any. So. when theſe twolaw the 
vniuſt and cruell dealings of the Priefts with Chriſt 
theirelder brother, then thongh before they were 
bur cloſe Diſciples, and one could-hardly tel} whar 
'to make of them , yerthen they manifeftedrhem- 
ſelues; then cheir loue , their zeale, and harry affe- 
&ion to Chriſt brake forth. For as Salomon diſco- 
uered.the rrue mother from the falſe, by taking a 
ſword to cut the childe in two : {o doe perſecu- 
tours diſcouer true Children of the Church from 
falſe, when bythe ſword of perſecution they ſtrike 
at their Mother.. O there bee-many of vs in theſe 
dayes of peace, that make grear fhowes : when the 
Fanne cones it ſhail appeare whether wee be chaffe 
or wheat. The houſe builc on the ſand carries as 
| good a ſhow as the houſe built onthe rocke, and in 
acleare Sun-ſhine day glifters as gallantly z bur rhe 
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windes aud tempeſts when they are vp, will quickly | 
ſhzw the difference. When a Seruing-man followes 
rwo:men walking together,we cannot tell whois his 
Maſter,cill they part :{o when the Goſpell,and our- 
ward proſperity goe together, it is hard to indge| . 
whether of them we follow.till God make a ſepara- 
tion of them by perſecytion. A Wolfe mayayne 
himſclfeto be aſheepe by wearing a ſheeps skinne ; 
bur let his fleece bee thorne , ir vill never grow 
againe, and thereby he will eaſily bee diſcoucred to 
be no true ſheepe : for the true ſheepes wooll will 
grow againe after ſhearing : And (o will Chriſts 
theepe after they haue beene ſhorne by perſecution. 
So a Parrot can counterfeit mans voyce, butler 
it be beaten, andthenir will fall to its owne naturall 
VOYCE. 

Now as by affliction wee may iudge of our hearts 
for the time preſent , what they «re, ſo alſo for the 
time #0 comevvhat they will be .Forimpatience in pre- 
ſent aduerſutie,argues there wil be inſolencie in future 
properitie and (o diſcouersthar deceit whereof vve 
| ſpake; namely, that if vve vvere ina moreplentifull 


and richer eſtate, we vwould bee better, then now 
| Wwe Are. 


former by adwerſitie : For as ſome like Snailes puſh 
' out their hornes till they bee rouched : ſo others 
| with Jonathes follow the chaſe vvell,rill they come 
| rvhere honey is. Nay , many there are whom affli- 
 Ction hath not detected, thar peace and profperitie 
(hath. The Parable of the Suone and the Winde 


[ 


— Some of thoſe in Qweene Mories dayes, 
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who kepr their garments of faith and good con» 
ſcience faſt on , forall the __ of the boyſterous 
windes, which then raged moſt hercely,, yer after- | 
ward by the flatrering rajes of that ſweet ſun»ſhine| 
which followed,were tiſedro vnbutten themſelues, 
and rhrow off their coartes , at leaſt , ro weare them | 
more looſely. How chafte was Devidin his affliis 
ons? If an hundred Bathſbebaes had then mer him in 
the wildernefle , hee would nor much hane beene 
mooued. Bur wee know afterward, when hee was at 
reſtin his Kingdome, how fearcfully hee was foy- 
led. So thar, that which once thoſe women' ſang 
of Saul and Daxid, by way of ioy and congratulati- 
' | on, may we as truely ſing of theſe two trials, by way 
of mourning and lamentation. Aduerſitie harh 
ſlaine his thouſands, Profperity tenne thouſands. | 
Theſe two of all othersare the foreſt rrials ahd haue 
oreareſt force of deteQting; eſpecially , when they 
come both rogerher, as in the three children who 
at once were tryed. borh by the ſweetnefſ&of the | 2993-56. 
muſicke , to enchanttheir ſenſes and by the rer- 
rour of the fire to affright andaſtonith their hearts, 
And ſo have many holy Martyrs beene tryed both | 
wayes, both by the threatnings, and by the faire 
and large promiſes of their adverſaries. Contrary 
to that God gaue in charge to Lebax , to ſpeake | Gen.z1.u4, 
neicher ex#{/ nor good ro Tacob, that is, neither by 
flarrery , nor force to goe abour to bring him backe 
againe. - And this” argueth notable ſoundanefle in. 
deed, when in both theſe trials rogerher , we can 

acquir our ſelnes. Avin rhe Baprift , neither ouer- 
| come with Herogs priſon, nor with the peoples con- | 
| ceiring i 
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ceiring of him to bee” rhe Aeſ/ras. In:Pauland Barna- 
bas allo, ſtanding out both againſt rhe prepoſte- 
rous.affetion of the 'Lyceonians wken they would 
haue Deified chem, :andagainſtrheir divellnh rage. 
when rhey wonid hane ſtoned rhem. in Daziet like- 
wiſe, whom neither the Lyons dence, nor the Kings 
favours and honours could any whit corrupr. Good 


and refined : intothe water, .and there likewiſe ir 
will ſhine brighter. 'Soa good man, when hee is-1n 


| his drofie behinde him rand when hee tiouritheth in 
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Mubtoram,quia | 
ambecilla ſunt, 
(latent vitia:non | 
minus au[ura 
caumillis vires 
ſux placuerint, | 


, 
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outward” bleſſings , they , together wich his inward 


; earing; herwill verifie 82/omons Prouerbe, The crown 
of wiſe men 35 their riches. Burthe vnſound Chri- 


| would diſconer his infidelitie , diſtruſt.in God, .im- 


with cold; Letra man handle a Snake then, andhee 


graces, ſhall bee as a.iewel! hung vpon a golden 


itian'ts like to clay. Ic witt.quickly . bee ſcorched, 
and dried vp inthe fire ; andir will ſoone melt a- 
way. and bee difſolued in -water. As affliction 


gold;puric mtothe _—_ there it will. beepurged | 


the farnace of afflition.there he will leave much of 
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/patience , rebellion, &c: ſo a'profperous and flou- 
rithing eſtate will bewray his pride, inſolency,con-| 
tempr of ,:and cruelty againſt his poore brethren, 


befide's his wantonnefle, voluptuouſneſſe, vnclean-| 


neſſe-; all which lay ſmotheredin aftliction like as: 
poylon doth m:che.Snake ; while heets'benummed 


ſhall nor feele his ſting $ fo one would thinke ir! 
'were kharmelefe creature : bur-bring him ro che 
fire, and thentonch him when hee is well warmed, 
and thou ſhalrknow he hath a ſting , So oftentimes 
many corruptions;; as cruelty, ambition , luxury, 

3s are 
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the cold of poverty , obſcuritie, and other ſuch like 
pinching:croſſes. Their wickedneſle is an vnfolded, 
an implicite wickedneſſe, like ſome peſtilent fruit 
in the bud, or bird in the ſhell. Bur ler the heate; 
the warmth, the ſun-ſhine of honour, riches,autho» 
| ririe; once open away tortheir wickedneſſe.andfur- 
niſh 'them. with: meanes- and- occaſtons: of doing 
wickedly , and then they will vnfold their naugh- 
tinefſe at large , and fully ſhew themlelues what 
they. are. What an humble man was Sax before hee 
was King , and in the firſt beginningsof the King- 
dome ? bur-afterward being confirmed in his King- 
dome, whatatyrant proued he ? therefore, it is ſaid: 
that Saxl raizned but two yeares , becauſe after 
the twofirſtyeeres, though hee held the gouern« 


— 
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'couered, and hee did no longer raigne;,, but tyran-- 
| nize. So was it with Nero alſo,for the firſt fine yeeres, 
| whom rule and domination-diſconeredto bee a ve- 
ry monſter of nature. So truely it is faid, thar in 
place of rule and government, a man may quickely 
ſhew himſcelfe what he is. Strong drinke tryeth the 
braine ; and hard mearte the ſtomacke. When wee 
cannor drinke'of the wine of outward felicitie , bur 
wee grow drunken and giddy-hicaded', and begin to 
play. Rex it is- a ſ1zn@ wee have weake. braines, 
When wee know not howto digeft.our felicity, bur 
irccauſeth a kinde of windineſſe... a riſing and [wel- 
ling of pride: and ambition in our-mindes, this ar- 
gueth exceeding great imbecilirtie 3 And ſurely, 
thus it is with moſt..They are of fuch a-diſpoſttion, 
that 


are isit were bennmmed-,. and frozen in men with | 


;menr {til] in his hands, his deceitfull heart was dil- ' 
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that being asked what they would bee, if they had 
abundance of riches and honours , they - might 
rruely returne that anſwere , Tel/ me if thow wert 4 
Lyon , what wouldeſt thou bee + which in effe&is as | 
much as ro ſay , that they would be as cruell as rhe 
Lion. This isan cuident diſcoueryof a corrupt heart. 
Now as the enjoyment , ſo alſo the poljbilirie and | 
hope of cnioying theſe outward profits and:;plea- | 


ſweer words and flattering promiſes of prefer- 
ment and promotion , as it were the melody of 
Nebwchadanezzars inſtruments, but otercome tbere- | 
with, they preſently fall downe,and worthip the Ba- 
byloniſh Idoll, Deas, though he had continued a | 
while in ſuffering with Paxf, yet when the world, 
like a ſtrumpet, preſented her ſelfe in all her glory 
to his eye, bewirched with her beauty, he left Par/ 
and the hopes of the world ro come, and zmbraced' 
this preſent world. Moſes contraily , though hee 
mighe - eafily haue aduanced himſelfe , being the | 


yet he relinquiſhed all his hopes in the Courr , and 
forſooke all his poſhbiliries of prefermenr, and claue 
rothe afflicted Church of God. - Among the ma- 
ny grieuous trials of thoſe Worthies inthe Old Te- 
ſ{tament, it is worth the marking, how the Apoſtle 
bath ioyned rogether the triall by the offer of pro- 
ſperitie , with the foreſt trials of perſecution, They 
were ſtoned.they were hewes aſunder , they were temp- 
ted, they were ſlaine with the ſword , Loe how the 
Apoſtle rankes the tempring and alluring words; 
of the aduerlaries, promiſing the Martyrs if chey 
- would; 
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-would recant , aboundance of thele carthlyrhings , 
among their bloody and boyſterous deeds , how 
he yoakes their rycing tongues, withtheir terrifying 
ſtones,ſawes, ſwords, If then in ſuch a caſe wee can 
ſay with Daziel , O King keep? thy gifts to thy ſelfe : 


-ofthetrurh , wee can negled& proffered profits, the. 
tryall is as ſound , as if we had endured the tortures 
of the racke. 

I V. Tryallis by the inequality of carriage. It is 
hard for an hypocrite ſo to carry himſelfe, bur at 
ſome time or other , hee ſhall doe or (peake ſome- 
thing, which in no fort can ſtand or conſent with 
{ his ſhewes of godlineſſe. Though luſt, coueroul- 
inefſe, and other of hiz ſinnesare neuer ſo cloſely 


{ coucked within his hearc , and he make fayre ſem- 


blance of a chaſt and contented minde, yer he will 
yu blurting out now and then, ſome words or 


ſumprions of his vntoundneſſe , or elle his very ge- 
ſures and countenance will bewray him. For euen 
our of theſe ſmaller rhings greater may bee garhe- 
red. As the verball ly-, or lye of the mouthis di(- 
couered by the diſagreement of the lyars mourh 
with it ſelfe, whence wee fay, lyars had neede haue 
good memories, leaſt rhe latter part of their tale 
contrary the former: ſo allo is the reall lye,thelye 
x which the hypocrite rcileth in ſome of the ations 
of his life, carrying a ſhew of go4lineſſe, by the dil- 
agreement of his life with it ſcife.For doe but com- 
pare one ation with another , one part of his life 


L 


and with the Fig-tree and Oliue , ſhalt T leae my, 
ſweetmſſe,my fatneſſe to raigne? if tor the conſcience; 
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other , which may yeeld ſhrewd ſuſpirions and pre- | 
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with another,his cariage here with his cariage there, 
and you ſhall ice they agrce like Harpe and Harrow. 


1 hus was Simon Magus dilcouered ; Philip rooke| 
bim for a good Chritian, becauſe of his Baprtiſme , 
| profcilion, hearing.&c. Bur all theſe were afterward | 
proucd to bee Ilyes, becauſe of rhe contradiction of 
chole words; Here is 1:oney tor the gifts of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt, Theſe things doe nor well agree; to bee 
baptiſed, to profeſſe , ro ioyne ones ſcife with the 
Church, and to deſire ſpirituall Gracesfor lucres 
Cke. Aiterthen Peter hed once heard thoſe words 
come from timytic ſmelt him out preſently; Away. 
ls hcart 13 not vpright : Thom art ſtill in the gall of 


. / 
bitterneſſe. 1 us many in ſome companies are ho- 


ly, in converſing with their betters carry them- 
| ſelues well; bur in other companries, or conuerſing 
jwich their. qu. or inferiours, are nothing the 
ſame men, Some, among {trangers. by their ſpee- 
| ches and carriage, forthe time,purchaſe a good opi- 
| nion, who yet palpably lay themſclues open among 
[ſuch where they are daily conuerſarit. This then is 
|a ſure proofe of a ſound hearr, when we walke with 
{© cucn a foore, that howlocuer # cannot bee but 
ſn muſt haue experience of humaae frailrie, yer 
,we neuer breake out intoſuch wicked and wilfull 
;courſes of falſhood , vniuſtice., or ſuch like, which | 
; doe glue the lye to all our former profeſſion and 
, praftice , becauſe they cannor ſtand in any ſort 
| with the truth of Religion. Nay, rather in our par- 
, ticular actions we fo carry ourſclues, that one ati- 
, On may bee as it were a commentary to interpret} 
| the fincerity of the other, in caſe there might bee | 
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occaſion ro donbt rhereof. As Chryſoſtorme noteth 
in thoſe Miniſters that ſupplicated tothe Tudges for 
choſe thar had offered diſgrace to the Emperours 
Statues. When tne Iudges ſeemed more difficult 
'chen they vſed great liberty and boldneſſe of ſpecch, 
(and ſpake roundly to them; but when once they 
| became flexible, and yeelded to their requeſt,then 
[they fell downe and kifſed their knees and hands | 
abundantly : thewing both true courage andbold- 
neſſe., and true meckeneſle and mildaeſſe. Here 
both their ations were as a commentary each to 
ther. Didany man doubt of their liberty ofſpcech, 
whether ir were uot. malepart ſaucineſſe and pres 
ſumption? Their humilicic in killing the Tudges 
knees, was enough to free it from that ſufpition, 
Againe, might their humbling of themſelues ar the 
Magiſtratesfeere , ſceme to lauour of roo baſe and 
ſeruile a ſpiric? their former truely miniſteriall hHold- 
neſſe ſufficiently alſo acquicted them of this impu- 
ration. Thus when there is ſo ſweet a proportion , 
and godly a harmony bertwixt -our ations , that 
they are ſo farre from confuriag or confounding one 
another , thattheyanſwere one for another,juſtife 
and approue oneanother, I bisis a goodtriall of our 
vprightnefſeindeede. 
5. Is when thoſe are taken away which are our 
chiefeſt proppes and ſtayes to vphold vs in godli- 
nefſe ; If then we, wholly, or in part, goe backe, ir 


derefted by Moſes his abſence in the Mounr': For 


| as Jong as Tehoiada liucd; bur after his death hee 
| £2 (ſhewed 
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ſhewed himſelfe what he was. So alſo the Ifraclires, 
while God continued a good Tudge among them . 
were in ſome g004 order : yer when #he Fndee was 
dead. they returned, and did worſe then their Fathers. 
And ſoall the time of Fo/braes zonernment, and the 
good Elders that ſurujned 7:2, they kept them- 
ſclues within ſome compaſſe, Bur together with 
chem dyed all the Iſraelites goodneſſe; Another gene- 
ration aroſe, which kn.w not the Lord : So ſtrangely 
were they changed. And ſo wee ſee itis in many 
places from whence the powerfull Miniſterie hath 
departed; how many that before ſeemed yery reli- 
ej0us haue then growne looſe and licenttous? Chil. 
dren of good hope, vnder good Parents and gouer- 
nours, haue afterward proued moſt vngracious and 
vngodly wretches. Sober and modeſt Maides, vn- 
der the ſtraighter gouernmenr of Parents, comming 
vnder the milder goucrnment of Husbands , haue 
proued bur bad Wines : And good Wines, during 
the wartchfull eye of the carefull and conſcionable 
Husband, haue proued afterward but wilde and 
wanton Widowes. So many,remouing out of religi- 
ous families into ciuill , and out of ctuill into pro- 
phane, haue left behinde them all theirreligion and 
ciuilitie, and growne openly prophane and diffolute. 
Here then will be a good tryall of ourſoundneſſe , 
ifinthe abſence and lofle of our gouernors, vve ſtill 
continue the ſame that in their preſence, perfor- 
ming that which Pa#/ wiſheth the Philippians , 
namely.chat whether he came among them,or were 
abſent from them , yetthey would {till hold our in 
their good courſes, 
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6. Tryals are fit occaſions to prouoke, and as it |6. Diſcouery, 
were tappes ro giue a vent tO corruption. Many es 
are inwardly full of corruption, but they thew ir nor, | yoke corrup- 
onely for want of occaſion. Asa full veſſel], vnleſſe | tion. 
irberapped , cannor (end forth the Jiquour it hath 
within. And this afluredly is a notable tryall of the 
ſoundnefſe, and diſcouery of the vnſoundaefſe of 
our hearts. Noihing for a man to bee chaſte , when | 
no prouocation to vncleannefle; to bee temperate 
at a leane and poore table , where he cannot other- 
wiſe chuſe, Here is the tryall of chiftitie, when with 
Lot wee can bee chaſte in Sodome :\gf :emperancic, 
when with Tiwotry we can liuc temperatly in 4/72 , | r.Tim5.23. 
among the luxurious Epheſians. Here was the tryal | 
of Toſephs chaſtiric , that rhough the occaſion were | Gen.z9.7.8, 
offered by his owne Miftre{le to doe the deede , in | 
ſuch ſecrecy and ſecurity, yer the feare of God' 
ouer-ruled him. Here was the eryall of Daxids right | r.Sam.24.7, 
loyall and fairhfull heart ro Sa#d,thatthough he had 
him at the aduantage in the caue, yethe ſpared his 
life. Many ſceme to bee mecke and moderate men , 
while they are well dealt wich. Bur ler ſome injury | 
bee offered them , and the contrary will appeare.' 
Andindeede there is nv tryall of meckneſſe and pa-- 
tience,till we be prouoked by injuries. Itis no tryall | 
of fidelity in a ſeruant not to filch when his Maſters 
eye is on him; but when opportunity ſerues his. 
turne to play the thicke, when hee could purſe his. 
Maſters money without his knowledge, then to bee | 
fairkfull, is true faichfulneſſe indeede. Thus the | 
{.undneſic of cuery vertue is made manifeſt. For. 
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| By this meanes was ſome vaſoundneſle derefted in 
Ezechiah , when in his tryall by the Babyloniſh Em- 


:Cbro.32-3ts | baſſalours preſence , the Lord left him, #o try him, 


| Gairh the Propher, 2n4to (know) al/ was in his heart. 
| The heart then may know it ſelfe, if it obſerue how 
ie carries it ſelfe in rempration. So it is ſaid,the Lord 
ſuffered the Canaarires to remaine among his owne 
| people,to proue them whether tiey would obey his 
| commandements. 
| 7- Tryall is by ouraffcCtions : For vpon what 
our heart js (er, that is our treaſure, Our great joy 
when things goe currant with vs 12 the world, ac- 
cording to our hearrs deſire , and ſmall joy in things 
| (Oiricuall , ſhew plainely whar kinde of hearrs wee 
| hane ro God-ward : Whereas Danid.,becaule he had 
| made Gods fauour his inherizance, reioyced more 
'in ir, rhen rhe worldlings in all their aboundance of 
| corne and oyle. Our fretting likewiſe and grie- 
| ning ar the loſſe ofrheſe ourward things, is an ar- 
| gamenr of our voluptnouſneſſe, and loue of earth- 
| ly delights, and ſhewes plainely that wee hane Jaide 
| vp our treaſure on earth. Whereas Tob becaufe 
| hee had made God his portion, could bee quiet at 
| the loſſe of all at one blow. So our great anger for 
| {mall iniuries done ro our (clues, and ſtill parience 
{in the greater wrongs done ro God, ſhewes whar is 
the account wee make of Gods glory. Heere was a 
norable tryall of Dawids ſincerity; Who was as a 


2.Sam.16.10. | man deafe and dumbe, and wholly ſenſcleſle at $he- 


mew private reproaches of his owne perſon; bur not 
ſo at Goliahs publique reuilings of God, and his 
Church : There how full of life and ſpirit, and holy 
impa- 
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impatience did hee ſhew him(elte to bee ? The like | 


might bee ſhewed in our other affetions. Ofrhem 
then rake we through notice,if we will rightly iudge 
of our owne hearts. Doeſt rhou fteele thar Chriſt is 
thy greateſt ioy.ſia thy greateſt ſorrow , that when 
chou canſt not feele the preſence of the fpirit in thy 
heart, thou goeſt- mourning, notwithſtanding all 
other comforts ? aſfuredly as the holy Martyr faid , 
If thou wert not a wedding childe, thou couldeſt nener 
| ſo heartily mourne for the abſence of the Bridegroome. 
' But alas, if we examine ourtelues by this note, how 
much. imperteCtic n'ſhall wee diſcover in our {elues? 
How ſtrong are our affections both of ioy and 
griefe, in things carthly 2 how weake in things [pi- 
ricuall? who findeth that hee mourneth for his 
ſinnes, as for the lofle of his firſt borne & Daxid at 
Abſaloms death could cry out in #atnrall ſorrow , 
0 Abſalom, Abjalom, woul4to God Thad dyed for thee : 
Bur not at Yriahs dearth, in godly ſorrow ,, 0 
Vriah , Vrich , would to God Thad died 

| for thee. Ard ſo much for theſe 
ſcauen meanes of the dil- 
couerie of onr 
hearts. 
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CHare: XXXVIEIT. 


| Of certaine noteswhich the word of Gods giveth of 
an vpright heart. 


Two marks to 
ery the tearts 
Gncerity,2s 


3 © Frer this diſcouery by the meanes, we muſt 
P-\& 14y our hearts tothe ruleof the word, and 
>> cxamine them by thoſe nores which there 
are given of an vpright and fincere heart. And thoſe} 
are many : I will name oncly fue. | 
1, Humility, r. A ſincere heart is an h»ymble heart. An hypo» 
critical} hearr is alwayes proud, and vaine- glorious: 
As in the Phariſees. M+th.6. And therefore our Sa 
viourfaidrorhem, How cam yee beleewe, when yee ſeeke 
glory one of another 2 And (o in Simon Magws ſeeking 
Mo owne prayſe and profir,in the deſire of rhe Apo- 


&4t.0.- 


John 5. 44+ 
ARs v.18. 


| ſtolical! gifrs : Whom therefore Peter told, that 
his heart was notvpiighr before God. In Teh like- 
' | wiſe we may diſcerne the ſame ſpirit , when he ſaid 
{wKing-10"16, |to Tonadab. Ts thy heart vpright, as mine 7 preferring 
| (himſelfe before Towadad : Whereas fincerity is al- 
| wayes better concened of another, and very feare- 

full and ſuſpicious of it ſelfe, And ſo it will make a 

Chriſtian when he ſees another, ſpecially a Tonadab 
,to ſay to himſclfe, Is my heart vpright, ſo as is his ? 
| Againe, Come, faies he, and ſce rrhat zeale Thane for 
the Lord of hoſts, Yea, but ſincere zeale deſires nor 
| ro be ſeene of any,ſaue him who ſeerh in lecrer. The 
Pharicees deſire to bee ſcene of men, becauſe they 
| lecke the prayſe of men. Their lampes will not burne | 
| withoutrhis oyle. Wind mils they arc, which will 
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nor turne about to do any good (cruice, withour the | 
winde of mens prayles. Hence ir is that rhey haue | 
lictle zeale in prayer , vulefle it bee in publike, thar | 
ſo oftentation and vaine-glory may warme their | 
hearts. Asin faſting once it fared with one that in | 
che Monaſtery could faft, whole daies togerher with } 
eaſe, bur in the defart hee could not hold our vntill 
noone, bur his beHy would crane preſently. Where- 
of when he demanded the reaſon, this anſwere was 
returned him, that in the Monaſtery the prayſe- of 
men was in ſtead of meate to him, he fed there vpon 
ir; which ſuſtenance failing him in the defarr, his fa- 
ſting ſtrengrh alſo failed.Bur varo tincerity, her very 
obedience ir felfe is meate and drinke , Toh» 4 34-In 
IXher works,the worker muſt have mear, or elſe he | 
will not hold out in his work, Bur vato ſincerity, her | 
very workes is her meate. Hypocrifie, which is ſoone 
ryred at this worke, withour the refreſhment of hu- 
mane prayfes, well may ir feeke for publique rhea- 
rers : Bur ſinceritic bides it ſelfe in the cloſer, and as 
in prayer, ſoin all good duties thurs rhe doore.. 

And as rhe fincere heart is humbled in regard of 
the end whereat it aimes in doing any good; namely 
Gods glory, nor daring in any thing to ſeeke ir (elfe; 
ſo alſo in the mannerof doing , nor daring'to truſt ir 

ſelfe , bur affected with a through ſenſe of it owne in- | 
firmirie, it reſterh it ſelfe wholly vpon the power of 
God, ro be perfected in her weakeneffe. Peter rhere- 
fore in that wherein his heart was vnſound, and de- | 
ceirfall, ſhewed this ſpirir of pride, and vaine conh- | 
dence mn himſe}fe. ib or hee could not thinke thar 
ftrength wherby he thought to ſtand was of Chrift , 
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Laſtly,afrer the doing of euery good thing, ſinceri- | 
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HDecauſe Chriſt flatly denyed hint his ſtrength , and 
Pet:rneuer prayed for it-And yet loc how confident 
nc was ? Though al men, yet not I; as though there 
[214d beene more in him, then in any other. Yea hee 
{-ontradicted Chrift, admoniſhing him of his frailty, 
| ind as Marks rotes, the more Chriſt warned him , 
:-he more conhdent ard peretnptory he was. 


ty ſtill remainces humble, & when men would Deihe 
vs, it will not accepr of any ſuch honours, but ſends 
:hem backe co the Lord,as in Danie/,& the Apoſtles, 
And rhus, if we be fincere-inall things we doe,there 
mult bee humility, prepoſed in regard of the end wee 
muſt looke at;oppsſed,in regard of rhe mnanner of do- 
ing; impoſed,after we haue done,asa curb to reſiraine 
vs le{t we reioyce notin the Lord bur in our {elues. 
ObieF. Bur this is a hard ſaying , will ſome ſay 
and if che ca(e bee thus, who then can be ſincere? for 


who is there that is nor tainted with pride, if nor in 
all,yet in ſome of theſe three reſpetts ? 

Anſ. Itis one thing fora mans eye to glance to- 
wards a thing, another thing to fixe and fully ro {et- 
tle it (elfe vpon ir, Thoughes of pride and vaine« 
glory may ru into the hearr of a fincere Chriſti- 


an; they reſt onely in the heart-of an hypocrite, who | 
is (er on worke onely by themia all his a&ions, and | 
ſcekes onely to giue contentment to them. 

I adde further, if fnceriry be not humblein his 
firlt kinde of humiliry , yer at the teaftir is humble | 
10 at after-Aanmility.lt it baue been ouer-ſcenc inthe. 
| doing of any thing in pride, it is twice as humble at- 
terward, becauſe it was uot humble. A notable difte= 
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rerice berwixt finceriry and hypocriſie. There may 
| be ſome kind of humility in hypocriſte,and of pride 
{in ſincerity ; but hypocriſies huwilirie is followed 
| ; with pride.and fincerities pride with humility. This 
{latter humility is the betrer. And heere onely it i; 
feemely for vertue to come behind vice. Aypocriſie 
is proud becauſe it is humble : Sincerity is humble 
; becauſe iris proude. Fp4minondas, a Thebane Cap- 
'raine, the day after the victory and rryonmph, went 
\drouping and hanging downe his head; and being 
|asked why he did fo, anſwered : Yeſterday I felt my 
(clfe roo much tickled with vaine-glory:therefore | 
corre my ſelfe for it to day. The fame is the ſpirit 
ofthe ſincere Chriſtian, of rhe true Hraclire, As you 
may fecin the example of ©ze&z9h,of whom it iz thus 
written ; His heart was lift p. notwithſianding Fze- 
| kiah humbled himſelfe efter hu heart was lift wp. In a 
ſincere heart there muſt be either the fore-hnmilirze 
or the after-hemility.which is the morefenere of the 
rwozcither the direQing hamilztie,tor the right man- 
1er.or elſe the correFine-humility,forthe exreneous 
manner of doing. If wee can follow the ſwing and 
ſway of our owne proud and vaine- glorious affeCti- 
ons, without a}l reſpetof Gods glory,and yer never 
bee rruely humbled afrerward : this is palpable ly- 
pocriſic, wee hane not ſo much asthe leaft dranime 
of ſincerity : Which is many times more humbled 
forſuch mixtures, and defrlements of good workes. 
then for fome workes fimply euill in themfelues. 
2. The ſincere hearr is a good and hoxeſt heart 
as our Sanjour calles it, The honeſt heart is rhat 
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| our Exception, and carryeth a conttanr purpole,and 
reſolution in ncthiog willingly to fin againſt God, 
; bucro endcuour it lelfe tothe vtmoſt,in every good 
| way of Gods commandements. What(oeuer it thall 
' know to be a ſinne,it will not purpoſely and delibe- 
| rarely doe it for all che world. it will not detazne the 
truth in vnrighteonſneſſe. This note the Prophet 
; David giuerth : For having ſaid , Bleſſed are the wp- 
| right in their way, hee teacheth vsto diſcerne them 
| by this note, Swrely they doe no iniquitie. And in ano- 
| ; therplace,he oppoſerh.ſuch as walke in any craoked' 
Pſal.125-4. | Wayes, tothe vpright in heart. Dor good O Lord to 
' thoſe that are wpright in heart + but thoſe that turne 

aſide by their creoked wajes. ec.lris tbe property of 

an hypocrite,to diſpenſe with his conſcience,ar leaſt 

for ſome one ſpeciall beloued finne. As Job among 

other his charaCters makes this one, that he holds hs 

lob.10.129 mMickedneſſe as a ſweet thing in his mouth, and hideth 
it order bis tongue, and fanoureth it and will not for- 

ſake it but keepeth it cloſe in his mouth. Nox this ho- 

.neſt heart.as it hates all ſinnes.ſo at all riymes. Some- 

times the vnſound heart will hate finne, when there 

is ao beneft by ir, bur if after ic may chance to bee 

beneficiall to our ſelues, then wee loue it. Here is 

a notable tryall of ſincerity , to preferre vertue be- 

fore vice, then when in humane reaſon vertue ſhall 

'be rhe loſer, vice the gainer. This note diſcouered 

2.King.1039- ' falſe hearted Jeb. He would not downe with the 
| worſhip of the Calues, as well as with Baals, and 
| why ? becauſe hee rhoughr that would bee dange-! 
Tous for his Kingdome, ifthe Iſrae}ires were let goc | 
| to the Temple at Ieruſalem-to worthip. _ 
Ore 


PO ee ee ee 


= 
to? 
— 
_- 
4 
S 
vas 


_— —  ——__ — Ou ru —— 


— 


— 


h————— 


The deceitfulneſſe of Met heart. 


| 
| 
|for Jeroboams policie {till prevailed with him. By 
| this note many are detected for vnſound. 
| r. Thoſe that pretending conſcience of ſmal! 
marrters.{ticke nor at greater. Like thePhariſces,ſtrai- 
ning at a Gnar, and ſwallowing a Cammell. Hypocri- 
ricall Sarl {ſeemed to make a haynous marter of cat- 
ing the fleſh of beaſts with the bloud : For vnto the 
people thus offending, he ſaid; Tee have dealt wicked- 
/y; bur it was norhing with him to ſpill the innocent 
bloud of worthy Torethar his ſonne : for valefic hee 
had beene hindered, he had put him to death. Nay. 
hee was ſo ſcrupulous, that hee would not ſo much 
|as name a guilty -man or a ſinner, burtin caſting of 
lots, in ſtead of ſaying, ſhew the nocent or guilty , 
hee ſaid. Shew the wpright, ox innocent perſon, as Tre- 
mellius reades. And yet this man at the ſametime, 
made no conſcience of crue]] and bloudy oathes. 
[on Prick in the Goſpel], vvhen heſaw the woun- 
ded man lye halfe dead, he vvent on the other ſide 
of the Way, fearing leaſt by comming neere vnto 
him, hee might contra ſome legall vncleanneſſe 
bur he feared nor to paſſe by, without all mercy and- 
compaſſion. his poore and diſtreſſed neighbour. The 
Phariſces would not defile themſelues mm comming 
intothe common H211 onthe day of preparation ro 
the Paſſe-ouer, bur they ſ{:rupled nor a whi: to im- 
brue their hands in the bloud of the innocent 
Lambe of God. In no caſe won!d they eatein veftels 
vnpurified , but the meatswhich rhey did eat in thoſe 
veſſels, were horribly polluted, both with iniv.tice 
and oppreſſion, in the getting of them; and wi h in- 
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Math, 33.25, |this is the meaning of that of cur Sauiour; Woe bee 
_ jo" Scribes and Phariſees , I ypocrites: for zee make 
TL. cleane the entward ſide of the cup and platter : but 
m:enie (mi- | within they arefull of bribery aud exceſſe. Solikewile 
{aio, pecur's | TyZas his thirty pieces at no hand mutt goe into the 
ſan 21219115 108 ns . " — 

> reinar- | treaſuric, becauſe it was the price of bloud. What a 
cam, i;ſum | counterfeitingoftholinefle was this, not ro ſuffer the 
+ noone wel price of bloudto lye in a Cheſt, 27.d yet to luffer bloud 
ejam 7 Aug. zt ſelfe to lye in the.Conſcience . 

2. This core likewiſe diſcouereth ſuch for vn- 
ſcund,whoſe conſcience is only for rhe greater mat- 
ters, the importants of rhe Law, Mercy and Indge- 
| m2nt, withour any regard of Mintjor Ariſe, though 
| theſe alfo be Gods commandements, and ovght to 
be regarded, A ſincere heartis liketo the eye. trou- 
| bled with the leaſt mote : or like a neare ſpruce 
| man, that no ſooner ſpyesthe leaſt ſpecke or ſpotin 
| bis garment, but he gers it waſhed out : Whereas a 
| naſtie ſlouen, though he beeall ro be ſmeared and 

beſoyled, he can endure it well enough, A delicate 
| Garden may nor haue the leaſt weede in ir, though 
'the Wilderneſſebe all oner-growne with them. And 
a Boxe of precious Oyntment may not hane the: 
leaſt flye in it, chough a Barrell of Pitch have 


{Lure 16-19, 


| {(warmes of them. A ſtrait ſhooe cannot endure the 
2 12.6. | leaſt pibble ſtone, though a wide one may endure a 
L&+34 


| greater. An vaſound. Conſcience is large, and can' 
| {wallow downe any thing : The ſincere Conſcience 
15 ſtrair, andthe leaſt bone, though bur ſuch as arc 
in little fiſhes, will frickin her throare. And certainly 
' hee that  wninſt in the leaſt, is vninſt alſo in much. 
; udas being vaſaithtull tro Chritt in the matter of 
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| 


1ony , proued allo ar laſt vnfairhfullro him inthe | 


marter of his /fe it ſelfe. And Salomon tels vs, how | 
hee that will lye ordinarily in common ſpeech, will | 
lye alſo before the judgement-ſeate, when he is pro- | 
duced as a witnefſe : as contrarily, he that is a true | 
witneſſe bearer there , will not lye in his ordinary | 
diſcourſe. For this I take to be the meaning of thar | 


—— —  —  —  — — 


Prouerbe. A faithfull witneſſe will not lye : but a falſe | Proctay- 


wit xe(ſe bloweth forth tes. It a man be truely faithfull 
in much, hee muſt needes alſo be fairhfull in lirtle. 
For the fame God that requires his fidelity in the 
one, requires ir alſo in the other, Saint Paul vpon 
this ground confirmes his ſincerity in-a matter of 
prjuate promiſe to the Corinthians, concerning his 
comming tothem, by his ſincerity in the preaching 
ofthe Golpell, a farre greater matter:God &« witneſſe, 
(ith he,that owr word,rhat is, promiſe of comming, 
towards you ras not yea and nay : Whye for the Sounz | 
of God, tharis, my preaching of him,was xot yea and | 
nay. Negle&rhen of ſmall matters may ivſtly bring 
our obedience in grcater matters into ſuſpition of 
vafaithfulneſſe. And therefore in this regard muſt 
conſcience be male of obedience, euen mn rhe ſmal- 
leſt matters, and thatvato the death, namely,that we 
may approue our obedience to bee [ound and free 
from deceit. For in greater matters il we ſhould not 
ſtand our, all the world would cry ſhame of vs. And 
here it would bce hard to fay, whether the ſhame of 


vrged vs.Burt in lefſe matters rhe world rather wil cry | 

ſhame of vs, if wee doc ſtand our : And therfore in| 

our obedience here Gods commandemcat {eemerh 
ro 
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to carry the greateſt ſtroke with vs. 

3. This nore diſcouererh thoſe allo for vaſound , 
that hauing ſome care of outward conformity, yer 
minde not the inward reformation of the heart. In 
chis regard our Sauiour cals rhe Phariſees, hypocrites, 
and re{embles them ro painted Sepulchers. Art be- 
gins where Nature ends. Nature in the framing of 
mans body , begins firſt with the heart, and orher 
ſuch inward parts, and then in the laſt place comes 
rothe face, and the outward parts. Thus is ic with 
hypocriſic, whichis an artificiall kinde otholineſſe 
ir begins and ends in the outward face and faſhion 
of religion : the inward pith, the heart and ſubftance 


thereof it cannot attaine vato. Burtthe heart and the 
puriry thereof,is the ſpeciall thing the fincere Chri- 
ſtian lookes vnto.Gods Iſrael is pure in hearc,ſo thar 
chough ſometimes rhe hands be defiled, yer then the 
heartisnotalike polluted: bur ſtill rherrue Iſraclite 
may ſay, My heart is awake , though mine eyes ſleepe. 
Whereas the baſe Iſraclire may ſay contrarily , My 
heart is aſleepe though my eyes be waking, and my 
rongue bee walking. My heart is foule, though my 
hand be neuer (o fine. 


3- A ſincere heart isa pl/aine and open heart, not 


deſirous to ſmorher,or craftily ro conceale it finnes, 
bur rather rohauethem laid open, and to haue the 
conſcience rubbed and ranſacked. So that with Da- 
#id it cryeth;7ry mee, 0 Lord, and ſee if there bee any 
wickedneſſe in me: and with the ſame Propher,/et the 


righteon s ſmite me. But an vnſound & crooked heart 
as well as crooked legges . loues to be hid. Ir hates 
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che light ;..it cannot away with reprehenſion, but 
would | 
q 


— 


On 
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! would rather eat of the delicares of flatreries.againſt 
which the Propher, prayerh, Let not my ſoule eateof 
their delicates : Ler me nor delight in their clawings. 
bur rather in the blowes of righteous reprehenfions. 
| Neither in any fort can it indure trial.Guiley Rachel 
| durſt norriſe , when Laban came into her Tent, to 
ſearch for his Jdols. On the contrary, asit argued 
\ humility in che elenen Dilciples,ro ſuſpect the wortt 4 
by theraſelues,ſo alſo ſincerity , that they were nor 
pricy toany ſuch wickedres, when hearing our Saui- 
| our fore-tel rhe rrechery of one ofthem,they offred 
| themſelues;ro the rryall,ſaying, Maſters it 1245 it 1s 
| 4. A fincere heart is alwayes moſt ſeuere againſt 
'ſinne,where nature and carnall reſpects would teach 
; v5 to be mmildeft: As firſt roour ſclues. Indeed fince- 
ritie cannot endure f1nin any, in itſelfe leaſt of all. 
An hypocrite will nor endure the leaſt fin in others, 
no not fo much as a moat in his brother z ſo tharpe 
| Is hee; in rhe meane rime he can endurea beame in 
| his owne eye; fo indulgent is he to himſelfe. Indah 
| could adiudge Thawar to the hre ; vpon himſelfe 
| yer, being farre deeper in that tranſgreſſion,he could 
| pronounce no ſuch ſentence. Danid lay ſnorring in 
| his own ſinne, when yer he ſentenced a proportiona-= 


| - 
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(3CN.31-35, 
Math.35.z2, 
lV. Greateſt 


;cueri'yagainſt 
ouc ewne [ins. 


Matb.7.3- 


Gen.z8. 24. 


2.52M.1245. 


| ble ſin,relared in the perſon of another: Wherein he 
| | bewrayed want of vprightneſſe. It was (aid of 4#- 
| thony, he hated a Tyrant got tyranny :It may as truly 
| be ſaid of an hypocrire,he hateth ſinners, not ſinnes. 
For he nouriſheth many in him,notwirhſtandingthe 
rigour of his zeale againſt other'mens ſinnes. This is 
an ill'Figne, whereſocuer it is. A good hearr is ready 
to throw rhe firſt ſtone at ir ſelfe , being ſlower in 
Aa cen- 
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cenfuriog others. None carr fay ſo- much: againſt: x; 
bur it {clfe will be ready to ſay much more. 

And as the fircere man will no more winke at his 
owne finnes then at anorhers,ſo neither at rheirs ro 
whom hee is tied more by natura}l and worldly re- 
ſpedts , then orhers ro whom hee is notlo tyed: No 
more at hx owne chitdren thea at others.,at his own. 
parents then-at anorhers,. at great and rich ones, 
then at the meaner ones ; at friends to whom hee is 
bound-for ,.and depends vpon in hope of kindneſſe, 
then ſtrangers rhat haue no intereſt at all in him. 
Sincerity iStree from partiality. Wirth L2a4 it knowes. 
neicher facher nor mother, neicher King nor Kxfar. 
This the Phariſees, though Hypocrires, knew well 
enough when rhey ſaid ; Maiter, wee know thou tear 
cheſt the way of Godin truth, that is, tn ſiaceritic., aud 
careſt nvt for any mans per ſongao-not for Caſars him- | 
ſelfe:Tel vs then, whether is x lawful togive tribute, 
rohimorno? Here rhen was Tonathezs finceritie, 
when he condemaed Lis owne Father , and that a 
King.in his proceeding againſt David, and defended 
Danids innocencie. Here was old Tacobs fincericie 
en his death-bed, when farherly affefions are moſt 
liuely, fo deeply cenſuring Reuben, Simeon, Leni,his 
owne ſonnes. Here was John Baptiſts frnceritio. that 
he would not be filenr,nie not at Herodsr inceſt. Here 
was our Saviours fhncerkie ,. that his mouth was not 
ſtopped with the Phariſces good cheare, bur.cuen at 
their owne Tables laid them our in their owne co- 
lours, and entertainesthem with as many menaces,, 
as they .did him with: diſhes of meares. Here was, 
che Benian.ires vnſoundaeſſe, that were readie with 


| 


the 


Rm 


The deceitfulneſſe of Mans heart. 


che ſwordrto defend in their brethren ſuch prodigt- 
| ous lufts, which they could nor bur condernne in 
their iadgements , and in orhers no doubr would 
haue bin ready to have puniſhed with their ſwords. 
The Prophet ioynerh theſe rwo togerher : Thow art 
| 4 God of pure ezes: And canſt mot behold iniquitie. So 
| muſt it be wit!) vs. if we will be pure and finceve in 
heart, we mult bchold no miquitic , no not in our 
ſclnes.or rhoſerbar are neareſt veto vs.F'cr ſincerity, 
as it loverh goodnefle cuen in the grearcttenemy,ſo 
irc harcrh ſinne cuen 1n the greateſt friend 
Laſtty. ro omit many other notes. ſincerity FIGS. 
retoyceth in gcodnes, & in goodthings rhemſelues, 
and the glory of God rhence ariſtag. T kercjore asir 
grieuerh for other mens ſins/o it retoyceth in other 
mens obedience.Many are of a contrary fpiric:They 
canbe gricued for thcir owne fins,bur norfor other 
mens. Hereit is ſw{picious, wee gricue notſo munch: 
for Gods cauſe,for the diſhonour our ({1ns haue done 
rohim { for then wee ſhould gricue alſo ar our bre- 
thrensſtns. becanfe they alio ſtaine Gods glory) bur 
for our own ſake, for feare of feeling of ſome cuill. 
procuredtoour feJuesby our ſin:&ſuch griefargues 
rather (elfe-loue,then any true loue ro God. So like- 
wiſe they can be cheared when they ſee Godsglory | 
ſcrforth by themſe!ues in any good work:nor alike, 
when by orhers : Nay, rather rhey gricue ar rhoſc 
| good works of orhers.if of any marke, wherein they 
| hauc had no hand themſelues ; Like thoſe Ephrat | 
; miresrthar ſaid ro Iptah Wherefore wenteſtthou to fight. 
againſt the children of Ammon , and didft not call ws £ 
But the ſincere Chriſtian, ſo God betruly glorified, 
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a - ir bee without his helpe, yet reioyceth and 
giveth thankes, nothing lefle then if himſelfe had 
beene the inſtrument. If any good thing be done, he 
dorh nor ftand curiouſly enquiring of the Author ; 
of his ind 7ement, of his affe(tions ; to find our ſome- 
thing to imbaſe the Worke ; bur is glad rhat any 
glory is brought tro Go1 , or good to his Church , 
and with rthankeſgiuing takerth his part of benefit 
thereourt. Euen as in eating of meartes wee aske nor 
where or how it was got, bur faltto it; and in the 
Shambles, the Apoſtle willeth not roenquire whe- 
cher ir had beene facrificedto the Idoll or no, but 
being good meare, and fit tobe eaten, without any 
more adoe to buy ir. Thus Nathantt the good It- 
raclite, did nor ſo ſtand vpon, or ſticke at Nazereth , 
bur that hee would goe and try what our Sauiour 
was. Andthough the Philippicke Preachers prea- 
ched of Enay and Vain-glory , yet for the matter 
ſoundly ; their corrupt manner, what was that to 


Pal? that Chriſt was truly preached,he therein re- 
lioyced,and would reioyce. Ir is not then fincerities 
[palate,not torelliſh good meare, and well cooked, 
| becauſe we relliſh nor the Cooke. 

Thus I haue ſhewed both the meanes to diſcover, 
and notesto try our falſe hearts by. And of the third 
illuſtrarion ofthe deceirfulneſſe of the heart, name- 
| ly,by the vaſearchablenefle thereof, ſo much, 
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Gertgize generallpſes irifing out oft h-yfo; met Joftrive 
«of the hearts' deceit fulne(fe ,' or any exhortation to | 
Fe hfrincye ner, and dealii wii! 'y, and (1 raitly 
| with ovrcb. ary s... 


Nuiaghy God: goodne & chusfniſhed rhe 
# whole dodine.of rhe hearts deceirtulpes., 

) ircemainerh now ia the couclaſion , char| 
belides thoſe. particular v(cs which wee 


have alccady made of ſame of the particular bran! 


ches of this dofrine,we ſhew alſo the general which | 
ariſeth from the whole. And they arc ſpecial y bue. | Vie2 Jo 


r. If our hearts hee ſuch /Deceiuers , it frands vs". i. Forwarck- 


then in hand alwayesto haue gureeyes in our heads,! | fuinclie, 
and a Vow our wits abour vs, hauing co dcale wich. | 
o notable a jugler, ſo. fullof cunning rrickes and 
lleights, continually xeadie to ſnare vs. We walkein 
the middeſt of ſnares, not onely neere thetn, but in | Chriſcham 15. 
chevery middeſt of rthiem , incompaſſed with them |d pop, 481, 
on euery ſide. Therefore ler vs alwayes be ſufpick 
'ous, andicalous.ouer our hearts in all Places, and 
vpcn all occaſions in our foliraripeſſe, in.ourcom- 
pany . in ourbuſineſſe with mev, , .in our dedlings 
wich God, in hearing, praying, /medirating z $n0uT 
{dealings alſo with, Sathan , in wreſtling! with tis 
temptations. When,the Philiſtims were going-out 
to warre againſt the Iſraelies, they durft: nar 
 Daxid goe with them ; rhey- had him in jcaloufie, 
becaule of the louc hee bare to his owne 'Counrrie, | | 
Aa 3 and' 
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and therefore pur him our of the Armie, Happie 
were it for vs in our ſpirituall warre with Sathan., 
if we could as eaſily rid our ſelues of our naught 
deceirfull hearr , as they did themſelnes of David. 
Wee haue farre greater cauſe ro ſuſpe@ our heart, 
then they Danid. The acquaintance of the fleſh 
with Sathan , and Sathans intereſt in the fleſh is 
[greater then the Iſraclits-in Dowid. Beſides thar, 
{rhey neuer had any experience of Dexids deceirful- 
Inefſe, and vnfaithfulneſſe, as wee haue had of the 
fleſhes : Therefore I ſay it were well, if wee could 
wholly caſhire this rreacherous and perfidions fleſh. 
Bur fince it tickesſo cloſe, as that wee cannor pofli- 
bly be ſhifr of it, therefore we muſt alwayes hauc an 
eye ouerit; cuen as we would have oner an vnrru- 
ftie pilfering ſeruant, who not obſerned, will filch. 
For certainly ſuch is rh: deceirfulneſſe of our hearts, 
thar if our eye be never {o little off them , off goes 
the yoke of the Lord preſcatly,and they breake our 
mrto ſome valawfull libertie or other. Keepe wee 
then ourhearts, as Salomon counſels fenced, with a 
double guard, as the Gaoler his cloſe pryſoner. See 
the doores be faſt locked: Yea, looke ro the win- 
dowes , as Tob did. If there bee any open paſſage, 
this Deceiver will either ler in ſome body to him, 
which ſhould not come ip , or elſe he will our him- 
ſelfe. If wee fall afleepe and negle onr watch, ci- 
ther the Devill, and his ſuggeſtions will enter;cuen |. 
; as when thi fence of a Vineyard is downe,then the 
wilde Bore, and all manner of wilde beafts come in 
and deuoure all:or elſe our heart irſelfe will wander 
abroad , like gadding Di#ob , in the idle —_ ; 
O 
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The deceitfulneſſe of Mans heart. 


of her owne vaine imaginations. Thus then ould |. 
weethinke with our (clues every morning. This day | 


T am to venture into the World, and ſnares eucry 
where lie rhicke and threefold; if I rake not heed. 
 eafily ſhall The caught. For whar alas is there where- 


ly breaks out into rage and diſtemper , and my 
mouth , will ſcone oner-hoore it {elfe , if I hold 
itnort as with a bridle. I am going to a Feaſt: if } 
put not a Knife ro my rhroare I ſhall caſtly bee 
ouer-reached by my deceitfull apperite. If T ler 
looſe the reines to mine owne corrupt heart, I 
ſhall ſoone offend in exceſſe, either of meatre or 
mirth. Iam now to goe forch into the ſtreer : And 
how many are the remprations ready toincounter 
mee? FEuen euery thing I either ſee or heare. If I: 
ſee my enemy, in what danger am of wrath , and 


| malice?Tf my friendflouriſhing, of enuy? it poore,of 
diſdaine? Tf abeaurifull woman, cf luſt ? If T heare 
rotten ſpeech, how ready am T to bee corcupred 
with it ? Tf reviling and injurious, how ready am ] 
to be prouoked wirh ie ? This is the cautelouſreſſe 
wee muſt vſe inall our occaffons whatſoever : For 
{ all places are full ofrheſe ſnares z the Street, the 


Houſe, the Board, rhe Bed, rhe Cloſer, yea, the | 


Aa 4 Church. 


in my heart is not ready to deceive mee? I am now : 
going to prayer? My heart will be ready to thruſt 
1a idle and wandring fancies,vnlefſe I warch oner ir. | 
I am now to giue an almes, cp to goe to confer wirh | 
my Chriftian friends: Pride and vaine glory vvill | 
| foile me. valefſe I looke well ro my (elfe. 1am now | 
going to deale in ſuch a Contronerfte , with a con- | 
tentious and wrangling man : My heart will quick- 
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Church,the Pulpir. The exhortation of Pau/ toT- 
 mothy, Watch thou in all things , is needfull, bc- 


cauſe rhe heart , deceirfull aboue all things, is alſo 
gdeceictull in all things, euen in the beſt things that 


may bee And therefore Chriſt bids vs cake heed to | 


'our hearts . euen in our Almes and Prayers, and 
otherthe holieſt ſeruices we can pollibly performe, 
hoe cuen in them ſnares will bee ſer for vs. In theſe 

(tions wee had need ſhur the doore of our hearts 
that ear mindes- ſteale not.away from God. Neuer 
then traſt thou rhis heart of thine, that it will bee 
well ordered, and kept in gopd frame, though thou 
'carry nor alwayes ſo heany a hand and narrow an 
.eye ouer ir x No, if thou looke nor thus ſtraightly 
to it, it will be gone ,- as a wilde horle, if a man once 
ler goe the bridle , as hee is walking in his journey: 
And then when hee is once gone, hee will not bee 
gotten againe in haſte ; but a man muſt ſpend as 
much rimein recauering of him , as would happily 
haue beene (ufficient to have dilpatched the whole 
1ourney. So will it fare with thy heart, if once thou 
ler goe this brille of watchfulnefle : Ir will run our 
{o farre, thatir vvill be long ere thou vvilt catch it 
againe. I vvill be fo frozen, thart ir vvill be long ere 
chou can bring 1: to melt. I vvill beſo looſe, and 


14le.that it vvillþe long erethou canſt vvork itvnto| * 
\rrue denotion : and thou muſt ſpend as much time, | 


nay mote in {ceking to. re-gaine thy heart againe , 
and ro briag it inro temper.and tune, for the ſer- 
uice of God, then vyould haue ſerued for the good 


(*hiages {ee thou truſt not- thine heart with ſuch 


_— 
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performance of the {crnice it ſelfe, Bur aboue all }. 


things | | 


rt The Heceirfulveſſe of Mans heart. 
chings 4s may bee dangerous occaſions to euill. 
Looke berter to ir then ſc. Be as fearefull of rhis.as þ 
:hou arr of giuing a Knife roa Childe or a. Sward to | 
i mad Man. Thine eyes cannor beequicke enough | 
or thy heartthen. The mad-man will ſpeake ſome-: 
:imes ſo ſoberly, and vſe (uch faire perſwaſions ro 
He vnfertered , and promiſe that he will be fo quier,| 
&c. Bur no ſooner is hee looſe, but hee playes Rex, 
wounds, flayes deſtroyes whatſoeuer is in his way, 
yea, euen him rhat looſed him:So likewiſe deale our 
hearts with vs. They can flatter with vs, and Q why | 
ſhonld we trouble our ſelues ſo much,alwayes to be 
looking ro rhem? And why ſhould we deale ſo hard- 
ly with them,alwayes fo-ro keepe themin, as a Bird 
in a Cage?to hold them ſo ſhort of all liberty2Why? 
They haue better gouernmenr of themſelues , then 
that we need to feare rhem fo , &c; Burt when once 
they have got free, then rhey ſerue vs like the mad- 
man,(o that we ſhall rue the time that euer we gaue 
them liberty. 

2 This deceirfuineſfe of our-hearts muſt-cauſe 
vs often to renew our couenant-with:God, and by 
ſolemne vowes and proteſtations of - our repen- 
rance, aSir were with ſtrong ropes, to binde and 
hold faſt theſe fugiriues. If a man- be knowne to be 


for anything : bur if wee muſt needes deale with 
him, we will beſure rv hane his hand and ſeale; and 
the beſt ſecurity wee can get; So wiſe, and wary are 
we in the marrers of this life. Wet], thy hearrt is fare 
more cunning to deceme thee, rhen the crafcieſt 


2 common deceiver, wee will neuer take -his word | 


fox thar is, to ouer-reach hisneighbous. Be not now 
to 
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The deceitfulnefſe of Mans heart. 
(o'fimple as to belecue euery ſigh , every with and 
| Word, enery motion , and inclination of thy hearr. 
Forhow often , as I have ſhewed before , doe our 
hearts dcalelike Zareh when hee was to bee borne, 
mike many £00d proffers of commiag- forth our of 
their finnes, as it were the darkneſſe ofthe wombe. 
inco the !ighr of grace, bur they recoyle preſencly ? 
Fnery Night occafion is in ſteade of a Perez vnto 
chem. And yetloe the filinefle of men; to belecue 
cheir þearrs rhar are ſo lizhe of faick, Theythiake 
verily when they feele ſome frof good affeftion, 
0 now I haze got the vicory , finne ſhall neuer 
ſo prevaie again{t mee as ir was wont; when yer 
che ſme houre, irmay be , (ets them in a worſe ta- 
king then euer--betore. S4x/ though affeted with 


Dz%ids apologie, he acknowledged both Daxids in- 
zocence, andhis owneinjuſtice; andrhough wirh 
ceares ,, with#ood words , My ſorne Daxid, with 
good prayers.The Lordrender thee good, he witneſſed 
ood will ro Daxid, yet for all this Devid truſted | 
him nor , bat kepr himſelfe in the hold ill : For! 
ſhortly after 8#ul was hunting after him againe. And 
though then alſo he ſeemed to relent, and promiſed 
Danid peace : Come againe my ſorne Dauid , 7 will 
doe thre #0 more haran?; yettor allthat Dewid hearke- 


'nediot : For what heed is robee raken to a falle 
| and fickle hearted 'mans words ? Our hearts being 


as 'fickle and inconſtant in their zelenting afeccti- 
ons towards the Lord, as Souls was roward Da- 
vid, ſhould wee truſt them any more in ſuch fits , 
chen Dawid did Saul 2 No: but fiacecuenthe Rron- 
zeſt bonds are woo weake to hold ſuch ſlippery 


hearts | 
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hearts], that rhey ſlide not ourof our hands, rhere- | 
fore cauſe them to enter into ſfolemne Couenant } 
wich the Lord, as rhoſe in Nebemiah, Ezre, andthe|\.___ 
Chronicles:Thus did Dawid, 1 haze ſworne, faith hee, | E:r4 10.3, 
and will performe it , that I will keepe thy ſtatutes, In 2:Chron.1s.13 
euillrhings.co which we are proneby nature,we can |* 119-160: | 
bind our (elubs by oarhs & vowes,when we feele our 
ſelues diſpoſed vato them as fo reuenge,, when rhe 
injuric is freſh, and ourhort bloud is vp : how mach 

more then ſhould wee doe the like in good? The | | 
Deuill ſees that wrath is a fire ſoone out; therefore ! evryſbom$cad | 
hee wHl nouriſh it wi h an oath : how much more [194% 
ſhould we nouriſh the fire of zeale and good affe- 
ions, which haue no fewell from withia vs , as ari- 
ger harh, and ſoare farre more eaſily extinguiſhed? 
How much more I ſay ſhould wee maintame , and 
| holdin our ſelues all good thingswith this prop 

ofa oath , and couenane-ſtriking with rhe Lord >| 
And heere ſee that thouregiſter, and record in thy | 
Accounts-booke this thy Couenant, rhat fo when | 
| thy deceirfull hearr ſhall bee offering to ſtart aſide , 

and give rhee rhe ſlippe, thou mayeſt pteſenely | 
recall ir, and keepe irin with purting it in minde of | 
this Conenane. Whar ? Didft not thou on ſuch a 
rime , when rhou werr humbled vnder rhe hand of 3 
God, and haddefſt ſome good deſires kindled in} | 
thee by his Spirit, didſt nor thon then ſolemnely |} | 
give thy farth ro God, and by the ſtraighreſt bod 
of thy vow and oath, firmely knit thy ſelfe vnro 
him , and wilt thou ſo ſoene be offering to make c- 
{capes from him? Haſt thou ſo ſoone forgotten thy | 
Couenant ? Thoufalſe fugiriue : But yeſterday waſt | 


| 5 A thou 1 


1 


| 


; 


Y_— 


EIBLLLT_.m 


F4 Vſe, for Wile 
COMmets 2 Þ- 
prehend al 
220d oppor- 
CuNTICS, 


| 


— —"—O'—”—  — 


OCT 


| rhowbroughe homerothy Maſter, then thou bum- | 
bledſtthpſeHevoro bim . oughreſt reconciliation, 
promiled&wore farhfull ſeruice. And yer art thou 

pow offexipgdo:quickly to take thee to thy beeles| 
againe 2 R1 TEND \ \ b on ; 
|  3- This deceitfulneſſe of our hearts muſt teach; | 


i 


' vs wiſdome,to rake them ar the vantage , when at 
any time-wee indthem ina good moode , in. any 
{ore well attected 4,,or diſpoſed ro any gcod durie. 
| Thouhaſt chis Wiſtdome in the things of this lite : 
; Having to deale wich a light ,, and inconſtant n:ay, 
when thourfadeſt him inthe good vaine, then thou 
| wilt bge fro lay,hold of-thar, opportunitie;, ,and | 
|ro take binithen-at; his word. For thou kgoweſt, 
chat if chou thouldeſt let him gae on neuer (o 
| licle longer, within an houre or two, hee would be | 
| of, aggeher minde;Afſured)y,thy heart. is farre more 
| variableand Fnceraaine, thep the fickleſt gan thar 
 catrbee, Doelt thou then feele atany time z thar' 
thy heart is warmed wirh good motions, inlarged 
with goed afieQiors, lift vpto Heauen in fpicitual;, 
Medits4ions4:,docit thou feele any ſparkles of the 
| heavenly fire 2. T ake thou the Bellpwes preſently, 
| blowill they flame, cheriſh, and make much cuen 
of the ſmoking Flax 5 Now is the time for thee. 
now | {ay ,-in this (floate of good affetions., when 
thy heart. is (o well:prepared , to fall to Prayer, 
ro confeſſion of thy finnes, to reading. to all the 
good cxercales of repentance and inuocation , and 
ina wardio the doiwg.of thatigood worke for the 
which-motions and deſires are rilcg in thy minde.* 


— —— 


For how often hauc the beſt of vs becne beguiled 
here? 
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bre?ro thinke we ſhould do afterwards that which | 
in preſent wee purpoſed and deſired, and within an | 


houre or lefle all our heart is gone, our affeftions are 
growne cbill and coole,our hearts heauy,our ſpirirs 
drowſie and dead,and {o our {clues wholly difibled, 
for the doing of that wee thought. And why ? be- 
cauſe we ſtrucke nor the icon whiles it was hor, wee 
held nor our heartsfaſt, when we had hold of them. 
we vſed not the meanes to keepe them ſtill in good 
frame and temper. And fo all our good thoughts ya- 
niſh and come to nothing. Excellently Danid, My 
heart, 0 Gd, is prepared. Whart ? ſhall I ſuffernow 
other occaſions to call mee anorher way ? No :; for 
chen all thar life and vigour which now I feele, will 
be gone : but I will ariſe, and gine thankes, and (o1 
will ariſe and pray.ariſe and confeſſe,&c. Oh if wee 
| would goe toprayer inthis ſpring-ride,as it were of 

good affections, how then,as the Propher ſpeaketh, 
ſhould we-powre out a prayer? how would the riners 
of repenting teares ———_ whereas, neglecting 
this occaſion, our prayers come bur droppingly from 
vs afterward in the ebbe of our aficctians. Ir cannor 
(be (poken how lirtle athing wil diltract and vnſetrle 
'our hearts. Theyare like to glaſſes,thar will be hurr 
| with a little breath , and vnro Muſicall Inftraments. 
that will be pur our of rune with the leaſt diltemper 
of the Ayre.And rherefore we had not necd co pre- 
rermit the opporrunity when we feel them wrought 
vpon inany fortby the holy Spirit of God. Whar 
good impreſfions would they not recciue then , be- 
ing {o ſoft and render? Whereof afterward they will 
not be capable,being returned totheir former _ 
| NCemNnc: 
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neſſe ? Doe rhen good choughrs and deſires offer 
themſelues? Doe ſuch gueſts ſ{ceke Jodging in thy 
hearr?Oh welcome them in the kindeſt manner. lay 
. holdofthem , andby thy kind and refpetiue vſage 
Luke 1429+ | of them.conſtraine them, as rhey-once oar Sauiour. 
ro ſtay {till with thee. Whar is this kind entertain- 

' ment weeare toſhewthem , bur the emertzinment' 

4 of our praycrs.rcading and conferring of the Word? 

[If wee would doe fo, after once good affections are 

 entred into cvr hearts, weſhould enerrtocke vprhe 

doore vpcn them.rhar rhey could nor get-our again, 
ſo wee, ſboutd hane more of their company then 
now wee have ; inftead cf viſtingvsnow and then, 
they would become daily gueſts, andordinarie Re-: 
Prou 2:42, | fidentiarics wirh vs. Salomon bids vs eſtabliſh onr 
thoughts by connſell.This Pronerbe hath his rruch e- 
uen in hotr and f{pirituall thoughts , the which alas 
will ſoone fatle,vn'efſe we ſcrrle and confirme them | 
| in our hearts, aad after the ſpirit hath once enrred 
them into vs, doe ſo pegge and hamwerthem in. 
and driuc them downe fo deepe. by the vſe of geod 
meanes , as that wee may not caſtly loſe them after- 
; ward. At the firſt riſing then of a good thought, 
' pray with Earid,becauſerhou feareſt the deceirful- 


P.rlt6.:'- , nefle cf thine heart {#it my heart; this fafe fickle fu- 


 Fitiue heart alwayesready to ſteale fromthee knit ir 

O Lord, and.ric it faſt 230 thee , that as it is now 

' wich thee, (o it may flillremaine with thee. And a- 

| o.10e, with the ſame Prophet, in the bchalfe of his 

| people, when they were fo well diſpoſed tm their 
teChroge29.18 | checrefutl Oferingto the Temple, 0 Lord4hrepe thru 


ae 


| for ewer thu ſtame of the thoughts of thy ſernants hart. 
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And frame his minde towards thee. This Coun ell-ra-| 
king with God in prayer is the only remedie againſt 


and eſtabliſhing of all good rhoughts and deſires. 


daily to keepe an audit in our own conſcience, euer 
aud anone calling them ro their accounts, A rruſtic 
(cruant,an Eleazer,we will ler go on,and reckon bur 
| ſeldome with bim : but a Gebezz , one thar js but of 
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the deceirfulnefle of our hearrs , for rae Jpreſeruing! 


dippery fideliric,, had need be reckoned with eucry | 
day. The miſerable experience then which we have 
had ofthe failcnes of rheſc hearts, ſo ofren decciuing | 
vs,muſt make vstot every ſtrai & ſeuere in exams | 
ning of them. $u/2mon not obſcurely intimares this 
ro berhe caulc of our hearrsdeceirfulnes,thatwe do 
notrake this paines of a ſtrict triall: Emery ma vs wayes 
| are pure iu bis own eges:but the Lordtyyeth the hearts, 
& ſo ſees-theirlecrer deceit, which we perceine nor, | 
becauſe we try not. Let vs neither thertore let rec-| 
konings run on, but cuexy day ler ys make all even. | 
let vs chaſtiſe our (clues cuery morning, examine | 
ourſelues cuery cuening, cue in the ſtil] ſilence of 
the night , as wee lye waking, on our beds. In the 
marter of dizburſemenx of money, forthe repayriag 
ofthe Temple, Z/r.hgauecharge thatno.reckoning 
ſhould bee made wirh them ivto whoſe hands rhe 
money-was deligered. :. /or (faich hee) they deal: 
faithfully. Indeed.if ourhearts dealt faithfully wirh 
vs, we. alſo might {pare this labour of daily counts- 
caſting: Bur becauſe both rhe W ord of Gad,and our: 
owne experience haue ſufficiently diſcouered their 
PEE therefore wee comrarily muſt : ay, 
et 
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Lecthere be daily , 'yea; hourely reckonings kept 


with our hearts , for they deale exceeding vnfairh- 
fully. The Muſician, becauſe his inſtrument quickly 
growes out of tnne;euen whiles he is playing,there- 
fore'enen then he will be tuning of it, as foone as he 
ſpies the leaſt iarringin any of rhe ſtrings : So muſt 
vie intermixe the correction and amendment of our 
hearts, (which is done by ſtrict examination) toge- 
ther with thcir vſe and imployment, andnor to bee 
like the foolifh mower, rhat ſtill mowes, and'neuer 
whets his Syrhe. | 
Laftly. ſince all our hearts naturally are ſo full 
fraught with gdile, being ſo immeaſurably ad vn- 
ſcarchibly 4ecdF#tll , as here the Propher ecach- 
eth; it muft cauſe vs m the heartie bewaylirig and 
confeſſing of rfiis cortuption , ro ftriue for the con- 
rrary grace. Wee, thar by the mercy'of Go pro- 
feſſe religiof mbre hricerely; areready tothink our 
ſelves wronged, if wee be called hypocrites and de- 
ceitfull people; No let vs makevle of ſuch impura- 
tions and profir bythe raylings of our enemies : For 
they lay no other impuration on vs then here God. 
himſelfe dork, faying, The heart of man, withour ex- 
ccprion Of any, is deceitfidl. So thar the hearr, even | 
of the moſtholy and regenerate , is ſtill in part de- 
ceirfull, as.in part itis wicked. Ler vs not then deny 
thar in ourſclues,which the God of Truth hath laid 
vpon vs : bur letvs rather ſearch our this priuy and 
cloſe hypocriſie of our hearrs;' and hauing found it, 
puzge them af it:Praying withthe Propher, Rexwe 2 
right ſpirit in me,labourmg for that ſame truth in the 
inward parts which God fo loueth, thatſo'wee = 
| with 
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with Apelles, be approned in Chriſt , and with Natha- 
viel, true Iſraelites , in whom isno guile , even the 
| Iſrael of God, pure in heart. The which that we may 
artaine vnto, I will heere ſer downe certaine , both 
meanes and motines. 


ſo: j WY f&: —_ [ 


XN XX, 


CHAP. 


Motizes vnto , and meanes of Sinceritie. 
Þ He Mortimer to incite vs vnto finceritic and] 
{ingleneſle of hearr are many , and power- | 
full , throughout the whole Booke of Cod, 
ſome whereof I will vrge ar this time. 

I. Sinceritieis the Gird/e, whereby all other gra- 
ces are tied cloſe vnto vs: Sothe Apoſtle inthe de- 
{criprion of the {piriruall armour , callsir the girdle 
of truth; And therefore here alſois true that we fay, 
ongirt. vnbleſt, Hee is bur a looſe man ; thar wants 
rhis Girdle.Lert his Gifts and Graces be neuer lo cx- | 
cellent, yer they fit bur loofe about him, when a 
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Epbeſ.6.2 4. 


ſtorme comes they will eaſily be ſhaken off. From 
him that hath not , ſhall be taken away that hee hath. 
From him thart hath not the gift of ſincere ſanTifica- 
tion , ſhallbe taken away theſe common gifts of an ! 
ouerlyand ſuperficiaryillumination, yea , his ſhowes | 
alſa of rrue Sandtificarion : nor onely that hee hath 


j 


ſhall be raken away , bur thatalſo which he ſeemes 10 | 
bane. The Fig-tree that onely made a ſhew with: | 
| leaues hauingnofruit,ia the end,beingcurled,loſt rhe | 
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| The deceitfulneſſe of Mans heart. 


A 


leaues too, wherewirh it decetued our Saviour, and 
wholywithered.Gods gifrsin an vnſornd heart, con- 
trary as it were to theirown nature, being peruerced 
ro wrong ends, doe euen ſigh vnder onr abuſe. and 
God hearing their groanes, giues rhemrhe wingsot 
che Eagle, ro flic away from ſuch injuſt poſleſſours. 
How fearcfull are the examples of many vnſound 

xofeſſors, who notwithſtanding all their goodly 
Howriſhes, haue yet vaniſhedat laſt? ehey hauc beene 
{triprſtarke naked of all, their right hand hath forgor 
irskill , their right eye hath beene darkened , their 
arme withered, they haue mouldred away , and be- 
come meerenothing, vaſauoury Salt, fir for nothing 
bur rhe dunghill. Chriſt hauing told the Church of 
Sarda that her graces were ready to die, 'gines this 
reaſon thereof: For T hawe not found thy works per- 
feiF before God. Thereforethey are readie to die, be- 
cauſe rainted with the infeftion of Hypocriſte. Had 
not T#445 many excellent graces of Prayer, Preach- 
ing, Miracles ? &c. yer, foraſmuch as they wanted 


the Salt of Sinceririe to preſerne them from purrefa- 


| 


\Rion, both he and they miſerably rotred , and came 


' trous conceprion of barbarons and trecherous villa- 
'nie; Sothar what the Plalmiſt ſpeaketh concerning 
the wicked mans temporall eſtate, may truly be ſpo- 
ken concerning the Hypocrires ſpiriruall cftare, 7 


|£ra147-25.36. | ſaw him like the freſh lawrell , ſpreading himſelfe , and 
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flowriſhiag : bat los the root being corrupt with Hypo- 
crifie , hee could not hold out. Inquire for him, and 
or his mapy graces , his great knowledge, his bur- 


to fearcfull deſolation : His heart became a Stie and | - 
| Stable for Satan to lodge in, andto beget thar mion- | 


| 


ning 
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[ning zeale , his forward alacritic, &c. and loe their 
| place cannor be found. The bodie when rhe foule js 


once gone, may not long {tay aboue ground; it muſt 
| needs be buried : Sorthe Hypocrires graces wanting 


| aceritie, which is the very ſoule & life of all grace, 
| they are bue a ſtinking Carrion , and what ſhouldan 

; odtous atd vegly lothſome carkafſe doe , bur bee 
| throwne into rhe pir?Standerh it vs not rhen in hand 


| ro l100-eto our (elues, that we be vpright in heart. if 


| we wouldenioy the ſweet comfort of our tipall per- 


| leuerance? bor, as excellently Bra4/ord, the way of 


| Chrilt is the &traighr way,and fo ſtraiyhr, thar as few 
| can fhndir, and'few walke in it, ſo none can halrin ir, 

| bur niuſtneeds goe vpright. For as the traighrneſe 
| willſufferno reeling to this ſide or that ſide:to if any 
wan halt, tee 1s bke rofall off che bridge itato the pir 
of eternall deſtruftion, An voſound horſe thar hath 
(ome ſecret fault, may carry as gooda ſhew as the 
{oundelſt , and at the firſt for a mile ortwo will tra- 
aell 2sfreſhly and cheeretully asany , bur ar lengrh 
he tiresand glues ouer. SO is it with an vnſound and 
deceirfull Chriſtian : Notwithſtanding all his faire 
| beginnings, and hopefull entrances, yet hee conti- 

| NUES NOF. Letan Apple ſeeme neuer fo beautifull, it | 
| i be rorten at core,it wil quickly putrifie. The houſe 


Iz Eviſte 


| built on the ſand cannot ſtand alwayes : If a rempeſt | 


ariſe, downe ir goes, it fals, and the fall thereof i is; 
| great, like that of eruſalem, which, thoughir were , 
| 1 moſtglcriousand goodly Citie, yer it was wholly. 


Math.7, 


| rained. 4nd leuelled with the ground, zo? 2 ſtone left La 
2poe ajtone. So great is the fall of rheſe (indy Chri- | 


ftians, that it eucn aſtoniſheth rhem that knew them 
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| The deceit fulneſſe of Mans heart. - | 


before , when they ſtood flouriſhing in their pride 
and beautie.So that here alſo we may tranſlate thoſe 
words of the Propher from the outward goods, and 
apply them to the inward graces of the wicked : 0h 
how horribly and ſodainly are they conſumed? Thou haſt 
et them.and their graces too, is ſiipperie ground: As a 
dreame they vaniſh, ec. And as they in the Propher 
lament Tyrws and $3407 , with the like lamentarion 
may wee bewaile the pitrifull rnines of the vaſound | | 
Chriſtian.Tho# haſt beer in Eden thegardenof God, as 
one of the faireſt trees thereof : enery precious ſtone 
ws in thy garment the Ruby,the Topeze Fhe Diamond, | 
Cc. But alas, alas, theſe great ones thet werecloatbed 
with Purple and Silke: For in one houre are all theſe ri- 
ches come to deſolation.Yeſterday flouriſhing like one 
of the gallant Lillies, putting downe Sefomor in all 
his glory, and alas to day caft into the fiery Ouen of 


| Hell.T he many gourds of excellent graces ſprouted 
'vp ſodainly and grew mightily, and voder their ſha- 
dow yeefſat reioycing : bur alas, with Tones his ioy ! 

; For the worme ofa deceirful heart in one nighr hath 
as ſodainly conſumed them all : So thar now yeeare 
worſe then euer before: as 70zah, after the periſhing 
; of hisgourd,troubled not only with the Sun,bur alſo 
with the Eaſt-wind. The windsofthe Deuils tempra- 
tions ſhall be ler looſe , more fiercely to inrage the | 
ſcorching Sunne of thine owne concupiſcence and | 
 corruprion,free liberty ſhall be giuen ro thy former- | 
ly reſtrained corruption;and foraſmuchasthou waft 
alwayes a Sow, power of re-entrance ſhall be gras- 
redro the impure ſpirit, wh the company of ſeuen 
| worle; thatas once he did thoſe Gadaren Swine, hee 
| : may | 


3 
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may carry thee head-long into the filthy and myric 


| Sea of thine owne fleſhlineſle, there ro wallow and 
' tumble as beforerhy clenſing , God hath threarned, 
| and hee will be as goodas his word , ro ſpue our the 
| luke-warme our of his mouth. Thinke nor now | 
' that God will bee like thee , that as thou eateſtvp | 
' thy vomir, ſo hee will his,and ſuffer thee, after thou 
art'once vomited to come into his ſtomacke aggine. 
Nay. becauſe hee ſawthou waſt ſuch a Dogge thar 
thowwouldft returne to thy ſinne, which chou hadſt 
vomited,therefore hath he (pued thee our for cuer : | 


eo teach rhee by his example in ſpuing thee our, how. 


| thou ſhoukdit haue ſpuedthy ſinne out,namely with | 


outa deſire of ever returning to it againe, as the 
Ifraclices to their forſaken Egypt. Such Iſrachres, 
that aftertheir departure from Egypt, carry yet a 
diſpofirion of rerurning, in the wildernes muſt they 
die, into Gods reſt neuer muſt they enter.O miſera- 
ble caſe of the Hypocrite, which ts (o deſperate, and 
irremediable ! The fall of the ſandy houle, ſaith our 
Sauiour, # great. Herein great, becauſe ſo quaſhed 
in ſhiuers, that it cannor be reared vp apaine , and 
the curſe of God is ſuch vpon it, being falne , that 
like Tericho and Teruſalem it is irre-edihable. With 
my whole heart have I ſought thee, ſaith Danid , ſuffer 
wie not to wander ſromrthy Commandements. Inſinua- 
ring thereby , that ſuch as doe not ſecke God with 
their whole heart,thart is, in finglenefſe of hearr, vn- 
fainedly,God will ſuffer them ro wander in crooked 

blinde wayes, and thar fearefully and irreturneably. 


| Tothe like purpoſe is that in the ſame Pfalme : Le? 


| 9 heart be vpright in thy ſtatutes, that Tmay never be 
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The deceiffillneſſe of Mans heart. 
ihtamed. Thoſerhenthat are nor 'vpriche in heart, 
God owes tiiema thime ,' and will aſſuredly pay it 
v1ro them. Is4t nota ſhame for a man in good trade 
:o prone Bajikerupr, and turne begger? Will he:nor 

ecaſhamed to ivoke any body inthe face ,” that 
tnew him before 7 Soſurely is it with rhe deceirfull 

Chritfian, when hee is thus falne away; being now 
—adea miſerable {peticle, and asit were a monſter 
tro bee poihtedar with the finger , thatasrhe crue 
{firaclite acted” out with'a Behold, for imitation, 
Beholl a true Tfractite in whois us no entle, ſo hc with/ 
ja Behold , for dateftation, behold the man that tovke 
(2t:God or his ſexemgth. Whar a ſhame is this, wh 
ie will be ſaid, was northis the grear Profeſſour;the | 

' carneft PreacherAndloe now with Demas,he hath 
| imbracedthe preſent World. Did not Adams Apo- 
| {tae fill kis face! with ſhame? Howſvener force 
[ri\mes this &inls of men/taue faces of Wainfcor,and 

| forcheads of Braſie,yettheir Confciznce. I dare (ay, 
is aſhamed to ſee God diſcouer their filthy naked- 


| 
and” bringing thew-{ecror 'wickednetle ro light: I | 


.concluderhen rhiis firftt moriue with the wordes of | 


| our Saniour, whoſe itis: T#ke heed of hypocriſie. For | 
| | there is nothing hid that ſhall not berenealed. nor cos | 
\ucred, that it {hall not be knowne. How righteous, O | 
[ ord, is this: hy indgement vpon Hypocrites? 1 hey | 
are notthar they ſeeme, and ere thought ro begrhere- | 
tore at lat chey ſhall ſeemze,and be thorght tobe that | 
they are. | 
_ Sinceritie is the higheſt perfection attaineablc. 
in this life. Thar which is wanting in the meaſure 


of | 
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The dereitfigloe[e.of Mans heart. 1375 
' ofabedicnce and holine(le,'is- made vp is the truth | | 
| and ſoundneſſe rhereof. Therefore Peter being al- 
 ked of rhe meaſure of hislone to Chrilt, Loweſt thou |, | 


' me more thentheſe ? an{wereth pnely conceraing the | 
truth; being asked of ghe qua ity, anfwerenh eng!y 
conecrning the gualitie,Lor dit hou kpoweſt thut iT lone | 
thee. For the quantity , it matters not ſo much with 
thee :.None louesthee ſo much as he ougar : bur for 
the {incers. quali-ie which: is;atingll with. thee, | | 
2s for thaz,, I apperls, gpxby ſelfe. Hence it igrhar, 
wheze the,Scri; ture ſpeaketh of perfeGtion , ftisrg: 
be viderſtood of ſinceritie inthe feeling of imper- 
f{cian,and.in an,carneſt grfirjng, and aſpiring atter; | 
| Pertectigne, Ihoſe.rhat.in, :Q0ne place are laid to bee ICtron 37. 
perfeQ; ia angther, by. way gf ex polition, are faid?o efcerward, 
be vpright. verſe 38. | 
3+ Where ſincerite is, there God both covers 
and-cxres all other infirmities., As hypocriſie drow- 
netch many excellent Graces , ,and cauſerh God ro | 
rake no notice of them ; ſa contrarily ſinceritic ma- 
ay grofle infirmities, and by; drawing the eye of 
God.roit ſe]fe , canſceth.it rowinkear them. How. | © 
. | many infirmitics ſcaped. from-the igQod | 
David? His numbring the people , his cox 
ting madnefſe, his collaſton with Achi, 
anger , .and- ftuxigus ſwearing and vawing th 
of Nabal., and.his vaiuſt deating frith good'p 
Mepiboſheth. Theſe things were finges, yer liner 
| tie was a'Vaue vnto them, Becauic, [tnceritie vas 
| not {o ſhaken-gy his orkes Gnpes,. as in his murther 
andaqulteriea;God:ihatrggeoſome.tpeciallnatice | 
of ws laſt, yoRldirake\ngne at al of cheother. | 
| 3:8 Tok The | 
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The heart of David, ſaith the Scripture, wes vprizht 
in all things, ſaue in the matter of Vriah, When art He- 
zehiahs Paſſcouer , there Ind beene ſomewhat in 
ſome of rhe people their reparation , yet Hezekiah 
charirably preſuming of the ſinceritie, and honeſtic 
of their hearts, prayes thus for them : The good Lord 
bee merciful to bins that prepares his whole heart to 
ſe he the Lord God hoxgh hee be wot clen ſed arcording 
to the purification of the Sanfinarie. Lo how ſinceri- 


ry preuailed againſt rhe defeR of legall purification, 

ing more powerfull to draw Gods bleſſing, then 
the other his curſe.Some of Aſaes infirmiries having 
beene mentioned by the Holy Chofſt, as rhar rhe 
high places were not raken'away, yet the concluſion 
is , Tet his heart was vpright towerds the 'Lord all 
his dayes. Lo how all other hisinfirmiries are cone- 
red with the Mantle of fincerity.Contrarily in Fehu, 
wee may obſerne; how the Holy Ghoſt after a large 
deſcription of many excellene things done by him, 
doth ar laſt as ic were draw a crofle line, and blot our 
all ſpoken before withthis conclufiony By# Tehu 7e- 
garded not to walke ii the Law of the Lord with all his 
heart. E © how all other 'his graces are. buried in the 
grane of an voſound heart : Great ver7xes not ſweet- 
ned-with finceritie, are no ornaments vntovs : And 
greati9/irmities, not ſoured with hypocriſie, areno 


great &-formities. Thoſe God acknowledges nor,thele | 


God impntes nor, 
4. Neither doth God couer onely”, bur in time 


cure alſo ſincerities imperfe@ions; gluing ir ſtrength | 


and daily exerciſe of grace to preuaile againſt them. 


| For the eges of the Lord behold all the earth to ſhew 
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/ imsſelfe ſtrong with them that are of wpright heart. 
Howloeuer they may be weake in them(clues, yet 
chey ſhall feele Gods ſtrength perfetting it ſelfe in 
their weakneſſe. Forasit is in the Pſa/me, with the | prat.ze.x5. 
vpright thou wilt be vpright; thou wilt nor faile him 
in his need. No, The Lord is neere to them that call |Pſalanq5 18, | 
vpen him $ hat call »por him in truthhe is necre with | 
the powerfull preſence of his Spirit,to help them in 
all rheir needs, to relecue and ſuccour them againſt 
all rheir. inficmities and remptations. Whereupon 
che Pſalmiſt prayes : Noe gooa, O Lord, to them that |Plal.nn5.4+ 
| are true in heart ; yea, and aſſures vs out of his owne | p,q .. ,_ 
experiencethat God s good 70 Tſrael;euen in the mid-| *** 
deft of affliction and remprarion , but whar Iſrael? | 
to the pure in heart. And Part promiſerh ſuchas are | Rom16.49,2% } 
ſemple to exill, thar is ſincere-hearted, that rhey ſhall 
| notalwayes be held captiue vnder rheir infirmities, 
bur at length Sathanſhall bee crod vnder theis feer. | 
It is the wont of the Lordro- reward the ſinceritic 
of alirtle grace, with abundance'of great graces. 
| Nathawiel.," before his comming to, Chriſt, could 
have no great knowledge, yer being atrue Iraelire, 
void of guile , Chrift farther inlighrens him, giues 
himthe ſight of rhe true Meſſzah, not onely bodily, | 
bur ſpirtoall, indues him-wirh true faich, and promi- 
ſes him ſtill-greater matters. Alas,the weake anddim 
knowledge that rhe poore Eunuch, and Cornelius | nas 81g. | 
had in the myftery of godlineſle : yer becaule ac- 
cording to. the poore meaſure of knowledge they 
had, they worſhipped God ſincerely, an Evangeliſt 
was ſent ro rhe one, and both an Angell, and an 
Apoſtle ro-the other , bringing the reward _ 
ACC | 
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ſinceririe in their hands, the clearer ligkr of the Go- 
ſpell, anda fuller Jargeſſe of ſpirituall gifts. For as 
the curſe of God is vpon hypocriſte, todecreaſe and 
| deftroya grear deake, a grear ſtocke of grace; ſothe 


| bleſfing of God is'vpon ſincerige, roincreaſe the lit- | 


' rle ſtocke,rhe rwo Mires.the graine of Muſtard -lced 
of ſinceririe.So that as inthe outward eſtate ,, ſoallo 
' inrrhe inward.it is true which che Propher ſpeaketh 
of rherrne child of God. A /ittle wnto the righteous 
is better than great riches to the wicked. For as Gods 
curſe blowes vpon the great Reuenues of wicked 
men.1o thar they often fall into decay, and are for- 
ced asthe Plalmiſtſaith, ro come and borrow,euen 
| of the godly man, who is poorer, thar is , hath 
; not ſo much as they : ſoalfo iris in the ſpirituall ri- 
ches of rhe Hypocrites graces, compared with the 
 vpright Chriftiaris, Their great>Gifrs they have 
proſper not :'in rhe time of their rroublethey are 
glad ro borrow as it were of poore men, tocraue 
comfort and reliefeof meaner Chriſtians, nor ſo 
richly gifted as cthemſclues-: like as rhe fooliſh Vir- 


ginsin the Parable , for allthe (great blaze of their! 


| Lampes, werefaine ro beg 'Olle of the wiſe. Hence. 
| 


(4r isrhtar che vprighe mans little portion of grace, is 
| 5errer then the greaterſhareol rhe Hypocrite ; be- 
| caute it 21urines in hishands, and by hjs good huſ- 
; bandry quicklyriſes ; the ſecrer curſe of God ,. as a 
| Moath ,” eating vp. and waſting the other, Is not a 
lireie Spring betrer then a great Pond? Yes, For in 
Sommer; when rhe great Pond is dried vp.the Jirele 


| Sprine (134 10)d8 cut and does vs feruice; $9 4s ir 
{with tie graces of fincertrie. Though they arebur 
little | 
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[lis tle. asthe - Oile inthe Crule, andthe Meale in the 
| Barrell of the Sareptan W iddowzyer they hane ſuch | 
a ſpring, tharas ſhee held our in the Famine , when | 
many of betrer eſtate, in all likelihond perithed : ſo 
when theproud Hypocrite , thar had ten talents, i, 
broken , and hath brought his ten talents to none, 
yet-the humble ſincere Chriſtian , thar had but rwo 
calents continues til] , and hath brougat his rworo 
foure-, his fue ralents40 ren.And what is the reaſon 
of this increaſe ? Even hisſinceri: ic. Beranfe thou 
bait beene faithjull , faich ovr Sauiour , #2 alittle, 
I will make thee ruleroner much. Surcly Daril, as all 


all: : for the kingaome of heaurn. in The firſt beginning, 
is but as a graine of Muſtard-ſeed : yet in ſhort ſpace 
of time , that his litcle faithfully imployed, and 
_ busbanded , b:ougar {9 admirable an en- 

reaſe,thar the. poore Pr entife got before the richeſt | 
Mercheod! ia this kipde , even \ the Teachers them- 


\ſelues, andthe graue Sages , and.acient Fathers, | 
;that had of along time krowne him that was from the 
beginning , were of his old acquaintance , and wee 
#13 Chriſt long before him, 1, the orher day a poore |: 


| PUNy 5 
then al my Teachers, for all their grcear readl 1g, ye 


brhen al ll my Ancients . for all their long experi2nce. 
migh t this come tOpalle: ? Þ ecanſe T kept thy el «6. 


'Bur how 
precepts, namely, in fiaceriic. 7 his I ſaid, ith hee. 
namely, the grace rocemember the. Name of Godin 
che night,co make his ſtaturcs my ſongs inthe houſe 
of my pilgrimage, &c, Seca f; Tkept 1h, precepts. 

5. Sinceritic as it leſſens ſomething our euill,foirs| 


other Chriſtians, had no gre: ic ICCKE tO begin with- | 


ame ! 
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| lives by his hands , hauing beene fairhfull in thar 


| trarily che want of ſincerity maketh talents as light 


CO —_—_ 


The deceit fulneſſe of Mazs beart. 


amplifies and addes to the glory of our good adti- 
ons, euen ſuch as are but of the lower ſorr. T here is 
not the meaneſt ation whatſocuer, which ſinceritie 
will not ſer a faire gloze vpon, and procure ir thar 
grace in the eyes of God, that in ſome reſpetts ir 
ſhall bee matchable euen to workes farre greater , 
in their owne Nature. A poore labouring man that 


place, and perforwing ſincere obedience therein to 
God, may have as much comfort on his death-bed, 
as the beſt Miniſter and Magiſtrate , whoſe ſeruice 
yet is in it ſelfe farre more honourable. Yea, if his 
ſinceritie in his calling be greater then rheirs is in 
theirs, his comfort alſo ſhall bee greater. For God 
regards nor ſo much the marrer, as the forme of our 
obedienceznot ſo much the thing that wee doe , as 
the affeftion wherewith wee doe ir. Where ſince- 
ritie is, there in the meaneſt workes that are , roge- 
ther with them , the heart is giuen to God, And 
the more a man giues of his heart ro God, the more 
acceptable is his worke. The Widdowes mite could 
weigh bur light:bur her heart weighed heauie. And 
lo her heart being pur to hermite , gaue it weight 
aboue tlie greater, but farre more heartleſle,largeſſe | 
of the Phariſee Sinceririe is ro our workes,as ſpirit 
is to our bodies, makerh ir farre berter, then a grea- 
ter , where there is more fleſh , bus leſle ſpirir. O 
rareand exce!lent vertue of finceritie, which can 
make light drammes , and barly cornes as maſlje 
and ponderous;, as the huge talent. Whereas con- 


! as feathers. Hypocriſie,ſuch is the filth of it, inba- 
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'ſerh the pureſt mertals, and turnerh very Gold, yea 
' precious ſtones into ruſtie Iron; Conrrarily, fince- 
 ritie in an excelient kind of Alchzmie turnerh Iron 
into Gold,and as once our Sautour, water into Wine. 
Hypocriſie cauſerh the moſt glorious Workes of 
Almes, Prayer, Preaching,with great indignation to 
be reieted: Sinceririe the pooreſt works of keeping 
ſheepe, (weeping the houſe, &c. with great fauout 
ro bee accepted, Sinceritie then is al} in alLA ſincere | rutioreftin cor 
_ , is better then an vnſound 1rdas. As in the [994 4g7tw/e- 


. . j neus,quam lijfi» 
paturall bodie,ro vſe Saint Awſtens compariſon , the | ,y,,911m ns 


caſe of the ſound finger is ſaterthen of the blindiſh | :« exigna que- 


and cannot doe (uch feruice as the eye, it is not of | ,,,1mwm poret!- 

that admirable nimbleneſſe and quickneſle , nor | amen mel 

cannot guide and dire& the whole bodie, as the - bo. 4-0" 

”T , 

[ <YE dorh. And yet it is better to bea tinger, and to | znaw ocutum 
be ſound, then tobe an eye, and to be. dimme , and | Ye & perturba 

darke, readie to fall out of the head, Betterin Gods ITS 

Family to be a faithfulldoore-keeper, and foro be | :33, 

fare tro hold ourplace, then ro bee an vnfairhfull 

Steward, and ſo with him in the Goſpell, robe thruſt ; 

our, and come tothe danger of begging. When wee |, , 

come ro die, itis nor the greatneſle , or rhe mulri- _ 

rude of thoſe good Workes which wee haue done 


bur rhe gnod diſpoſition of an honeſt and ſincere 


in ſtead. The Plalmiſt pronounces them blefled 
|chatare vpright in their way. Hee maketh no choice 
; ofthe way,he doth nor ſay : Bleſſed arethey that are 
; vpright in the way of the Mintterie , or the Magi- 


eye. The finger indeede is bur a little ſmall thing, |" —_— | 


_— , in the doing of them, that muſt then ſtand vs 5 


ſtracie,bur ſpeaking indifferently of any way allow- 
| | able 
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ate by the Word, be ic neuer fo ſimple or meane, 
Pſal.t19-7. | hefaith : bleſſed are the vprighr in their way, what- 
| foeuerirbe ; be itbutto be a Drudgeina Kirchin, 
 yerhee that is vpright in his way is blefſed ; as con- 
| trarily hee thar is vnupright in a fairer and more 
| lorious way, as the way of Apoſtleſhip, is curſed. 
God lookesnor ſomuch rorhe way , as to thy foot 
' in walking in the way. Ler the way be neuer ſo 
| meane., yer no diſcomfort, if thou walke in it vp- 
| rightly : ler it be neuer ſo glorious, yer no comforrt, 
ifrhou walk in it halrinoly. Therefore Eze{za/being 
| {trucken with that rhunderbolt of the ſentence of 
dearh., whar was his comfort ? Euen this,the conſci- 
I ence of his ſincere; 0 Lord,thox knoweſt Thave wal- 
— hed with an vpright heart : This was his onely re- 
fage. Thongb thoſe good workes he had done were 
in cegard of his calling of the higheſt note, the re- 
ſtoring of therrue worſhip of God , the purging of 
rhe defiled Temple and Prieſthood : yet hee doth 
| ner comfort himſelfe with rheſe ſo worthy workes; 
| O Lord, thou knoweft I have cleznſed thy Sanctua- 
| rie,credted rhy worſhip, repaired the decayed wals 
' of Teruſalem, renued the glory and beaurie of thy 
| $702 : no, but withont jnſtancing in any particulars 
' he had done, hee mentions onely the manner of do- 
; ing, his ſinceritic of affection in all his doings , T have 
. walkeJ before thee with a perfe@ heart. So, how 
| many and glorious were the Workes of Paul , his 
Miracles.his Preaching, planting of Churches, Con- 
| uerſion of Sinners, (tering of Perfecutions 2 ytr 
| | reaie wing his !ife , Whar was his chiefeſt comforrt 7 
Curt. | [Lot ys heare himfelfe ſpeake : This 3s oxr reiogeing,, 
not 
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 clenſed rhe Lepers, by the thunder of my preaching 
cauſed Sathan to fall downe from Heauen like light- 
' ping; (no none of all theſe were his comfort: ) but 
! that 3n ſcoplicitte , and godly puren:ſſe, wee have had 
| oxr comerſation ins the world. Hence it was that the 
| Apoſtles when they returned to Chriſt rcioycing in 
]rheir victory ouerthe Deuill were checked,and bid- 
| den ro retoyce notin any other rhing ,. then. in that 
| which euery. ſincere Chriſtian though neuer fo 
meane and contemptible may reioyce in as well 
as they , namely thar their names were written in 
Heauen. 

6. The ſpeciall hatred and: antipathie thar is in 


| God againſt deceirfulnefſe, ſhould bee a ſtrong mo- 


riue vnto Sinceritie. There can be no vaionbetwixt 
God and the Hypocrite , in regard of rhe grear dil- 
ſimilirade of diſpofitions.. Gad is fingle 5 and hee 
is double : chauing a heart and'a heart, and there- 
fore cannot bee as David, 2 man according to Gods 
heart. The Hypocrite is crooked , and Gog is 
ſtraighr : And how will you compact. together , 
and make ceuen, ſtraight and crooked ? How can 
there bee friendſhip berwixt-them that are cuery 
'way of contrary ditpoſitions:? Bur where there is 
|likenefſe of manners,there ealuly will hearts be glued 
'and riveted together. Now the vpright in heart 
'are according to Gods owne heart , and therefore 
'as Salomon (ayes, they are his delight. The Lord 
ſolouerh the truth in che inward parts, that hee 
| himſelfe with his owne mourh will commend, yea, 
and admire the true Iiraclites:Behold 2 true Tſraelite., 


| X =— _ 
!notchat wee haue caſt ouc Deuils, healed the ſicke, 
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| ſaid our Lord of Nethawiet. Though finceritie lurke 

| with 82#4, and care nor for being beheld, yer God 

| bringsir forth ro light, and bids others behold it. So 

| true isthat of the Apoſtle,that rhe true Iewes pre 

| 5 of God. Was it thought ſucha matter for Achilles 

| ro haue the Poet Homer deſcriber of his vertues ? O i 

; theglorythen of the ſincere Chriſtian , thar ſhall 

| bxue Cod himſelfe the Trumperter of his prayſes ? | 

| But hee lothesand abhorresrhe Hypocrite , even as 

the ſtomacke doth luke-warme warer, hee diſtaſtes 

him as much as hee doth the' grofſe and open offen- 

| ders. Therefore it is that hee yokes them with ſuch 

; in rheir puniſhment. Doe good, O Lord, to the true 

| i3 heart : but thoſe that turne aſide by their crooked 

' wayes, them (that is, Hypocrites) the Lord ſhall lead 

| away with the workers of iniquitie, yea,and reproach- 

 erh rhem with their name, when hee inflits the pu- 

 niſhmenr, Dep [rt yes workers of zniquitie. Therefore 

Ir is alfo, that when he would threaten a man a gric- 

Rcuel.z.46, | yous punifſhmentindeed, hee fayes, hee will gine him 

| his portion with Hypocrites. And indeed the Hypo- 

 crites puniſhmenr muſt needes bee verie grieuous , 

: _ [ ſincehee muſt bee fpued out of Gods mouth. Now | 

_ : ow os | rhe baſeſt places that are, wee thinke good enough 

otcntationerreh | ©O Caſt vp our gorge in. So odious is the Juke-warme 

laudem la.bry- | Hypocrite in the eyes of God, that in fome re- 

mafundit, 944 gard hee can berrer away withrhe ftarke colde A- | 
queer poralts x 4 

fudiopatcbri- | theiſt , and openly prophane and ſcandalous Epi- 

'ndin;s colloca- | curet as who would nor rather haue an open, then a 

tr /upri 39! ſecret and friend-like Enemie. Chryſoſtome (ayes 

6anvar. | well, that ſhee is a worſe woman thatin Hypocriſie 

Hlurres her face with teares, that ſhee might bee 

 tudged 
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nid an humbled Penitentiarie , then ſheethar 
| beautifies it with painted colours that ſhee mighr 


{ſame proportion of reaſon , wee may ſay that God 
more hateth the Popiſh Phariſaicall pining of the 
bodie by counterfeit Faſting , then the Epicuriſh 
Pampering of the bodie with Gluttonie and Belly- 
cheare : So out of conceit is God with Hypocriſte. 
And this hee ſhewes moſt apparantly, in that hee 
will not endure hee ſhould come neere him in any 
ſeruice , or Sacrifice of Prayer or prayſe. For his 
ſharpe noſe eaſily diſcerneth , and is offended with 
the ſtinking breath of his rotten lungs , though his 
wordsbe neuerſo ſented and perfumed with ſhewes 
of holineſſe, 

.-. And as in other regards God thinkes him 
vnft to come neere him, ſo ſpecially in the fun&i- 
on of the Miniſterie. Some ſuch indeed have come 
neere him, as :1#4as amongſt the Apoſtles, burhee 
hath often caft them out with reproach, as vnſauou- | 
rie Salt, into the Dnnghill.Whatſoever their other 
ſufficiencies, and in-ablements may bee, yet their 
want of a ſound heart makes God hold them vn- 
worthy of this honourable Calling. For this is the 
ſpeciall thing required of the Diſpoſers of Gods 
ſecrets, that exery man be found faithful : Therefore 
when Simon Magus would have been medlinghere, 
Simon Peterehruſt him away , and told him plainly, 
' Thou haſt no part or fellowſhip in this miniſiratios : 
And marke the reaſon why; For thine heart is not 


bee reputeda faire and lonely creature. Andin the | 


{ 


| 


q 
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right in the fight of God. But though all, with this 


Simoz , are notthus kept out , yer God ſhewes his 
Cc diſlike 
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diſlike of them ſome ocher wayes, either caſhiering| 


je 


and their Miniſterie vile and contemprtible : for the 
Lord will be ſanGified in ther that come neere him , if | 
not in the ſeacerity of their ſonGification,yct certain- | 
ly tn the ſezerity of their condemnotion, | 
8 Andasthe Hypocrite is thus ynfit for God, ſo 
alſo forall good mean to haue any thingto doe with; 
ſuch blemiſhes are they, and indeed the very botches| 
of any Chriſtian ſociery,Lydia deſired Pawl and Sylss 
vpon no other codition to enter into her houſe.,then 
this;if they had iudged her faithfull: And Davzd ha- 
uing prayedfor the ſweer company and communion 
of the godly, Let ſuch as feare thee turne vnto me and 
ſuch as kgow thy teſtimonies, immediately addeth an- 
other Prayer : Let my heart be vpright in thy ſtat utes, 
that I may never be aſhamed. Infinuating thereby, thar 
hee ſhould be vofit for the company of Gods chil-] 
dren, vnlefſe his hearr were vprighr. As therefore in 
che former ſpeech he prayed forthe company of the 
godly , ſo inthe Jatrer, for that which might make| 
him meet for their company, ſo that hee might hold 
out in that blefled fellowſhip wichour being aſha- 
med,when in the end for wantof ſtnceriry he ſhould 
be ſhaken off by his companions : And againe, the 
ſame Prophet deſcribing what kinde of Court hee 


eth from it the deceirfull perſon, and makes choice 
onely of the faithfull : Mine ezes ſball be to the fait h- 
full of the Land, that they may dwell with me. Hee that 
walketh ina perfe way, hee ſhall ferne mee. There ſhall 
no deceitful perſon dwell within my How ſe. | 


a. Agatne | 


_ 
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9. Againe, Hypocriſte is ſo loathed by God, that 
be grudgeth ir the leaſt ſucceſſein any thing it goeth 
about. 70s ſounes hauing treacherouſly (old their 
brother, would yer couer their ſtance, as with a lie, | 
fo with afained hypocriticall conſolation of their 
mournefull olde Father : But with all their words 
could they notin the leaſt fort cheare himvp;They 
| were bur miſerable comforters, becauſe faragea.Hence 
it is that the bleſſing of God is not fo viuall, nor ſo 
large,vpon the labour of Hypocrites, though neuer 
ſo wellqualified, as of ſincere Preachers, though o- 
therwiſe of meaner gifts. If#how wilt turne vnto mee, 
thou ſhalt connert, (axd God to Jeremy. Andthis is gi- 
'uen as the reaſon of Tohn the Bapriſts ſo great ſuc- 
ceſſe in converſion of Sonles. becauſe he ſhould haue 
the ſound and powerfull ſpirit of E/z45. He ſhall cop- 
#ert Jaith the Angell to Zachary, many of the children 
of Iſrael to their Lord God. Why ſo? For he ſhall goe 
before him not in the ſpirit of hypocriſie but is the ſpirit 
aud power of Eligs,SO where the good hand of God is 
notedin the ſucceſſe of Rſraes iourny, this reaſon is 
giuen thereof,cuen Eſracs faithfull & honeſtheartro 
God-ward.He came to Irruſalem according to the good 
hand of his God that was 2pos him. For Ezra had preps- 
| red bus heart to ſeekthe Law of the Lord,ed to do it,edc. 

10. Well, bur this ſometimes befalls finceritie, 
forits further triall,to be denied ſ\uccefle,Godforbid 
yet that any one ſhould be indged an hypocrite for 
( wantof ſucceſle; thiswould argue want of charitie 
and iadgement: bur to fee the miſery of an Hypo- 
crite in the want of ſucceſſe, & the happinefſe ofrhe 
ſincere profeflorin:the ſame caſe. For the-one hath 

o.f] Cc 2 com- 
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comfort in the conſcience of his ſinceritie:the other 
is vexed and tormented with the guilt of hi vn- 
ſoundneſſe , and rakerh this puniſhment as a iuſt re- 
bake thereof. The vnſound Miniſter , let his paines 
be neuer ſo great, his preaching neuer ſo profitable, 
yet, ifirtake not , hath juſt cauſe to lay the blame 
not vpor: his hearers, but himſelfe.For well may he 
thinke with himſelfe: How ſhould I looke that God 
ſhould grace words comming from a corrupt and im- 
pure heart, with the attendance of his holy Spirit ? 
But ſuch Miaifters , as in the want of fucceſſe, are | 
priuie to themſclues of their owne ſinceritie, they 
may ſay with Pod, 2.Corinthians 3.4.5. TfourGoſpell 
bee bid , it ts hid to them that periſh. Why fo ? For 

wee preach not our ſelues,but Chrift Teſus the Lord,and 
our ſelues your ſeruants for Tefus ſake.Marke how the 

Apoſile alleadgerh his ſinceritic in the diſcharge of 
his Minifterie, as a reaſon of comfort, when ir pre- 

uailed nor, aſluring himſelfe vpon this ground, rhar 

the fault was in the hearers themſelues , and not in 
him, or ia his preaching. The Hypocrites facceſfe 

then is eithernone at all, or comfortleſſe, and ſo as 
good as none. Forall the ioy of his ſacceſſe is daſhed 
with the conſcience of hisowne h ite. Where- 

as the ſincere Chriſtian as he is vader the promiſe of | 
ſucceſſe,and ſo often harh ir : fo when for inſt canſes 
God leesitnot fir ro accompliſh this hispromiſe;be- | 
ing onely conditionall, yet then hath he more com- 
fart in bisſrccefſeles ſrnceriieghen the hypocrite for 
his life cap haue ir-his moſt: ſwcceſſefill-and happieſt 
kypooriſie. Yea, the ſincere Chriſtian, being a beho]- 
der of his ſucceſſe,often carries awayall the comfort 


* I there-, 
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'rhereof, when the miſerable Hypocrite himfelfe is | 


! Teftdry-and defticute. The ſucceſle of agood worke 
done in fincgriry,is ſpecially cofortable.ro the wor- 
ker hinwfelts, aboue that it.is. to-orhers, Conrtrarily. 
' char comfort which isinthe ſucceſſe of anhypocriti 
| call good work is wholly others,the workman him- 
; ſelfe harhnor che 1caſt ior. Hence S. Pal, rhough | 
| thefalſe Apottlcs were his aduerſories, and preached 
| of euie to vex him, and thought lictle of proffiding 
| mattrerof comfort for him , yer he retoyced in their 
preaching, and the fruit thereof, Whereas yer they 
| rhemſclugs, preaching onely of vain-glory and con- 
| tention, could not haue the lealt comfer:c tizereby. 
tx Laſtly,in all dangers, tryals, and remprations : 
| Sincerity maketh vs valiant & couragious, begetring i 
| in vsthe true,manly,generous, and heroicall ſpirits, | 


\ 
| 


| euen that Lzo#-/ikeboldnes (poke of in the Prouerbs. | Proc28.k. 


| It isnor put our of countenance wirh the falſe accu- 
| ations of flanderous tongues. It throweth them off, 
as Paul did che Viper vnhurr:; yea,in a holy ſcorning 
ic laugheth ar them, as the wilde Aſc in ob doth at 
the horſe & the rider.No,no,:heb-ctt-plare of righ- 
rcouſneſſe.the brazen wall of a good conſcience fea- 
reth no ſucharrowes.Ir faich with Paul, Tpaſſe not for 
mans indeement. Though mine aduerſary ſhould write | 
4 Book againſt me would Inot take it p01 my ſhonl cer, | 
and bind it as a cr Wye onto mee? (aich Tob. Yea: fur 
rher ſaith that holy man, Twil/ tell him the nimber of 
my goings,1 will acquaint him with my whole lite, & 
ler him picke what hee can thereour, ſo little doe 1 
know by my ſelfe:O the confidence of ſincerity | Yea, 
| yet further, Iwil/ come veto him,notas a guilty trem- | 
EI bling | 
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bling ſlaue,bur a5 4 Prince, that being ſtrongly gvar- 
Jedborh with armed men , and his Subicat? ſt | 
and imboldned with the might and righe6f his owne 
power, walks ſecurely,and without feare. Orhe no- 
ble ſpirirs of {imceririe!And indeed every true Chri- 
ſttan,beinga (pirituall Prince , hath the ſpirit of che 
beſt Prince, as hauingrhat Princelypriulledge of a 
n_ guard, the guard of the Angels without, & of 
a good conſcience within, the peace whereof,as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh , is in ſtead of a. guard againſt ad- 
uerſary power. Shall now ſucha Prince,ſoguarded, 
regard the enmitie of any? feare threatnings of any, 
rhough neuer ſo niighry?No., Well may others feare | 
him, as Herodand Saw, proud Tyrants did; the one 
Tohz, his poore Minifter,&#ow?ng Gaith the Scripture 
he was a iuft maz,and 8 holgxtbe other Daxid,his poore 


| God; neither yer him ſlauiſhly. God hath wot ginen | 


'vs the ſpirit of feare, but of power and loue , and of 4 
| ſound mind,faith the Apoſtle; oppoſing the ſpirit of 
feare to the ſpirit of ſoundnesand ſincerity. And in- 
deed,asthere is nothing more botJrhen a ſound con- | 
ſcience; ſo nocthing- more baſe, or ſooner abaſhed, ' 
'rhen an vnſound conſcience deſtiture of this ſince- | 
rity. E/i4h in his rags had the heart to goe meer Ahab | 
1 his robes, and Da»/d in the ggjdit ofall his repro- | 
 ches, had the face to profeſfe rhe Name of. God be- | 
tore Kings and Princes, withour:euer being blanked | 
at their prefence, For, leta man beenever ſo much | 
deiccted, this fincerxie will reuiue , and refreſh his | 
fpirir , aadput new life into. him. Contrarily Peter, 
; hen he ruſhed in the preſumption of his ___ | 
| eart | 


——_——__ 
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[heart, into danger, withour rhis fence and forrtifica | 
tion, how daſtardly a coward ſhewed hee himſelfe ? | 
See how (mall a thing daunted him ; cuen rhe words 
of a poore filly Wench. Who yetafterward ; clo- | 
thed with this armour , was ſo {tour and manly , 
char nor the High-pricſthimſclfe, nor all his priſons, 
nor puniſhments whatloeuee,could any thing appall 
him. So in the affiiftions ſent by God, O the rc liefe | 
that then Sinceritie yeelds within , when all other | 
thingsfaile vs ! This cauſerh vs ro lifc vp our head: | | 
| with ioy, when others are at their very wits end for 
| feare. The Hypocrite in peace and fecuritie , may” 
| ſeemeſtrong and valorous , bur Jer God by ſome af 
| Aition drag him our, as it were by the cares, from 
| his lurking hole, and convent him before his Tribu- 
| nall, and thouſhalt nor ſee any thing more abject or 
| hearrlefſe.Thea is rhar of rhe Propher verified : The}. _ 
ſinners in Sion are aſtaid.a feare is come among the Hy. | YO | 
pocrites? Who among 7s ſhall dwell with the dexonring 
fire 2 Who among vs ſhall dwell with the enerlaſting 
| burzings 2 Butthe ſincere heart, cuen- in this caſe, | 
| holds out confident andcomfortable. When Chriſt 
ſeemed to ſet himſelfe againſt” Peter , androcall thc 
| rruth of his profetſion introqueſtion, witlithar three- | 
fold pinching demand, Simon, Loxeſt thou me? Peters | loh.2y,15,16. 
fairhtull hearr ſtill held.ir owne , and oner-came in ' 
' thar wreſtling , Lozd, thou knoweſt T lone thee. O rhe | 
| boldnes of ſincerity,that dares make God the 1:dee.! 
| when he makes bimſelfethe-acraſer ! When Toh had. 
 againithim noronely the Deuill his enemy . puth- | | | 
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| ing at him with his poyſoned. weapons, but even 
his owne friends, (courginghim wich their tongues, 
CC 4 yea. |: 


= ——_ hc md _—_————_ had. a ” 


—— ——— 


PF 


| Sinceritic, 


Gen,t. 
Heban- 
Gcn 17- 


| 


lob 27,56 


Meanes rog t 


rea, his owne wife athorne pricking him in the eye; 
vea.his own God , milcrably laſhing his naked ſoule 
wich Scorpions , what was it that relieued him a- 
zainſt all theſe , bur the remembrance of his owne 
vprighrneſſe in the courſe of his life by-paſt ? And 
-herefore hee ſaid , Vntill I die I will nexer take away 
"ty innocency from my ſelfe. My heart ſhall not reprooue 
ne for my dayes. Who now would want ſuch a com- 
panion,ſuch a friendas Sinceririe is, and that ſtickes 
{o cloſe vatovs, and yeeldeth ſuch ſweet comfort, 
cuen in our ſoreſt tryals,and hardeſt ſtraights ? 

Here then happily (ome, feeling the want. of this 
o neceſſary a grace, will enquire concerning the 
\Teanes to attaine thereto, H; 

The firſt meaes 15, for a man alwayes to poſlcſſe his 
heart with the apprehenſion of Gods prc ſence, and 
okeepe ir in his feare continually , fo walke . as E- 
noch did with God, as being in hiseye ; and with Mo- 
es, ſecing him that is inuiſtvle. 1 a/ke before mee , 
ich God to Abraham , and be wpright. Firſt, Walke 
before me,(er thy ſelfe in my preſence, behold my al- 
ſeeing eye.thar ſeeth inthe dark, eucn inthe darkeſt 
corners of the heart, andthen he »pright. This ap- 
prchenfion of Gods preſence will quaſh and cruſh 


cuen the very firſt rifings of hypocriticall thoughts. | 


Whar ? God ſees mee, a:dſhall I dare rodally with 
him ? If bur a man, nay, if but a childe could looke 
inro my hearr , I dutſt not deale doubly and deceir- 


fully:How then may I dareto doe ſo,when the God | 
of Heauen is preſent and beholds mee? Hypocriſiec | 


riſerh from rhe ſecrer Atheiſme of the heart, where- 
by hee ſaich : T»ſ, nome ſeeth. And in this regard 


— 
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Ananias and Saphira,apaire of noble Hypocrites,are 
ſaid ro tempt God in their hypocriſie,rhat is, ro make 
rryall ofhim, whether he were preſent euerxy where 
or no,and ſo knowing all things were able to reueale 
their hypocrifie. And for the ſame cauſe did Peter 
rellchem , that they lyed rot to men , but tothe Holy 
Ghoſt; becauſe they thought they were our of Gods 
hearing, and onely Peter, and they with him, heard 
them. Therefore the Church in the Pſa/mes ſhew- 
eth how they were kepr in their fincericy,from dea 

ling falſlyin their couenant with God; becauſe they 
remembred thar God would ſearch ir , as being the 
Searcher of the heart. And Saint Pan/ notably ic ynes 


ord of God ; we play notthe Huckſters with it : bat 
2s of ſinceritie , as of God in the ſicht of Godſpeake wee 
| inChriſt. It is impoſhble for a man to ſpeake as in 
Gods preſence and nor tofpeake ſincerely. | 
A ſecond meares is, diligently to reuiew all our 
works of obedience,as once God did his of cfeation,, 
andto obſerve the peace and comfort of conſcierice 


Po rwo together, Wee make not merchandiſe of the | 


which we find, when we doe goodthings with good 
hearts, as on the contrary the trouble and difquier 
of mind when we doe otherwiſe. And withall when 
we take ourſelues thus rardy, in a holy indignation 
ro take revenge of ourlelues, iudgmng and condem- 
ning our ſeluesbefore the Lord. The very thinking 
of rhe after-reckonings we muſt come ro, when we 
{Hane done our worke, wil! make vs take heed how | 
we doit : For whos there thar vſeth for all his aQti- | 
ons, at the dayes end.to call himſelfe to a {euere ex- 

amination: as the hard Maſter doth his ſeruanrs.that 

[ | muſt 
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| muſt norneeds in the very midſt of his ations reaſon 
' thus with himſelfe? Anone all this which now I doe, 
| muſt very narrowly be looked ouer,if it be not done 
| fairhfidly and ſincerely, I ſhall ſmart for ir then ; O 
| rhe wrings and ſecret pinches which mine own guil- 
| tie heart will giue me; yea, the laſhes which by mine 
| owne cauenant I am ticd to giue my ſelfe,in caſe my 
worke be found blurred with hypocriſic ! Ir ſtands 
mee in hand therefore to looke to it, that though 
my worke.by reaſon of my weake skill.be bur mean, 
yet it may be cleane; though it benot fine, yet it may 
not be foule , being ſoyled and ſlubbered with the 
{]urre of a rotten heart. 

A third ayeazes, is true Humiliation of fpirit.- For 
where rhisis, rhere muſt needs be rhe deniall of oug 
' ſelues. And where there is true deniall of our ſelues, 
[there js nor hypocrifie z which teſtiftteth a man even 
| in ſeeking God, to ſeeke himfelfe, and inpreaching 
Chriſt, ro preach. himſelfe, And therefore the Apo- 
{tle oppoſing his owne fincere , to others deceitiull 
preaching.tfairh;##epreachzot our ſelues, but the Lord 
Teſus. This is the ground of all vaſoundneſle in Reli- 
' gion, this want of hymblingand denying our ſelues. 

For.hence it comes to paſſe,thart we are ſo carried & 
; {wayed,cuen in our-belt ations, with the reſpects of 
| eur ovneprayle and profit. Therefore S. Lxke notes 
| chat che wiſe builder, har is, the ſincere-Chriftian, 
| 4igs deepe ; namely, in a deepe humiliation of his 
| owne Soulez whereasthe fooliſh builder, that is, the 
Hypocrite, b»i/ds without foundation,thar is, enters 
vponthe profeſſion of Religion withour euer being 
rruly humbled and caſt downe for his —_ And 
| 1CNCE 
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hencethe building comes to bee vaſound , becauſe 
vafounded. Thar the heart then may ſtand vpright | voneftcorince- 
before God,it muſt firſt as it were make it ſelf croo- | 47 if ft 
| ked in ſtooping and bowing it ſelfe vnder his migh- Fs | 
tie hand in the exerciſes of Humiliation, -That the | 
heart may be whole,ir muſt firſt be rene and broken. | 
Corrupt and-impure Gold cannot be defecated and | | 
rid of the drofſe.rill ic be moulten and diffolued.Vn- 
ſound bodies, full of vicious humours cannorcome 
to any good eſtare,rillchey be well empried by pur- | 
gation : Crooked things-cannor bee made ſtraight | 
without the wringing of the hand. Humiliation is | | 
thar which melrs -vs, purges vs, wrings vs, and 10 
maxes vs of droſhe pure, of foggie ſound,of crooked 
ſtraight Chriſtians. Docſt thou then- deſire to be a | 
ſincere Chriſtian indeed, a true Diſciple of Ieſus | 
| Chriſt, tobefreed of all-vnſonnd mixtures ? thou | 
maſt firſt be broken and batrered in pieces by the | 
humbling hand of- God ; thou muſt remember rhy : | 
Maſters rule, If ay man be my Diſciple, let him denie | 
himfelfe. 
Lattly, ſincerity being oppoſedro mixture, asthe | g;,,,.. fne 
notation of the word teacherh,that which cleanſerh ' c:ra. Dona, 
'our hearts from the defilement of ſuch mixtures | | 
muſt needs make vs fincere. Now tt is Faith which | AQs19 o 
|purgerh and purifeth the heart. Faith then appre- | 
 jhendingrhe ſincerity of Gods loue in Chriſts death 
'to vs,and beholding rh:cre how Chritt gaue his heart 
to be pierced for vs,cannot but make vs returne the | 
| like ſincerity of heart and affection ro Ged, Thy /o- | biakiez- 
ing kindneſſe(aich Danid, is ever before me, namely, \ | 
,by the apprehention of my Faith ; therefore haue I 
| walked | Dh 
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| walhedi in in ily by truth. So Paul ſhewerh that ir was this 
' loue of Chriſt rowards him , which by his faich he 
 aoprehended and applyed ro himlelfe , that made 
; him deale1o fincerely.,and feeke onely Gods glory, 
 euenthen when rothe World hee might ſceme ro 


| | be made of Pride and vain-glory, ia preferring him- 


2.Cor.s. 13,145 
oper.ed. 


{clfe before the falſe Apoſtles. Whether wee bee mad 
ſaith hee, wee 76 mad to God, that i Is, when I thus 


| commend my lelfe , and boatt of mine owne Mini- 


i 


ſterie againſt others , and in ſo doing ſeeme mad to 
you , yerthen I reſpe& not my ſelfein {o doing, bur 
onely God and his glory: or whether wee are 11 0ur 
right minde.tnatis, vie tuch courſes as to you ſceeme 
wiſer, weare to you. Wee doe it faithfully for your 


| good, Now marke whatit was which made him to 
| doe ſo. For the lowe of Chriſt conſtraineth vs, becauſe 


we thus indee. that if one be dead for all, thew were all 
dead : And he? died for all, that they which line 
ſhould not henceforth line to themſelues, 
but to him that died for 
them. 


——— — 


{ward ſoundneſſe orfalſeneſſe, {o I may diſpenſe my 
Jrewards, and puniſhments accordingly, 


| . Thisis che coherence... | 
4. : _The' | 


Jan idle and. vaine knowledge, but therefore. doe I 
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The- anſwering of the ObjetHon which the deceitfull 
heart of man might gather ont of the former do» 
| Grine of the hearts deceitfulneſſe. 


Verſe 10. Tthe-Lord, ſearch, ec. 


- 


Pe} His Verie dependeth.vpon the former ,. as a 
 [r ſecret preuention of an ObjeGtion', which 
IS. ypon occaſion of the former doctrine of the 

hearts deceirfulneſſe, the wicked Jewes might make 


the heart be ſo immeaſurably and vaſcarchably de- 
ceirfull, that none can know ic,then-we truſt to doe 
well enough, for all the inward wickedneſſe and hy- 
pocriſie of our hearts. Forif none doe knowir.then 
nane can puniſh it. The Lords anſwer is, as if hee 
ſhould more largely thus haue. ſpoken; Nay, ſoft 
b while, you runne too faſt: The heare cannot be 
knowne of any creature, but 7the Lord,the Creator, 
haue apriuiledge aboue all creatures,throughly and 
perfealy to know the jnmoſt cornersof your hearts; 
And therefareneuer thinke that the clofeneſſe, and 
ſecreſie of your.corruption ſhall free you from pu- 
niſhmentz for my knowledge of your hearts is not 


know chem. that thereafter, as ſhall ſee theirin- 


againft the Prophets threatnings , in this manner : if | 
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 Theſence. Search and try} Thatis, moft cxaGtly 
know 3 A Mefonymie of the efficient : For by 
ſearching and trying, perfe& knowledge is attained. 
And withall an 4»thropopethy, thar is , a manner of 
ſpeech; whereby God for our better vnderſtanding, 
is made affeted like man : For God needs not any 
ſearching to come to knowledge of any thing , as 
mans ignorance doth; Bur hecauſe mens knowledge 
is beſt there,wherethe greateſt triall and ſearch barh 
beene made , therefore vnder this phraſe ir plea 
ſeth the Lord to fignifie his full and f own knows 
ledge. 

Hearts and reines] Thatis, boththoughts and af- 
fetions, the reines being the ſear of the ſtrongeſt 
affetion, namely, that which is for generation. So 
Prou.23-15.16. My ſonme,if thou be wiſe, my heart ſhall 
reiozce, and my reines ſhall leape for toy. 

To gine] Either reward of puniſhment : Accor- 
ding to his wayes. Sometime the word way, is taken 
more ſpecially for ſome ſpeciall courſe inthe car- 
riage of ſome particular atiion , as N#mbers 22.23, 
Indees 4.9. More commonly for the generall courſe 


and carriage of our whole liues , as Pſ#?.r19. r.Mar. 


10.5. So here; According to the fruit of his workes. Tf 
his workesbe good fruit, then reward ; ifeuill, then 
puniſhment. In the words thus opened, I confider 
two points. r. Gods &#owledge of our hearts, which 
& ſer forth by the exadaeſſe thereof, both in regard 
ofthe renwer, in words, ſearch end1ry, and in regard 
of the matter, heart and reines.' 2. The endof 'his: 
knowledge, That 1 yray gine, ec. ES 24; 
To beginne with the firſt. Tr is the-conftant 
—_ I III SSSON 
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dotrine of the Scriptures euery where,that it is pro- 
per to Godalone of himſclfe, zhrovgh/y , and exatZ+ 
lzto know the ſecrets of the hearts of men; and 
therefore denying this knowledge ro all others in 
the former Verſe, Who canknow it 2 Here hee chal- 
lengeth it to himſelfe, 7/he Lord know it. But I fay 
x. Of himſetfe , Becauſe by revelation from him , o- 
thers may know : as Chriſts bumanitie, 1ohs 2.24. \chn 4.24. 
But Teſus did not commit bimſelfe to them;For he knew | 
them all : And had no med that any ſhauld teſtifie of 
gan: for hee knew what was 38 man. Soalſothe Pro- 
pher. As 1.S4m7.9:19. 7 will tel] thee, ſaith Samwelto | + 
Saul, all that is in thine heart. No maruell ,* when |;.5am.g.19, 
{God had told him before. Thus Eliſbs ſaw the hol- 
[low and hypocriticall- heart of Gehezi, (Went not |1.Kingss. 
[ine heart with thee inthe ray ©) and Peter of Ang |Afts 5: 
zias and Sephire. So inthe Primitiue Church there 
were ſuch as had the ſpirit of diſcerning ; Burthar|, 6 
phraſe of the ſri? of diſcerning, ſheweth, that they Wy 
| diſcerned nor mens hearts of rhemſclues , butby a | 
fpeciall worke of Gods Spirit, diſcouering themto [ 
their eyes, and that vnleſle they had plowed with 
God Heifer, they could never haue found our rhe 
o ſecrer myſteries of deceirfull hearts. 2. I ſay thar 
| God onely knoweth the heart exa@hz and certwivhy : 
Becauſe man and Angels may know it conjeGfxraly, 
and by way of gueſſing. Prou.20.5. Counſel] in. the | | 
heart of man is like deepe water , but aman of 7:der-. 
Penagwls draw it eut, Here even natural] wiſdome 
is compared to a Bucker, which is able, being ler 
{downe into the deepeſt Well,to bring vp the waters | 
{rhereof. So though rhe heart of many men be full| - | 
| of 


Prou.29-5. 


| 
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Prou.20,2 6,27. 


1 Solus Dew ſolar 


neſcit ignaraus 
tiam-Et totes 
videt,e tolum, 
quis minime 
fallitur,quia Wi- 
wimeclaudit, 
quiaextraſe lus 
men non querit 
vt wvideat, Ipfe 
enzm eft qui vi- 
det 3 &F unde vi- 
det.Bern, 
Pſal139.2. 
Dcurt.31.214 


| of deepe deceit , and can cunningly couch paughti- 


'| ſo many couers for their wickedneſſe, to hide it from 
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nefſe,yera wiſe man by obſeruation of their counte- 
nance, geſture, ſpeeches, and ſuch like outward 
Ggnes will goe neere to diſconer them. And there- 
fore Sslomonafterwardin this Chapter,Yerſe 26. ha- 
uing ſaid, that wiſe Kirg ſcattercth the wicked , and 
canſeth the wheele to turne oner them becaule it might 
be faid, how can hee doe ſo, ſince wicked men haue 


the eyes of the World ? Hee addeth as anſweri 

this obie&ion;The foxle of man u ihe light of the Lord, 
and it ſearcheth all the bowels of the belly. So ſharpe is 
the noſe, euen of narurall fagacitie, that it is able to 
ſmell our, and ferrer out wickedneſſe, euen when it 


lurkesin her ſecreteſt holes, viing thoſe meanes I 
ſpake 'of , of diligent obſeruation , inquiſition , of 
comparing , and laying ſpeeches and actions toge- 
ther, and ſuch like. Bur now Gods eye needes no 
ſuch ſpeQaclesto looke into rheſe blinde corners of 
the heart : For hee hath a firie and flaming eye, 
which is both the 07gane and the Meaze of ſeeing, 
miniſtring light to ir ſelfe, to diſcerne all things. 
Whenceir is, that, asthe Plalmiſt excellently faith, 
Hee kroweth the thoughts afarre off ; long before 
there goe any outward ſignes in the face to bewray 
them, According to that which the Lord ſpeaketh 
of himſelfe concerning this knowledge ofthe 7(rae- 
lites hearts: I know hu thoughts enen now what he will 
doe, before Thring him into the Land which I ſware - 
Whereas the wifeſt men know them onely when 
they are neere at hand, when they are readie to | 
breake out at our faces, eyes, mourhes. So that ny 

| this: 
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ehis regard wee may 1uſtly ve rhat of che Propher, 
Am TGOD meere hand onely, and not alſo afar off? | tera3-:3.. 
Yes Lordthou muſt needs be a God afarre off, who 
knoweft our thoughts fo farre off, euen before wee 
know them our (clues; yea, before euer we had any 
being our ſehues. Whereas we poore blindcrearures | 
cannot ſeerthe heart, vnleſle wee may pore vponir. 
hauingirt laid neere our eyes1Q outward fignes; and | 
yerneither then, can wee lee it otherwile then the | 
man in the Goſpell,ſaw men walking as rrees.Thou 
ſeeſt the deceirs of the hearr , with anvnerring and 
vadeceiuing eye: We with an vncertaine, and er- 
! roneous- As our heart is deceittull, to our eye alſo | 
infſecing ; and judging of the deceirfuineſſe rhereof. 
ſo rhat ir cannot, when it 1s ar rhe cleereſt, giue 
any infallible definitine ſentence concerning any | 
mans hearr, but onely probable, by way of diuiring. 
Bur in this conicCturall knowledge the Angels [pe- 
cially excell , by reaſon their eyes pierce deeper 
| then ours, cuen to the ſight of the inward parts of 
our bodies. as well as of our outward , though yer 
| in thecurward they are able toſee farremore then 
wee, Hence Danid tor his wiſedome in finding our 
| of ſecrets, is compared to an Angell of God, by the | 
| woman of Tekoa.The Deuil] therefore may be able | *29714-20." | 
| ro give a ſhrewd gueſle ar our thoughts , the rather | 
| for that hee himſelte often ſuggeſtrh thoughts vnro. | 
vs, and hath libertie giuen him to come, though not 
into the priuy Chamber of the ſoule , yer into the 
outward chamber,the fancie,andto work vpon thoſe 
| phantraſmes, which there hee finds. Neuvertheleſfle. 
| hee cannot directly and certainly fer downe what | 
| 
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| The decoitfulneſſe of Mens heart. 


our owne ſecret thoughts be , bur ſtill this doftrine 
remayneth rrue , onely God of himſelfe exactly 
knowerh the ſecrets of the heart. There is indeed 
4 great mingle-mangle and confuſion of tho hrs, 
euen as there is ofdroſle and good metrall in filuer 
and Golde, which lie ſo confuſe1 rogether, rhat to 
the eye of man the drofle is not diſcernable. Bur 
when they are in the Furnace and fining Por , then 
wee may ſee them borhdittintly, Thar which is the 
\Furnace to the Golde, the hntng Por to the Silver, 
the ſame. ſaith Saloon , is the Lords flaming eyero 
the hearr of man; euen in the midſt of the greateft 
ſhufiles and confuſions, itis a nocable diftinguiſher, | 
cleerely diſcerning the badde from: the good , the 
baggage and refuſe from that 'which is good and 
fine , though they bee neuerſo troubleſomely jium- 
bled rogerher. And no- maruell, for even Hel, 


farre vaſter and wider, being of ſo infinite receipt, 
thar it isable ro holdall the damned ſoules and bo- 
dies, Eſay 30.3 3+) aud deſtrution, (the infinire paines 
of this Hell ) which (as the Prophet fpeakerh of 
| Heauens joyes) eye hath nor ſcene, eare hath not 
| heard, noristhe heart of man once ableto appre- 
| hend thethouſand part of chem ) are opex ts the eyes 
' of the Lord, how much more they the hearts of the chil- | 
dren of men £ And hereof the Scriptures give a dou- 
ble reaſon. 
| TT. Godsomni-preſence. Ifa man couldbe in any | 
place where God were not, hee might eſcape the | 
fight of his eye. But, can any man ( laith the Lord) 
| hige himſel!fe in ſecret plates that Tſhal not ſee him*Do 
a0t 
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wot I fill heauen and earth 2 This reaſon Dawid pur- | 
ſuerh norably, Pſal.139. throughour. 

2. Gods formingof the heart. He that made rhe 
eye, ſhall nothe ſee? the eare, ſhall not hee heare ? 
the hearr, ſhallnort he vnderſtand ? Artificers know 
the nature and properties of their workes ; and 
ſhall God onely bee ignorant of his workmanſhio ? 
| Thisreafon alſo De#zd vrgerh in the lame Palme , 

' Verſe 12,13. The darkneſſe hideth me not from thee. For 
thou haſt poſſeſſed my reinzs,thou haſt conered me in my 
mothers wombe. 
, Totheſe rwo reaſons I adde a third, namely thar 
| God is che preſeruer and vpholder of the heart. 
AGes't7. In him wee line moowe , and hawe our beine, 
Which is to bee vnderſtood as well of the motions 
of the minde, in thoughrsand deſires, as of the bo- 
die. The minde is borne vp by God, cuen in the a& 
| of thinking, farre otherwiſe then the earth bearerh 
vs in walking. Therefore it cannor be bur God muſt 
needs perceiue the motionsof our minds,cuen as the 
ſenſelefle earth, if ir hadſenſe, muſt needs perceine 


Pi.1 $912,103, 


ARs 17.17. 


che motions of our bodies. 
The Vſc x -Thisſerueth to affure our Faith , that * 
the Scripture is the Word of God. For it is proper | 
onely to God. to know of the ſecrers of our hearts. | 
Bur the Scriptures, doe notably lay open the cloſe | 
corruptions of our hearts vnto vs, in ſo much as, 
wee muſt needes bee forced with the vnbelecuing ' 
| Idiot . to fall downe on our faces, and to ſay, Ferily | 

God 3s heere ; it is hethar ſpeakerh. And asthe Wo- 

| man of Saxzaria, when ſhee heard Chriſt diſcouer 

| her ſecret adultery, then ſhee gaue ouer wrangling. 
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and went to her Neighbours, faying , Come and ſee a 
man, that hath told me all that enew'Thane done : 1s not 
he the Meſſeah £ So wee , ſecing our heart (o liuely 
deciphered vato vsin the Scriptures,may in like {orr 
cry out one to another; Come and ſee a Booke, that 
rels vs all that is in our hearts ; Muſt nor this needs 
be his Booke who only knoweth the hearts? Befides 
char, as the Scriptures doe dete& our thoughts in ge- 
nerall, fofomeparticular mensin ſpeciall. As what 
| Efter,s,6 | was Hamans proudthought, when the King asked 
| him what ſhould be done tothe man hee would ho- 
nour : what was Mzchols deſpightfull rhought, when 
ſhe ſaw her husband dancing : what was 89/r mur- 
; rherous thought, when David played onthe Harpe 
|beforehim : what was Felix coucrous thought when 
lhee talked privately wrh Par} : what was the Phari- 
ſees derracting thought , when the. Woman wiped 
| our Sarzorrs feet at the Table ? Theſe perſons had 
| ſo much witasto keepe their owne counſel, and 
| in many of them , ſhame muſt needes be of foxce to 
1 | keepethem from babbling their owne ſecrets, and 
W vncouering their owne filthy nakednefſe. How then | 
W isir poſlible for vs to-imagine how the Writers of | 
| \rhoſe Hiſtories , ſhould come to the knowledge of | 
[ſuch ſecrets, otherwile,then by the reuelation ofthe | 
' Spirit of God ? | 
| 2. T his muſt teach vs in confeſſion of our ſinnes. 
W. 'not toconceale any thing , but to powre out our | 
'þ ſoules like water, for God harh a darting and pier- | 
cing eye, that ſees the very bottome of our hearts. | 

loſt. | This vie Joſhna made of the doftrine to Achan , 

[when God by lot had detected him ; My ſepre, gine-) 
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405. 


glory vnto God,namely, the glory of his omnil; cience, 
thou ſeeſt alreadie the depth of his knowledge is 
greater then the depth of thine own deceirtull heart, 


whole circumſtance of rhe matter. A malefator 
would not concealeany thing from the Iudge,it hee 
were certaine the Iudge knew alkAndin truth when 
we goe about tohide any thing, wee rather hide God 
from our ſelues, then our ſelues ſro God, wee put our 
our ovine eyes not Gods, | 

I 11. This muſt cauſe vsro bee ſincere and-con- 
{tanr in all che duciesof godlinefſe,1.Thef.2.3,4. ee 
handled not the Word of God deceitfully,vee ſpeake not 


So the Church, Pſe/.44.18, 19,20,21. Aﬀeer the pro- 
feſſion of their integritie,euen in the middeſt of hea- 
uy perſecutions, giueth this as the reaſon of this 
their ſo doing : If wee hane forgotten the name of our 
God, and holder vp our hands to a ſtrange God, ſhould 
not God ſearch this out & For hee kpoweth the ſecrets of 
the heart. When ſomething wee are todoe, muſt be 
ſubje& tothe cenſure of ſome ſpeciall wiſe , judici- 
ous man, alas, how doth the ſharpneſſe of his iudge- 


confeſſe thy ſinne therefore varo God, euen the | 


menr ſcare vs, and what care and circumſpedtion 
vie we in ſuch caſes? Well , all our actions whatſo-! 
ever muſt come vnder Gods ſcanning , and they 
muſt abide the cenſureofthar pure and ſeuere eye. 
that cannot behold rhe leaſt iniquirie. And ſhall wee | 
nothing reuerence or reſ{ped& this eye? Shall wee 
take no care how to pleaſe it ? O that wee could tur 
bring our (clues once tro giue that reſpeft to Gods 


| eye, which wee doe to mans. Ir istrue indeed, the 
Ddz Apoſtle 


Et tibi quidem 
Domine, culus 
oculu nundaceft 


abyſ[us humane | 


conſcientie,quid 
occultum eſſet 
i me etiamſi 
nollem comfiteri? 
te enim mihj ahe 
ſcoaderem , non 
me tht. 
Aug-conf.10-1, 
1-Theff.2.3,4- 
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Apoſtle condemneth eye-ſeruice in ſeruants totheir 
Maſters. But yet this eye-ſeruice to men, ſhall con- 
demne our want of eye-ſeruice to God : and vvould 
ro God by their example, wee could learne to per- 
forme eye-ſeruice ro God. The ſeruant though hee 
worke idly & lazily, when his Maſters eye is off him, 
yer painfully vvhen it is on him. Gods eye is alway 
on vs.and therefore if we had that reſpe& of our hea- 
uenlymaſter,which of our earthly,we ſhould alwaies 
performe obedience to him, Eye-feruice,performed 
ro God, muſt needs be laſting and continuinglſeruice. 
If thou canſt find a time when Gods eye is off thee, 
I will then giue thee leaue to give ouerthy worke,or 
to worke vntowardly : but fance Gods eye is alwayes, 
on thee , why is nortthy eye alſo alway on him,as F- 
zochs was ? Why walkeſt thou nor as inthe preſence 
of this God ? Why laboureſt thou not in all thy ſer- 


crer, andis able by ir own Chryſtall brightnesto dif- 
couer the ſmalleſt mote of Hypocriſie in the blindeſt 
nook of thy heart?rthat ſo when it ſhal come to take a 
view of rhem, it may glue witnes to them & acknow- 
ledge them , though not, as once thoſe ſolely his 
ownein the Creation, for very good, yet for good in 
art, for good ſincerely, though not good perfedtly. 
his vie Dexid made of this Doctrine to himſelfe. 
Pſal.119.168. Thane kept thy precepts , namely con- | 
ſtantly and ſincerely, for all wy wayes are before thee. 

I V. This muſt reftraine vs euen from ſecret ſins, 
which we might commir wirhour the priuity of any 
other. For , whereſocuer thou art , {oo 1s an eye 
that ſees thee, an care that heares thee", a hand that 
regiſters 
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| 


| 


regiſters thy ations. By this argument Salomon de- 
horteth from adulterie , vvhich for the moſt part is 


{wayes of menare open &naked to Gods eyes. What 
horrible Arheiſme doth this argue, thatthe preſence 
of a lictle Childe ſhall hinder vs from the doing of 


as our Sauiour ſpeaketh concerning Killing : foI of 
Seeing; Feare not them that can ſee the body onely, 
bur feare him that can ſee the ſoule alſo; to vvhom 
night and light, day anddarknes are all one,who can 
as eaſily ſee thee inthe dead darkneſlſe of the night, as 
[at high noon in the cleereſt Sun-ſhine;as vyel vvhen 


If vvee did belecue this vbiquitie of Gods eye, hovy 
vvould it quaſh the very firit rifings of euil] thoughts 
in our hearrs? The _ of man drawes from vs a care 
of our -outvvard behauiour : Why then ſhould nor 
the eye of Goddravy from thee a care ofthe inward 
behauiour of thy hearr.ſince God ſees thy heart bet- 
ter then man thy face, and vnderſtands thy thoughts 

better then man thy vvords ? Little children vvhen 

in the middeſt of their diſorders they ſpie once rheir 
fathers eye, they are huſhedpreſently : So ſhouldir 

| be vvith vs, vvhen through forgerfulneſſe of this all- 
ſeeing eye of our heauenly Father continually ouer- 
| looking vs , our hearts haue begun to breake looſe, 
and to ſport themlſelues in vaine and idle thoughts 
and defires ; then ſhouldvvee conſider that all this 
vvhile Gods eye hath beene fixed on vs: Wretches 
then that vvee are, that haue had our Fathers eye ro 
bee a Witneſſe of our miſdemeanour ! Then in this 
Dd 4 caſe 


committed in the night , 105 24.15. becauſe all the | 


ſome vvickedneſſe, when Gods preſence cannor?Bur | 


the Candleis out,as vvhen lighted , him I (ay feare. | 


Pravy.218 


; 


Gene22.16. 
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caſe ſhould this ſpiriruall eye of God worke the ſame | 
effe& in vs, vvhich once the bodily eye of Chriſt in 
Peter. It ſhould cuen daſh vs, and ſhame vs in the 
middeſt of our finne, If being in rhe fight and pre- 
fence of our berters, vvhoſe grauitic and authoritie| 
claymerh ſpeciall reverence at our hands, vvee yet} 
not knowing of it, haue bin otherwile in our ſpeech 
and behauiour then became vs, vvee no ſooner ſee 
them,but are aſhamed preſently and are ready to cry 
them mercyShould we nor doe the like, much more, 
when vve haue offended and grieued the holy eyeof 
the Lord with any vadecent behauiour, though bur 
of our heart only?Should vve not ſay as once Tacobin 
| Bethel ({ince God is preſent in all places as well as in 
| Bethel,chough not with ſo ſpecial a kind of preſence) 
| Surely God is here, and I was not aware ? 
V. This muſt make vs take beed of deceiving our 
{clues with vaine pretences, in ſhifting off good du-|. 
ties, Or in excuſing our ſinnes. If wee can finde bur | 
the leaſt ſtarting hole , if wee can get bur the {11ieſt | 
retex:t by the fingers ends , how glad are we of it ?: 
6 faſt doe we hold it? But alas, Gods eye can ca-| 
ſily ſee through theſe fig-leaues, it can eafily ferch 
Adam our of the Thickets. The Anatomiſt dorh 
nor {o cleerely ſee the inwards of the body hee hath 
opened, as God doth the ſecret deceit of our hearrs. 
though neuer ſo fairely cloakedand coloured. Away 
then with all dawbing. Be not deceined, (aid the A- 
poſtle to thoſe whole wit could finde our lurking-! 
holes enough for their wickednefſe in defrauding 
{ Gods Miniſters, God will not be mocked. And excel-|| 
lently Salomon, Deliner them that are drawn to death, | 


and }- 


| 


m—.. 


{ The deceirfulneſſe of Mans heart. 
and wilt not thou preſerue them that are led tobe ſlain? 


the hearts, doth he not vnderſtandit 2 

V I. This Dodrine is full of fweet comfort, and 
thatin ſundry caſes. 1. In the peruerle indgement of 
men ofren vnder-valuing of vs, and depreſling vs 
farre benearh our inferiours, As rhe Corinthians did 
Paul vnder their ſhallow-headed Verbaliſts , nor 
| vvorthy to carry his Bookes afrer him for ſound and 
ſubſtanriall learning. Our comfort here is this, that 
God ſeerh not as man ſeeth, indgeth nor as man 
iudgerth, by the ſecing of the ey:,by the hearing of the 
eare , by outward appearances. Whence ir comes to 
paſſe,that when thefalſe and injudicious eye of man, 
[r00 tO much affeted wirh outward ſhewes , hath 
preferred bold Thraſoes before their berters, that 
{cannot in like pompous oſtentation ſet forth them- 
ſelues, and hath adjudged preheminence rather to 
Eliaſhibs outward perſon then Pauids inward parts ; 
yer God comming after,reuerſeth and repealeth this 
vnrighteous judgement, thrufting downe proud Ig- 
norance from the head of the Table to the foor, and 
lifting vp humble Knowledge from the foot ro the 
head.Thus Paw relicued himſelfe when he vvas thus 
diſparaged by the Corinthians; Fp :/e #ot, ſaith hee, 
to FA zndeed of you; I meaſure not my (elfe by any 
mans indgement : Hee that iudgeth mee is the Lord. 
'Wherfore as vve haue no reaſon to flatter our {eJues 
when men flatter vs,ſoneitheralwayes to diſcourage 
[our ſelaes when men diſcourage vs. As mens prayſes 
{muſt not #ick/e vs, ſo neither alwayes their aſþrayſes 


trouble vs.Por true, both prayſe and diſprayle is from! 
| _  - 


If thou ſay, Behold we know net of it, he that pondereth | 
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God, who ſearcheth the heart, and tryerh the reines. 
Heed nor then mens iudgement ouer-much , but 
againſt rheir black coles comfort thy felfe with Gods 
whire Stone. 2. Hlere-hence alſo wee may gather 
comfort in falſe imputations and ſlanders. As this was 
Tbs comfort inthe aſperſion of Hypocriſie, My wit- 
reſſe is in heauen,and my record on high. 3. Ie fteedeth 
alſo for comfort in the preuaylings of the wicked 
againſt vs, and that vnder colour of right, Pſa/.7.9.0 
let the malice of the wicked come to an end; But guide 
thou the iuſt : For the righteow Lord ſearcheth the 
hearts and the reines. And therefore hee ſeeth the in- 
nocencie and finceritie ofthe one, the fraud and hy- 
pocriſie of the other, notwithſtanding all their good- 
ly vvords. The eyes of the Lord looke down ſrom heauen, 
toſhew him(elfe ſtrong to them that are of aperfe@ hart: 
namely,inthe end, at laſt, euen when they are moſt 
weakein themſclues, to giue them the victory. 
Fourthly, But moſt cordiall is that conſolation 
whictrthis Dodrine miniſtreth in our temptatjons. 
and inward conflicts with Sathan and our owne 
Conſfciences , cryingout againſt vs, that wee are not 
that which others and our ſelues haue thought , 
that wee hane not ſo much as the leaſt dramme of 
any goodneſle, Andindeed, intempration, our innes 
often preſent rhemſelues in ſuch a multitude , that 
they wholly intercept from our eyes the ſight of 
grace. Yer here inthedefeRt of our owne knowledge 
wee muſt. comfort 'our {clues wich Gods; and ſay 
wvith £zechiahjin that his grieuous triall,0 Lord, thou 
knoweſt I have welked with aperfe@ heart before thee. 
Thus Peter , when Chriſt lay grating vpon him wich 


that 
_ — 


| [ſtghes and ſobs, yer wee perceiue not that wee pray, 
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Thereby renewing the bitter memory of his three- 
ſold deniall, and in effe&t, ſaying thus much : How 
can I thinke thatthou who haſt ſo often denied mee, 
doeſt lone me ? Hee yet ſuſtained himſelfe with this 
meditation of Gods knowledge; Lord,thou knoweſt all 
things , thow knoweſt that Tlowe thee. The Apoſtle 
ſheweth , Row.8.26. that ſometimes. in the extre- 
| mitic of aftlition , wee are fo confounded in our 
ſelues, that chough'indeed we doe pray in our ſecret 


Foelo I take icthat text may beread; Wee know not 
what we pray. The fleſh with hermurmurings makes 
ſuch a dinne, thar wee can hardly heare the voice of 


—— — 


nings, hisprayings, ſighes and ſobbings. But be- 
cauſe apoore ſoule would hence diſcomfortit ſelfe, 
and thinke what good will iach confuſed prayers 
doe mee, which I ſcarce diſcerne my ſelfe > The 
Apoſtle anſwereth notably, oppoſing to this Obje- 
Gion the comfort of this Dodrine of Gods knows- 
ing the heart : But hee that ſearcheth the heart, hee 
khwoweth the meaning of the ſpirit. Marke how hee op- 
poſeth Gods knowing of our Prayers to our owne 
not knowing. Asif hee ſhould ſay: Ler nox this trou- 
ble thee , that thou canft nor- perceine that thou 
prayeſt : Doe not therefore thinke rhou can{t nor, 
thou doeſt not pray; For though thou know not 
whart ir is thou prayeſt , yer God the ſearcher of | 
the heart, who is greater then thy heart,he knoweth 
and approouerh alſo thy prayer. Diſconrage nor |} 
then thy ſelfe ouer-much in the want of feeling of 


| 


hat threefold interrogation , Simoz, Joel? thow me? 


Rom.$.26,27. 


the Spirit, mixing with the fleihes roarings and repi- | 


graco | 
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| Gods account, are good and cuill workes. For God 


| alſo goe vnrewarded ; and ſo hee ſhould not be able 
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grace 10 rhy ſelfe. Remember thar God fees, as thar 
euill, ſoalfſo rhar good which ſomerimes thou ſeeft 
not inthy ſelfe. And therefore as thou oughreſt nor 
ro be ouer-ccnfident inthe ror feeling of finne in thy 
ſelfe, bur roſay with the Apoſtle , Though I know a- 
thing (that is,no euill) by v9 ſelfe, yet am I not there- 
by inſtified , {o neither to bee roo farre dejzetedin 
the nor feeling of Grace, bur by like proportion to 
ſay , Though T know n0 good in my ſelfe , yet am Inot 
thereby condemned. So much of the firſt point; Gods 
knowledge of the heart : T he ſecond followerh; the! 
end of this knowledge , That IT may gine to everyman 
according to his wayes,@c.The which words we will 
conſider. firſt , in reference to the former : {econd- 
ly, apart by themſcJues. 


Our of the former coſideration, we learne, | 
I. Thatgoodand euill rhoughrs and deſires, in 


here ſaith , hee raketh thorow norice fof the heart, 
that hee may recompence men according to their 
workes; Thereby implying, thar if hee did not ſee 

the heart , there muſt needes ſcape many wicked 

| rhoughts and deſires vnpuniſhed , many good ones 
ro glue to euery vvorke his proper recompence , 

| namely , ro the inward workes of the heart, the 
chougt.ts and deſires thereof. Concerning euill 

thoughts , Peters ſpeech is excellent to Simon Ma- 
g#4 : Pray to God, that if it be poſſible , the thought of 
thy heart may be forginen thee. Forgiueneſle preſup- 
poſeth deſert of puniſhment ; puniſhment an ev1ll 
work meriting it, for puniſhments are only awarded 
| ro! 
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[——- For good thoughts and deſires Pan#s 
ſpeech is excellent, 7 is God that rorketh both to |Philz,15. 
' will and doe. If both bee his owne workes , the de- . 
ſireas wellas the deed, hee muſt needs loue, and 
| like both the one and rhe other. This makerh a- 
gainſt chem , that make no bones of cuill rhoughts, 
| as though no other be euill workes , then ſuch as be 
outward. 2, It ſeruerh for comfort to the children | | 
of God. diſabled ſomerimes by wanr-of outward | 
helpes , or otherwiſe, for the performance of ſome 
kinde of outward obedience. Theſe muſt remem- | 
ber how highly Go b apprizeth good purpoſes | 
and deſires, accepting and rewarding them , when 
they come to him , as if they came accompanied 
with the deedsthemſelues. David did bur conceiue | 
a purpoſe to build God a Houle ; God rewarded it | 
with the building, and eſtabliſhing of Daxids houſe , 
2.8412.7.16. He did but conceiue apurpoſle to con: | 
fefſe his ſinne ; Gods eare. was in his heart, before | 
Danids confeſſion could be in his rongue, Pſal.;2.5. 
[The poore Beggars that haue wanted foode for | 
'themſclues, Chriſt yet ſhall ſay at the laſt Day, yee | 
haue fed mee when was hungry, onely in regard E 
of their ſtrong affection , if rhey had had abilitie. | 
The prodiga)l childe, when he was but concetuinga | 
purpoſe of rerurning, waspreuented by his Father, 
brit comming to him, Luke 15.20. and Eſay 65.24. 
| God will anſwere vs before we call that is,in our pur- 
'poſe of Prayer. Ofweete comfort ! when wee ad- | 
' dreſſe our ſelues to Prayers in our priuate Meditati- 

ons, aud bethinke our ſelues of our ſundry wants, | 
wee purpoſe with ourſelues to begge ſuch = ſuch 
__ things, 
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| vocall prayer : ſhall any good ſoule now thinke rhar 
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| things, whereof yer happily wee forget ſome in the 


| che memorics weaknefle , ſhall any thing preiudice 
her in this caſe? No,thy purpoſe of asking the thing 
| forgorten,was a molt effeCtuall asking of it: and vn- 
; to chee belongeth rhe comforr of that ſaying , 7 will 
leare before they call. 

2, Thar Godeſteemerh of the goodneile of our 
outward workesby our hearts. Therefore here hee 
faich, rhathe firſt ſearcheth rhe hearrs, before he re- 
compenſe the worke. If God indged of works one- 
ly by rhe ourward matter of them, rhere needed 
then no looking into the heart , for the iuſt difpen- 
ſing of rewards, and puniſhments. Now there are 


| procureth the reward to the outward worke, and 


rwo things more eſpecially in the heart, whereby 
 Godiudgeth of our workes, 1, Faith , which clean- 
ſerh the heart, and makerh it a good treaſurie,fit for 
a good man to bring forth good things, which al- 
' ſo propoundeth-vnto vs, and vrgeth vpon vs the 
| Commandement of God , preſcribing the good 
worke to be done : whence that ritle of the Law of 
| faith , and whence alſo our obedience is called the 
| obedience of faith. 2. A ſincere affe@ion , chiefly re- 
ſpecting Gods glory , and the Churches good in 
that weedoe. The Vſe. 1. Againſt the Papiſts. rhar 
| ypon ſuch places as this , would found rhe dodrine 
| of merit.But here Godſayes he looks into the heart, 
' when hee would reward the outward worke. $0 
 thatthereis no worthineſle in the outward worke 
itſe}fe, bur it is ſomerhing within the heart , which 


that is ſpecially as I ſhewed , faith in the bloud of 
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vill men ; which though beautifull in the eyes of the 
World, are yer deformed before God, becauſe they 
neither flow our of a pure Fountaine of a purged 
heart, nor are referred to iuſt ends. Let the ciuill 
man then know, that when hee preſents God with 
his outward righteouſneſle , looking for ſome re- 
ward, thedung of his Sacrifice ſhall be throwne in 
hisface 2 For God will looke into his heart, and 
findiog it vntaprized, he will bid him looke into the 
Rocke whereout hjs workes were hewne , and into 
che hole whereout they were digged; and rhen aske 
| him , how that can be cleane which hath ſo impure 
an originall? 3 Againſt Hypocrites, that with thei 
leauen , ſowre tne beſt workes they doe, If God 
in indging of good Workes did nor looke to rhe 
| heart , an Hypocrite might ſpeed as wellas the belt 
Chriſtian. Bur heere wee ſee the affection and dil- 
poſition of rhe heart is all in all with God. Wee 
PR iudge of the heart by the worke : God con- 
rrarily indgeth of the worke by the heart, Wee firſt 
|2pproue the Worke, and then the Workman : But 
| ! God firſthath reſpe&ro Habel.and then to his Sacri- 
\fice. Though rhe matrer of rhe worke be neuer ſo 
'co0d, yetthe corruption of an vnſancified heart 
will marre all, and change the nature of it. And as 
'tt will beno excuſe before God, when the matter of 
the workeis i11, to pleadthe goodneſle of the heart; 
| {o neither. whea the heart is naught to pleade, that 
the matter of the worke is good. Whereot wee haue 


wirh their faſting , andyert fent away emprie; and in 
choſe | 


leſus Chriſt. 2. Againſt the workes of morall and ci- | 


notable examples, Eſ.58. in the Iewes, vrging God | 
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thoſe Reprobares, Math. 7. alledgingtheirpreaching 
in Chriſts Name, caſting out of Deuils, &c. but re- 
| ceiving rhat fearefull anſwere , Depart from mee gee 
workers of iniquitie : Thyow yeeaot.Loe,preaching ir 
| ſelfe though in Chriſts Name, becauſe yer nor for 
Chritts Name , is with God, bur a worke of iniqui= 

| tie, and Hell fire is the reward of it. S0 Cairs out- 
ward workes in facrificing were the ſame with his 
brothers, and'yet Saint Tohr ſayes, Cains worker were 

| exzll , and Abels good. And God himſelfe faid ro 
| Caine, If thou doeſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? as 
though for all his ſacrifices, hee had not done wel! 
as yet. And forthe lewes Sacrifices are in indignari- 
on reieted, with a.#/ho required theſe thingsebecaulc | 
indeed, God did not require bodily exerciſe, diuor- 
ced from the ſpiriruall;the ſhell withourthe kernel, 
' the huske without the corne , the carkafſe wirhour 
| the ſoule. Hence it is thar the Lord calleth the 
lewes Incenſe and Sacrifice,though commandedby 
himſelte, their owne wayes. Andin another place his 
owne Sacrifice, the ſacrifice of fooles. For as Martiall 
ſaid to Fidertinethe Booke thou readeſt is mine,bur 
when thou readeſt ir 111, then ir begins to be thine : 
ſo may God ſay ro Hypocrites; Thele workes of 
Prayer, Hearing, &c. are mine , but when you goe | 
abour them thns vnarowardly, and performerhem 
' chus corruptly, then they are your owne, I will ac- 
knowledge them no longer for mine. I ſee then, 
thir it is nor ſafe for vsto reſt in the outward worke. 
but that wee had nced to looke to our hearts 1n al} 
the ſeruices we performe. For God will looke to 
our hearts in iudging , and in rewarding. And 
| that 


— eo e— 


| 


The deceitfitlneſſe of Mans heart. | 
chat which God moſt lookesta in rewarding , thar 
wee had need moſt looke to in preffifing. Asthe 
workman in the doing of any worke , will bee moſt 
careful in that patr of it , whercin hee knowerh rhe. 
eye of him, for whom he worketh , will be moſt c#- 
rio. If God , when thy prayer ſhall come to be 


ſtand vpon thy tongue , vpon thy phraſeof ſpeech, 
vpon-the tune of thy voice, &c, then would ſtand 
chee in hand in praying,ſpeciallyto mind:theſcthings. 
Bur fince ir is the affeGtion of thy heart , hee will 
aboue all rhings make inquirie of ; conſider then 
whar a folly ir is in praQtiſing, to bee moſt diligent 


regardlefle ; and to be moſt negligent there, : where 
wee ſhall be ſure to find him moſt ftrict , and feuere. 
And withall confider thine owne miſery, who de- 
priu<ſt thy ſelfe both of Mans,and Gods reward. For 


{the very matter of thy worke will make thee odious ; 


rothe World,;as carefully flying the very apparancc 


of good,, as the, Apoſtle biddeth ys toflierhe appa-: 


rance of euilh; Bur the corrupt veu#er of thy worke | 
will make thee twice as odious to God, ro whom al» 
wayes fained ſantitie is double imiquity.Withall con- 


{ider., what a griefe it muſt needs bee rorhee atthe, 
| laſt Day, to ſee others wites receiued for their ſince»? 


ricie, and thine owne #9/: #7 refuſed for thy hypocri-- 
Ge: to ſeeothers Cups of cold water mercifully re-: 
warded, and thine owne giuing the Cupof Chriſts 
bloud, the water andbtead of ecernall life, ſeuetely- 
puniſhed. | FIPÞ v0.17 
| 4- This muſt teach thee whea afeer long out-, 
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weighed in his ballances , ſhould then eſpecially | 


in that, whereof God in examining will bee' moſt | 


| 
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[and chou then ſhalr ſee there will bee no cauſe for | 
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ward prattice of godlineſſe, thou findeſt notthe true 
reward of godlinefle, chento enter into thine owne 
heart by examination, and to conſider whether thou 
art guiltic 'of Hypocriſic-or no. For true god!ineſſe 
ie great gaine : and God alwayesis juſt, giving men 
according ro their vvorkes , bur yet meaſuring the 
workes by the heart. If then thou doing workes out- 
wardty good,receiue an an{werable reward, doc'nort 
therefore challenge God of injuſtice,(as thoſe Tewes, 
wherefore haue we - mms ſeeſt it not?) bur thy 
ſelfe of vnſoundnefle of heare. Which corre rhon, 


thee to complaine of rhe Lord. 

| V. Heereal(o js cottifort ro thoſe rhat hane with 
good heatrs, done many good works, which yer are 
jill raken, and ill rewarded of men. Men cannor ſee 
our hearts, andtherefore whar marvef}; jf they doe | 
not alwayesreward ve8aceording ro our workes ? If 
the wicked Tewes' could haue ſeene how louingly, 
andrenderly Chriſts heart was affe&ed ro them, they 
would berrer have rewarded his Miniftery thenthar | 
ke ſhouldhave needed'to complaine,” Z have Jaboured | 
is vaine, Thane ſpent my ſtrength, ede.But our comfort 
is,fo as was Chriſts, that owr worke, though never fo | 
muchrejefted of men , #r yet with ovy God, in time 
ro be rewarded of him, Becauſe hee ſeeth our ſound: 
aadfairhfull hearrs , and thatro this end, thar hee 
may reward vs according to our. vvorkes. The durie 


, 


of reprchenſion Chriftianly performed is'a good 
| worke, yethowdiltafollrothe reprehended, and | 
how thanklefſe an Office? yet wee muft not be dil=| 
{couraged, chough"bythe performance ofthis dutic. 
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wee purchaſe/ill will ar mens hands, For Godſeeing 
the _ 4 ofour heart, will reward vs according- | 
ly, cauſing vs at length to finde more fauour , enen 
{ with che reprehended themſclues, then thoſe thar 


obſeruing three points in them , the rewarder : the 
rewarded. the rule of rewarding. 79 4. 
{ r. The rewarder, God. That Tray gine,&*c. Here 
Iwe learne ; 

1. That God hath an infinite treaſurie, both of re-: 
wards, and puniſhments, who giveth to euery parti- 
cular man his tuft portion, ci-her of the 6ne ,or of 
iche other, Heis anvnemprtiable fountaine of 'good- 
inefle that cannever bee drawne dry. His rewardiog 
{of one , doth not diſable the rewarding ofan other. 

neither doth hee ſoſpend himſelfe in conferring his' 

|bteffings vpon any , thar they which come after 
ſhould need ro ſpeake vnto him as Eſay ro Tſazckh, Is 
all gone © Haſt thou nevera bleſſing left behinde for 
[vs > Gods reward is nor likerhe bleſfing of Tſaacke, 
| which could bee beftowed onely on one. For God 
himſelfe the rewarer, is alfothe reward, andrhere- 
fore as he tels Abraham , an exceeding great, an ivfi- 

nire feward, able toſatisfie infinjire Worlds. His Tu- 

Nice alſo, being as infinire as his mercie, cannor bur; 

; fucriſh him with like varierie of 1indgement , thar as 

in Heanenthere are many Manfions, and Princely 

Palaces, ſo in Hell alſo many priſons, many Dunge- 
| ongrbat#s his cheſtsand coffersare full of prec 


haue clawed or flattered, Prov.28.23. 1 
Now I come to conſiderthe words in themſelnes, | 
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| pearles and jewels;ſo bisquiners ofpeſtiſert arrowes | 
| prepared for the ribsof the vngodly.Sotharwenced 
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not feare that of our Tehonueh, which they of rheir 
Izpiter, that if, as often as men ſinne, the thunder- 
bolts ſhallflie abroad, hee would quickly bee vnfur- 
niſhedof weapons. The v(e is this, as to terrifierhe 
wicked,ſo to encourage the godly. Ir is a comfortto 
ſerve fuch a Mafter, as beſides his willingnes , is alſo | .. 
«ble to reward vs. Therefore weeſee how Kingsſer- 
uices in this regard are moſt ſought after. Neuer 
then grow wee wearie of ſcruing this Maſter , with | 
whom is ſuch plentie of reward, whoſe is the earth, | 
andthe fulnefle thereof, rhe Heauens and all their 
furniture 2 and at hang + he wy is fulneſſe 
pleaſures for euermore. may tay vnto Vs: 
all other baſe Maſters, as $a/-of Daxid, Can the 
ſonnes of Iſhai give you Vinezards, and Orcherdi? Can 
they make you Captaines oer fifties , and over hun+ 
dreths 2 ſo can the Deuill, che World,the Fleſh, in- 
ſtate you inrothe felicitic of my choſen 2 Can they 
make youKings and ſet you in the chaire of Eſtate? 
The ſeruice of God is a reward ſufficient to ir ſelfe, 
and farrefrom his ſeruants is the baſe minds of. mer- 
cenaries.Nenerthelefle ir is fit, with Moſes,to quicken 
ourdulnefſe, with the conſideration of the great re- 
compence of reward. 
2. Thar whoſocuer be the inſtruments cither of: 
aur rewards or puniſhments , God till is the chiefe- 
both rewarder and puniſher : That 1apay give. The| 
vſe whereofis,both to teach vs#bazkefuineſſero God, 
when rewarded;and patience, when correFedby men. | 
It may be thou haſt deſerued well ofthoſe men, char 
deale vakindly with thee. Bur yer conſider whether 
in the ſame thiog , wherein thou haſt deſerued well; 


| 


of 
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of man, tho haſt-aor-deſerved ill of God , becauſe 
happily intheſe duties performed to man, thou had- 
deſt noxeſpet okGod. If ſo, then acknowledge that 
Godhath found ourthy ſinne,complaine nor of mens 
vakindnefle and irjuſtice , God is iult in their inju- 
ſtice, it is he that thus puniſheth thee, 


expe&a reward, itis God that muſtreward it. This 
muſt. teach vs in rhe workes of che Jecond Table, 
which.reſpe&tman., to haue an eye vato God, and 
ro performe them as, vnto God, and ſo in ſerving 


| eyen then when mea reward them-: For irhe that 
inclineth their heartsthereto. Hovy then can vve ex- 
| pet axeward of Godthere , where vvee have done 
| as ſcruice:?-IF in ſeruing of men thou haſt ſer- 
uedrhy ſelfe, and ſought thy ſelfe rather then God, 
vrhen thou commeſt for thy revvard, Gods anfvvere 
vvill be; let him revvardthee yvhom thouTeruedſt. 
Thou ſeruedſt thy ſelfe,revyard thy ſelfe then ifrhou 
vvile,for I never revvard any ſeruices but mine ovvn. 
Had vvee nor then neede in all duties done to men, 
to doe them as vnto God, leaft otherwiſe, as vvee 
looſe mans, fo alſo Gods reward. Butdoethem ynto 
God, and then we are ſure, if not of both, yet of the 
beſt reward, and vvee takea very (afe courle for our 
ſelues. For cuenthe beſt men-may prooue , vakinde, 
and vothankfull-vnro'vs : Bur God cannot but abun- 


-.3+' That wharlocuer be the warke for vohich wee | 


'of. man ro ſerue God, Fort is God that mult reyvard | 
them and that (Cas I ſhevved), doth reward them, | 


| 


dantly recompence the ſeruice done to biniſclfe. 
The duties of loucand liberality done temen,which 
ſome of thoſeto whom they vvere done had hap: 
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pily forgor , yet Chriſt remembers. at the laſt Day, 
onielxy *becauſe they weredone as to himfelfe, Math. 

25040. Tee hae done then onto ee; There is the 
AC of the reward: This 'Pawmt?tornfelltos Chr 


mer, and thar-vpor this coMAertition* What foentr 
904 goodthin oo may doth,the ws?! all be r—_—_— 


care ro [Caſe t 
wr F eaſy 
pleaſure they can ? Yea, 'brit-for this cauſe they had 
need ſo much rhe rarher? ro make conf [ciente oft thetr 
dftie, exten to chefull, becatiſe this nteates they! 
(Hall previde'a notable rethedie rpainft thei?” 94 
ſters injuries, namely; the bountiful wha of God 
himſelfe: Thy Maſter wron md * hat ten? ik 

chbytherefore wrong thy ies thee meſhl 
; wilt ont nt phos 


thy ſeNKe alſo of Gods reward? Z7bams i tyrannie could 


ds teer/tichly rewardeth him. 
"'FL. Circathſtance is the perſons rewarded, Every 
man 6f whit deyreeſceuer; 7 

1. Markthere- Gods vnpartiall Gealidg: Among 
men ; grofſe vices of great Fei are Winked'ar, Sit 
eminent yertues of meane ones are nor feeded. Bur 
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fan ſeruants., yoaked with cruel hedtheniſh Ma- | 
ſters ro bee obedient vhtotheir Maſters, acto&rding' 
ro the fleſh253 vnts Chriſt Ie the Lotd; andtior 


Lot are yeady' to y ſhovid wee haue | 
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nient? ©an@asthouph this were not enot Tees | 


_— ont Javeb in the courfe of his faithfulnefſe, | 
Meendrhe Lord himfelfe in ſpire of | 


vvith God, neither ſhall thy opreartiefſe* te thee 
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fron: 
rowar8This nub Humbdionthe great Sites of the 
{ Wortd' :Godis noteſpeder of perſons; They nuſt 
,notlooke'fora Chairs anda Cuſhion, when they ap- 
peare before-Gods Tribunall. Nay; thou muſt then 
| bee ſtripr ftarks-hakediofalf onrwardpempe."God 
 will-put no differetice berwixtrhee and the pooreſt 
Latorus. He iudges/query manalike, 

: 3' Hence gatherrharthere-is a particular proui- 
ueacE; ; eaking 
cialt, For Gods rewards are proportioned to his 
knowledge; 7 know the heart, that Tray reward - Bur 
herewarts every minin particular. Therefore-alſ6 ; 
he khowesfiim;andallhis wayes/Particilafrewards 
| argue particular knowledge. Terrible is this tothe 
| wicked, 'bur moſt comfortable rorthe godly.) Tf the 

= take notice ofa meaner man, hee will be-retiic 
| preſeniyro-fay it admiracios; What, dothithe Kitiz 
| know = > 'Burler the-pooreſt Lozdr; 'that is withial 
| the Childe-of God', knovv for his comfort, that the 
preatKing'\and mighe God rakes ſpecialfnotice of 
trim.andYtar for his ts #obd; Tris not” with bur God as 
| with thetr Teoll, thathath noTeiſhre to attend Tmat- 
| Jecmatters. Heis notlike Fadl,thatpurſuing hisene- 
| miescatinotheare hisfriends;norlike Diane,tharbe- 
\-ing preſent at Hlexarders birth , covld nor at"the 
| ſame + thins preſerue her Fphefinmeemplefromthe Gee. 
| LIT: Ciroumſtance followes, therale of revvar- 
|| dingatcordingrotheir owne wayes, &c.” Here'vvee. 
{learne, that God proportions hisrevvards an Ste | 
| niſhmefitsto ouryyorkes; as ir vyere the-Jme r 

| rule. This ihe/© ha findrybranches.” 
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e;tior thy dafeneſſt binder! thee from | 


notice. of met anditheiradtions in tþe- | 


3 
to; $ 
De tatur- Deor.' 
J.t. Concionegut 
TImatddyqui cum 
in  ſtoria d:x- 
iſſet qua node 
natys Alexan-, 
der eratyeedens | 
Dianz Ephc/h, 4 | 


templum de fliey | 
graue, adiure 
xit minimeid | 
eſſe mirandum, \ 
quod Diana 
c'min far'u 
Olympiodu S] 
efſe vol:ifſet a | 
fuiſſet deme- 
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The deceitfulneſſe of Mans ere: | 
"The enill of fine ſhall haye evilloEpunil»- | 


ment in-Hell; the good of obedience,the good of re« 


ward in Heaven , Matth.25.2, As our vvorkes are 


berrer or wartle , fo ſhall our ipyes in Heauen , our 
| pains in Hell be more or lefle.dopernarm excceding 
Sodome and Gomorrah in ſfinne., ſhall feele alfo an 
excefle of puniſhment, and the wilfull ſeruanc ſhall 
recciue more ſtripes then the ignorant. Sp alſo the 
greater our-zeale , paines, and trauell barh beene in 
Gods cauſe , the greater ſhallbee the weight of our 
glory. The twelue Apoſtles ſhall-hane twelve ſpect 
all Thrones at the Day of Indgement, and whereas 
other. wiſemen ſhall but ſhine wich che. brightneſle 
of rhefirmament , they that rumeorhers from their 
cuill, wayes, with the brightnefle of the fars« he thet 
ſoweth liberally ſhall. reape libezally. And-egery good 
woxke added tothe number of the former, heiperd 


| caſily,bnt the fleepe of the labouring man ic is ſweet 
indced. $0 alſo though that fleepe ip 4brohoms bo- 
ſome be ſweet, enea torſuch.as have lined a more 
uiet and eaſic life here, yer cuen there alſo , the 
fleepe of che Labourer will beſpecially ſweer.. The 


Macxtyrs ſhall bee Pillars-in the Houſe of God.. 
| 4pacel. 3,12, Our Sauiour in his anfwere to the pe- 
' tition of the two brethren, ſeemes ro imply-, that 
| there are ſome, far whom places of preeminence are 


| prepared, as it were to fir athis right hand andlefr, 


net- 
D——  —— — — —  — —— — j 


iy wagons reckoning is the dsz of the Lord. Sleepe | 
| 1s {weet, euen to-himthar hath paſſed rhe day more |: 


. —_ ww % - 


| 9) And royle and trials haue beene,the more we | 
eſweateand ſuffered here for Chriſt , the fwee-| 
[r ſhall wee fiade that reſt and repoſe in Heauen. | 
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|the Lord proportions roour defiresandcndevanrsin 
{the vie ofthe meansmhe wider we operour monthes 


doth our hearing of the Word, 


ffrom ho 


heauenly glory ay tore fauotir merit, then rhe yo- 
equall degrees of gracein this life, which oftentimes 


the more abundantly hee will fill vs, .and with what 
meaſure wee mecte to him' in painfull and beodfuſh 
hearing of his Word , withche ſame wilthe meaſure 


to vs in the diſpenfarion- of. His aces Flathes yor 
opening! 
rmorthes wide, merit charwhichthey.obtaine, At 
if the danger ofthe dodrine ob merit hinder'vs nor 
ting that which is indeed apparanti9-0ur 
eyes, thar according to the degrees of grace; and 
fandtificarion, God nſeth many';of his temperall 
rewards in this life,asa'greatergood Name, greater in- 
ward reverence and honourin the heatty'of men to 
ſach as excel) inmorrifieation «Boue their brethrew, 
why ſhould ir feare vs here, fince the one drawes me- 
ric vvith-it no more then the! other ?- 3: Beſides 
this general , there is alſo: a ſpeciall proportion, 
agreeing ro the workes in ſpecial, inſock manner 
that a man may almoſt reade the ſmne in the puniſh- 
ment, the vertue in the reward. Fhe Midwives buile 
he houſes ofthe Iraclires, by preſeriing their chil- 
dren.comrary-tothe Kings bloudy Edit,God thexe+ 


fore buile rhem Houſes. Dowd purpoſedeo build 
God a Houſe ; God preſently promiſedto buil&his| 
Houſe for ener. Ebe 
therefore gaue him his own life for aprey.So-he hath 


romiſed to recompence our zeale of hisglory wi 
| bis zeale of ours; I'will howowr #hems that Ker 
net 


elechfaued Teremjes life; God ter.zs 27, 
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| rhe ſtrange Language 
ping them. The © ! 
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_ the ſametbicſt andwich) therfame: ——— [- 


ingabgur'and feckingtor ater ; Favl becauſe he 
few :hbſethar did woars tho @phad, therefore _ | 
would: pot aovſwer bimomberh 


lifeghgy.Gy w God; asivis in Rb Drpary 3how —_ 


29,qlttefqrein the-liidiacgme;, |@gtſkdl} 
Godbaad, was puniſhed wich 


[Pro pony _ that: in Bfg'vaunts tridaſetfe fel ſaying #) 
0M e of the efous 6. mnt. 
[2 endo tile wit! eyrrins al 


tobe made; This Jhalt boly0uyls down? Poxhe W196; 

Yo the fideref the pit pit. Hypocritespetforce ecmpec; 
»rie-obedicnde: Gat onely:phres:eheth 
atistowardbece as thislife,a@ariig ana tfer ksy 


theitrewadd;tamelyHibrewnthis frye > ear work | 


ngne hereattes;'-So Nr wr Namiliafion 


obraigedrhe rojouriing of w Het 2 
Coang : et we 
|t 10%-will toe ſornafo# rhidgy 1 Ge 


all: God lerues chemitithcir wne kinds; Hepines 
them ſotye fewaf/ his ineaneribleſſiaps] bu depics 
them thepriadipallWbeneethi®oxceHir hott 
tion, 2:Tohn 80nkets-y0ar felwa?, Fhub 22 looſe wat 
the things we bane done , but may rereiioe ful[vewinrd, 
Thereis then a plenary: reward to afu}.anda partnel 
Or helfe rewardro a fcantie andHatfe bbewience, Thus 
leones obedience indeftroying Hhabi biiſe- was re- 
comperſzd wich Godsblding vpoh his Houſs ts the. 
fourth Generation; anſwerable ro his 'turſtin the 


and ix ume d ndrrconeramedaposs hint the Ix) 
hotenebloudobochas: Titewickeaddienuſe imehts! | 
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TT arr re Tee were | MT YI 


ſecond:Commandement, vponthevvicked,-rs che 
fourth geveration; avin 7orewr,whoſe poſteritic is nor 
remernbeedgll.chefoprth Generation; abin the Ge- 
\Bur yer becanſe 1ehwrv obedience] 
not Giicers / novas morrewarded foasistric o- 
bedicnce ,, whoſe teward is farre aboue the puniſh! 
ment eco toathonfand Generations. Sothse even 
ergy, Godvvyill-pur' 
a-diffexontoboew/iar an Fſrectite and an Fyyptive | 
that-as/Gods Children: are: nor ſmicren fo as their, 
ſwicersthe wicked, becauſe their diſobedience is not 
ſo fullascbe wicked; therefore they tuue bur helfe| 
apunihneats;$0' the wickted/are! orwarded 25\ 
are the. godly; —_—_ their\ obedience is nor fo! 
and-- , therefore they have bur' 
-arowasd, rrenabis to their halfe obedience. 
cer by vice: 10s. Uadb as: Ao Obedi-! 
EBce ,, { 


betwixtour workes | wages, betwixr our paines 
and pay; that is, betwixtthat wee doe, and that wee 
receive. Andtherefore he makerh-our workesto be 
the rule , not the. cauſe of rhe reward. The rule is 
notthe cauſe of the'line drawne by it. Neither dorh 
God here ſay, that I may giue to cuery man for , but, 


[. ACCOOT= 
———_ ———__—— 


———_—_— 
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[according to his workes. Surely if good workes, as 
they teach, ſhould be meritorious, then: as it is va 
wuftice in man to deraine the labouring mans wa” 
ges when his worke is done : ſo-alfo ſhould: it beia 
God, if hee did nor preſently recompence:egery 
good worke of his ſeruants, as ſoone as it weredone, 
And asthe hire of the Labourers derained , cryech 
againft the couctous Oppreſſours, ſo by like reaſon 
ſhould the reward of our obedience, {0 long often- 
times deferred, cry againſt God. Enenthis one ar- 
gament is enough to ouerthrow meric : Gods ſlow- 
nefſe as ir were in rewarding his childrens ſeryices, | 
and that libertie which hee caketh to himſclfe for 
thetimes of the reward. And therefore. heere hee | 
ſaith; Thar I may giue co euery man according ro 
his Workes, without making any mentien of the 
rime when, leauing himſclfe free forthat. Wee-ſee: 
thatin paying of wages to-our-ſeruants,' wee limit, 
our ſclues to ſer times, as to the quarters , or halfe. 
yeeres end, becauſe it is a marter of deſert : bur in. 
our Gifts and Gratuities., wee. doe not ſo tie our. 
ſeJues, but giue' them when weethinke-gaod.. And. 
if there were any ſuch worthineſſe in our workes,, 
what neede then that modeſtie of the holy men in 
Scriptures, who when they haue deſiredrheirfaich- 
fall ſeruice , might bee remembred with Gods re- 
ward, haue withall deſired ir mighr bee remembred 


O my God, concerning this, andpardon me,according to 
| thy great mercie, Our beſt workes then need faxgiy | 
uings., and rhat which needes forgiuing., merits Par, 
g##ing. Our Saujonr when bee wouldbaug vs Eran. | 


nm The deceirfulneſſe of Mans heart. | | 429 | 


with Gods forgineneſſe? as Nehemiab, Remember Mee) Nchew.13-11. | 


daily 


As 
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Eſay.27+ 


ſmicersthe wicked, becauſe their diſobedience is not | 
al a Co taue bur Relfe| 


' \hereweſeeall the Propherteachethisa proportion 


26 the. godly; hecabſe their obedience'is not fo' 


"The drceitfulenyſoof Miner hears. - 


ſecond: Gormmandemene, vporthevvicked',"r6 chef 
fourth prR_ Iorew,whoſe poſteritic is not; 
remembeedd) Generation, as in the Ge. 
f Bur yer becauſe Ten obedience] 

wat nt Gncers 4 inovas notrewarded ſo-xistriuc 0-: 
bedience ,, whoſe teward is farre aboue the paniſh-! 
mer evey toathoniand Generations. So'thar cuen 
in we nn mars ems. Godwvill-pur' 
'beewinc an Zſretite and an Fgyprive 2} 

that 4s-Gods Childeen are-not ſmitten ſo as their{} 


et 


3:80 the wicked: are! at 25* 


and compleare , therefore they have bur 
—— anfwerable to their halfe obedience. 
give God! an ontward obedi-! 
_ t the inward affe&ion. $0 God giues' 
chem his-exeernall a wichoutanyheartie' 
lone grotelines them. Looke how'rhey ſeuer | 
in-theirebedienceſo dothGod 
4 Socuen , mew. Tag " 
Smet dinine Inſtice, | | 
we” Vſe; Firſt, againſt the Papiſts vrging their Jo- 
&rine of Meritout of this and ſuch like places: but 


betwixrour workes wages, betwixt our paines 
and pay; that is, betwixtthat wee doe, and that wee 
receive. Andtherefore he makerh-our workesto be 
the rule , not the. cauſe of rhe reward. The rule is 
northe cauſe of the'line drawne by it. Neither doth 
God here ſay, that I may giue to eucry man for , but 


accor-, 
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[they teach, ſhould be meritorious, then. as it is va* 
iuftice in man to detaine the labouring mans wa” 
ges when his worke is done : ſ{o-alfo ſhould: itbeia 
God, if hee did nor preſently recompence:egery 
good worke of his ſeruants, as ſoone as it weredone, 
And asthe hire of the Labourers derained , cryech 
againſt the couctous Oppreſſours, ſo by like reaſon 
ſhould the reward of our obedience, ſo long often- 


The deceitfulmeſſe of Mane hear, | 
according to his workes. Surely if good workes, as | 


times deterred, cry againſt God. Euenthis one ar- 
| gament. is enough to ouerthrow merit : Gods flow- 
nefſe as ir were in rewarding his childrens ſergices, | 
and that libertie which hee eaketh to himſclfe for 
thetimes of the reward. And therefore. heere. hee | 
faith; Thar I may giue co euery man according ro 

his Workes, without making any. mention of the 

time when, leauing himſclfe free forthat. Wee-ſee: 
thatin paying of wages to-our ſexuants,' wee limir, 
our ſelues to ſer times, as to the quarters , or halfe, 
yeeres end, becauſe it is a marter of deſert : bur in- 
our Gifts and. Gratuities., wee. doe not {0 tie our: 
feJues,. but give them when weethinke-gaod-. And. 
if there were any ſuch worthinefſe in our workes,. 
what neede then that modeſtie of the holy men in 
Scriptures, who when they haue deſired theirfaich- 

fall ſeruice , might bee remembred with Gods re= 
ward, haue withall deſired it mighr bee remembred 


| thy great mercie, Our beſt workes then need fargir | 


giuing. Our Saujonr when bee wouldhaug vs GET J 
| ily 


uings, and that which needes forgiuing., merits par, 


with Gods forgineneſſe ? as Nehemiab, Remember. Mee:| Nehw.13.a1 | 
O my God, concerning this, andpardon me,according to.| . | 
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26 our bread » due tO Our obedience by 


e, then withallt ee would bhaue vs craue 
for the want 


daily bread > 
Gods promiſe, 
ojnencſle , 


hki2 Soc 


ES? 
pioufly jay ehis Dewr ; 


Chriſt, to recelne according ro that which 


- jb ietrue indeed that according rothe 


our Workes vyec ſha 


euer looke ro diinke 


drinke ? Will theſe wilde and wre 
erWine? 9 rharwe: couldTe= 


that our obedience, 

daily bread ;, 

againſt our 
chough 


of 


If thou brew with 
milde Beere. AS 
Man to a Tree ,the 


,» Can nee 


our Works 


rothefruRs, ay the like'z| 


wane or cul}, rhathe 
he fleſh reape cor-' 
| ſhall of the 


— $ Alasavhar other 
_— 


_ DO pr 


Workes can T preſent the Lord vvith , befides the 
Works of Death and Darknefle 2 If rheſe had the 
promiſe ofreward, then were my caſe good, Exa- 
mine-thy: hearr,my brother,” and thinke with thy 
ſelfe : Tiras long bave I led but whargoed haue | 
I done either to my felfe, or orhers? Where are my 
Prayers , Faſtings , HumiJiations', Medications , 
vvell-fpene Sabbaths, vvell gouerned Qhildfen and | | 
{ Seruants> Where are the Workes of mercic tomy | 
Brethrens, either ſoules in holy adtnonirioy, repre- 
henfion, exhortation; or bodies , in miniftiring re- 
liefe rotheir neceffitie > Hovy can I lonke»for the 
Pennie that haue ftood-idle- inthe Market place all | 
the day long? forthe Crovvne, thar refuſectrorun: | 
fora good crop of Harueſt, that wonldnor ſowe in | | 
feede rime ?. Let vs no longer deceine our ſclues. | 
Thar» which | $/omon ſpeakerh of floathy-in the | 
'thinps of this life ; is truc alſo of ſpirituali floath-| 
Hee thar being ſloarhfull in Winter vvill not plowe 
ſhallbegge in Summer, and haue nothing: as wee | | 
may fee inthe rich Glutton begging wvateroH Lazu [ 
r#8 co coo!e his tongue \ and in the fooliſh Vaeyins ; 
begging Oyle ofthe Wife. It were mad1effero feeke | 
for Fiftes1n Woods , for Apples and Pearesinithe | 
Seas: Burwhat madneſſero' ſeeke Heauen tin Hell, | 
Glory inShiame, Liphein Darknes;rorhiakwefhall | 
find eremall” Lifeir the way of Wiekedneſſt'? 3#by 
feeke yee the liuing among thy #eade faid oncethe An- 
gell ro thoſe women;Bur whyſeek yeelite in dearh? 
Why feeke yeextitctertiaH fife; amiongrthofe read 
works bfdatktes 900 Ulpty; 60040, a0] tmiwibrt olitht | 
ce8 bee found of ony; but furhas ſeeke it by contin aure 
is 


% The deceit filanſſe of Mons heave. x # ” 


— 


| 


= 
2 
: 
oy 


| Gloric, nowto ſhine inGrace: Naturally wee afte& | 


| ro walke before the Lord in the diſcharge of our ſe - 


| iife. Allthe care that belongs rov3., is how to doe 


The deceitfulneſſe of Mens beart, 


in well doing. Rom.z.7. 1f chou goeabour to ſeeke 
Gods Kingdome,ſeeke Gods righteouſneſſe.So ſceke 
ir, andfind it. Otherwiſe thou doeſt bur take a grear 
deale of paines to 'goc to:Hell. If thou pray hy 
Kingdewe come , pray alſo thy will bee done. Gods 
will muſt be done of thee, before his Kingdome can 
cometo thee.I IT. Since the degrees of glorie here» 
zker ſhall bee according tothe degrees of Grace 
heere , irmuſt teachvs, if wee wonldthen ſhine in 


preheminence, and precedencicin alichings. Take 
the aduantage of this thy corruption, toſhake off all 
| —_—>—r_" , vſcitasa Goad in thy'ſide to make 

fwear: againe in Gods, worke. Double peines 
ſhaltbring thee double pleaſurez double ditigence, 
double delight; double bholinefſe , double honour : 
who : would beea common ſtone in rhe building , 
-when hee mighe be pillar? Who would be adoore- 
keeper, or porter in a houſe, when hee mighc bee a 
ſteward? I'V. Looke we tothe whole courſe of our 
lines.. God rewards not' according to one good , or 
 euill wotke bur according to our workes, to the or- 
| v colirſe 'of them. One euHl' worke' ſhall not” 
prejudice thee, who walkeſtin the ordinary track of 
good workes; nor contranily , one good worke ſhall 
not profitchec, who niakeft an ordinary trade of do- 
ing ent] workes. V. This muſt teach vs, faithfully / 


nerall callings, wirhour any catkingcare, or diſtruft- 
ful ine for any of the comforts of this 


our worke wel. The care ofthe reward of our works 
: is 
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The deceltfulneſſe of Mans heart. | 
is Gods. Looke we well todpe our worke, and God] 
will looke fatrebetter to reward our work. And this 
is that which our Saujour teacherth ; Whento thoſe | 
whinings, what ſhall we exte whet ſhell we put o#2 he 

poſerh a contrary care-of ſeeking Gods kingdom, 
and righteouſneſſe:: for then, if chey wouldtake care 
ro worx the work of God,the reward'of God ſhould 
aot bee wanting. Oh then that inſtead of taking 
choughthow to get this orehar good thing prom- 
led, we could once take thonghr how -ro doe this or 
that good thing commanded; and/ſo doingour da- 


_— — 


eroyor Gott the belicfeof thisdofrine;thar 


Saniour forbidding! his Diſtiples ouer-dilipent _n 
in prouiſion oftheſe outward rhings, not'to gather 
filaeror gold.giues this as a reafon why he fo forbids 
them, The Lobourer is worthy of his woges.Theforce| wihwQ@w 
of which argamene confits/in this doftrineof Gods| * © 
luſticein-rewarding well” char which is done well. | 
'Forthe Diſciples mighr obieR. True, the Labourer 
is worthy of his wages, but the vathankfull World 
is vaworthy of our-labeurgforirt detaines the wages 
| due ro our labours. VEL 
:Therefore this ſpeech of Chriſt is founded vpon 
this h6ly Tuſtice of God, that cannot, wharſoeuer be 
the vnkindnes andiniuſtice of rhe world,fuffer good 
(eruices to goe vnrecompenced. Ir is therefore as if 
he had ſaid: Mind you the worke of your Miniſtery, | 
let youronely care be how-to fulfill ir. Doe not diſ- 
grace'God ſo: much as to trouble your ſelnes with 
the thoughesof your maintenance, as though God. 
were ſo vniuſt, as not to giue good wagesto good) 
Ff  work-| 


_—_— — 


| 
| 
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workmen, VL Here is great varietie-of comfort, 
Firſt, arcthou diſcouraged with meaneneſſe of thy 
| g06d-works?Fhou artino Preacher to convert ſouls, 
, norich;man t@glue ales, to bitlld Colledges, &c. 
| but Oney-a peore ſeruant, keeping ſheepe, going to: 
| Plough, &c.. Here for thy comfort remember thar' 
God rewards euery , one; according to- his workes,! 
wichout making any cyrious choice of-workes. Bur | 
as hee will;puniſhthe leaſt, euill worke;euen anidle} 
word, Matih.ia ſo will bee much more reward the 
leſt good worke;cuep 2 cup of cold water, Marthao 

King norpncly of oyp1oney., but evenof ounhe 
5 ns do < nnd 
T 


is EICIR £0-V518 greats 
his Iuſtice: Yca, attheilaſt Day notice will-be 
taken of ioferiour ſarts;of warkes , as-gining apiece 
of bread,os - piece ——_— farremore | 

loxious,as Preaching,Praying Martyrdome;are-nor| 
named.yet theſe are mentioned, Me##h.25: Neither is 
this without reaſon', for the baſenefſe,or the mean- 
nelſe of the matter doth eſpecially ſhew the $kill of 
che workman.: For, where the, matter bcxcellcnr, 
there.it lendeth ſome bolpetothe Workman,where 


| ked cunning and;artifice'of the Workman is to bee 


it is otherwiſe , there nothing buethe bare and na- 


ſecne. Weewill not {o wonder @ himehatmakerh a| 
good Image of Gold, abat him that maketh as good: 
of meaner matter, Sotofce Zeale, Faith, Loue, in 
preaching theWord,in gouerning a Kinpdome, and 


ſuch like workes, is nor{p adrhirable, ain the poore 
and ſcruile offices. of Vnderlings,. as in) keeping off 
ſhcepe, ſweeping the houſe, &c. Secandly, Artthou 
troubled at the Worlds voiuſt &prepoſterousrewar-| 


— Ao 


| 


__ 


| 


| It vere hetrer to be Herods Swine Fham Some, becauſe! 
[he killed-his fonne in that maſſacre of Bezblem, when 


|shis, char God one day will deale orherwilſe,nay, ler 

{j5hD rter(ſe iadgment of theavortdbe titeffinahce! 
|r6theexhurthere muſt necds be #Yayof Gods righ- 
|teots Tudgements.Iris true, we may Ry tothe world 
[as 'Chriſtrorhe Iewes : Many good workes han? I done 


- The dereitfuleeſſe of Mans heart. b 
dirig workes, tuſtifying the wicked 5 condemning, 
che godly', —_— Tohws preaching wirh the 
Priſon; Herod:as Daughters dancing with thepro- 
mite of halfea Kingdom;fo that (as'Tzſer once ſaid) 


hisSow was ſpared: ſo thou likewiſe chinkeft, thou 
mayeſt as-wel ſay, 7t were better the Herods Minſtrel | 
then Miniſter, Playtr than Preacher , "Dancer thay Do- 
for becauſe of rhe Miniohs dancirig tecompenced | 
with his Preachers head: comfore yet thy felfe wich 


dong you. for which doe yee ſtore mes? yer ltr vs nor. 
-wake wearle, though afrer'oiir Ywin  Hotmes and 
rerapeſts, and the pinching cold'6f Wiiter doe fol- 
lov7,for in due time we ſhall reape, if wee fainr not. 


Seruants.: There are fore kindsof rewards : firſt of 
good for pood:ſetondly,ofcuilHot caitfthirdly;of 


laſt of in-ivſtice-; and therefore is nor ingiden to, 
God.God forbid then that ahy Honldfay withrhoſs! 
in Mz/achy;It is in vaine to ſerut theLordAteirethon 
with me. When Mordeedy yg perforhets worthy 
fernice to Hheſhu erofh Anthe difcoterit ol 4danp! 


Pug F « 3... > hots > 
GA. 


Godis not varighteous ro forget the 1abonrof his] 


rows Tread. he hadinot hisi raid prefetly —_ 
| —— f —_ a 


good for euill:fourthly,of euil forpoodithe ewofc Fell ang. is Pry, 
mer arethe rewards of juftice,the thirdof mercy.the| 1 —_ _ 


God faying', Behold Tcome quickly, andy reward js | Apoc 12. 
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The deceitfwlaeſſe of Mens heart, © | 


|yct his ſeruice was regiſtred, andſo afrerwardwhen| 
| rhe King looked pon the Records,it was royally re- 
| compenced. So Malachieteacherh vs, tharthereare 
Books of remembrance written for them rhar feare; . 
the Lord. In them all our good workes are inrolled. 
Our labour theo ſhall nor be loſt ;: Nor-ſo- much as} 
qur teares bur they are botled Men may forger vs, 
as Pharaoh did Toſeph,Exodus 1. and the Sechemites 
Gedeon, Isg.g.1 7. but God will not. Our reward is: 
ſyre,tho no ſpeedic;as weedeſtse :God here 
aſſures vs of reward; the time hee determines nor. 
3: Doth:ic trouble thee, that thy good works worke 
not that good thatchou deſireſt?remembertharſGod 
rewards vs accardiog to our workes., notaccording | 
to his owne warke.Now the ſaccefſe of our workes-is 
his worke, not ours. Doe thou thy endeuour:xo doe 
that which beloggs co thee ,, to performe the durie 
.required, with an hart,jfthere follow no ſuc- 
ces thouartnener the worſe worker. The good Ora-| 
tor alwaics perſwades not,the good Captain alwayes 
oJercomes not, the good Phyſician alwayesheales 
nor, the good Preacher alwayes conuerts nor. Ir is 
enough if. doe: thar, which liesin thee :- Then | 
wharſoeuer thy ſucceſſe be on earth, ſmall or great, | 
afſuredly thy rewsrgis great in Heaves. Nay,the lefſe 
the BY; Ge ſhal bethe reward;ſothou be 
Ting, thn ade peſiorinpaenraoring, a 
olng,.t clo paricnt-ſuffering ; and 
- | double qbedience muſt needs: hauc wont. ſin- 
| gle reward. 4. Artthou gricued at vncomelydights, 
to. ſee ſervants on horſeback and Princes walking on | 
[foor?To ſee ſcruangs $0. have rule oner Princes,chat | . 


1 
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The deceitfulneſſe of Mens beard, 7] "os 


is, the wicked flouriſhing in their pompe and pride, 
ro tyrannize ouer the godly? Noſt thou ſee the whip 
which is moſt ſeemely for che fooles hacke,to be held 
inhs bend , to attlitthe backs of others 2 Doſt thou 
ſee thar Aſſes in ſtead of a halter, aze. ſer out with 
zo!den bridles? Are thele chings pricks ia thine eyes, 
a5 once in Dauids £ Comfort thy (elte in the medira- | 
rion of this Doctrine: Grudge not that the, wicked 


nor , their externall obedience prapertionable re-/ 
ward inthe outward things of this lite ; God herein 


| taines, who haue honquredtheirenemies, when they 
haue fought valiantly , to pur ſome ſpirit into their 


42re rewarded according to. their warkes; (Grudge) _ 


does no otherwiſe, then as-{omerimes noble Cap-} 


owne Sonldiers; or then ſomerimes Parents doe, re- 

warding their ſeruanrs diligence, and durifulneſle. | 
chereby to proucke their owne children.So ſhouldit| 
thou interpret Gods remporall rewards ginen ro, 
che vaſound obedience of the wicked, his enemies, 
his flaues,as a ſpurre hee purs into thy ſide his owne | 
Souldier, his owne ſonne : for if thou wilt doe oo 


aſſure rhy fee of a faxregreater gon | 
{bounrie is not as.m: Wes, ] renee, who are 
greater further off rhe} agteer home , ar the head 
and well ſpring whererh&ghheft tiſe. Wirhall conſi- 
{der, theſe mens damnariowfftceperh nor. The day of 
'indgement haſteneth, wherein the godly, inthis life 
ſtanding ar the Barre,ſhall fir on Thrones, and indge! 
their Iudges,binding Nobles with chaipes. and Prin+ 
{ces wirh fetrers of Iron, Though in this life Dives 
Feaſt,whileſt Lszarws is withour,begging : yct inthe | 
F f 3 life 


CY PII —_ 


Sa. . 
= Carmmu 


F— —_ 


Wn CES. _ —_ I 


( 


"— - 


The Fcertfulneſſ of Mens heart. 


Sj nemini face- 
ret quaſi non | 
vigilare videres 
tur divine pro-. 
videntia': þ on 
nibus faceret, 

non [eruaretur 

dinxinapatientia 
Aug.izPſal-33. 


life ro come ( loe a change ! ) Lazerus ſhall feaſt at 
Gods Table, or on Gnds Bed, lyingin Abrahams, as 
once Toh in Chriſts boſome ; Dixes in the meane 


good that which here he ſpeakerh of rewarding ene- 
ry manaccording to his works. Then,and not before 
ſhall the equaiirie of Gods rewards fully appeare. 
Someof the wicked indeed,cuen in this life, he 
rewardeth with condigne puniſhmenrs, leſt 
his Pr/@v3deprce; bar not all, left his Pati- 
exce and promile of the laſt Indge- 
ment , might be called 
| into queſtion. 


FINIS, 


time looking ouer,and begging. Then ſhal God make | 
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A COLLECTION OF 


SVCH SCRIPTVRES, OVT} 


of which any ſpeciall ColleFions are gathe- 


.. red: orypon which any ſpectall Ob/eruations 
| are made, either bringing light to, or recet« 
uing light row tha .Fccatiſe,iutg 


_— 


one bodie, and view. 
GENESIS. 

Chap. V erle. Page. 
= Or ſhall be as Gods Znowing good and enill , 27 | 
a Y ' Withe before me, and be apright, © © 392 
$23 213 Now Ikzow that thou feareſt mr. 329, 

34 He criedwith abitter cry, 
27 Nie me, &Xc. Ys - 95 
36 Was he not juſtly called Taakob? ec. 
30 1 Helift up hu feet, 81 
31 24 Speakeneither good 2or enill to Taakob. 333 
E xODVS. 
9 16 For this cauſe Thane reſerned thee, 54 
13 14 Whenthy ſonne ſhall ache theeto morrow, 24 
Ff4 v- L e-1| 
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_ATableofthe chiefethings 


Chap.Verlc. - Page. 
| LEvVITICYS. 
io 3 Twill beſanGified in themthat come meere vato me,z 3 
11 19 The Storke, tos Heron ofYer ble QoL e- 79. 
_ $ 10 Stroxe together in the Hodſt, $ - 


14 Bring forth the blaſphemer, * 270, 
» \NvMBERS 
| 39 The.pcopte ſevrobed greatly, 
I mo Loe,webe readle Fo gre, 95 
44 Tet they pre ſumed obſtinatety. 


\ DEVTERONOMIE. Ep 
11 16 Beware left your beats deceine you that going bath, Os, 


I 90 

16 19 Reward blinds the eyes of the Wiſe, 294 
22 5 A manſhall not put on awomans rayment, 223! 
ToSHva. | 

72 19 My ſonne gine gloryto God, 404 
4 4 I. SAMVE Le 

13 1 "_ Saul raigued twoyeares oner Iſrael, 335 
28 19 Tomorrow thou and thy ſoanes, ec. 23 
2. SAMVEL. | 

7 27 Thy ſernant hath found is his heart, &c. 272 
1.KINGS. 

22 6 The Lord will deliner it into the hands of the King, 22 

2. KINGS. 
5 18 God be mercifull wnt0 me when Icome inte the houſe of 
Rimmon, 221 
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f ' 9 this Treariſe. 
 Chap-V ere. | 
1. CRRONICLES. 


| Ie 7 
WS £ 
38 Were opright, - 
29 18 Keepe this for ener in the purpoſe, 


2. CHRONICLES. 
7 14 Shall pray and ſeehe my fate, | 
2 11 Be a0t deceined, God hath choſen you, 
32 31 To knowall was in his heart, 


25 His heart was lifted op, 
os He humbled himſelfe after hee was lifted up, 


| NEHEMIAH. 
| 8 1o The ioy of the Lord « your ſtrength, 


T Oo B. 


20 123,13,I44l5. 
31 27 If my month bath kiſſed mine hand, 
37 Twill tell him the number of my goings, 


PSALMES. 


J2 1 He knowes the ſecrets of the heart. [ 

- 442.22 For thy ſake are we ſlaine, 

- $I 3 Myſmnewener before me, 

52 5,6 Borne in ſtzne. Thou loueft the truth, 


$ 


42 5 Mineeye hath ſeene thee, Therefore I abhorre. 


2 21 The Lordgineth, the Lordtaktth : bleſſed, &«c. 


4 2 Follow after lies, 

7 1 The words of Chriſt the ſonne of lemini, 

Io 3 Bleſſet h himſelfe, SI 
26 3 Thy lowing kindneſſe # before me therefore laue Iwalked, 
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375] 


366 


Tos 
236 
342 


347 


389 
70 


252. 
63 


395 


93 
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| Chap.V ere. , | Page, | 
54 3 Strangers are riſen vp agatyſ# me. 63 
57 1 Myheart,0 Lord, is prepared, 1will ariſe, &s. 365 
59 5 Toviſt all the Heather. 02 
78 57 They turned like adeceitfull bow. 262 
81 12 T gaze themvp vnto the hardneſſe of their heart. 313 
ii'g 1 1» theirway, 5.& 382 


A ColleQtion of Scriprures A 


2 Bl:ſſedare they that heepe, &c. and ſeeke him, &-c. 112 
4 Thou hat commanded, ec. $ 


5 Oh that my wayes. 7 
5s Ohthat my wayes, 99 
To With my whole heart bane T ſought thee, ſuffer me not.373 
20 My heart breakes for deſere to thy indgement s. 97 
21 Thou haſt deſtroged the proud. Curſed are they that = 
103 
32 Twill runne, when thou haſt enlarged. $1 
56 This Thad, w__ 1 kept thy precepts. - 379 
79 Let ſuch as feare thee twrne vnto me. Þ 
_ Let mine heart be opright in —_ 356 
8 Let mine heart. That I may nener be aſhamed. 373 
85 Theproud hane digged pits, ec. 4 183 
93 Twill nener forget thy precepts, for, &c. $5 
94 Tam thine, ſane me : for Thane ſought. I12 
101 Thaue refrained my feet =_ enery enill,oc. 108,136 
140 8 Performe not bu thought , leſt he be proud. 18 


146 8 The Lord gizethlight.He lou2th the righteous. 5, 
PROVERBS. | 


1 28 Thy ſhall ſeeke me early. | Ii2 
| | 2 3 Tf thoucall for kaowledge. [: : 
4 If thou ſeckeſt her as ſilver. Y 05 
6 12,13.,14. | 307, 
12 26,27. 284, 


receining light from this Treariſe. 
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Chap. Verſe. Page. 
13 5 The ſluggard luſteth, and hath nought, 98 
I4 5 A faithfull witniſſe will not lie. 357k 

20,27. 239 
24 The crowne of the wiſe is their riches. 53. & 334 
15 36 The thoughts of thewicked:but the words of the pure.307 
I7 7 Thelipofexcellencie doth not become a fool?, Ec. 26 
17 A brother 3s borne for aduerſit ie. 331 
18 8 The wordsof a Tale-bearcr. I5 
19 22 That thatis tobe deſired of a man.A poore man is better| 
' thenaljer. 265 
20 5 Comnnſell is in the heart of men, &c. 8. ©: 399 
25 It is adeſtrution,after Vowes to enquire. 234| 
g 26 Canſes the wheeleto run oner them. 6 | 
27 The ſoule of man is the light of thee,@c. qo! 


————— — —— 
— —— — —— w@ - a 


28 Bountie and Truth preſerne the King. I5 


T he plowing of the wickgd i ſanne. 368 

1 When thou ſitteſt toeate withs Ruler, &*c. 162 

2 Put the Knife. | ibid. 
7 Wiſdome is too high to a Foole. 246 
16 A zuſt man fels ſenen times. 220 


19 As in the water face tofact, fo the heart of manu toman. 


303 
13 He that confeſſeth and forſaketh. IO3 
5 A man that flatters, ſpreads « Net. 14 
19 The way of a Man with a Maid. | 
20 Such is the way of an adulterows, &-c.5 —_ 

ECCLESIASTES. 

4 A timeto dance. 220 
6 Abandfull — 184! 
13 Wiſdome s goodwith an inheritance $2 | 
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Chap. Verſe. Page. 
$ 18 Be'not iuft onermuch, 
Ig Be not inſt onermuch. Oy 
9 2 As he that feareth an oath, 110 
ISAIAH. 
28 15 A Conenant with death, 255 
38 3 Thane walkeamwith an opright heart, 382 
IEREMIAH. 
4 4 Be circumciſedtothe Lord, fr2 
EZEKIEL. ITs5 
18 10,11.12.13. 
Ho$SEA. 
1 — Iwill viſt the bloud of Iſrael, 118 
'2 #7 At that timewasThetfer than now; $3 
7 1 When T woutdhave heated Tſravl, theu ec. 323 
—_— y- DENIIEN Page. | 
MATTHEW-\..:: 
Eneration of Vipers, 9 
| 2 5 6 : G Bleſſed arethey which hunger, 98| 
| 16 er had hn ab hate fat 32 
1 23 Tee that work iniquitie, . 416 
20 10 The Labowrer is worthy of [77 wages, 433 
11 17 Teehane not danced, 221 
| 8 Wearieandlaten, 90 
13 20 Andwith joy receinethit, — 65 
22 And thedeceitfulneſſe of ric hes, a81 
| 15 ' 19 Out of the heart come enill thonghts, 304' 
kh oo 24 Le7 
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receiuing light from this Treatiſe. 
Chap. Verſe. Page 
16 24 Let him forſake himſelfe, and take vp his Croſſe. 12k 
18 9 Andifthineeecauſe thee to affend, plucke it.out.: 162 | + 
19 30 Many that ave firſt ſhall be laſt. 8 j 
20 15 May Inot doe with mine owne as Iwill ? 222 
22 16 Teacheſt the way ef@edi in truth, neither careft for, &c | 
3s 4 
23 25 Tee melgcheane the ont-ſide,, but within, Oc. 35o. 
24 38 They dideat and arinke, marry,Cc. 4 
MARKE-. 
, = 24 Thou Iefws of Nazaret the Holy one of God; 14 | 
| 8 Sprungvp, and grew. T32 
21,22. | ol | 
LVKE. | | 
: 79 To ginzelicht.To guide our feet into the wayes of peace, 82 
2 34 That the thoughts of many hearts might be __ :33a]. 
6 48 Built aw houſe, and digged deepe.: 396] 
$ . 13 Which for awhile beleene. 73 
_ 4 good and honeſt heart. 230} 
Bring forth fruit with patience. © $86}- 
- cum I4- 306]. 
r0 of 1 Hepafſeth by; on the other fade.” © <-> mon 
.: It 41 Tee give Almes, ond thenwill beckene.:' 0 ' 2109 
| 44 Tee are as graves which appeere not, andthe OY 's 
"x3 x Take heedofthe keanew, which is lypocrifie, - + © 
* 15 That Tam cometo givepeace?.. 
I4 18 CUM 26. 
a Ithankg thee, 0:God, y 
18 nx ST mnt an Exterior 
Nor 9s this Publicen.. EF; 
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—T A ColledionofScripeures -— «|| 
17 on Pape. 
{|1-:19 I” Becauſe tho hoſt beewe faithful in a little, 379 
1|d:3L 4.34 Takebeed leaſt your hearts f oppreſſed! with farfetting, 
fs | 44 
«(* s ; OIL G 4 I own. CE 
| 6 .37938439- | 72. 
[ar 1; iy thou meg Thou oy, 275 
108 Peed my preper Bhs — | 224 
l 7 ReTH 
| EZ 37 They were PRs their wake « | 
© 38 Repent, FS 1 g 46600 1 
3 og To tempt the ſpiritof /he Lord, __  Sp9 
Is 29 From things ſtrangled and from fornication, 221 
3 DOECRC {SU | \ ROMAIs; NN) 9 3 yo 7 ; 
£82 ras Qedgere thaw up ootheir benro laps, fp Yol! 


2'6 23 Tee had jour fruit in holineſs, 


| 195 
er7 17 It is no more I, that doe it ut funetho dnt in mee, 
| + r '& 151. 
1E 26 We hoop ntenitarozay;>\ a vially. 28 
2£8 \\ 41r 
{ IT C But he that. bark vie Sarde! | | 1 
| 112 I Lo wp your bodter. | T7 
F- is. . ©4957 
p Zo lpmteromw yg 
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F T. CORINPAIANS ” 278 
F* : 12 14%Pauls. I: Chris.” - 
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| receluing | — this Treatile. ; | 

Clanvet, Page: | | 
2 1r Whoknowes what inmas ſaue theſpirit that 5 is in man? | 
324 | 

3 3 Tereareget carnal, CEERD ' 156 

18 If any ſeeme to bewiſe, | 124 

20 That the thoughts of the wiſe be vaine, 306 


4s IH, 4 —— 


4 4 TIhpownothing by my ſeife, | 126 
6 7 Theret a fault amongſt you, bean ſe yee goe to Law, 41 


12 Twill nat be brought vader the power of azy ling, 285| 

o 20 Vntothe Temes Thecame a Jew, © _ 
27 Tbeat downe mybodie.. 

io 8 Committed fornication, and fell 38. owe Fe three _- 


WD ROT 


| twentie thouſand, 168 

f 13 No temptation but ſuch gs appertaineth to man, 25 

| 14 Flee from Tdolatrie, - 189; 
11 214 It is oſbameto weare long haire, : qi 


Is 33 Bent deceived, exill ſpeeches corrupt good MANI S 395 | 


PII 


2. CORINTHTANS, 
1 12 This s our reioycing, the teſtimony of our conſelenresy 82 
13 Wewrite no other thiugs v8to you then that yee read, 35 


OTRI  tryo—— 


18 Our word was not Teg and Ng, h 
- _ I 
y For the Sonne of God was not Yea and Noy- £ 5 ; 

4 2 Theclokerof ſhame... 411 | 1 19þ 
13 For whether we be out of our wit, | | 4 
's F \ of '* 2 Yg8þ 
14 For the loue of. Chrifteonſtraineth; "_ 

7 1o Worldly ſorrow cauſeth death, 292 
8 2 Vmto the richliberabtic, 1? 238 
T As gee abound ineuery - 3c for that-gee abvand; 233 
' 13 7 Notthat weſhould fencegrnh bet > 277 
Fav _— as 
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A Collettion of Scriptures 


ChapVerſe. | | 


GALATHIANS. 


17 For thefleſh Iuſteth againſt the ſpirit. 
r Conſidering thy ſelfe, that thou mayeſt be tempted. 


EPHESIANS. 


26 Let wot the guy goe downe vponyour wrath. 

6 Let noxe deceine you © For ſuch things, 

16 Redeeming the time, for t _ are enill. 
12 We wreſilexot againſt fleſb and bloud. 


PHILIPPIANS. 


27 Whether I come and ſee,or elſe be abſent, &-c. 340 
12 That 7 may comprehend that , for whoſe ſake I am com- 


prehended, 


. 72 
7 Thepeaceof God ſhall preſerne your hearts. 8 


CoOLOSSIAN S. 


| 


2 '18 EByhumbleneſſe of mind eduancing himſelfe. 183 
t. THESSALONIANS. 


£ The works of Faith. 
23 That your whole ſpirit end ſouls, &c. 


1. TIMOTHIE. 
1 DoGrineof Denilr, c 
3 Abſtaining from meates. 
"oa 
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| recclaing light from chis Trepriſe* 
Chap. Verſe. Page- 
5 2 The younger, as ſiſters, with all pur:neſſe. 274 
23 Drink? nslonger water, 283 
2. I1MWOTHIE. 
1 7 Not thefjiritof feare, but of a ſound mind.. 290 
PHILEMON. 
7 Becauſe by thee the Saints hearts arecomforted. 1290 
7 Becanſe by thee, ec. 
19 Theſeech thee for Oneſimus. [ 233 
HEBREWE Ss. 
12 Takeheedleſt there be in you an enill heart. 322 
13 Leſt you be baradned through the deceit fulneſſe of ſm.197 
4 3 Neither is there any creature that is not manifeſt. 10 
11 13 Andreceined thankefully. *"oq 
37 They were hewen aſunder, they were tempted. 336 
i2 T Caſting awayeverything that preſſeth Jorne,andſtn,24.4 
IAMES. 
1 3 When yee fall into diners temptations. | 32 9, 
| 4 1 Frommwhencearewars? Oc. 16, 
1. PETER. 
2 11 Which fight a2ainſt the ſonle. 283 
4 2 Forit s ſufficient. 
| | I7. 
3 Thathence forward re ſhouldline. 
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A ColleQion of Scriptures. 


Chap.Verlſe. 


2, PETE R. 


2 14 Hegert exerciſed with couetonſme/ſe. 


uw HD 


IvDE. 
17 By the deceit of Balaams wages. 
REVELATION. 
s Remember rem whence thou art fallen,and repent. 


2 Which are readie to die, for Thane not found, ec. 
17 And God ſhall wipe away all teares from their eyes. 
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